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Times of war, revolution, or other national con- 
vulsions, serve to develc^ strong and striking traits 
of character, and tQ bring men capable of high 
resolve and energetic action into public notice. 
The truth of this obiServation, confirmed by all 
history, has been forcibly illustrated since the com- 
mencement of hostilities between Mexico and the 
United States. If a long peace had led any short- 
sighted person to believe that the martial spirit of a 
free nation, like our own, could ever become extinct 
by inaction, the events of the last few months have 
served to dissipate the illusion. We find that the 
heroic age, the age of American chivalry, has not 
yet quite passed away — that we have still soldiers 
among us who are worthy to be ranked with the 

revolutionary heroes ; and that the lofty spirits who 
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4 PREFACE. 

freely shed their blood at Chippewa, Niagara, Platts- 
burg and Fort Harrison, have lost none of that noble 
contempt of danger and of death which signalized 
their characters in the early prime of manhood. 

The present war has also developed the fact that 
the people of this country have lost none of their 
ancient predilection for the sturdy race of heroes. 
The present popularity of General Taylor is of itself 
sufficient to show that the hearts of the American 
people are always to be won by those who display 
the lofty qualities of firmness, courage and capacity 
in battle, and heart-warm humanity towards the 
conquered in the hour of victory. The hearts of the 
people are " in the right place." They are not the 
mercenary, merchandizing set, which their enemies 
represent them to be. They reverence exalted traits 
of character ; and cherish the true hero. 

In the following pages, I have endeavored to 
present the character and actions of General Taylor 
in their true light ; and for this purpose my materials 
have been tolerably ample, so far as regards the 
conspicuous actions in which he has been engaged. 
With respect to his private life and character, I 
have relied chiefly on the authority of those who are 
so fortunate as to possess a personal acquaintance 
with the General and his family. More details of 
the comparatively inactive parts of his life might 
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easily have been supplied ; but most readers will be 
best satisfied that I have chosen to dwell chiefty on 
those great actions which constitute his title to 
renown. By his public life he will be chiefly known ; 
and henceforward he is of course destined to be one 
of the most conspicuous public characters of the 
country. 

The notices of those events of the war in which 
General Taylor was not immediately concerned, are 
given in order to render the work more complete ; 
and the biographical sketches of distinguished officers 
are introduced with the same view. Some materials 
for these sketches, having been received by me too 
late for insertion in the body of the work, have been 
thrown into the appendix. 

To the President of the United States, the Sec- 
retary of War, and other official authorities at the 
seat of government, I am under obligations for facili- 
ties afibrded me in procuring despatches, and docu- 
ments, as well as to my friends Mr. James Madison 
Cutts, and Dr. J. F. May, of Washington, for their 
friendly aid in effecting tho same object. I am also 
indebted to Mr. Moulton of New York for an abundant 
supply of materials relating to the battle of Buena 
Vista. My thanks are also due to the family of the 
lamented Major Vinton for the admirable portrait of 
General Taylor, drawn by the skilful hand which 
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now lies cold in the tomb. Mr. Root of Pliiladelphia 
and Mr. Van Loan of Washington, will also be pleased 
to accept my thanks, — the former for his excellent 
daguerreotype of Commodore Conner, and the lattur 
for his spirited daguerreotypes of Lieutenant Colonel 
May and Brigadier General Shields. To other 
friends whom I am not at liberty to mention publicly, 
I am under still further obligations. 

Like all cotemporary biography, this work is liable 
to error from a variety of causes which it ia unneces- 
sary to point out. I hope it will be found generally 
accurate ; and I shall always hold myself in readi- 
ness to correct any error which future research may 
discover. 
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CHAPTER I. 

mnx\i Siff — Scibltt in l(( SBic af leiS. 

I £XT in importance to tbe interett esdled 

by tbe performance of heroic deed*, b the 

curiosity preralent among all clawoa, lo 

learn sometiiing of tbe life, characteri md 

general qualificalioiia of the men who bare 

shared the gloriea or perils of Ihow deedf. 

In moat cases this feeling is stTQager or 

weaker in proportion to the approximatioa 

of the actions to our own age and country) 

as well as to their nafnoal importance. 

If the action be the gaining of a battle, or the preserralion of public 

honor, and it take place jiow, not only is the cry of exxiltati<Hi kradt 

hot with it comes an imperative demand fw the history of its 

actuerera. 

A prominent illustration of this principle is nowlidbre iie American 
people. At a time when hosts of armed foes sorrowided a hmdfal 
of men, whose escape appeared utteriy impossible, and when a whole 
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eooQtry was filled with dejection and anxiety for the resalt, 
master-spirit suddenly arose, and by a series of the most rapid and 
brilliant strokes, retrieved his army, sustained the national honor, 
and won for himself immortal laurels. 

The man whose career has thus burst like a meteor on the natioiial 
horizon, has every eye concentrated upon him with wonder and 
admiration ; and with these feeUngs is mingled another — a desire to 
know something of his character and history. 

The ancestors of Greneral Taylor emigrated from England nearly 
two centuries ago, and settled in the eastern part of Virginia. His 
father, Richard Taylor, was bora in that state, where he resided 
until about 1700. Zachary was his second son, and was bom in 
November, 1784, in Orange county, Virginia ; he is therefore a native 
of the same state which gave birth to Washington, Jefierson, Madison, 
Harrison, and many other illustrious Americans. Besides Zachary, 
his father had four sons, Hancock, George, William, and Joseph, 
and three daughters, Elizabeth, Sarah^ and Emily. 

Richard Taylor seems to have possessed a full share of the rest- 
less spirit of active adventure which distinguished the first settlers of 
America. Accordingly, in a little while a^r Boone had explored 
Kentucky, we find him journeying to that wilderness. Here he 
was not only unappalled by the horrors of a country called by the 
natives the dark and bloody ground, and by his hair^breadth escapes 
from the Indians, but he actually formed the design of penetrating to 
New Orleans on foot. This he accomplished alone, through the 
forests and wilderness stretching along the Mississippi, and returned 
by B\dp to Virginia. When the revolution broke out, the courage 
and zeal which he had manifested in resisting the encroachments of 
the mother country, caused him to receive an appointment as colonel 
in the Continental army, the duties of which office he performed in 
a manner that fulfilled the high hopes which had been entertained 
of him. He fought in several of the most important batdes of the 
north, and amopg others, with Washington at Trenton. At the 
dose of the war he retired to his farm in Virginia, where he remained 
until about the year 1900, when he emigrated with his family to 
Kentucky, -in this journey he was accompanied by Colonels 
Orogfaan and Bullitt, both of which names becanie afterwards famous 
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ia the aimals of their state. They settled upon a spot* noted for 
^ kmg and peculiariy Uoody wars of the Indians, and these bmva 
men soon found an ample field in which to display their ooon^ and 
lianiihood. In the burnings and scalpings which happened ahnosl 
weekly. Colonel Taylor so distinguished himself that he was soon 
looked upon as the champion of the white settlers, and the bulwaik 
of their viUagef After a long time the attacks of the savages became 
less frequent, and the population had shaken off their fear at the 
Indian name, and b^gan to assume the appearance of a regular oom- 
monity. Still the usefulness of Colonel Taylor did not cease with 
the causes which had drawn it forth. He became as distinguished 
a citizen as he had form^ly been a soldier, and was entrusted with 
the duties of several very important and responsible stations. He 
was one of the framers of the constitution of Kentucky ; represented 
Jefferson county and Louisville city for many years in both branches 
of the state legislature, and was a member of the electoral eolkges 
which voted for Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Clay. 

Such are a few points in the history of a man whose name wiU 
ever be dear to the American people, as the father of the conqueror 
of Mexico. All allow him to have been of unflinching perseyeranoe^ 
indomitable courage, and zeal and ability to perform the duties of the 
various offices and stations which he was called to fill. 

Under the parentage of such a man it is nothing singular that young 
Zachary should eariy have imbibed a taste for military life. We are 
told that such was the case ; and the common occurrences which daily 
surrounded him tended to foster this feeling. His nursery tales 
were stories of Indian butchery which had but recently been perpe- 
trated upen the neighbors of his parents ; and as he grew larger, he 
often heard the shriek of the maidea and innocent, the sharp crack 
of the lifie that announced their death, and then tl^ fierce conflict 
between the father and his savage foe. He learned to barricade his 
own door, and spend the night in watchful intensity, while looking 
ODt upon nothing but gloomy forests, and some burning cottage far 
in the distance. 

* The colonel*8 &rm adjoined that of Colonel Groghan's flfther, well known 
as Locust GroTo ; and the warmest friendship existed between the two families 
arifliiff not only from ties of Telationahip, but from congenial feelings and 
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At the age of six yean Zachaiy was placed at school, under iim 
direction of a Mr. Ayers. Even hefk he was in continual danger 
of the tomahawk, and many of the lai^r scholars were obliged to go 
armed. While here, young Zachary became distinguished amoQg 
his companions for his activity, decision and bluntness of character^ 
modesty of demeanor, and general intelligence. These are shining 
qualities in a school-boy, and he soon became the acknowledged and 
general favorite of a Jarge portion of his comrades. From a child, his 
mind possessed a keen relish for miUtary narratives, and in youth he 
began to long for an opportunity to display himself in the fidd* 
There still remain of him many anecdotes, all tending to illustrate 
his fondness for activity and adventure. * 

The schoolmaster of General Taylor is still living in the town of 
Preston, near Norwich, Connecticut, where he was bom. Though 
more than seventy years of age, he takes great pleasure in listening 
to the achievements of his pupil, and in recounting anecdotes of him 
when a school-boy. He represents him to have been an excellent 
scholar, possessing an active and inquisitive mind, studious in his 
habits, though of sanguine temperament, quick of apprehension, and 
promising fair for a career of usefulness in life. He had mental 
qualities of thoughtfulness, judgment, shrewdness, and stability, not 
often found united in youth. But a peculiar trait of his character, 
and one not. often connected with a sanguine temperament, was firm- 
ness. This, united with the above named qualities, is an important 
characteristic in a soldier. Upon many occasions, sudden and 
warm impulses, when properly directed by judgment and fLrmness, 
have produced grand achievements ; and though a man may be brave 
to an eminent degree, yet a phlegmatic temperament is calculated to 
restrain the exercise of his bravery at a time when it might lead to 
glorious results. 

Upon leaving school, young Taylor continued the exercise of 
those sports and labors which suited the ardor of his temperament. 
He ofteg performed feats of strength and difficulty v^hich would ex* 
cite the wonder and applause of friends, and rivalry of others. His 
fondness for military life has been mentioned, and it is related that 
even before he commenced a course of rigid tactical instruction, he 
might often be seen with his comrades practising the different evda- 
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tkms of a company-drill, with as much gnrity and emalalMai m 
dioagh under orders before an enemy. 

An opportunity-<wa8 not loi^^anting for the exercise of the teleni 
tfras gradually developing. The difficulties between the United 
Slates and England, rebtire to interruptions of our oommeice and 
tiie impressment of seamen, now presented so alarming an aspect, 
that an early rupture was confidently anticipated. This was an 
excellent opportunity for niany of the wild, young spirits of the west 
to wreak their vengeance against an enemy, who, though respected 
in time of peace, was the object of bitter animosity in war. Volunteer 
<5Qlilpanies were organized in every part of the Union, and the 
** <3tizen soldiery" became an object of great national importance* 

While these events w^re in progress, the whole country ww 
^ectrified by the intelligence that ^ British armed vessel, the Leopaidt 
had fired into the American frigate Chesapeake, kilhng three of her 
men, wounding eighteen, and subsequently carr3ring away four 
others of her crew. This increased the popular indignation 
against Great Britain, as weU as the spirit of determined resistance 
to her attacks. 

Upon reception of the news of this affair, young Taylor applied 
for a commissi(Mi in the army, and was appointed by President 
Jefferson a first lieutenant in the 7th regiment of infantry. This 
step was highly pleasing to his father,, who had been instrumental in 
its accomplishment. 

Meanwhile the difiiculties between the two countries daily ii^ 
creased. The causes of these difficulties are generally known ; but 
it would be well to revert to them for a few moments, in order 
thoroughly to understand the position of our western army, and 
especially the circumstances attending the defence of Fort Harrison* 
England having long been the cding maritime power of the worid, 
made it part of her policy to watch with jealous vigilance the move- 
ments of every navy which ploughed the waters. During the war 
between her and the French Directory, not only was this vigilance 
redoubled upon the vessels of the hostile nation, btttiiyen upcm 
neutrals. In 1793 she issued an ''order in council," by ^rtue of 
which '' all vessels laden wholly or in part with bread stuffs, bound 
to any port in France, or places occupied by French armies, weie 

3 
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raquked to be cMied into England, and their cai^goes either there dis 
posed of, or security given that they should be sold only in the port* 
of a country in amity with Great Britain." The s«ne year another 
order was issued* directing ^' di vessels laden yfith goods, the pro- 
duct of any, colony of France, or carrying provisions or supplies for 

r 

such colony, to be seized and brought iii for adjudication." At 
the same time she claimed the right to muster the crews of all neutral 
vessels, and take from them for her own use any sailors who had 
been bom in England, or who were believed to have been bom 
there. This was called impressment, and under its sanction 
hundreds of American citizens were forced into the British navy fs 
Engliflh i»ailors. In 1806 England declared the whole sea-coast- 
bordering on the British Channel in a state of blockade, and in 
November of the same year, that '* all the ports and places of -France, 
her alUes, or any other country at war with England, or from whidi 
the British flag was excluded, and all their colonies, to be in a state 
of blockade ; and all commerce in articles the produce or manufacture 
of such countries to be unlawful." The result of these proceedings 
was the war of 1812. / 

The conunencement of hostilities found the Americans but iU 
prepared for a successful struggle, and perhaps no part of their vast 
area was more defenceless than the Northwestern territory. The 
setdemente were thin and widely separated, and from the extent of 
ground even a laige army could not act so as to protect and cover 
aU. The Indians east of the Missisnppi numbered 100,000, mostly 
hostUe to the United States, and from that numberf.at least 10,000 
warriors could be mustered. These were connected with the ,vast 
hordes west of that river, and with about one-third of their number 
who resided in Canada. With almost all these tribes the British 
had formed treaties of friendship, and had established stations in 
different parts of their territory, from which they were supplied with 
ammunition and military stores. Their great chief, Tecumseh, 
had long been perfecting a scheme by which he hoped to unite all 
the Indians from the great lakes to the gulf, in onatenfederatioa* 
whose efforte were to be directed against the western setders. Be- 
sides all this,'the proximity to the British settkments of Canada 
and New Britain afforded the enemy every facility for precipitatiog 
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their troops upon a frontier where they would meet with fcaredly a 
tenable fort. 

"With a view I9 defend this* territory, and excite, if pofl«ble» the 
Canadians to revolt, )^illiain Hall, governor of the Michigan terri- 
tory, was appointed a brigadier general, with the command of the 
forces to operate on Canada. He joined the army at Detroit, and 
oa the 12th of Jaly, 1812, made a descent upon Canada. Upon 
his entrance into that province, he pablished a proclamation, inviting 
ail the inhabitants to leave the British standard, and denouncing 
heavy penalties to all those who should either oppose his progress 
or j^in the Indians. This invitation was attended with considerable 
suctsess ; but while his allies were looking for some active operationSt 
the general suddenly recrossed the river to Detroit. Here he was 
soon afterward attacked by General Brock, governor of Canada, and 
to the utter astonishment of his whole army, surrendered the entiie 
command into the hands of his antagonist 

The loss of the whole northwestern army, the fortress of Detrmt, 
and the military posts of that region, together with the whole territory 
of MichigaQ within sixty ^ys afler the declaration of war, was 
a subject of universal astonisbment and alarm. In consequence of 
it, the great body of Indians, ever ready to join the successful party, 
flocked to the British standard, prepared to renew their ravages with 
increased severity. The state of Ohio, and the regsm now forming 
Indiana and Illinois became dangerously exposed. Large numbers 
of Indians were contained within their Infers, who, in connection 
with those withoiDl, would now be induced to joii\ the enemy. Had 
the anny under General Hull been successful, and the British depot 
at Maiden broken up, the savages, deprived of their supplies, would 
have been obliged to remain neutral, or have been awed into sub- 
IBission. 

The alarm occasioned by this disaster did not, however, hinder 
the Americans from adopting measures to retrieve it. Volunteers 
flocked to the standard of their country in great numbers, burning 
with zeal to ftrfenge its disgrace. Aided by the indefatigable exer- 
tions of the governors of the territories, their army soon amounted 
to eight thousand men, who were placed under the command of 
General Harrison, governor of Indiana, and a brigadier in the 
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United States service, in whose talents and experience the western 
country had the most perfect confidence. Their object was to sub- 
due the Indians of the west, and to recover what had been lost at 
Detroit. 

Such was the origin of the war of 1812, and its commencement 
in the. N(wth western territory. At the very first stroke the American 
loss was heavy, and to reinspire that confidence in the efficiency of 
their arms, which the nation had ever felt, it became necessary for 
every leading officer, however smaJi his command, to act with con- 
summate prudence and bravery. Small forts^ere scattered around 
in various directions, and the defence of these was entrusted only 
to those in whom General Harrison had the most perfect confidence. 
One of these was a small and weak stockade fort, called in honor 
of the commanding general. Fort Harrison. It was situated on the 
Wabash river, in Indiana, the very heart of the Indian country, and 
had for some time been threatened by the Miami and other large 
tribes. The selection of a commander for this station was a subject 
of considerable importance, but it at length devolved upon Captain 
Taylor. In this appointment the general was no doubt influenced 
by the success of Taylor in his many previous skirmishes with the 
Indians, for which he had been advanced firom the rank of lieutenant 
to that of captain. TTiis \;^as under Governor Shelby, previous to 
the commencement of hostilities with Great Britain, 

Upon assuming the command of Fort Harrison, Taylor not only 
found the works in a miserable condition, but also that of the small garri- 
son of fifty men, all excepting about twenty were disabled by sickness. 
Notwithstanding these discouraging circumstances, he set himself 
earnestly to work' in order to render the fort4efensibfe. The principal 
defences consisted of an upper and lower blockhouse, and a fort with 
two bastioiis. These he strengthened by other small fortifications, and 
especially by judicious arrangements of his fire arms, and took every 
measure to supply his men with ample provisions of food and am- 
munition, and to inspire them with confidence in themselves. 

The first indications of an attack were manifested on Thursday, 
the 3d of September. A delegation from the Miami Indians then 
informed the captain that the " Prophet," brother of Tecumseh, was 
advancing with his party toward the fort, and that tbe Miamis were 
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aboat to retire fiom that region. On the same erauog two yoaag 
citizens were making hay at the distance of aboat fimr huadrad 
yards from the fort. Soon after retreat beating, four guns weio 
heard in that direction, and the gnison were iomiedialel^impresied 
with the belief that the men had been surprised and murdered by 
the Indians. On account of the btei^ess of the hour it was not 
thought prudent to search for them then, and thair non-s^^jpearanoe 
after a long and anxious watch convinced the captain that his suspi- 
cions of their fate wiHet correct Nothing further transpired thai 
night, and the next morning at eight o'clock a corporal with a small 
party was detached to investigate the result of the firing, if it could 
be done widiout too much risk of being* drawn into an ambBSoads^ 
The corporal soon sent a messenger back to the fort, informing the 
commander that he had found the two dead bodies, and requesting 
further orders. A cart and oxen were sent out, and the murdered 
men brought tothe fort. Each had been shot with two balls, scalped, 
and horribly mangled^ They were buried within the fort. This 
drcumstance caused the garrison to redouble their vigilance. Addi- 
tional sentinels were posted, and the officers of the goavi directed to 
walk the round all night, in order to prevent, if possible, a surprise. 

Late on the evening of the 4 th, an old man named Joseph LenaTt 
with between thirty and forty Indians, arrived from the Prophet's 
town with a white flag. Among these were ten women, and the 
men were the chiefs from the different tribes composing the Prophet's 
party. The object of this mission, as stated by a Shawnee who 
spoke English, was to obtain another interview on the following 
morning, and to buy provisions. There could be no doubt, how* 
ever, that their true objept was to spy the strength of the garrison, 
and throw them off their guard. Accordingly, after retreat beating, 
the men's arms were examined, and their cartridges completed to 
sixteen rounds per man. So miserable, however, was the, health 
of the soldiers, that the captain despaired of a successful defence in ' 
case of an attack from a large force — even his small guard of six 
privates and two non-commissioned officers were not able to do ser- 
vice every di^. '^ 

Soon after the departure of the Indians the captain was obliged 
to retire to rest in consequmice of debili^ from a late violent atladc 
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of fevei^. His sleep was short Before retiring he had cautaoned 
the gaard to be vigilant, and take every precaution to prevent sur- 
prise, and at eleven o'clock he was awakened by a shot from one 
of the sedMnels. He immediately arose, and ordered each man to 
his post. At this moment the orderly sergeant having charge of the 
upper blockhouse, called out that a body of Indians had fired the 
lower one. Under cover of the night they had accomplished this, 
unseen by the garrison, and they now opened a pretty active fire, 
which was returned by the Americans. The cry of firt threw the 
whoie fort into confusion ; the soldiers gave up all for lost, when they 
saw the flames communicate with a quantity of whisky in the block- 
house, aiyl rush up in wide sheets toward the barracks, which made 
part of the fortifications. Some women and children who were in 
the fort ran among the garrison, imploring for succor, and filling the 
air with their lamentations. This, with the bowlings of hundreds 
of Indians, rendered that night-scene one sufficient to appal the 
stoutest heart. But amid all this uproar one man remained cool 
and determined, — ^that man was the young commander of the fort, 
and to his self-possession was owing the safety of the garrison. Im- 
mediately on perceiving the flames, he ordered water to be brought 
from the well in buckets, but in consequence of debility and the in- 
fluence of terror upon the soldiers, these orders were but languidly 
executed. He then informed the men that their only means of 
safety was to keep the end of the fortification nearest the blockhouse 
continually wet, that by so doing not only might the whole row of 
buildings be saved, but an opening of only eighteen or twenty feet 
left for the Indians to enter afler the house was consumed, and, that 
even here their entrance might be prevented by the erection of a 
temporary breastwork. The chance of escape from imminent 
danger inspired the men with a firmness bordering on desperation. 
Under the direction of Dr. Clark those who were able, mounted the 
tops of the houses amid a shower of balls, and in a very short time 
had thrown oflf the greater part of the roof nearest to the burning 
building. This was done with the loss of but one man killed and 
two wounded. During this time two of the men> lej^d from the 
pidcets and ran toward the enemy. Their cowardice was but ill 
lewBidedy^-one of them was killed, and the othor returned before 
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cbj to the gate, where he bagged «<lbr God's sake*' to be admitted. 
Not being lecognized, his attempt was supposed to be a stntagvn of 
tfae Indians to gain admittaooe into the fort» and he was fired upon* 
The shot not taking effect, he lan roond to the other bastion when 
liiB Toioe was recognized, and he was directed by Dr. Clark to lie 
do^wn dose to the pickets behind an empty barrel. He there re- 
mained until daylight, when he was admitted. His arm was brokea 
in a shocking manner, and he was otherwise greatly mangled. 

While a part of the garrison were thus demolishii^ tfae rooC ^ 

men below were using every exertion to prevent the destruction of 

the barracks. They were several times on fire, and extinguished 

cmly by the most active efforts. During the whole time, and while 

laboring at their breastwork, the men were exposed to a heavy fire 

firom the Indians, as well as to a shower of arrows which rained 

around them in great quantities. Before morning the work was ad- 

Tanced to the height of a man, with the loss of but one seedier killed. 

The approach of daylight enabled tfae Americans to aim widi 

more precision and success, and at six o'clock their fire had beoome 

BO destructive as to cause the Indians to remove from the reach of 

their guns. At this disappointment of their ekpeeted booty, the 

savages became furious ; and driving up the horses and a number of 

hogs belonging to the citizens, they shot them in front of the fort 

They also seized all the cattle belonging to private individuals, 

aonounting to sixty-five head, together with the oxen, which were 

public property. 

As the enemy continued in sight that day, the American com- 
mander was busily occupied in repairing the damages of the fort. 
The vacancy caused by the burning of the blockhouse was filled up 
by a strong row of pickets, obtained by demolishing the guard house. 
The other defences were also strengthened, and provision made 
against a second attempt to fire the buildings. 

The Indians, however, had been so severely handled that they 
did not consider it advisable to renew the attack. They continued 
within sight until the morning of the 6th, when the garrison were 
rdieved of their presence. The loss of the Indians had been heavy, 
but as they were veryjmmerous, each dead body was carried firom 
the field. Notwithstanding the apparent friendliness of the Miamis 
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on the evening of the assault, there is Utile doubt but that ihe whofe 
of their tribe was among the Prophet's party:. 

Afler the attack the garrison were obliged to sulisist upon a scanty 
supply of green com, all their provisions having been intercepted or 
destroyed by the enamy. Captain Taylor used great exertions to for- 
ward despatches to General Harrison, but as every road was guarded 
by strong parties of Indians, his messengers were obliged to return. 
The following letter will convey some idea of the difficulties under 
which he labored. 

''Fort Harrison, Sept. l^th, 1812. 

*' Dear Sir :-— I wrote to you on the 10th instant, giving you an 
account of an attack on this place, as wdl as my situation, which 
account I attempted to send by water ; but the two men whom I 
despatched in a canoe after night found the^ river so well guarded 
that they were obliged to xftium. The Indians had built a fire on 
the bank of the river a short distance below the garrison, which gave 
them an opportunity of seeing any craft that might attempt to pass, 
and were waiting with a canoe ready to mtercept it. I expect the 
Ibrt as well as the road to Vincennes is as well or better watched 
than the river. But my situation compels me to make one other 
attempt by land, and my orderly seigeant and one other man set out 
to-night, with strict orders to avoid the road in the day-time, and 
depend entirely on the woods, although neither of them have ever 
been in Vincennes by land, nor do they know any thing of the 
country ; but I am in hopes that they will reach you in safety. I 
send them with great reluctance, from their ignorance of the woods. 
I think it very probable there is a large party of Indians waylaying 
the road between this and Vincennes, likely about the Narroiys, for 
the purpose of intercepting any party that may be coming to this 
place, as the cattle they got here will supply them plentifully with 
pxovisions for some time to come. Please, &c., 

" His excellency, Governor Harrison." Z. Taylor.** 

At the time of the writing of this letter Colonel Russell was with- 
in fifleen miles of Fort Harrison, with a reinforcement of six hundred 
mounted rangers, and five hundred infantry. He arrived on the 
10th, to the utter surprise of Captain Taylor, who had not heard 
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of eren his approach. Some time after the ganixm was fbrtfaer 
leinforced by about 4000 men under Major General Hopkina. 

On the llth of November the army left Fort Harriaon on an ex* 
pedition to the Prophet's town, which they reached on the IMu 
They destroyed the town, which oonsbted of about forty huts, and 
the Kickapoo village of one hundred and sixty, together with all the 
standing com. They also reconnoitered the surrounding country, 
and constructed several works of defence. In every operation 
Captain Taylor took an efficient part, and we find him mentioned 
in the despatches of Hopkins as an officer who had lendared 
** prompt and effectual support in every instance.'* 

On his return from thi» expedition Taylor found a package for 
him from the seat of government. This, on being opened, was dis- 
covered to contain a commission from President Madison, conierripg 
on him the rank of brevet major, as a rewanl for his gallant defence 
of Fort Harrison, of which it bore the date. This is said to have 
been the first brevet ever conferred in the American army. 

Major Taylor continued actively engaged in the war of 1812 
until its close, although in consequence of his not being entrasled 
with any other separate command it is difficult to trace his progress. 
The skill and bravery, however, which he displayed in the defence 
of Fort Harrison, inspired both his comrades and the country with 
confidence in his superior abilities as an officer ; and indeed sudi a 
defence under the trying difficulties of desertion, conflagration, and a 
savage foe, to whose numbers his own were bu| a handful, was 
sufficient to establish his reputation as a soldier of sterling qualities.* 

* Early in life General Taylor married a lady of Virginia, whow fiunily 
emigrated to Kentucky, and who was some relation to his father. The geneni 
is related either by marriage or blood to many of the noblest fiunilies of 
America — ^Preston, Gaines, Clay, Pendleton, Monroe^ and others. He has 
bad five children, one of which died in early life. The eldest daughter is the 
lady of Dr. Ward, a surgeon of high standing in the army. The second, 
Sarah Knox, called ailer General Knox, and always known by her second 
name, married Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, now a brigadier, and late member 
of Congress from MississippL She was extremely accomplished, both in per- 
son and education, but survived her marriage only a few months. Elizabeth, 
(known only as ** Betty Taylor,'') was educated at Madame Grelaud's, in 
Philadelphia, and is now witii her mother at Baton Houge. Richard, the only 
loo^about twenty-four years old, was many years «t Cambridge, bat is now 
•Iso at Baton Rouge. 

4 



CHAPTER II. 

^rtbict En t|it dplaitba ZRat. SfattU of ®ktftSioitt* 

FTER the treaty of Ghent, in 
1816, Major Taylor remained in 
I the West for eeveral years, moving 
\ from one post to another, as the 
^ interest of the service called him. 
/ In 1632, he was promoted to the 
^ rank of colonel ; and in an early 
^ stage of the war in Florida he was 
ordered to that country. 

This war is remarkable for its 
obstinacy, and ihe singular manner 
in which it was conducted. The 
man who had become a veteran in 
open batde, when he entered Florida was obli^, to a certain ex- 
tent, to learn an entirely new course of tactics. The Indians con 
cealed themselves within dense swamps, where it was inipossifale 
for an aimy to follow them ; and froip these they sallied at night, 
in order to cut up small parties, and devastate the country. The 
extent of these swamps scattered the speranons over so large a 
■pace, that it was impossible for an army to defend the country 
widiBnyd^ree of efficiency. In's short time Ihe war became un- 
popular with the soldiers themselves, who were exposed to every 
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diqger, vithont the power of properiy defendii^ thenunlTee ; and 
the OQEDmaiid of the army in Foiida, became a phrase* whose "MMwug 
was a concentration of di£Scolty and periL 

In this war few officers distinguished theqiselres more than 
Colonel Taylor. He was continually in active service* and won for 
himself the esteem of both officers and soldiers. But his greatest 
achievement, and that for which he is principally remembered in 
ooDoection with Florida, was the battle of Okee-Ghobee. 

This battle was fought on the 25ih of December, 1837, between 
the Americans, under Colonel Taylor, and the Seminoles and 
Mickasukies, commanded by their chiefs. Alligator and Sam Jones. 
The United States army had now been in the Florida service for 
two years, and the colonel commanded the first brigade, stationed 
at Fort Crardner, south of the Withlacoochee. On the 19th of 
December he received a communication firom Major-General Jesup« 
informing him that all hopes of bringing the war to a close by nego- 
tiation through the interference or mediation of the Cherokee defo- 
gation, were at an end, and that Sam Jones, with the Mickasnkies* 
had determined to " fight to the last.*' It also directed him to pro- 
ceed with the least possible delay, against any portion of the enemy 
he might hear of, and to destroy or capture them. 

The next morning after receiving this communication, the colontl 
left an adequate force under two officers, to protect the depot, and 
marched with the remainder of his command, having with htm but 
twelve days' rations, his means of transportation not enabling him 
to carry more. His force was composed of Captain Morris's com- 
pany of the fourth artillery, consisting of thirty-five men ; the first 
in&ntry, under Colonel Davenport,* one hundred and ninety-seven 
strong ; the fourth infentry, under LieutenantrColonel Foster, two 
hundred and seventy-four ; the Missouri volunteers, one hundred 
and eighty ; Moigan's spies, forty-seven ; and thirty pipneers, 
thirteen pontoniers, and seventy Delaware Indians ; making in all, 
exclusive of officers, one thousand and thirty-two men. The 
greater part of the Shawnees had been detached, and the remainder 
refused to accompany him, under pretext that many of them were 
siokt end the rest without moccasins. 
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I HE anny mored down the vrea 

■ideofthe KitBimmee.inasouth 

em cooTBe, towards Lake Islopoga 

The colonel waa induced to takt 

ihis route for Eeveral reasons. H t 

bad learned that a portion of the 

many were in that direction, and 

imagined that if General Jesup 

Bhould fall in with the Mickasukies 

and driTe them before him, they 

i mighlattempttoeacapeb^crosBii^ 

; the Kissimmee, from the east to the 

I westmdeoTdiepeninsula.between 

FoTt Gardner and itasnlnnce into 

Okee-Chobee, in which case he 

might be near at hand la intercept them. He also wished to overawe 

such of the Lidians as had been making propoaitions to give themselves 

iqi,biit had been slow to falfil their promise ; to erect block-houses and 

a sraall picket work on the Kissimmee, forfy or fitly miles belov 

the fort, for a third depot. By this means ho hoped to obtain 2 

knowledge of the country, as he had no guide to rely on, and also 

to open a commanication with Colonel Smith, who was operating 

by his orders, up the Caloosehalchee or Sanybel river. 

In the evening of his first day's march, Cotoucl Taylor met Ibe 
Indian Chief Jumper, with his family and a part of his band, consist- 
ing of fifteen men, some of them with families and a few negroes, on 
his way to deliver himself up in conformity to a previous arran^ 
ment with the Colonel. The whole consisted of sixty three persons, 
and were conducted by Captain Parks, a h^^ breed at the head of 
the friendly Indians, both Shawnees and Delawares. The army 
encamped that night near the spot, and the next morning having sent 
on Jumper and his party to Fort Frazer, the Colonel continued his 
march, at the same time sending forward three Seminoles to gain 
int^genoe concerning the position of the enemy. About noon of 
the a^e day he sent forward one battalion of Gentry's regimen^ 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Price, who was ordefed 
" to pick up any stragglers that might fall in his way ; to encamp two 
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or three miles in advance of the main force ; to act witii grett cir* 
cumspection, and to communicate promptly any oc car re n ce of im- 
portance that might take place in his vi inity.^' 

Aboat ten o'clock in the morning, T< ylor seoeived a note fiom 
Colonel Price, stating that the three Seminoles sent forward in tlie 
morning had returned ; that they had been near where Alligator had 
encamped, twelve or fifteen miles in advance of his present position ; 
that Alligator had left there with a part of his family ibnr days 
before, under pretext of separating his friends and relatives from the 
Mickasukies, preparatory to his surrendering with them ; that there 
were several families remaining at the camp referred to, who wished 
to give themselves up, and would remain there until Colonel Taylor 
took possession of them, but who were in great danger of being 
carried away that night by the Mickasukies, who were encamped at 
no great distance from them. 

In consequence of this intelligence Colonel Taylor put himself at 
the head of his mounted men a little after midnight, and ailer direct- 
ing Lieutenant Colonel Davenport to follow him eaiiy in the morning* 
he commenced his march, joined Price, crossed Istopoga outlet, and 
soon afler daylight took position at the encampment referred to, and 
had the satisfaction to find that the inmates, amounting in all to 
twenty-two individuals, had not been disturbed. One of their num- 
ber informed him that Alligator was anxious to deliver himself up ; 
and this individual, who was an old man, was subsequently employed 
on a mission to inform Ihe chief, that if sincere in his professions he 
should have a conference next day at a place designated on the Kis- 
simmee. 

Upon the arrival of Colonel Davenport with the infantry, Colonel 
Taylor moved on to the place of meeting with Alligator, near which, 
as he reached it late in the evening, he encamped. At eleven o'clock 
the old Indian returned, bringing a very equivocal message from Al- 
ligator, whom, according to his report, he met accidentally. He also 
stated that the Mickasukies were still encamped on the opposite side 
of the river, where they had remained for some days, with a deter- 
mination to fight the United States troops. In this humor the 
Colonel determined to indulge them as soon as possible. Accord- 
ingly, the nex^ morning he took the old Indian for his guide, crossed 
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the Kissimmee, and reached Alligator's encampment, which 
situated on the edge of ^ Cabbage Tree Hammock," in the nndat 
of a large prairie. From the appearance of thift'^and other encamp- 
ments in the vicinity, together with the many evidences of slaugh- 
tered cattle, it was evident that the population must have numbered 
several hundreds. 

Before Taylor commenced this march he had laid out a small 
stockade fort for the protection of a future depot, and left the pio- 
neers, pontoniers, eighty-five sick and disabled infanby , and a portion 
of the friendly Indians, together with all his artillery and heavy ba§^ 
gage, under the protection of Captain Monroe. This enabled him 
to move much faster than if encumbered by wounded and baggage, 
and brought him nearly on a level with his wary enemy. 

Soon after the arrival, the spies surprised another encampment^ 
situated at a small distance from the first, in the midst of a twamp 
It contained a small party of young men, one old one, and some 
women and children, who raised a white flag and were taken pri 
soners. They were Seminoles, and informed Colonel Taylor tha' 
the Mickasukies, headed by A-vi-a-ka (Sam Jones) were at the dis- 
tance of about twelve miles, securely encamped in a swamp, and 
prepared to fight. Upon receiving this information the commander 
dismissed the old man, and afler making provision for those who 
came in, moved forward under guidance of the Seminoles, toward 
the camp of the Mickasukies. 

Between the hours of two and three in the aflemoon, the army 
reached a very dense cypress swamp, through which they passed 
with great difficulty, and under continual apprehension of an attack 
from a concealed foe. The necessary dispositions for batde were 
arranged at the same time ; but the soldiers crossed without gaining 
sight of the enemy, and encamped for the night on the opposite side. 
During the passage of the rear, Captain Parks, who was in advance 
with a few friendly Indians, encountered two of the enemy's spies, 
and succeeded in capturing one of them who was on foot. He wan 
a young warrior of great activity, armed with an excellent rifle, fifty 
balls in his pouch, and an adequate proportion of powder. This 
Indian confirmed the information previously received from other pri- 
I, and in addition, stated that a large body of Seminoles, headed 
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lyy Mm Cohna, Goaeoochee, Alligator* and odier cliiafi^ 
eatmped five or six miles from the Americana, near the Mickarakiea» 
tfie latter being sepanM by a cypresa awamp and a denae ham- 



The army moved forward at daylight the next momii^, and after 
naarching five or six miles reached another C3rpreaa swamp, on the 
l>orders of which was a deserted camp of the Seminolea. It had 
evidently contained several hundred persons, and exhibited veiy pbin 
xnanifestations of having been abandoned in a hurry, as several fins 
^virere still burning, and quantities of beef l3ring on the gmmd unodH 
flumed. 

Upon reaching this encampment the troope were again arranged 
in order of batde, and again disappointed in their expectation of see* 
ii^ an enemy. After remaining for some time, they crossed tha 
awamp mA entered a laige prairie in their front, on which two or 
three hundred cattle, and a number of Indian ponies were graxing • 
Here was captured another young warrior, armed and equipped like 
the former. He pointed to a dense hammock on the righV about a 
mile distant, in which he said the Indians were situated, and waiting 
to give battle. 

In this place the final disposition was made for an attack. The 
army was drawn up in two lines ; Morgan's spies and the volunteers 
under Gentry, in extended order, formed the first line, with inatruo- 
tions to enter the hammock, and if attacked and hard pressed, to &11 
back in the rear of the regular troops, out of reach of the enemy's 
fire ; the second line was composed of the fourth and sixth infantry, 
who were instructed to sustain the volunteers. The first infanHy 
was held in reserve. 

These arrangements being completed, the whole force moved on 
in the direction of the hammock, and afler proceeding about a quarter 
of a mile reached the swamp, on the opposite side of which the 
enemy were stationed. This was three-quarters of a mile wide, ex^ 
tending on the left as far as the eye could reach, and on the right to 
a part of the swamp and hammock they had just crossed, through 
which ran a deep creek. It consisted of an oozy mass of mud and 
water nearly two feet deep, over which waved a thick growth of 
ooarae ** saw-grass," as tall as a man, and was utterly impaaaabie to 
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cavalry, and nearly so to foot. In consequence of this, aU the men 
were dismounted at the edge of the swamp, and the horses and bag^- 
gage left under a suitable guard. At the same time Captain Allen 
was detached with the two companies of mounted infantry to examine 
the swamp and hammock to the right ; and in case of not finding the 
enemy in that direction, to return to the baggage ; but in either case 
if he heard a heavy firing, immediately to join Colonel Taylor. 

These arrangements being satisfactorily completed, the army 
crossed the swamp in order of batde. The volunteers and spies 
had scarcely reached the borders of the swamp, when a heavy ^re 
was opened upon them by a laige body of Indians. This was 
returned for a short time with considerable spirit, but they soon lost 
their gallant commander. Colonel Gentry, who fell mortally wounded. 
Afler this misfortune they fled in disorder, and instead of forming in 
the rear of the regulars, as had been directed, they retired across 
the swamp, to their baggage and horses ; n<Hr would they again 
enter into action as a body, although efforts were made by Colcmd 
Taylor's staff to induce them to do so. At this success, the In- 
dians rushed forward upon the second line, at the same time dis- 
chaiging a heavy fire of musketry. They were, however, coolly 
ipet aiid driven back by the fourth and sixth infantry. The heat 
of battle was principally borne by five companies of the latter ; 
yet they not only, sustained it firmly, but continued to advance 
until their commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson and his adju- 
tant, Lieutenant Carter, were killed ; they were then obliged to retire 
^a short distance, and reform. So great had been the loss of 
Mbe companies, that every officer, with a single exception, together 
with most of the non-commissioned, including the sergeant-major 
and four of the orderly sergeants, was killed or wounded ; and one 
of them had but four members uninjured. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Foster, with six companies, amounting in all 
to one hundred and sixty men, gained the hammock in good order, 
where he was joined by Captain Noel, with the two remaining 
oompanies of the sixth infantry, and Captain Gillam, of Gentry's 
volunteers, with a few additional men. I'hese, by a change of 
front, succeeded in separating the enemy's line, and continued to 
drive them until they reached the Lake Okee-Chobee, which was 
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m the rear of the enemy's position, and bordered .their cnciap* 
inent for nearly a mile. As soon as Colonel Taylor was infonnsd 
that Captain Allen was advancing^, he ordered the first ipfantry to 
moTC to ihe left, gain the enemy's right flank and turn it. This 
order Mras executed with promptness and effect ; as soon as the 
regiment got into position the Indians gave one fire and retreated, 
being^ pursued by the first, fourth, and sixth, and some few voloii- 
teers, until near night. This chase was a most fatting one, as 
the enemy scattered in all directions, and the troops were obliged 
to follow over a swampy and rugged surface. 

This action was long and severe, continuing from half past twdve 
ontal about three, p. m. The Indians had selected the stQ>ngeat 
position of the swamp, and were covered in fhrnt by a small stream, 
'whose quicksands rendered, it- almost impassable. In addition to 
this, their front was conceded and partly protected by a growth 
of thickly interwoven hammock, and their flanks were secured by 
impassable swamps. They numbered about seven bundled wai^ 
imrs, and were led by Alligator, Coacoochee, and Sam Jones. 

Colonel Taylor's force amounted to about five hundred men, 
only part of whom wei-e regulars. In passing the stream they 
sunk to the middle m mire, and were continually exposed to the 
fire of the enemy ; and for a while during the battle, both parties 
fought hand to hand. The Americans lost twenty-six killed, and 
one hundred and twelve wounded. Among the slain were Colonels 
Gentry and Thompson, Captain Van Swearingen, and Lieutenants 
Carter and Brook, all of whom fell at the head of their respective 
commands. The loss of the Indians was never ascertained ; they 
left ten bodies on the field, and doubtless carried away a laige num* 
ber, according to their invariable practice. During the whole eur 
gagement the Colonel was on horseback, passing from point to point, 
*and cheering his men, though he himself was exposed to the com- 
plete range of the Indian rifles. 

As soon as the enemy were thoroughly broken, Colonel Taylor 
turned his attention to the wounded. He had previously ordered 
an encampment to be formed near his baggage ; and to facilitate his 
operations, he directed Captain Taylor to cross to that spot and 
employ every individual whom he might find there, in constructing 
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» * * ^ 

a small fodtway aerqps the awamp. By great exertions this virm 
oompleted a short time after dark, when all tlie dead and woanded* 
'with tho. exception of the body of a private, which could not be 
found, wetf carried across in Utters. 

In speaking of this disastrous though successful action, Cdoiid 
Taylor, *in his official conunumcation to the department, sayB:— - 
**1 trust that I may*be permitted to say, that I experienced one of 
the most trjriag scettes of my life, and he who could have looked oa it 
with indifference, his nerves must have been very differently oigan- 
ized from my own. Besides the killed there lay one hundred and 
twelve wounded, officers and soldiers, who had accompanied me one 
hundred and forty*five miles, most of the way through an unex- 
plored wilderness, without guides, who had so gallantly *beat the 
enemy, under my orders, in his strongest position, and who had to 
be conveyed back through swamps and hammocks, from whence 
we set out, without any apparent means of doing it. This servicey 
^howevflTy was encountered and overcome, and they have been conr 
veyed thus far, and proceeded on to Tampa 'Bay, on rude litteiSy 
constructed with the axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides ; 
die latter being found in great abundance at \he encampment of the 
hostiles. The litters were conveyed on the backs ef our weak and 
tottering horses, aided by the residue of the command, with more ease 
and comfort to the sufferers than I could have supposed ; and with 
as much as they could have been in ambulances of the roost im- 
proved aad modem construction." 

The day after the batde Colonel Taylor and his command re- 
mained at their encampment, occupied in taking care of the woundec^ 
and in the sad office of interring the dead. They also prepared 
litters for the removal of the wounded, and detached a portion of the 
mounted men to collect the horses and catde which had been left by 
the enemy. Of the former they found about a hundred, many of 
which were V saddled, and three hundred oxen. 

On the morning of the 27th, Colonel Taylor led the encampment, 
and at about noon next day reached the post on the Kissimmee, 
where he had left his heavy baggage. Finding the stockade which 
he had ordered Captain Monroe to construct, nearly in a state of 
completion, he left two companies and a few Indians to garrison it» 
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and proceeded towards Fort Gardner. Arriving Ime ke sent on the 
wounded to Tampa Bay, with the fturth and sixth infantry ; the 
fiMrmer to halt at Fort Frazer. He himself remained at Fo^ Gardner 
with the first, in order to make preparations to retake the fidd, de- 
signing to do so as soon as his hovaes could be recruited, and his 
sapplies in a sufficient state of i(Hrwardness to justify that meaflure. 

In his despatch, the Colcmel speaks in high itnns of the behavior 
of the regulars, especiafly of the sixth infantry, tad dei^natee pai^ 
ticular actions of the following officers, most of whom had been 
eo^gaged with him in the campaigns of Florida, and some have ainee 
been known in a more conspicuous theatre of action— Lieutenant 
Colonel Davenport, Colonel Foster, Major Graham, Captain ^Uen, 
Lieutenant Hooper, Captain Noel, Lieutenant Wood, Captain An- 
drews, Lieutenant Walker, Colonel Gentry, Captain Gillam, Lieu- 
tenant Blakely, Captain Childs, Lieutenants Rogers, Flanagan, 
Hase, Gorden, Hil^-^kiffin, Harrison, McClure, Major Soonoet 
Captain Taylor, LieatenaiitpColonel Thompson, Captain Swearingeny 
Adjutant Carter, Lieutenant Brook, Major Brant, and Lieutenant 
Babbitt. His remarks upon Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson deserve 
remembrance, as disphq^ing a tenderness of heart and warmth of 
Mendship, which enhances the merit of all his military pedbim- 
anoes :— • 

*' It is due to his rank and talents, as well as to his long and im- 
portant services, that I particularly mention Lieutenant-Colon^ A. R. 
Thompson, of the sixth infantry, who fell in the dischaife of his 
duty at the head of his regiment He was in feeble health, brought 
on by exposure to this climate during the past summer, refusing to 
leave the country while his regiment continued in it. Although he 
received two balls from the fire of the enemy early in the action, 
which wounded him severely, yet he appeared to disregard them, 
and continued to give his orders with the same coolness that he 
would have done had his regiment been under review, or on any 
parade duty. Advancing he received a third ball, which^at onoe 
deprived him of life; his last words were — 'Keep steady men, 
ohaige the hammock — remember the regiment to which you belong.' 
I had known Colonel Thompson personally only for a short time, 
und the more I knew of him, the more I wished to know ; and had 
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his life been spfved, our acquaintance, no doubt, would have lipentd 
into the closest friendship. Under such circumBtances, there are 
few, if any other than his bereaved wife, mother and sisters, 'who 
more deeply and sincerely lament his loss, or who will longer 
cherish Ins memory, than myself." 

m 

The battle of Okee-Chobee had a very beneficial influence upov 
the efforts to subdue the Indians of Florida. An officer writing 
firom Fort Bassinger subsequent to it, says : ^ The Lidian prisoncis 
now admit that they lost twenty killed on the ground, and a ^reat 
many wounded, in the fight with Ccdonel Taylor. They had a 
strong position and fought well, but were terribly whipped, and have 
never returned near the ground since. Jumper, Alligator, and other 
warriors afterwards came in, and were subsequently employed by 
the Colonel in inducing their hostile companions to surrender them- 
selves ; by this means large numbers deUvered themselves to the 
Americans. Indeed the general policy pursued by Colonel Taylor 
while in Florida, together with his industry and perseverance, and 
the hardy constitution he possessed, rendered his services immensely 
valuable to the government in subduing the savages and giving peace 
and safety to the southern frontier. The country was not insensible 
of his value, and the department at Washington conferred on him the 
rank of Brigadier-General by brevet, to take date from the battle of 
Okee-Chobee. 

Taylor now established himself at Fort Bassinger, on the Kis- 
simmee, about twenty miles west of Fort Lloyd. On the first of 
Maveh following, Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War, wrote to Major- 
Oeneral Jesup a letter, of which the following is an extract : 

" The department indulge the hope, that with the extensive means 
fdaced at your disposal, the war by a vigorous effort might be 
brought to a close this campaign. If, however, you are of opinion ' 
that firom the nature of the country, and the character of the enemy, 
such a result is impracticable, and that it is advisable to make a 
temporary arrangement with the Seminoles, by which the safety of 
the setdements and the posts will be secured throughout the summer, 
you are at liberty to do so. In that event you will establish posts 
'at Tampa, and on the eastern shore, and wherever else they are, in 
your opinion, necessary to preserve the peace of the country ; and 
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I would sqggeat the propriety of kaving Coloiid ZaA»7 Tqrbrof 
the first infantry ia commuid of them." 

Accoidingiy Colonel Taylor received the ooamaiid of the poste 
■too^ the frontier. 

Greneral Jesup having reported that the operatiou ia Flnidk 
would probably terminate cm tbe first of May, the Adjutant OoNnl 
issaed a "general order" on the tenth -of April, 1888, ""^'ig audi 
a dispoBition of the forces aa seemed necearary. Tho fiAh artida 
of this paper reads as fdlows : 

** M^or General Jesup will take all the neoerary orders fiir Ae 
prompt execution of thb order, and will then turn over the ■""■■■"mI 
of the troops in Florida to brevet Brigadier-Geaend Z. Taylor, 

Colood of the first infantry and remune the duties of Qnaitn- 

mastei General." 

Agreeably to this^rder, General Taylor aseumcd tbe "fmn s wl 
of the Florida army in tbe following May. Here be remained nntfl 
1840, when, upon requesting leave to retire, he waa rdiered by 
BrigadteT-General Armietead, and with bis family airived in New 
Orleans on the 31st of June. 



CHAPTER III. 

fiCatnmintftnfnt of tftt 0ltt{tav SBIai. 

I ITHERTO we hare viewed Gene- 
ral Taylor as the commander of bnt 
small forces, and acting under cii- 
cumstasces not r&ry favorable U> ibe 
' acqUisiiion of a general or laatii^ po> 
. pularity. The maas of a communis 
s rewaid an achievement according to 
6 the splendor of its outward bril- 
S- liancy, forgetting tliat the evenla 
which they designate, as small, may 
litre required for Iheir successful performance the highest degree of 
labor and talent. Accordingly, at the close of the war of 1812, many 
bnve men, who had done valuable service lo their country in an 
mUMlailatiouB manner, were allowed to sink into comparative obli- 
vion. Such was the fate of the defender of Fort Harrison ; lbou|^ 
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« 
tliai event was brilliant in itself, th^ first bunt of enthnsiaiiD which 

atlKided its perfonnance soon passed away, and from that time to 
the ead of the war we are not able to trace the history of its princi- 
pal actor. From this obscurity he was called to the command in 
Florida, where he won for himself fresh approbation, and duriiy a 
short time enjoyed a considerable share of the reputation which hia 
merits deserve. Yet the hero of Okee-Chobee was also foigotteoy 
and when subsequently called jto a wide and trying theatre of action, 
the nation stared upon him as upon a stranirer, and half oontempta« 
oosly inquired ** Who is General Taylor ?" 

Upon the close of the Seminde war it seems to have been the 
intention of the General to retire from military life ; in this, how* 
ever, he was not indulged by government. In 1841, not long after 
his arrival at New Orleans, he was ordered to relieve General Ar- 
buckle in the command of the second department on the Arkansas 
river. While at Little Rock, on his way to Fort Gibson, he was 
tendered a public diimer by the citizens of that town, as an expres- 
sion of esteem for his ^* personal worth aind meritorious puUic 
services." In a brief note the General declined this invitation, on 
account of the journey being already protracted an unusual length of " 
time, and of his being anxious to proceed cm as rapidly as possible 
to his destined post. Soon after he changed his head-quarters to 
Fort Smith, and subsequently was transferred to Fort Jesup^ 
Louisiana. 

Meanwhile difficulties had arisen between the United States and 
Mexico, which threatened to result in an appeal to arms. The prin- 
cipal cause of these disturbances, was the course pursued by the 
former government with fegard to tlie admission of Texas into her 
confederation. 

Prior to the year 1834, this country formed a state of Mexico, 
under the tide of the Department of Tamaulipas.^ It had, however, 
been settled almost entirely by emigrants from the United States, 
many arriving there as early as 1820. Upon the adoption of a new 
constitution by Mexico, in 1834, Texas refused to accede to it, and 
a war with the mother country was the consequence. This was 
carried on with various success, until the early part of 1836, when 
General Santa Anna, President of Mexico, was defeated and cap» 
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tared in a battle at St. Jacinto, by the Texan and American forces 
under General Houston. This delivered Texas from invasion, and 
a convention of delegates soon afterwards declared the country a &ee 
and sovereign republic, and elected Houston as their President. 

Mexico, however, would not recognize the independence of 
Texas, but was hindered by the distracted state of her government 
from prosecuting a plan of subjugation. 

While matters were in this condition, the peculiar amity existing 
between Texas and the United States, led the. government of the 
latter power to digest a plan for the union of the two countries under 
a common flag. This scheme was called the project for the ** An- 
nexation of Texas," and was first broached in the latter-part of the 
administration of President Tyler. 

Of course a measure involving so many important interests to both 
countries, would be viewed diflerently by diflerent minds. Accord- 
ingly, its propriety and even constitutionality, were ably and 
thoroughly discussed by all the leading journals of the day, and nu- 
merous petitions were presented to Congress, both for and against 
the annexation. After much delay, however, the resolution passed 
both branches of that body in March 1845, and the act was subse- 
quently ratified by the Texan Congress. Upon this accession of terri- 
tory President PoUc, who succeeded Mr. Tyler, congratulated Con- 
gress in his first annual message of December 2cl. 

Meanwhile Mexico was not idle. Though torn by civil dissensicms 
she had ever indulged a hope of the redemption of Tamaulipas, and 
the fear that it was soon to be irrecovera})ly lost, roused her at once 
to activity. As soon as the rumor reached her of the designs of the 
United States government, she instructed her minister to ent^r a 
solemn national protest against the annexation ; the American minister 
was also refused a hearing, and every preparation made to raise forces 
to cope with her neighbor. 

Under these circumstances it was thought advisable to station a 
military force in Texas, to repel any sudden invasion which might 
be made by the Mexicans. Accordingly, some months before the 
annexation, the following order was directed to General Taylor : 

** September 17 th, 1844. 

*' Sir — The General-in-Chief has received instructions, through 
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the Department of State from the ExecutiTe» to hold the tioopa be- 
tween the Red and Sabine rivers readj to march in caae of a 
requisition being made by the Chaig^ d' Affaires reaidii^ near the 
government of Texas, as the said Charg^ may designate, in order to 
restrain any hostile incursion on the part of the border Indiana, as 
required by the provisions of existing treaties. 

** Tou will please to take such preliminary measures as may be 
deemed necessary to put the great part of the forces under your 
command designated above, in march for the above purpose at short 
notice. 

** Should die apprehended hostilities with the Indians alluded to» 
break out, an officer of rank, probably yourself, will be sent lo 
command the United States forces placed in the field, and who wiU 
receive hereafier further instructions from his government. 

^'L. Thomas, 
**"Assistant Adjutant-Greneral. 
** Brigadibr-General Z. Taylor, 

** Com. 1st Department, Fort Jesup, I^a.'* 

This preparatory step with regard to the Indians, seems to have 
been but a kind of introduction to more important operations. The 
southern department included the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Geoigia, and on the twenty-first of March further 
orders were issued to the General, to prepare the troops from these 
states, and hold them in readiness to be moved into Texas as soon 
as ordered. On the 98th of May following, the Secretary of 
War, Mr. Marcy, addressed a confidential letter to him, directing 
him ** by order of the President, to cause the forces now under your 
command, and those which may be assigned to it, to be put into a 
position where they may most prompdy and efiSciendy act in the 
defence of Texas, in the event it should become necessaiy , or proper 
to employ them for that purpose." 

Further orders were soon afler issued by Mr. Bancroft, acting 
secFctary in the absence of Mr. Marcy ; we extract the following 
fifom his letter : 

[^ CONFIDENTIAL.] 

«< War Department, June 15/A, 1846. 
^ Sir-— On the fourth of July, or very soon thereafter, the coo- 

6 
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TeatiQii of the people of TeiCas will probably accept the proposition 
of annexation under the joint resolution of the late Congress of the 
United States. That acceptance will constitute Texas an integral 
portion of our country. 

*' In anticipation of that event, you will forthwith make a forward 
movement, with the troops under your command, and advance to 
the mouth of the Sabine, or such other point on the Gulf of Mexico, 
or its navigable rivers, as in your judgment may be most convenient 
for an embarkation at the proper time for the western frontier of 
Texas.********The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
frontier of Texas, where you will select and occupy in or near the 
Rio Grande del Norte, such a site as will consist with the health of 
your troops, and will be best adapted to repel invasion, and to pro- 
tect what, in the event of annexation, will be our western border. 
You will Hmit yourself to the defence of the territory of Texas, un- 
less Mexico should declare war against the United States. 

** Your movement to the Gulf of Mexico, and your preparations to 
embark for the western frontier of Texas, are to be made without 
delay ; but you will not effect a landing on that frontier^ until you 
have yourself ascertained the due acceptance, by Texas, of the prof- 
fered terms of annexation." 

The duties of the General were still further defined in a oommn* 
nication from Mr. Marcy, from which the following is extracted : — 
''This Department is informed that Mexico has some military 
establishments on the east side of the Rio Grande, which are, and for 
some time have been, in the actual occupancy of her troops. In 
carrying out the instructions heretofore received, you will be careful 
to avoid any acts of aggression unless an actual war shall exist. The 
Mexican forces at the posts in their possession, and which have been 
so, will not be disturbed as long as the relations of peace between 
the United States and Mexico continue." 

From New Orleans, on the 20th of July, General Taylor ao* 
knowledges the receipt of this letter, and expresses his gratification 
at receiving such instructions, '* as they confirm my views previously 
communicated in regard to the proper line to be occupied at present 
by our troops^* those instructions will be closely followed, and the 
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IDepartment may rest assured that I will take no step to intenrupt the 
Ciendly relations between the United States and Mexico." 

Upon the reception of ihis letter, the Secretary addressed him 
another, of which we give the portion immediately relative to our 
subject. It is dated on the 30th of July : 

*' While avoiding, as you have been instructed to do, aU aggressiTe 
measures towards Mexico, as long as the relations of peace exist 
between that country and the United States, you are expected to 
occupy, protect, and defend the territory of Texas, to the extent thai 
it has been occupied by the people of Texas. The Rio Grande is 
claimed to be the boundary between the two countries, and up to 
this boundary you are to extend your protection, only excepting any 
posts on the eastern side thereof, which are in the actual occupancy 
of Mexican forces or Mexican settlements over which the republic 
of Texas did not exercise jurisdiction at the time of annexation, or 
shortly before that event It is expected that in selecting the estab- 
lishment for your troops, you will approach as near the boimdary 
line, the Rio^'Grande, as prudence will dictate. With this view the 
President desires that your position, for part of your forces at least, 
should be west of the Neuces." 

In consequence of these directions. General Taylor crossed the 
Neuces, and in August concentrated his forces at Corpus Christi. 

In the latter part of that month the General received further in- 
structions as follows :— - 

^ An order has been this day issued for sending one thousand 
more men into Texas, to join those under your command. When 
the existing orders are carried into effect, you will have with you a 
force of four thousand men of the regular army. We are not enabled 
to judge what auxiliary force can, upon an emergency, be brought 
together from Texas, and, as a precautionary measure, you are au- 
thorized to accept volunteers from the States of Louisiana and Ala- 
bama, and even from Mississippi, Tennessee and Kentucky. Should 
Mexico declare war, or commence hostilities by crossing the Rio 
Grande with a considerable force, you are instructed to lose no time 
of giving information to the authorities of each or any of the above 
mentioned States, as to the number of volunteers you may want from 
them respectively. Should you require troops fnna any of these 
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States, it would be imporlaut to have them with the least possihle 
delay. Il is not doubted thai at least two n^iments from New Oi> 
leans, and one from Mobile could be obtained, and expeditiooBly 
brought into the -field. You will cause it to be known Kt these 
places what number and description of troops you desire to receive 
from them in the contemplated emergency. The authorities of these 
States will be apprised thai you are authorized to receive volunteers 
from ihem, and you may calculate that they will promptly join you 
when it is made known thai their services are required. Arms, am- 
munition, and camp equipage for ihe auxiliary ffoops that you may 
require, will be sent forward subject to your orders. Orders have 
been issued to the naval force in the Gulf of Mexico to co-operate 
with you. You will as iar as practicable hold communication wilh 
the commanders of our national vessels in your vicinity, and avail 
yourself of any assistance tlial can be derived from ihcir co-opera- 
tkm. You will avail yourselfof these vessels, and all 
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other proper means to keep the govenuiient here advleed of your 
qperationsy and of the state of thtngji in Texas and Mexioo*** 

In consequence of these orders the army left Corpus Christi oo 
the 11th of March, 1846, and marched westward. On the 20th of 
the same month they reached the Colorado, having encountered on 
their journey the most appalling hardships, both from the heat of the 
sandy deserts over which they passed, and the want of food and 
water. The discipline acquired in camp, where laige portions of 
the troops had for the first time an opportunity of seeing and learn- 
ing the evolutions of the line, was here amply tested ; and it should 
,be recorded to the honor of the soldiers, that throughout their whole 
march they bore their hardships with patioice and cheerfulness. 

At the Colorado the army were to obtain the first sight of the 
enemy over whom they were soon so signally to triumph. A party 
of Mexicans were stationed on the west bank, and threatened to fire 
upon any one who should attempt to cross. The General immedi* 
atoly arranged his army in order of batde, and despatched a party to 
open a road for his troops along the beach of the river. At the same 
time the Mexicans were themselves notified, that should they oppose 
the intended passage a battle would be tlie consequence. While the 
army were taking tlie necessary defensive measures, General Mejia, 
aid-de-camp to the Mexican commander of Matamoras, brought a 
despatch from his superior, stating that the passage of the Colorado 
by the United Stmes army, would be regarded as a declaration of 
war, and the signal for the commencement of hostilities. 

Notwithstanding this belligerent aspect of the Mexicans they made 
no actual effort to resist the crossing, which was conducted by 
General Worth, assisted by Captain C. F. Smith, the field pieces 
being placed in battery on the bank so as to cover the whole. It 
were difficult to point out in all the annals of warfare, a more culpa* 
ble piece of negligence than the non-resistance of the Mexicans on 
this occasion ; for by a resolute opposition, tliey might have seriously 
retarded if not altogether prevented the passage. But they chose 
to retreat. 

Being thus unexpectedly delivered from immediate batde by the 
flight of the enemy, ^ army on the 22d recommenced theur march 
for filatamoras. This city is situated on die Gulf of Mexico, having 
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Ihe month of the Rio Grande <« the east. The countay between il 
and the Colorado is a flat open plain, covered with tank weeds and 
gttM, At a distance by land of twenty'jve miles east of Matamoras, 
on an arm of Ihe Gulf called Brazos Santiago, is Ptnnt Isabd, General 



Taylor's intended mUitary depot On arriving at the road which 
runs between the two places, the General learned that the Mexicans 
were already at the Point. In consequence of this information he 
changed his original route, and leaving ihe main body of the army 
with General Worth, pushed forward with his dragoons and artillery 
for that place. When near this destination he was met by a civic 
ddegation, at the head of which was the Prefect of Taraaulipaa, who 
protested in the name of their country against the occupation of 
Texas. While the conference was going on, the General observed 
aeveral volumes of smoke arise from the houses at the Point, and 
immediately condnded that it had been fired by the Mexicans. The 
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safety of this station was a matter of great importanoey and aoooid- 
n^^y, in order to lose no time, the delegation was immedialdy 
disnussedy with the assurance that they should reoeiTO an answiT 
when the American army had arrived opposite Matamoras* At tfio 
same time Colonel Twiggs was sent forward with the diagOMifl to 
arrest the conflagration and capture the incendiaries. Upon his 
aniTal he found Point Isabel deserted ; both citizens and mflitaryt 
with General Garcia at their head, having fled at his approach* 
The public buildmgs had been fired, but he succeeded in saviqg 
some of them. 

Meanwhile, the main army under General Worth had remainsd 
encamped about six miles from the point of its separation from 
Qenersd Taylor. Here the latter joined them soon after the captors 
of Point Isabel, and they resumed their march to the Rio Grande. 
They crossed the plain where subsequently were fought the batfles 
of the 8th and 9th of May, and arrived about noon of the 38th of 
March opposite Matamoras. Here the anny formed its encampment^ 
and for the first time planted the American fls^ upon the shores of 
tlie *♦ Great Siver of the North." 

During the whole course of this fatiguing march, and while he 
was stationed at Corpus Christi, the commander took great pains to 
impress upon the people and authorities that he was not advancing 
as an enemy, nor to make war upon Mexico, but solely to assert the 
right of the United States to Texas up to the Rio Grande. Even 
the protest of the Prefect of Tamaulipas, and the warning at the 
Colorado, had led to no' harsh words or violent measures, but thus 
far ail was bloodless. 

In his despatches of the 29th of March and 6th of April, General 
Taylor thus notices his fortifications before Matamoras, and the dis- 
positions of the enemy: — ^''Our approach seems to have created 
unusual excitement at that place, and a great deal of activity has been 
dbplayed** (by the enemy) *' since our arrival in the preparation of 
batteries.****»**The attitude of the Mexicans is so far decidedly 
hostile. An interview has been held, by my direction, with the 
military authorities of Matamoras, but with no satisfactory result.'* 
•* On our side a battery, for four eighteen pounders, will be com- 
pleted and the gims placed in battery to-day. These guns bear 
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directly upon the public square of Matamorasy and within good 
range for demolishing the town. Their object cannot be mistakgn 
by the enemy.'' 

The ** interview*' here alluded to, was held between General 
Worth and commanding General Mejia, soon afler our flag had been 
displayed upon the left bank of the river. Its object was the de- 
livery of despatches from General Taylor, and the obtaining of an 
interview with the American GonsuL Mejia did not attend penMMi- 
aUy, but was represented by General la Vega, the Licenciado Gen- 
sares, and Juan N. Garza, aided by an interpreter. After much 
altercation, the accepting of the despatches was refused, and a 
similar ominous result attended the request of an interview with the 
oonsuL 

While employed in the erection of their fortifications, the army 
received intelligence that General Ampudia was approaching with a 
large force, to the rehef of Matamoras. Soon after, the following 
proclamation was circulated through the American camp : 

« 7%e Commander4n-Chief of the Mexican army to the English and hiah 
tmder the orders of the American General Taylor. 

** Know Ye — That the government of the United States is com* 
mitting repeated acts of barbarous aggression against the magnani* 
mous Mexican nation ; that the government which exists ' under the 
flag of the stars' is unworthy the designation of Ghristian. Recol- 
lect that you were bom in Great Britain'; that the American govern- 
ment looks with coldness upon the powerful^ flag of St. George, and 
is provoking to a rupture the warlike people to whom it belongs. 
President Polk boldly manifesting a desire to take possession of 
Oregon, as he has already done of Texas. Now then come with 
all confidence to the Mexican ranks ; and I guarantee to you upon 
my honor good treatment, and that all your expenses shall be de- 
frayed, until your arrival in the beautiful capital of Mexico. 

*'Grermans, French, Poles, and individuals of other national 
Separate yourselves from the Yankees, and do not contribute to de- 
fend a robbery and usurpation, which be assured, the civilised nations 
of Europe look upon with the utmost indignation. Come therefore 
and array yourselves under the tri-colored flag ; in the confidence 
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Ibat the God of armies protects it, and that it will protect 70a 
equally with the English. 

^PlDRO DS AhFUDIA* 

*'FBAirci8co R. MoKxiro, Adft of the CommandetHneCkief, 

"HXAD-QUARTXBS UPOH THX XOAD TO MaTAVOBAS, 

April 2, 1846." 

Sucha prodamation^ of course, would only be treated with contempt 

Hitherto, though both armies stood in a hostile attitude, nothing 
of the ** last resort of injured nations" had actually occurred. This 
state of things was now broken. On the 10th of April an event 
took place, which though it involved a case of only individual sul^ 
fering, yet on account of the character of the victim, and the circum- 
stances attendant upon his death, was sufficient to damp the high 
spirits of the whole army, and to fill its officers with melancholy. 
That event was the murder of Colonel Cross. 

He had ridden out in the morning, accompanied by his son, to 
take his usual morning exercise. In a short time the son returned 
without his father. This created the first apprehensions, which 
were increased by the non-appearance of the colonel at night. The 
army became alarmed, scouts were despatched in 'every direction, 
letters were sent to the Mexican general, and every means taken to 
obtain information of the unfortunate officer. The search continued 
until the 21st, wlieu the mutilated body was found and brought to 
the army, by whom it was solemnly interred. The commander of 
Matamoras disclaimed all connection with his death, and there is little 
reason to doubt that he was murdered by a party of **rancheros" or 
mounted outlaws, numbers of whom then infested the neighborhood. 

These rancheros are a sort of half-savage population, answering 
to the guachoa of the pampas of Buenos Ayres. They spend most 
of their time on horseback, and use the lasso, a long cord or strip 
of hide with a noose at the end, which they throw with such dex- 
terity as to catch wild horses or cattle, or drag a horseman From his 
seat Attached to an army, they serve as a sort of irregular cavahy, 
and under certain circumstances might become nearly as formidable 
as the Cotffi^ks of the Don were in the disastrous retreat of Napo- 
leon from Moscow. But in this^Mexican war their want of disci- 
pline and their poltroonery, have rendered them rather objects of 

7 
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oonlempt than apprehension to the American soldieis. It is only 
the itraggier, or small parties detached from the main anny and off 
their guard, that they have ever been able in any measure Co aniu^. 



Od the 11th General Ampudia entered Matamoras at the head of 
one thousand cavalry and Hfleen hundred infuitry, and assumed the 
command. The Mexicans hailed his entrance by the ringing cd" 
bells, firing of cannon, peals of music, and other indications of ex- 
travagant joy. His arrival was little less welcome to the Americans, 
as it was supposed to be the harbinger of either war or peace. 

The commander was not long in defining his position. On the 
morning of the 1 2th he sounded for a parley, and sent two officers 
with a despatch to General Taylor. As the paper is cuiioda, we 
insert it, It^ther with the reply : — 

'"FoD»TH MlLITlBI DiyrsiOH,'? 

Genm^n-Chief. j 

" To explain to you the many grounds for the just grievances felt 
hy the Mexican nation, caused by the United States government, 
would be a loss tS time, and an insuh to your good sense ; I there- 
fore pass at once to such explanations as I consider of absolute 
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^ Your govemm^it in an inciediUe manner— 70a wOl eren permit 
me to say an eztrayagani one, if the usage or general rules estab- 
lished and received among all civilized nations are regarded— 4ias not 
only insulted, but has exasperated the Mexican nation, bearing its 
conquering banner to the left bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte ; and 
in this case by explicit and definite orders of my government, which 
neither can, will, nor should receive new outrages, I require you in 
all form, and at latest in the peremptory term of twenty-four hoarB» 
to break up your camp and retire to the other bank of the Neuoes * 
river, while our governments are reflating the pending question in 
relation to Texas. If you insist in remaining upon the soil of the 
department of Tamaulipas, it will clearly result that arms, and arms 
alone, must decide the question j and in that case I advise you that 
we accept the war to which, with so much injustice on your part 
you provoke us, and that on our part this war shall be conducted 
conformably to the principles established by the most civilized 
nations ; that is to say, that the law of nations and of war shall be 
the guide of my operations ; tnisting that oh your part the same will 
be observed. 

*' With this view I tender you the considerations due to your 
person and respectable office. 

" God and Liberty ? 

« Heab-Qvartsrs at Matamoras, 2 o'eloekf P. M^ April 13, 1846. 

** Pedro de Ampudia. 

« Sr. General-ia-Chief U. 8. Army, "> 
Doir Z. Tatlor." 3 

TAYLOn'S REPLY. 

«HXAB-QUARTSRS ArMT OF OcCUPATIOlT, "> 

Camp near Matamoras, TexaSf April 18, 1846. j 
•* Senor : I have had the honor to receive your note of this date, 
in which you summon me to withdraw the forces under my com- 
mand from their present position and beyond the river Nueces, until 
the pending question between our governments, relative to the limits 
of Texas, shall be settled. 

** I need hardly advise you that, charged as I am in only a mili- 
tary capacity with the performance of specific duties, I cannot enter 
into a discussion of the international question inv(4ved in the advance 
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of the American army. You will, however, permit me to say, that 
the government of the United States haa constantly sought a settle- 
ment by negotiation of the question of boundary ; that an envoy was 
despatdied to Mexico for that purpose, and that up to the most 
recent dates, said envoy had not been received by the actual Mexican 
government, if indeed be has not received his passports and left the 
republic. In the meantime, I have been ordered to occupy the 
country up to the left bank of the Rio Grande, until the boundary 
shall be definitely setded. In carrying out these instructions I have 
carefully abstained from all acts of hostility, obeying in this regard, 
not only the letter of my instructions, but the plain dictates of jus- 
tice and humanity. ' ^ 

^ T^e instructions under which I am acting will not permit me 
toretrograde from the position I now occupy. In view of the rela- 
tions between our respective governments, and the individual suffer- 
ing which may result, I regret the alternative which you ofier; but 
at the same time M^ish it to be understood, that I shall by no means 
avoid such alternative, leaving the responsibility with those who 
rashly commence hostilities. In conclusion, you will permit me to 
give you the assurance, that on my part the laws and customs of 
war among civilized nations shall be carefully observed. 

** I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
« Si. GK:!r. D. Pes no D. Ampudia.*' 

The ** peremptory term" of General Ampudia expired without 
producing any other result than an anxious inquietude throughout 
the American army. It is, however, very probable, that when writ- 
ing his communication, he really intended an attack, but was subse- 
quendy hindered by the refusal of the citizens of Matamoras to 
co-operate with him. 

On the 18th, the American army was called to lament the loss of 
another of its officers — Lieutenant Theodoric H. Porter, of Pennsyl- 
vania. Oh the day previous he had set out with ten men to find 
the body of Colonel Cross, and on the 1 8th encountered a body of 
armed Mexicans, who numbered as he supposed, at least one hun- 
dred and fifty. The Americans were greeted by a pretty smart fire, 
which they returned, routing the enemy, and capturing their camp 
and horses. While passing through a wood on their return, the 
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party were again fired upon, by a bidden foe. Heavy rains had 
wetted the powder of the Americana» and they beeame aeatiered into 
groups of two and three. They lost three men in this affidr» smoof 
whom was the lieutenant, said to have been stabbed by the Mexi- 
cans, subsequent to receiving a shot in the thigh. He was a son of 
the late Commodore Porter, and left a young bride to lament his 
untimely death. His loss was se.verely regretted by the army. 

On the 22d a correspondence took i^ace between the two com- 
manders, relative to two provision vessels bound to MatamoraSt 
whose progress had been stopped by command of General Taylor. 
The letter of Ampudia accuses the American commander of violatiiy 
the laws of nations, and wantonly and unnecessarily exposing life 
and property by a blockade of the Rio Grande. It also severdy 
reprobates the occupation of Texas, and incidentally threat^ a 
weighty retribution, in case the Mexicans should meet with an on- 
looked for refusal, of certain demands. Both these letters give a 
very lucid picture of the position of affairs at that time, and we inr 
sert them entire. 

** Dmsioir of the Nobth, 7 
Second GmeralinrChUf. 5 

*' From various sources worthy of confidencOt I have learned thai 
some vessels bound for the mouth of the river, have not been able 
to effect ^entrance into that port, in consequence of your orders 
that they should be conducted to Brazos Santiago. The cargo of 
one of them is composed in great part, and of the other entirely of 
provisions, which the contractors chaiged with providing for the 
army under my orders had procured to fulfil the obligaticms of their 
contracts. You have taken possession of these provisions by force, 
and against the will of the proprietors, one of whom is vice-consul 
of her Catholic Majesty, and the other of her Britannic Majesty ; 
and whose rights instead of being religiously respected as was prof* 
ferred, and as was to be hoped from the observance of the principles 
which govern among civilized nations, have on the contrary, been 
violated in the most extraordinary manner, opposed to the guarantee 
and respect due to private property. 

** Nothing could have authorized you in such a course. The 
oommerce of rations is not suspended or interrupted, except in con^ 
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sequence of a Bokmn declaration of, blockade, communicated and 
established in the form prescribed by international law. Neverthe- 
less, you have infringed these rules ; and by an act which can never 
be viewed favorably to the United States government, have hind^ied 
the entrsmce to a Mexican port, of vessels bound to it under the con- 
fidence that commerce would not be interrupted. My duties do not 
allow me to consent to this new species of hostility, and they con- 
strain me to require of you, not only that the vessels taken by force 
to Brazos Santiago, shall be at liberty to return to the mouth of the 
river, but the restoration of all the provisions which besides belong- 
ing to private contractors were desti^d for the troops on this fron- 
tier. I consider it useless to inculcate the justice of this demandt 
and the results which may follow an unlocked for refusal. 

'* I have also understood that two Mexicans, carried down in a 
boat by the current of the river, near one of the advanced posts ei 
your camp, were detained 'after being fired upon^ and that they are 
still kept and treated as prisoners. The individuals in question do 
not belong to the army, and this circumstance exempts them from 
the laws of war. I therefore hope that you will place them abso- 
lutely at liberty, as I cannot be persuaded that you pretend to 
extend, to persons not military, the consequences of an invasion 
which, without employing this means of rigor against unarmed citi- 
zens, is marked in itself with the seal of universal reprobation. 
' " I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

" God and liberty. 
"Matakobab, April 22, 1846. 

<* Pedro de Ahpudu* 

« Sr. Gen. Don Z. Taylor." 

The General's reply is pointed and dignified. He enters at 
length into the treatment which he had received from Mexican em- 
bassies, refutes the charges of violating the law of nations, and of 
cruelty, and firmly challenges the threatened " results" consequent 
upon the prosecution of his course. It is, perhaps, one of the longest 
letters which the General ever wrote. 

" Head-Quarteks Armt of OccuPATioir, ") 
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 22, 1846. 3 

** Sir— •! have had the honor to receive your communication of 
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iiaa date, ia which you compUi* of certain measures adopted by mj 
orders, to dose the mouth of the Rio Bravo against Tessels bound 
to Matamoras, and in which you also advert to the case of two Mead- 
cans supposed to be detained as prisoners in this camp. 

** After all that has passed since the American army first ap» 
proaehed the Rio Bravo, I am certainly surprised that you should 
complain of a measure, which is no other than a natural result of 
the state of war so much insisted upon by the Mexican authorities, 
as actually existing at this time. You will excuse me for recalling 
a few circumstances to show that this state of war has not been 
sought by the American army, but has been forced upon it, and that 
the exercise of rights incident to such a state cannot be made a sub* 
ject of complamt. 

** On breaking up my camp lat Corpus Christi, and movii^ for^ 
ward with the army under my orders to occupy the led bank of the 
Rio Bravo, it was my earnest desire to execute my instructions in a 
pacific manner ; to observe the utmost regard for the personal rigfata 
of all citizens residing on the left bank of itie riVer, and to take care 
that the religion and customs of the people should suffer no vida 
tion. With this view, and to quiet the minds of the inhabitants, 1 
lasned orders to the anny, enjoining a strict observance of the rights 
and interests of all Mexicans residing on the river, and caused said 
orders to be translated into Spanish, and circulated in the several 
towns on the Bravo. These orders announced the spirit in which 
we proposed to occupy the country, and I am proud to say, that up 
to this moment the same spirit has controlled the operations of the 
army. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado, I was informed by a 
Mexican officer, that the order in question had been received in 
Matamoras ; but was told at the same time, that if I attempted to 
cross the river, it would be regarded as a declaration of war. Again, 
on my march to Frontone, I was met by a deputation of the civil 
authorities of Matamoras, protesting against my occupation of a por- 
tion of the department of Tamaulipas, and declaring that if the army 
was not at once withdrawn war would result. While this commu«* 
nicatioh was in my hands, it was discovered that the village of Fron- 
tone had been set on fire and abandoned. I viewed this as a direct 
act of war, and informed the delegation that their ooaununication 
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would be aoswered by me when oppoeite Matamoras, which was 
doae in respectful teims. On reaching the river I despatched an officer, 
high in rank, to convey to the commanding general in Matamoras the 
expressidn of my desire for amicable relations, and my willingness 
to leave open to the use of the citizens of Matamoras the port of 
Brazos Santiago, until the question of boundary should be definitely 
setded. This officer received for reply from the officer selected to 
confer with him, that my advance to the Rio Bravo was considered 
as a veritable act of war, and he was absolutely refused an interview 
with the American consul, in itself an act incompatible with a state 
of peace. 

** Notwithstanding these repeated assurances on the part of the 
Mexican authorities, and notwitlistanding the most obviously hostile 
preparations on the right bank of the river, accompanied by a rigid 
non-intercourse, I carefully abstained from any act of hostility, de- 
termined that the onus of producing an actual state of hostilities, 
should not rest with me. Our relations remained in this state until 
I had the honor to receive your note of the 12th iustant, in which 
you denounce war as the alternative of my remaining, in this posi- 
tion. As I could not under my instructions recede from my position, 
I accepted the alternative you offered me| and made all my disposi- 
tions to meet it suitably. But, still willing to adopt milder measures 
before proceeding to others, I contented myself in the first instance, 
with ordering a blockade of the mouth of the Rio Grande, by the 
naval forces under my orders — a proceeding perfectly consonant 
with the state of war so oflen declared to exist, and which you ac- 
knowledge in your note of the 10th instant relative to the late Colonel 
Cross. If this measure seem oppressive, I wish it borne in mind that 
it has been forced upon me by the course you have seen fit to adopt. 
I have reported this blockade to my government, and shall not re- 
move it until I receive instructions to that effect, unless indeed, you 
desire an armistice pending the final settlement of the question be- 
tween the governments, or until war shall be formally declared by 
either, in which case I shall cheerfully open the river. In regard to 
the consequences you mention as resulting from a refusal to remove 
the blockade, I beg you to understand that I am prepared for them, 
be th^y what they may. 
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** In regard to the particular vessels referred to in your oommuni* 
cation, I have the honor to advise you that, in pursuance of my 
orders, two American schooners bound for Matamoras, were warned 
off on the 17th instant, when near the mouth of the river, and put to 
sea, returning probably to New Orleans. They were not seized, or 
their caigocs disturbed in any way, nor have they been in the harbor 
of Brazos Santiago to, my knowledge. A Mexican schooner under- 
stood to be the * Juniata,' was in or off that harbor, when my instruc- 
tions to block the river were issued, but was driven to sea in a gale, 
since which time I have had no report concerning her. Since ihe 
receipt of yonr communication I have learned that two persons, sent 
to the mouth of the river to procure information respecting this vessel, 
proceeded thence to Brazos Santiago, where they were taken up 
and detained by the officer in command until my orders could be 
received. I shall order their immediate release. A letter from one 
of them to the Spanish vice-consul is respectfully transmitted here- 
with. 

** in relation to the Mexicans said to have drifted down the river in a 
boat, and to be prisoners at this time in my camp, I have the pleasure 
to inform you that no such persons have been taken prisoners, or are 
now detained by my au thority . The boat in question was carried down 
empty, by the current of the river, and drifted ashore near one of our 
pickets, and was secured by the guard. Some time afterwards an at- 
tempt was made to recover the boat under cover of the darkness ; the 
individuals concerned were hailed by Uie guard, and, failing to answer 
were fired upon as a matter of course. What became of them is 
not known, as no trace of them could be discovered on the following 
morning. The officer of the Mexican guard directly opposite, was 
informed next day that the boat would be returned on proper appli- 
cation to me, and I have now only to repeat that assurance. 

** In conclusion, I take leave to state, that I consider the tone of 
yopr communication highly exceptionable where you stigmatize the 
movement of the army under my orders as ' marked with the seal 
of universal reprobation.' You must be aware that such language 
is not respectful in itself, either to me or my government; and 
while I observe in my own correspondence the courtesy due to 
yonr high position, and to the magnitude of the interests with 

8 
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whidi we are Tespeclirely charged, I shall expect the same m 

" I have the honor to be, veiy retpectfully; your oliedient servant* 
Z. Taylor, 
Bravet Biig. Oen. TJ. 8. A., Commuidaig. 
« 8c. Oan. D> Paoao na Amutdia, Commanding tn Xatamarat." 



Such was the dispOBitioa of the two armies when General Arista 
arrived aDd superseded Ampudia. The fort opposite Matamoras 
was DOW neariy completed. It covers a large area, having six bas- 
tion fronts, and other works of proporlionale strength ; and it was 
evident, from the daily progress of events, that its strength would 
soon be needed. 

On the 21st, the following proclamation was circulated among the 
American soldiers, intended, like its predecessor, to estrange them 
[rata the cause of their country. It met with a similar success. 

HnilMJDiaTIBl AT MlTlMOUl, ? 

April 30, 1846. 5 
Scddiers ! — You have enlisted in time of peace to serve in that 
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xaoy for a specific time ; but your obligatidns nerer implied that jroa 
were bound to violate the laws of God,' and the most sacred right 
of friends ! The United States goyenmient, contrary to the wishes 
of a majority of all honest and honorable Americans, has ordered you 
to take forcible possession of the territory of a friendly neighbor, 
who has never given her consent to such occupation. In other words, 
while the treaty of peace and commerce between Mexico and the 
United States is in full force, the United States presuming on her 
strength and prosperity, and on our supposed imbecility and cow- 
ardice, attempts to make you the blind instruments of her unholy 
and mad ambition, and force you to appear as the hateful robbers 
of our dear homes, and the unprovoked violators of our dearest fed- 
iogs as men and patriots. Such villany and outrage I know 'm 
perfectly repugnant to the noble sentiments of any gentienian, and it 
is base and foul to rush yon on to certain death in order to aggran- 
dize a few lawless mdividuals in defiance of the laws of God and 
man! 

** It is to no purpose if they tell you that the law for the annexation 
of Texas, justifies your occupation of the Rio Bravo del Norte ; for 
by this act they rob us of a great part of TanuadipoB, Coahuiia^ 
Chihuahua, and New Mexico ; and it is barbarous to send a hand- 
ful of men, on such an errand, against a powerful and warlike nation. 
Besides, most of you are Europeans, and we are the declared friends 
of most of the nations of Europe. The Nordi Americans are am- 
bitious, overbearing, and insolent as a nation, and they will only make 
use of you as vile tools to carry out their abominable plans of pll-« 
lage and rapine. 

"' I warn you in the name of justice, honor, and yoifr own interests 
and self-respect, to abandon their desperate and unholy cause, and 
become peaceftd Mexican citizens. I guaranty you in such case, 
a half-section of land, or three hundred and twenty acres, to settle 
upon, gratis. Be wise then, and just and honorable, and take no 
part in murdering us who have no unkind feelings for you. Lands 
shall be given to officers, seigeants, and corporals, according to rank^ 
privates receiving three hundred and twenty acres as stated. 

*' If in time of action you wish to espouse our cause, throw away 
your arms and run to us, and we will embrace you as true friends 
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and Christians. It is not decent nor prudent to say more. But 

should any of you render important service to Mexico, you shaJl 

be aocordingiy considered and preferred. 

M. Arista, 
Commandar'irif'CJMf of the Mexican Arm,yl* 

The arrival of General Arista at Matamoras, seems to have been 
the signal for the commencement of active duties. Every day 
brought fresh rumors that large bodies of Mexicans either were cross- 
ing or had crossed the river, and were marching toward the American 
camp. The following extracts from a letter of General Taylor will 
show his position prior to the attack upon Captain Thornton : 

** Strong guards of foot and mounted men, are established on the 
margin of the river, and thus efficient means have been adopted on 
our part to prevent all intercourse. While opposite to us their 
pickets extend above and below for several miles, we are equally 
active in keeping up a strong and vigilant guard to prevent surprise 
or attacks under disadvantageous circumstances. This is the more 
necessary while we are to act on the defensive, and they are at 
liberty to take the opposite course, whenever they think proper to 
do so. Nor have we been idle in other respects ; we have a field 
work under way, besides having erected a strong battery, and a 
number of buildings for the security of our supplies, in addition to 
some respectable works for their protection. We have mounted a 
respectable battery, four pieces of which are long eighteen pounders, 
with which we could batter or bum down the city of Matamoras 
should it become necessar}' to do so. When our field work is com- 
pleted — which will soon be the case — ^and mounted with its proper 
armament, five hundred men could hold it against as many thousand 
Mexicans. During the twenty-seven days since our arrival here, a 
most singular state of things has prevailed all through the outlines 
of the two armies, which to a certain extent have all the feelings as 
if there were actual war." 

During the excitement consequent upon the above mentioned 
rumors. Captain Ker was sent down the river as far as Barita, but 
without gaining any information of the reported crossing. Upon his 
return a parley was sounded from the Mexican shore, and a messen- 
ger brought the following letter toHhe American General : 
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** The course of events, since the annexation of Texai to Urn 
United States was declared, has been so clearly hostile to MezioOt 
and so foreign to the dignity and principles which the Amerieuw 
have proclaimed to the world, that we come to the oondosion Aat 
their policy has changed, and their moderation has tamed into a 
desire of aggrandizement, enriching themselyes by hnmiliating their 
neighbors. 

** The respect and consideration that fiiaidly nations show to each 
other haye been trampled upon, by which reason Ae justice and ez- 
oedsive moderation of Mexico shine forth still more. Pressed and 
forced into war, we enter in a struggle diat cannot be avoided without 
failing in what is most sacred in man* 

Political discussions do not appertain to military men, but to di- 
[^omatic agents ; to us belongs the part to act, without it occasioning 
any surprise that the troops under my command should not wait for 
any thing else to give battle. 

** We Mexicans have been calumniated as barbarous, in the most 
<sinstic and unjust terms ; the occasion has arrived to show what we 
are, and I do not believe that in the tfoops under my command, there 
win be any cause to confirm such suppositions, as they will cause 
to shine the feelings of humanity and generosity that distinguiah 
them. 

^ For the first time I have the honor to offer your excdleney my 
great consideration. 

** God and Liberty ! 

Mariano AitistA* 
"HaAD-QvAaTiBS, Matamokai, April 34, 1846>** 

Direction outside — *^ Mariano Arista, General-in-Chief of the Di- 
vision of the North, to the General-in-Chief of the forces of the 
United States encamped opposite Matamoras." 

Inclosed was the following private note : 

« 8r. Gxir. D. Z. Tatlos. 

^ Sir :— I have just arrived in Matamoras, to take command of 
the troc^s that the government of my country have confided to my 
care. Your urbanity, as well as the customs known among gentle- 
men, make me salute you with all friendliness by means of tbis 
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priTBle commanication, aSHuring you that since iale has marfced a§ 
to be immediale opponents in the stru^^ in which our countriet 
are jttat wtering, that at least all the laws of courtesy which reign be- 
tween generals, carrying on a war between civilized naUons, will be 
obaerred, and that you will always find in my acts. Justice, love <tf 
humanity, and all the odier qualities which make, in the present 
times, war less barijarous and unlike those of the middle ages. 
' " I have die pleasure of offering myself with such motives, your 
affectionate servant, 

Mariano Akista. 
■Matamoui, J^l M, 1848. 

In consequence of the rumored intentions of the enemy, Captain 
Thornton was despatched on the 34th to the crossing, above the fort, 
and Captain Ker below. Accompanying Thornton were Captain 
Haidoe, Lieutenants Mason and Kanoi and aixty-one men. After 
proceeding about twenty-six miles, they encountered a Mexican, 
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who reported that at a short distance die enemy were stationed to 
the number of Iwo thousand, under General Torrejon. Partly from 
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the cowardice of their Mexican gnide, and pardy from ignoranoe of 
the country, they were led into a plantation snnrounded by a tfiiek 
<diapparal fence, round which was concealed an ambush of more than 
ten times their number. Thornton, followed by his eommandy 
crossed the plantation to the house, where he commenced conver- 
sation with one of the residents. While thus engaged, the enemy 
took possession of the gate, and now for the first time, the party 
perceiyed that the cbapparal was crowded with infantry, supported 
by cavalry, who were preparing for a charge. This was met widi 
gallantry and success ; but in the struggle Lieutenant Kane was un- 
horsed, and the captain became separated from his command. The 
whole Mexican force now poured in a destructive fire upon the few 
men under Captain Hardee, who, notwithstanding, rallied and en- 
deavored to retreat by way of the river. This he was unable to 
accomplish, and after having eleven men killed, including a seigeant 
amd two other officers, he consented to surrender, on condition of his 
men being treated as prisoners of war, declaring that if this were 
refused they would continue the battle at all hazards. This was 
acceded to, and the captain and twenty-five men were carried into 
Matamoras. 

The bravery of Captain Thornton deserves notice. As we have 
stated, he met the charge of the cavalry with success, but was un- 
able to break the crowded lines of the infantry by whom they were 
supported. The cbapparal was at this time in one wide blaze of 
fire, and in rushing toward it the horse of the captain made a tre- 
mendous leap, completely clearing the whole endosure, and alighted 
in the midst of the enemy. This feat, however, was not performed 
with impunity ; the animal received a severe w6und at the very mo- 
ment of its accomplishment, and was subsequendy obliged to carry 
his intrepid rider through a host of armed men. The captain 
escaped unwounded, and though both horse and rider subsequently 
encountered a severe fall, he succeeded in approaching within about 
five miles of the American camp. But at this place he was inter- 
cepted by an advance guard of the enemy, and conveyed prisoner to 
Matamoras. 

Lieutenant Mason was killed before the cbapparal, and Kane shared 
the fate of Thornton. 
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Notwithstanding die disadvantlges against which the Americaas 
contended, this affair was a source of unbounded exultation to the 
enemy. Besides public rejoicing in Matamoras, Arista wrote to 
General Torrejon in terms of congratulation^ which would have been 
considered extravagant in General Taylor after the battle of Palo 

Alto.* 

After the capture of Thornton, the Mexicans crossed the river in 
laige detachments, and moving down to the east of the American 
camp, spread themselves between that station and Point Isabel. All 
communication between the two places was thus stopped, and the 
position of Greneral Taylor became critical. Surrounded by an 
enemy far more numerous than his own army, cut off from inte^ 
course with his military depot, prohibited by superior orders from 
acting on the offensive, and expecting each moment either to be 
attacked himself, or to receive news of the destruction of Point 
Isabel, it may well be supposed that his mind was filled with gioom 
and anxiety. In addition to this, he had but eight days* rations in 
camp, all his stores of provision being at the other station. 

Under these circumstances^ the first step of the General was to 
apprise the War Department at Washington that actual hostilities 
had commenced. He also wrote to the governor of Texas for 
twenty companies of foot riflemen, and to the governor of Louisiana 
for four regiments of infantry. 

Upon leaving Point Isabel, General Taylor had appointed for its 
defence. Major John Monroe, at the head of two companies of artil- 
lery. His force was about four hundred and fifty men, besides 
which, the crews of vessels in the harbor united for his assistance, 
augmenting the number to about nine hundred. The artillery con- 
sisted of si^Lteen brass six pounders, two long eighteens, and two ship's 
guns. The garrison was amply provided with powder and ball, and 
the works were sufficiently strong to resist an enemy three times as 
numerous as the garrison. The fort received a valuable auxiliary in 
a body of Texan Rangers, commanded by Captain Samuel H. 
Walker, a young man who had gready distinguished himself in the 
^exan struggle, in which he had been taken prisoner by the MexH 

* Thorpe's "Our Army on the Kio Grande." 
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cms and cnrried to Salado.* Upon his aniral at the fint» he wae 
aCatkmed between it and the camp of Greneral Taylor, with inatnio- 
tftons to keep open, if possible, the oommunication between them. 
On ihe morning of the 28th, having ascertained that the object of 
Ihe Mexicans was to surround both places, he set out with abonl 
seventy-five men, intending to penetrate to the camp. 

After marching about twelve miles he suddenly encounteied a 

* Sajeitsi. H. Walksb, was bom m Prince George ooantf, Maiyland, and 
prior to the present war with Mexico, was prindpally dSstingnished for his in- 
tzepidity and misfortunes in the Texan straggle. He was one of CoIomI 
Fisher's three hundred men who marched against two thousand Mexicans sla^ 
tioned at Mier. He was captured by the enemy previous to the battle at that 
place, while on an excursion into their territory, and after the defeat of the 
TexapB, he was marched, wiA the other prisoners, to Matamora% and from 
thence to the castle of Perote, on their way to the capitaL For a short time 
Ihe prisoners were treated kindly ; but as they receded from Texas, the Mexi* 
can fiffioers threw off their reserre, and began to act more in conformity with 
the cruel disposition they had hidierto exhibited against the revolotiooista. 
When they arrived at Salado, this craelty had become so intolerable that the 
posooers determined to revolt, and after slaughtering the guard, to make their 
escape. Among the foremost in the charge was Walker. When the flgnal 
was given, he seized one of the sentinels at the inner door of the prison yaid^ 
while Camerai, a Scotchman, seized the other. Both Mexicans were instantly 
disarmed, and die Texans rushed into the outer court, where the arms and caiw 
tridge boxes were guarded by one hundred and fifty Mexican infimtry. These 
were soon driven out, and while the Texans were arming themselves, the 
Mexican cavalry and a company of infiintxy, formed in front of the outer gate. 
The Texans charged through diem, killing nine or ten and wounding morey 
with a loss -of five of their own number killed, and five wounded. The Texans 
nnmbered two hundred and fourteen, their enemy three hundred. The party 
escaped, but subsequently lost their way^and after wandering among the moun- 
tains and suffering the extremities of hunger and thirst, they were finally re- 
captured by straggling parties, and brought back to Salado. Here they were 
4iPcimated by Santa Anna, and every tenth man shot After the most appalling 
sufferings. Walker, with eight others, succeeded in escaping horn the city of 
Mexico, and returned to Texas. 

This expedition originally consisted of two hundred and sixty-one men. Of 
these, ten were killed at the battle of Mier, and six others subsequently died of 
wounds received there; five fell at the revolt at Salado, seventeen were shot by 
decimation, five died in the mountains, thirty-five of suffering and starvation in 
Mexicx), eleven were released through the intervention of ministers, eight 
wounded at Mier effected their escape, and the remainder, including Walker, 
escaped from Mexico. 

Walker then joined the Texan revenue service, of which he became ap efil- 
cient member. But when the army of occupation entered the country on its 
way to Corpus Christi and Point Isabel, he joined the forces at the head of * 
body of partizan rangers. His subsequent career is given in the text, and he is 
now distinguished as the gallant Captain Walker of the United States servioe. 
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par^ of anned Mezicana, whoee number he Mtimaled at fifteen 
hntidied. Host ofhia men, beii^ new volunteers and entirely inex- 
perienced, fled with precipitation. The remaining few met the 
charge of the enemy with finuneBSt and for fifteen minutes sustained 
a battle against forty times their number. They then retreated, and 
were pursued till within cannon shot of Point Isabel. The captain 
estimates the loss of the enemy at about thirty ; his own has never 
been made known. 

Walker reached the fort at night of the same day, and with an 
intrepidity approaching to rashness, oflered Major Monroe his ser- 
vices to carry any communicatioD to General Taylor, provided he 
could be granted four men as companions. Although the proposal 
was regarded as Quixotic, he obtained permission, and six men im- 
mediately volunteered to accompany him. They set out next morn- 
ing, and after several very narrow esc^)es, reached General Taylor's 
camp on the 30th. 
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ruption reached Point Isabel next day. He found the place 
pletely invested, and the utmost anxiety and excitement prevailing 
among the troops. 

No sooner had General Taylor marched from the fort on the Rio 
Grande, than it became the theatre of most important operations* 
Matamoras hailed his departure by the ringing of bells, and loud 
shouts from the deceived oppulaoe, who fondly dreamed of a ** retreat*' 
by the American army. The El Monitor BepubHcano of May 
4th, after expatiating on the admirable arrangements of Arista, thus 
notices the removal of the American forces : 

" General Taylor dared not resist the valor and enthusiasm of the 
sons of Mexico. Well did he foresee the intrepidity with which our 
soldiers would rush against the usurpers of the national teifitoiy. 
Well did he know the many injuries which were to be avenged by 
those who had taken up arms, not to aggrandize themselves ivith 
the spoils of the property of others, but to maintain the independence 
of their country. Well did he know, we repeat it, that the Mexi- 
cans would be stopped neither by trenches, nor fortresses, nor lai^ 
artillery. Thus it was that the chief of the American forces, fright- 
ened as soon as he perceived from the situation and proximity of his 
camp that our army were preparing to cross the river, left with pre- 
cipitation for Point Isabel with almost all his troops, eight pieces of 
artillery, and a few wagons. Their march was observed from our 

position and here let me pay to our brave men the tribute 

which they deserve. The express verbally informed some of the 
troops whiG;h had not yet arrived at the ford, of the escape of the 
Americans ; in one instant all the soldiers spontaneously crossed the 

river, almost racing one with another The terror 

and haste with which the latter fled to the fort, to shut themselves 
up in it and avoid a conflict, frustrated the active measures of the 
most excellent Senor Greneral Arista, which were to order the cavahy 
to appear in the plain, and to cut off the flight of the fugitives. But 
it was not possible to do so, notwithstanding their forced march dur- 
ing tiie night. General Taylor left his camp at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, and as fear has wings, he succeeded in shutting himself 
up in the fort« When our cavalry reached the point where they 
were to detain him, he had already passed and was several leagues 
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ahead. Great was the sorrow of our hnye men not to have ben 
aUe to meet the enemy face to hee ; their defeat was oertain, and 
the main body of that invading army who thought that they inapiied 
the Mexicans with so much respect, would have disappeared in the 
first important battle. But there was some fighting to be done, and 
the Americans do not know how to use other anns than those of 
duplicity and treachery. Why did they not remain with firmness 
under their colors ? Why did they abandon the ground which they 
pretend to usurp with such iniquity? Thus has an honoraUe 
general kept his word. Had not General Taylor said in all his 
cx>mmimications, that he was prepared to repel all hostilities 7 Why 
then does he fly in so cowardly a manner to shut himself up at the 
Point ? The commander-in-chief of the American army has covered 
himself with opprobrium and ignominy, in sacrificing a part of his 
forces whom he left in the fortifications, to save himself; for it is 
certain that he will not return to their assistance — ^not that he is 
ignorant of their peril, but he calculates that his would be greater, if 
he had the temerity of attempting to resist the Mexican lances and 
bayonets in the open plain." 

Early on the morning of the 3d, the Mexican army in Matamoras 
opened upon the fort with a battery of seven guns. The fire was 
steadily returned by the Americans, who in about twenty minutes 
silenced that of the enemy. A heavy cannonade was then com- 
menced by the Mexican lower fort and a mortar battery, which was 
kept up without intermission until midnight. In this bombardment 
the enemy expended about fifVeen hundred shells and shot, but 
although these were directed principally at the workmen, who labored 
at the unfinished fortifications during the whole attack, yet they did 
very litde execution. 

Victory in this first day's attack declared for neither party ; the 
Mexicans however, as will be perceived by the following extract 
from the El Bcpublicano, May 4th, appropriated with their usual 
liberality all the glory to themselves, denouncing the conduct of the 
Americans as brutal, impotent, and cowardly, and arrogating com- 
plete success for the future : 

" But let us relate the glorious events of yesterday. As Aurora 
dawned we began to fire from our ramparts on the fortifications of 
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the eiiemy» and the thunder of Mexican cannon was saluted hy the 
leTeili^ from every point of our line, by the bell of the paroehhl 
church* and by the vivas of the inhabitants of Matamoras. In a 
moment the streets were filled, and aU were rejoiced to see at last 
the hour arrived when we were to give a terrible lesson to the Ame- 
rican camp, whose odious presence could no longer be tolerated. 
The enemy answered, but they were soon convinced that their ai^ 
tillery, although of a superior calibre, could not compete with ours. 
AOer a fire of five hours our ramparts remained immovable, on ac- 
count of the solidity of their construction, and the intelligence widi 
which the rules of art had been observed. The same did not hap- 
pen to the American fortifications, whose bastions were so completely 
demolished, that towards 11 o'clock in the morning their artillery 
ceased to play and their fire was hushed. We continued to fire 
with activity during the day, without the enemy's daring to respond 
to us, because the parapets under which they would shelter them- 
selves being destroyed, they had not courage to load Uieir guns which 

remained uncovered Unequalled glory and eternal honor 

to our brave countrymen. 

^ The enemy in their impotent rage, and before they concealed 
their shame behind the most distant parapets, had the barbarous plea- 
sure of aiming their guns towards the city to destroy its edifices, as 
it was not in their power to destroy the fortifications from which 
they received so much injury. This wicked revenge which only 
springs from cowardly and miserable souls, did not meet with the 
success expected by those who so unworthily adorn themselves with 
the tides of savans and philanthropists. Their stupidity was equal 
to their wickedness. Almost all the balls passed too high, and 
those which touched the houses, although they were eighteen poun- 
ders, did not cause any other mischief but that of piercing one or two 
walls." 

Between two and three o'clock on the morning of the 4th, Cap- 
tain Walker with six rangers, reached the fort from Point Isabel. 
The cannonade had been heard at that station, and as it continued 
hour after hour, it created the most thrilling excitement. General 
Taylor determined to know something of the garrison, and selected 
Captain May to effect a communication. He had one hundred 
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men* and was accompanied by Captain Walker with aiz of dw 
Texan rangers. He was instructed to choose a position brorable 
lo reconnoitering the enemy, and from which he might with safety 
detach Walker to the major, but on no account to risk a batde.* 

May set out at two o*clock in the aflemoon of the 8d, and at itm^^ 
had marched so far as to perceive the guard fires of the enemy, who 
were encamped at Palo Alto. By skilful manoBuvering he escaped 
the observation of the enemy, and marching round their fiont, coiH 
oealed his party behind a chapparal between the Mexicans and the 
Rio Grande. Walker was dien despatched to the fort, with dilu- 
tions to learn the force of any enemy he might encounter, as well as 
lo ascertain if Major Brown was still able to maintain his position. 
He arrived at the fort without meeting the enemy, and afler obtaiiH 
ing fresh horses, set out to rejoin Captain May. On arriviqg at die 
station where he had leA that officer, he found it deserted, and that 
large bodies of the Mexicans had scattered themselves in varioos 
directions to intercept him and his rangers. He therefore retnined 
to the camp, where he remained di^ring that day. 

The command of Captain May had remained near the chapparal 
until th^y were discovered by the enemy. It now became danger- 
oos to remain longer, and as it was very probable that Walker had 
been captured, orders were given to return to Point Isabel. Oa the 

* Yeiy little is known of the biography of Colonel May previous to the pi»> 
sent war. He is a native of the dty of Washington, and son of Dr. May. « On 
oiganizing the second legiment of dragoons during General Jackson's adminiiH 
tration, he was among those who, from ciyil life received a commission as lieu- 
tenant in the corps, and was ordered to Florida, where the regiment was 
aabjected to severe active service against the Seminoles, and the lieutenant wa« 
entrusted with many responsible duties. One of these led him into a personal 
rancontre with the celebrated chief of the tribe, Philip, upon whose camp a 
charge was made, and the chieftain knocked down and secured by Lieutenant 
May, just as he raised his rifle to shoot that officer." 

May is now a captain in the American army, and is noted for the intrepidity 
and efficiency of his cavalry charges, espedally the brilliant one of Resaca de 
Ja Palma, where he captured Greneral la Vega, and all his park of artillery. He 
has lately visited the United States, advancing as far north as Washington, and 
being every where received with the warmest enthusianm. 

The captain is said to present a whimsical appearance. His form is long 
and lean, and his hair and beard so long as to stream behind him, as he lides in 
the wind. His fevorite charger «Tom," appears to be as singular as his rider, 
and both together, to use the language of a volunteer, are enough to fiighkm 
the Mexicans. 
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way he encountered about one hundred and fifty lancen, wiMnn he 
changed, routed, and pursued for about three miles toward tfaeir 
camp. He then proceeded toward Point Isabel, which he xeached 
at nine o'clock. 

Meanwhile, the soldiers under Major Brown were industrioiidy 
laboring at the fort. Since the departure of General f ^7^^ ^bey 
had worked night and day, even while continually exposed to the 
batteries of the enemy ; and the works were now considered stroi^r 
enough to resist any effort of the Mexicans. Throughout the mrhole 
of the 4th a renewal of the bombardment was confidently expected* 
but in this the garrison were disappointed. 

In the evening Captain Walker made a second attempt to reac^ 
Point Isabel and was successful. His success was mainly o'wing 
to his perfect knowledge of the country and of the enemy's positions. 

Major Brown had been instructed not to attempt relieving hiokself 
by a sally from the fort ; yet he was not permitted to remain long 
idle. Throughout the morning of the 5th, thousands of Mexican 
troops filled the plain, evincing by their varied movements, that pre- 
parations were then in progress for an assault. It was soon ascer- 
tained that they had erected a strong battery during the night in the 
rear of the fort, and that a vigorous cannonading was to be commenced 
on both sides of the river. At about five in the afternoon, this bat- 
tery commenced a heavy fire upon the garrison, which was imme* 
diately seconded by the cannon of Matamoras. These were vigor- 
ously answered by the six-pound howitzer batteries of the fort, and 
after a little while the assailants ceased firing. Considerable recoa- 
noitering now took place between light bodies of the Mexicans and 
a few Americans under Lieutenant Hanson, who had obtained per- 
mission from Major Brown to leave the fort for that purpose. Be- 
fore midnight the works were completely invested, and according 
to a preconcerted signal, Major Brown discharged his eighteen 
pounders, at regular intervals, to inform General Taylor of \m 
situation. 

On the 6th, the firing was renewed on the part of the enemy, 
but the Americans having but a scanty supply of ammunition, weie 
obliged to remain quiet. 

Hitherto we have seen the bombardment carried on with litde 
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]o88 to die gairiflon ; they, however, were to fed the seonifB of ww 
as well as the enemj ; and the Olh of May became memonble for 
the fall of their brave commaiider. In the aileinooD, he had bean 
taking his castomary official round among the icddien, and atopped 
ibar a moment to give instructions to some of the men who were en- 
figed in constructing the woiks. Suddenly a shell stmdL die 
ground near him, tearing up the soil in laige fragments, and com- 
pletdy enveloping the major in a doud of dust He was obeerved 
to fall, and to tiie horror of the soldiers, the air became dear only lo 
exhibit the sad spectacle of their suffering commander. His rig^t 
leg had been shattered by the shell, and part of it thrown to some 
distance from the body. He bore his sufferings without a munnur, 
and while being carried to the hospitd by his men, he exhorted 
them to do their duty as faithfully as before, and by no means 
to surrender the fort Amputation above the knee was immedialdy 
effected, but the wound was of so aggravated a nature that he sur- 
vived but three days. He was succeeded in the command by 
Captam Hawkins.* 

Meanwhile the firing of the Mexicans was unintermitting^y sus- 
; practice seemed to give precision to their aim, and the ground 



* Majob J. Bbowit, was a native of Vemiont, and at the age of twentj-four 
yean entered the American army as a common soldier in the seventh infimtiy, 
at the commencement of the war of 1812. He was in neariy all the hard 
fought battles on the Niagara, where his merit was soon perceived, and woo for 
him an ensign's commission. Before the close of the war he obtained a lieu- 
tenancy, and from tiiat rose hy regular gradations to the rank of major, in which 
capacity he served for many years. For some time he filled the office of com- 
missary of subsistence at Council Blufis, afterwards quartermaster and commis- 
sary at St. Louis, and for a while was engaged in conducting the tqbes of 
emigrant Indians to the west He was also in active service during the whole 
period of the war in Florida. In giving him the command of the fort opposite 
Matamoras, General Taylor displayed his sagacity in the knowledge of character 
and officer-like qualities in a comrade in anns, which perhaps his observation 
and actual experience helped him to foresee. He found also^ that his confidence 
in the major was not misplaced, and it will ever be a matter of regret that the 
gallant officer should have fallen before his task was successfully finished, and 
the laurel placed on his brow. His habits of exact discipline and exact ao- 
conntability made his services always in request; and as he possessed the con- 
fidence of his superiors, and the good will of those under his command, he was 
an officer in the proper sense of the term. General Taylor says of him : ** The 
pleasure [of victory] is alloyed with profound legrot at the loss of the hemic 
and indomitable Major Brown. His loss would be a severe one to the senrioe 
at any time, but to the army under my orders, it is indeed irreparable." 

10 
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within the whole range oS the fort presented the ai>pearanoe of a 
ploughed field. Late in the afternoon tlie enemy opened from Mata- 
moras with one mortar, and from the field in the rear with two; and 
at half-past ten some infantry crept up into a ravine, and discharged 
some small arms and musketry ; but being out of range, their fire 
was not returned. At ten o*dock next morning Lieutenant Bragg 
dischaiged several rounds of canister upon parties of mounted men 
and infantry, apparently endeavoring to surroimd his rear. This 
dispersed them, but elicited in return a shower of shells from the 
difierent batteries, which rained without intermission until half-paat 
eleven o'clock. 

About four o'clock the Mexicans sounded a parley, and sent to the 
fbrt a delegation of two officers, bearing a white flag. They brought 
a communication from General Arista, of which the following is a 
translation : 

« MxxicAir Arvt, Ditisiob- or the North, 7 

^ You are besieged by forces sufficient to take you ; and there is, 
moreover, a numerous division encamped near you, which free from 
all other cares, will keep off any succors which you may expect to 
receive. The respect for humanity acknowledged at the present 
age by all civilized nations, doubtless imposes upon me the duty of 
mitigating the disasters of war. 

"This principle, which Mexicans observe above all other nations, 
obliges me to summon you, as all your efibrts will be useless, to sur- 
render in order to avoid by a capitulation, the entire destruction of 
all the soldiers under your command. 

" You will thus afford me the pleasure of complying with the mild 
and benevolent wishes above expressed, which distinguish the char- 
acter of my countrymen, whilst I, at the same time, fulfil the most 
imperious of the duties which my country requires for the offences 
committed against it 

" God and Liberty ! 

*< Head-Quarters at the Fauq.i7£s del RAMUfERo, May 6th, 1846. 

M. 'Arista." 

Upon the reception of this document Captain Hawkins convened 



BATTLE OP PALO ALTO. U 

k oooneil of hb offioen, when upon eoiiraltilioii« ""•"■"w^wiy m 
ceded to the fdlowing refdy : 

Near lI«teiiion% i% «, 1846, 5 P. IL J 
*< Sia — Your humane commimicatuni has just been received, and 
after the consideratioa due to its importance, I muat rea p ect fu lly de- 
dine to surrender my forces to yon. 

** The exact purport of your despatoh I cannot feel confident that 
I understood, as my interpreter is not skilled in your lai^;nage ; bat 
if I hare understood you correcdy, you hare my reply above. 
'* I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

""E. S. Hawkims, 

« Commanding U. 8. Foroes opposito Matemona. 
" OxirsBAi. M. Abista, Commanding DiTuion of the North." 

Upon the reception of this reply, the Mexicans re-opened their 
batteries, and during the 'remainder of the aAemoon and a great pa.t 
of the night, poured forth a continual shower of bombs, shells and 
shot The garrison expected a night assault ; but were disappointed. 

The morning of the 7th opened with a heavy cannonading fiom 
the city, which now seemed to be the favorite position of the enemy. 
After a short time the firiag ceased, but was again renewed, proceed- 
ing languidly until two o'clock, when all the batteries simultaneously 
burst forth with terrific violence, and continued without intermission 
until evening. This fire was very annoying to the Americans, de- 
stroying tents, sheds, utensils, and many other articles ; and to add 
to the mortification of the garrison, they were obliged to remain pas- 
sive spectators in consequence of the scarcity of their ammunition. 

At dark, Captain Mansfield, of the engineer corps, was sent with 
one hundred men to level the traverse, thrown up by General Worth 
on the Rio Grande, together with some clumps of chapparal, behind 
both of which the enemy were accustomed to conceal themselves in 
order to gall the Americans. This he accomplished by midnight, 
at which time commenced a random fire of musketry, accompanied 
by a sounding of bugles, which continued until daylight. The gar- 
rison fish now certain of being attacked, but they were again dis- 
appointed. Before morning all was quiet; but at sunrise the 
bombardment was renewed with great energy, continuing with litde 
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intennission until the afternoon. But although neaily three hundred 
shells and laige shot were precipitated into the fort, not a single 
American was either killed or wounded. 

In the aflemoon the heavy sound of distant cannon suddenly broke 
upon the ears of the garrison. It was repeated — there could be no 
mistake as to its origin. Ejach soldier started to his feet, and listened 
with a thrill of breathless anxiety for its return ; and at each peal a 
shout more loud than the, Mexican batteries, rolled along the Ameri- 
can lines. That sound was the voice of General Taylor at Palo 
Alto. In the evening a Mexican deserter arrived at the fort with a 
white flag, and gave an account of the batde. No news could have 
been more grateful to the wearied garrison ; for six days they had 
scarcely known rest or sleep ; but with their beloved commander 
once more near them, they knew that victory would henceforth be 
easy. 

On the aflemoon of the next day the firing was heard from 
Resaca de la Palma, announcing a re-engagement ; and about sunset 
the besi^rs of the fort beat a retreat 

Such were the principal events at Fort Brown* after the depar- 
ture of General Taylor. In reviewing the conduct of the garrison, 
we are struck with their indomitable valor and perseverance. Be- 
sieged by a far superior force of the enemy, deprived of intercourse 
with their only means of succor, and limited in food and ammuni- 
tion, they did not for one moment swerve from their high position 
as American soldiers. Arista's overtures of capitulation were re- 
jected with scorn, and his assaults sustained with firmness. The 
defence of Fort Brown will ever be considered a master piece of 
courage and valor. 

We now return to the main army under General Taylor. 

The General reached Point Isabel on the 2d of May, without 
having encountered a single Mexican. The next day he heard the 
canno.nading of Fort Brown, but received no important intelligence 
until the 4th, when Captain May arrived and reported that he had 
passed the camp of a heavy Mexican force, stationed on the road to 
Matamoras. 

The situation of the American commander was one of great peril. 

* So caUed by GeAeral Taylor in honor of its defender, Major J. Brown. 
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The nmnber and intentions of the enemy were unknown, tt wm 
also the future fate of Fort Brown ; but it was certain that the enemy 
would use every elOTort to prevent the junction of his forces. Un 
appalled, however, by this threatening array, he declared to tfie army 
his intention of marching to the relief of the fort ; and orders to that 
effect were issued on the 7th of May. In the evening the main 
body, to the amount of two thousand men, accompanied by two hun- 
dred and fifty wagons, left Point Isabel and marched about seven 
miles, where they stopped and passed the night The next morning 
they again moved forward until they arrived at a wide level prairiey 
flanked on both sides by small pools of fresh water. The plain was 
more than three miles in extent, and beyond it, facing the American 
army, were extended lines of chapparal, prickly pear, and a species 
of tree called by the Mexicans Palo Alto. Here a scene thrilling 
and impressive in character burst upon the American army. The 
enemy, numbering more than six thousand, were stretched directly 
across the road in an unbroken line of more than a mile in length. 

General Taylor now made his dispositions for battle, which were 
as follows : On the extreme right, Tieutenant-Colonel Mcintosh 
with the filUi infantry ; Major Ringgold's artillery ; Captain N. L. 
Norris and third infantry ; two eighteen pounders, commanded by 
Lieutenant Churchill of the third artUlery; fourth infantry com- 
manded by Major G. W. Allen ; third brigade, composed of the 
third and fourth regiments, under Lieutenant-Colonel Gariand. These 
together with two squadrons of dragoons under Captains Ker and 
May, composed the right wing, under the orders of Colonel Twiggs. 
The first brigade, composed of Lieutenant-Colonel Child's battalion 
oi artillery, and the eighth infantry under Captain Montgomery, 
formed the led wing, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Belknap. The train was stationed near the water, under the direction 
of Captains Grossman and Myers, and protected by Captain Ker's 
squadron. 

At two o'clock the army commenced its march toward the enemy, 
having been previously ordered to refresh themselves with draughts 
of cold water from the neighboring pools. While the columns were 
advancing. Lieutenant Blake of the topographical engineers, having 
received pem^^ision to reconnoitre, galloped forward to within rifle- 
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shot of the Mexican line, where he dismounted, and with bis spy-< 
glass coolly surveyed their foices. Being approached by two of 
their officers, who were under the impression that be sought a 
pailey, he remounted, rode in a parallel line between the two armies 
and returned. This handsome conduct was of some use, as it re- 
sulted in the discovery of two batteries of artillery between the cavalry 
and infantry of the enemy. 

The Americans continued to advance until the opposing armies 
were within about a quarter of a mile of each other, when the Mexi- 
can batteries on the right opened a heavy fire, and were almost 
immediately followed by a loud burst from the artillery of the whole 
line. The advancing columns were now halted, and formed into 
line, while at the same time the fire of the enemy was answered by 
Churchill's eighteen pounders, and the artillery of Ringgold and 
Duncan. The latter had soon to sustain the combined efforts of the 
Mexicans ; and but for the want of precision in their aim, would 
have been completely annihilated* • Every cannon was now in ser- 
' vice, and the battle raged with terrific grandeur. At each dischaige 
of Churchill and Ringgold, the cavalry of the enemy was seen to 
open, announcing the entrance of a messenger of death, and though 
for a long while each gap was steadily filled up,, yet at length the 
slaughter became so tremendous, that in about two hours afler its 
commencement, they gave ground and collected for a chaige. 

During all this time the infantry had remained idle spectators ; but 
the moment was arriving when they would be called to take an 
active part in the engagement. Captain Walker reported that General 
Torrejon, with a company of lancers and two pieces of artillery, 
were moving through the chapparal evidently with the design of atr 
tacking the train ; and the fifth infantry, supported by a part of 
Ringgold's battery and Walker's volunteers, were ordered to oppose 
this movement. The lancers, amounting to fifteen hundred, were 
first met by Ridgely's batteries, and their artillery obliged to retreat. 
The fifth regiment then opened upon them, and were soon followed 
by the third infantry, both batteries operating with terrible effect. 
Unable to stand so tremendous a fire, the lancers broke and fied on 
all sides, leaving hundreds of their men and horses dead on the field. 
The battle had now become general, raging with such fury as to en 
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▼elope both armies in the smoke of artineiy, and even to set oa firs 
the long grass of the poirie. 

The firing of the Mexicans now ceased* and for an hour bolh 
annies remained quiet. Meanwhile the enemy fonned a new line 
of battle, and the American general ordered forward the eighteen 
pounders nearly to the position first occapied by the lanoersi and 
caused the first brigade to take up a new position still on the left 
of the eighteen pounder battery. The fifth infantry was also ad- 
vanced from its former position, and occupied the ground to the 
extreme right of the new line. 

These changes effected, the battle recommenced with great fiiry. 
The artillery of Churchill and Ringgold did even more exeeation 
than before ; and yet the broken ranks of the enemy were filled up 
with a promptness and courage which excited the admiration of their 
antagonists. In order to throw them into confusion, Captain May's 
squadron was ordra^d to charge, if possible, the left ; but after con- 
siderable loss he was obliged to desist from a paucity of troops. 
Meanwhile the fourth infantry was exposed to a most galling fire of 
artillery, by which they lost a large number in killed and wounded, 
and among the latter Captain Page. About the same time, while 
Major Ringgold was directing one of his pieces, he was mortally 
wounded by a cannon ball which passed through both his thighs and 
the body of his horse.* 

* Samuel Ringgold was bom in Wsdungton county, Maiyiand, in 1800. 

HiB fiitfaer was General Samuel Ringgold, and his modier a daughter of Gene* 

lal John Cadwalader, so renowned in the annals of the Ameriean lerolutioii. 

Toung Ringgold was sent to the Military Academy at West Point, in 1814, and 

was graduated at Ae head of his class in 1818, haTing creditably .perlbrmed the 

aidnooB duties and requirements of that institation. He entered the army 

as fieutenant, and was soon after recommended to General Scott, whose 

head-quarters were then at Philadeli^ua. Being ^satisfied with his merit, as 

wdl as somewhat acquainted with his fiunily, the general immediately selected 

him far one of his aids, and he repaired to head-quarters and joined the staff, in 

which he remained for nearly three years. During that time he enjoyed the 

respect and confidence of his superior, &nd profited greatly hy the instruction he 

received under so accomplished a soldier. He possessed qualities of heart and 

mind which endeared him to his associates and superiors, and was one of the 

fern who may be said to have no enemies, although belonging to a professbn so 

eminently calculated to engender envy and rivalry. 

Upon leaving the staff he entered active service, doubly qualified by the ad> 
vantages he had enjoyed, and the close application he had pursued while in 
lUs honoiable position. He was attached to the tfaiid legiinBilt as lieatenanl 
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During these movanents, Lieutenant-Colonel Childs's artillery fa^ 
been brought up to support the artillery on the right. As the cavalry 
of the enemy were now advancing, notwithstanding a severe <»iinoor 

by brevet, and in July 1822, he was promoted to fint lieutenant in the place ci 
Samuel Spotts, who had been raised to captain. 

In 1831, he accompanied his command to Fort Moultrie, 8. C, vrhere he 
remained until the difficulties occasioned by the ** nullification" questiaa -vran 
ended. In July of the following year, 1834, he received the rank of captain fay 
brevet, to date from May 8th, 1832. In August 1836, he was promoted to 
captain, and assigned company G, third artillery. In the latter part of the same 
month he was sent, with his command, to Savannah, Ga., in order to ganisoa 
the fort at that place ; and shortly after he was commanded to Florida, where he 
served through the greater part of the war, to the great injury of his healtilu 
The rank of major by brevet was conferred upon him for his <*meritorioii8 ser- 
vices** in that territoiy. 

By orders of November 5th, 1838, his company was disbanded, and he was 
instructed to proceed to Carlisle, Pa., and organize and equip a company ot 
light artillery. This was in conformity with an act of 1831, to " authorize the 
mounting ^nd equipment of a part of the army of the United States," the 
men to be entailed from the first and second artillery, and to be dropped fiom 
the rolls of their respective companies, and mustered as company C of third 
regiment The major's former company, then in the field, was broken up, and 
tiie men transferred to other companies of the regiment, the subalterns only 
joining the company of Carlisle. 

Major Ringgold now applied himself diligently to perfecting the disdpline in 
this arm of the military service. His effoi^ were highly successful, and mainly 
through his instrumentality and that of Captain Duncan, the flying artillery has 
become the most important military branch in service. Though, perhaps, nev^ 
thoroughly tested until on the plains of the Rio Grande, yet the great share it 
there contributed toward a successfiU result, has distinguished it as (me so Tahn 
able, as to demand tl^e serious attention of the government in order perfectly to 
organize and extend it The performances of the flying artillery in an engage- 
ment are of the most ingenious character, and the e^cts of the battery the most 
destructive to an enemy. The necessary arms are the sword, pistol, and canoiMi, 
the latter used almost as expertly as the former. ** They advance rapidly, halt 
with astonishing suddenness, dismount, separate their cannon fi!t>m the carriages^ 
replace them, mount, and startioff again. At a certain signal after the firing, 
they instantly drop ; while the enemy, supposing them disaUed, venture toe 
near, and in an instant are completely surprised, and are shot down before they 
can collect themselves." 

Major Ringgold was ordered firom Fort McHeniy to Texas vrith the " army 
of observation.*' When Greneral Taylor left Point Isabel on the 7th of May, 
the major, with his regiment, occupied a position near the vanguard. At Palo 
Alto the Mexicans opened their batteries on the right, half a mile from the Anwri- 
can line, and were answered by two eighteen-pounders in charge of Lieutenant 
Churchill. Ringgold took position to the right and front of the eighteen pomidei% 
at a distance of seven hundred yards from the enemy (subsequently advancing 
one hundred yards) and opened his battery with tremendous effect He pointed 
the guns with his own hand, and with unerring precision, directing the Act not 
only to groups and menses oi the ^emy, but to particular individuals. He saw 
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ade, the battalion of artHlery was fonned into square, in order to 
leceire their chai]ge ; but when the advanced squadrons were within 
dose range, a fire of canister firom the eighteen pounders, dispersed 

ftem &11 in numbers ; their pkoei occupied by otfaen^ who in their torn wen 
■hot down, and he declared that ** he felt as confident of hitting his mark as 
though he had been using a rifle." During all this time the infantiy were 
fixmed as a support in his rear, and cheered rapturously the brilliant morementi 
and destructive execution of hb battezy. 

At length a regiment of the enemy's lancers wefe seen to make a demonstration 
toward the right, apparently to gain possession of the wagon train. Lieutenant 
Ridgely was detached with two pieces to check them, leaving the major with but 
a small number of men. He continued, however, to play upon the enemy with 
his two remaining jMeoes, advancing, retrograding, or shifting ius position, ao- 
eoiding to the nature of the action, for three hours, when he was shot through 
both thighs by a six-pound ball. He was mounted at tiie time, and the ball 
came from the right, passing through his light thigh, about midway, at right 
angles through the holsters, tore away the fiont part of the saddle and the hone's 
ihoulders, and passed into the major's left thigh. An ofllcer ran to his aid, but 
the major exclaimed — ** Don't stay with me : you have work to do— go ahead*** 
He wa# conveyed to his camp under charge of Dr. Byrne, placed in comfortable 
quarters, and his wounds dressed. A great quantity of muscles and integu- 
ments were carried away from both thighs, and yet the arteries were not divided, 
nor the bones broken. Dr. Foltz, surgeon of the United States army, remained 
with him during the night He had but little pain, and at intervals slept He 
continued to grow worse through the 9th, but conversed cheerfully upon the 
incidents of the battle, constantly adverting to the efficiency of his guns, and the 
brave conduct of his officers and men. He died at one o'clock on the morning 
of the 10th of May, and was buried on the next day with military honors, la* 
mented by the whole camp. 

** He was an accomptished gentleman, beloved by his friends, and respected 
by alL He was devoted to his profession, and justly appreciated the high re- 
sponsibilities of an officer in command. He rigidly enforced discipline at all 
times, and in all things; and yet, probably, no officer had more entirely the respect, 
the confidence, and the affectionate regard of all his officers and men." 
The Philadelphia North American thus speaks of his death : — 
''The death of this accomplished officer is a heavy loss to the country. He 
had been entrusted with the revision of a system of tactics for our army, and 
devoted much time and study to improving upon the English and French sys- 
tems. His corps was as fine a one as any service could boast He leaves 
unfinished we think, a work which he was preparing on the utility and practi- 
cability of the flying artillery arm in service. Major Ringgold's constitution was 
much impaired by his long campaigns in Florida, but passionately attached to 
the profession of arms, he still remained in the army, and died a martyr to his 
country. 

** His death has stricken thousands of hearts, that gush under the blow with 
feelings which no ordinary public calamity could have excited. He was gene- 
rally known and appreciated in this city as the Bayard of the age— the star of 
the war ; and his career was watched with anxious eyes and hearts. That it 
would be glorious no one doubted ; but who thought that an orb so bright would 
■uk so early 1 The soul of chivalry and honor, aooomi^ished as a soldier, bfty 

n 
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them. The fire of the enemy now ceased, and with it the action 
on the right of the American line. 

Meanwhile the enemy had made a serious attack against the left. 
Their movements were for a while concealed by the smoke of the 
Jbuming plain ; but this having dispersed. Captain Duncan discov^ned 
and communicated to Lieutenant Belknap tlie fact, that the enemy 
were moving the entire cavalry and infantry of their right wing upon 
the train in rear of the American left. He was ordered to proceed 
to the threatened point immediately, and hold the enemy in check, 
until the eighth infantry could come to his support. He rapidly 
advanced in full view of the enemy, moving so unexpectedly that 
they were compelled to halt, before a shot had been fired or a gun 
unlimbered, and engaged them within range of their small guns. 

A strong body of the enemy^s infantry, supported by two squad- 
rons of cavalry, now issued from the extreme right point of the 
chapparal, and moved forward to an attack. They were driven back 
by a discharge of shells and round shot from a part of the battery, 
the other part in the meanwhile playing upon the cavalry, which had 
halted in front of the guns. Their broken column rallied and re- 
turned to the attack, but were again repulsed in greater disorder than 
before. At the same moment the cavalry which had hitherto main- 
tained their ground, rushed back upon the advance columns, commu- 
nicating a panic from squadron to squadron, until their entire right 
wing was in full retreat. The artillery continued its fire until the 
enemy had gained the chapparal, when darkness put an end to the 
battle. 

The force of each army in this battle, together with the killed and 
wounded and other incidental matter, will be gathered from the des- 
patches of the two commanders which we insert 

as a patriot, beloved as a man, it demands an agonizing struggle to reconcile us 
to such a sacrifice. And yet it is a noble one. In the flash of his fame he has 
(&ed, as he lived — ^for his country. The offering was doubtless a glad one. He 
desired no better &te than such a death ; he could leave no richer inheritance 
than such an example. While we feel as if destiny had robbed the future of 
the &me which such a nature must have won, we dare not repine that his career 
has been closed in its morning with this sunburst of gloiy. His memory will 
be gratefully cherished so long as honor has a victory, freedom a hero, or his 
country a name.'' 
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Hkad QuAmTsms, AmsT or OccrvATiov, ) 

Camp at Palo Alto, Texa$, Ma^ 9iht IBiB.] 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I was met near thii place 
yesterday, cm my inarch firom Point Isabel, by the Mexican forces, 
and after an action of about five hours, dislodged them from their 
position and encamped upon the field. Our artillery, consisting of 
two eighteen pounders and two light batteries, was the arm chiefly 
engaged, and to the excellent manner in which it was manceuvred 
and served, is our success mainly doe. 

The strength of the enemy is believed to have been about six 
thousand men with seven pieces of artillery and eight hundred eav- 
aliy. His loss is probably at least one hundred killed. Our strength 
did not exceed, all told^ twenty-three hundred men, while our loss was 
comparatively trifling— *four men killed, three officers and thirty-seven 
men wounded, several of the latter mortally. I regret to say that 
Major Ringgold, third artillery, and Captain Page, fourth infantry, 
are severely wounded ; Lieutenant Luther, second artillery, slightly 
so. 

The enemy has fallen back, and it is believed has repassed the 
river. I have advanced parties now thrown forward in his direction, 
and shall move the main body immediately. 

In the haste of this first report, I can only say, that the officers and 
men behaved in the most admirable manner throughout the action. 
I shall have the pleasure of making a more detailed report, when 
those of the diflferent commanders shall be received. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. Taylor, 

Brevet Brig, Gen, U, S, A, Commanding, 
The Abjutawt-Geitebal U, S, Army, 
Washington D, C. 

The exact force of General Taylor was 177 officers and 2111 men. 
The Mexicans amounted to more than six thousand, and it is pro- 
bable that their loss was far greater than is stated in the following 
despatch :— * 

6BirXBAl>IN-CHIBr 

Most Excellent Sir : Constant in my purpose of preventing 
General Taylor from uniting the forces which he brought fiK>m the 
Fronton of Santa Isabel with those which he left fortified opposite 
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Matamoras, I moved this day from the Fauques del Ramineio, wheaoe 
I despatched my last extraordinary courier, and took the diiection of 
Palo Alto, as soon as my spies informed me that the enemy had left 
Fronton, with the determination of introducing into his fort, wagons 
loaded with provisions and heavy artillery. 

I arrived opposite Palo Alto about one o*clock, and observed that 
the enemy were entering that position. 

. With all my forces I established the line of batde in a great plain, 
my right resting upon an elevation, and my left on a slough of dif" 
ficult passage. 

Scarcely was the first cannon fired when there arrived General 
Pedro de Ampudia, second in command, whom I had ordered to join 
me after having covered the points which might serve to besiege the 
enemy in the forts opposite Matamoras. 

The forces under my orders amounted to 3000 men, and twelve 
pieces of artillery ; those of the invaders were 3000, rather less than 
more, and were superior in artillery, since they had twenty pieces 
of the calibre of sixteen and eighteen pounders. 

The battle commenced so ardently that the fire of the cannon did 
not cease a single moment. In the course of it the enemy wished to 
follow the road towards Matamoras, to raise the sic^ of his troops ; 
with which object he fired the grass, and formed in front of his 
line of battle a smoke so thick, that he succeeded in covering 
himself from our view, but by means of manoeuvres this was 
twice embarrassed. 

General Taylor maintained his attack rather defensively than 
offensively, employing his best arm which is artillery, protected by 
half of the infantry, and all of his cavalry, — ^keeping the remainder 
fortified in the ravine, about two thousand yards from die field of 
batde. 

I was anxious for the charge because the fire of cannon did mdch 
damage in our ranks, and I instructed General D. Anastosia Torrejon 
lo execute it with the greater part of the cavalry, by our left flank, 
while one should be executed at the same time by our right flank, 
widi some columns of infantry and the remainder of that arm (cavalry). 

I was waiting the moment when tluit general should execute the 
ehaige, and the e^e^t of it should begin to be seen in order to givp 
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liie impulse on the right, bat he was diedked byafire of the 
wlueh defended a doagh that embarraased the attack. 

Some battalions becoming impatient by the lost which dwj 
soffered, fell into disorder^ demanding to advanoe or fill badu I 
iminediatelj caused them to chaige with a cofaimn of eavafay onder 
the command of Colonel D. Cayetano Montero; the lesoltof Ais 
operation being that the dispersed corps repaired Aeir fruit as &r aa 
possible, marching towards the enemy, who in oofweqiieooe of his 
distance was enabled to fall back upon his resenre, and night oomiiy 
on the battle was concluded-— the field remaining for oar anna. 

Every suitable measure was then adopted, and the diyision tock 
np a more concentrated curve in the same scene of action. 

The combat was long and bloody, which may be estimated fiom 
the calculations made by the commandant general of artiUeiyy 
General D. Thomas Requena, who assures me that the enemy tfuew 
about three thousand cannon shots from two in ^e afternoon, when 
the battle commenced, until seven at night when it terminated-Hriz 
hundred and fifty being fired on our side. 

The national arms shone forth, since they did not yield a hand's 
bieadth of ground, notwithstanding the superiority in artiUery of 
the enemy, who suffered much damage. 

Our troops have to lament the loss of two hundred and fifty two 
men, dispersed, wounded and killed,— the last worthy of national 
recollection and gratitude for the intrepidity with which they died 
fighting for the most sacred of causes. 

Will your excellency please with this note, to repoit* to his ez- 
odlency the President, representing to him that I will take care to give 
a circumstantial account of this deed of arms ; and recommending to 
him the good conduct of all the generals, chief officers and soldiers 
oi!der my orders, for sustaining so bloody a combat, which does haam 
to our arms and exhibits their discipline. 

Accept the assurances of my consideration and great regard. 

God and Liberty I 
HiAB QuA&TBBs PjiLo AxTO, tH sigkt oftkc tnemyt May 8, 1846. 

Mariano Arista. 

Most Excbllsitt Sia, Minister of War and Marine. 

The battle of Palp Alto will long be remembered as one of the 
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mort brilliaiit in the annals of the repablic. General Taylor 
advanced to it, with k force greatly inferior to that of the cDemy, 
Tbicb with the lunal mendacity of the Mexican officers is stated al 
only three thousand in the foregoing despatch. The confidence of 
the American commaader in the efficiency of his troops, was so 
great that he advanced at a moment when twelve houra delay 
would have brought him a jrawerful reinforcement ; and he declared 
previous to his march that he should give battle to the enemy in 
whatever force he might appear. The result gloriously justified 
Ihia gmienNU confidence of the brave commander. 



SattU of »t»aca it la ^altna. 



f;^ 



9HB BallIe.or Palo Alto wu 
I the prelude to that of Reaaca 
de la Palma. On the evening 
of the 8th, General Taylor 
held a council of officen to 
decide upon the propriety of 
adranciiig toward Fort Brown. 
; Though it was yery evident 
^ that the enemy would oppOM 
such a moTement with all (he 
delerminalioD of a final strug- 
gle, yet the copneil cheerfully resdved (o advattce- 
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Early on the foUowing morning the army recommenced its march 
toward the Rio Grande. At the same time the Mexicans were ob- 
served moving from the ground occupied by them during the nighty 
and silently winding toward the chapparal on their front and flank. 
Observing this, General Taylor, having ordered the supply train to 
be strongly parked, and sendmg his wounded men to Point Isabel, 
moved forward seven miles to the edge of the thicket, which extends 
to the Rio Grande. At the same time the command of Captain 
McCall, fourth infantry, consisting of the light companies of the 
first brigade, under Captain Smith, Captain Walker with his Texan 
Rangers, a detachment of artillery and infantry under Captain 
McCall, and troop of Indiana dragoons under Lieutenant Pleasanton* 
in all two hundred and twenty men, were ordered forward into the 
chapparal, in order to ascertain the exact position of the enemy. 

At the departure of this detachment the main army halted, and 
the General accompanied by his staff, rode toward the train for the 
purpose of ascertaining its condition. One of his attendants was 
Lieutenant Blake, the same officer who had elicited so much admi- 
ration* by his courageous reconnoitre on the preceding day. Being 
excessively fatigued, he alighted from his horse, and afler romark- 
ing upon his gratification at the anticipation of rest, he threw his 
sword, to which his pistols were attached, upon the ground. The 
concussion caused one of them to explode, its ball glancing upward, 
entering his thigh and penetrating to the lungs. He died in three 
hours, regretting that he had not received the wound in the batfie 
of the previous day. 

The detachment of Captain Smith were now moving on the right 
of the road, while McCall with his artillery and infantry advanced 
on the left. The whole command soon entered the chapparal, when 
Captain Walker with his company and a small party of mounted 
men was ordered to examine the road in front, while Lieutenant 
Pleasanton with the dragoons, marched in the rear of the columns 
of infintry.. They advanced three miles without encountering any 
but small straggling parties, one of whom. Captain Walker charged, 
killing one man and capturing another. 

After having crossed a prairie and examined the opposite side, 
Walker reported the road dear. Desiring, however, to obtain 
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definite infonnation as to the position of the enemy, McCall poshed 
him forward into the chapparal, where a few parties, consisting of from 
three to six persons each, were observed among the bushes, and one 
on horseback, was fired upon by the flankers. On reaching the open 
ground at Resaca de la Pahna, the head of Captain McCali's column 
received three rounds of canister shot from a masked battery, which 
killed one private and wounded two sergeants. This obliged them to 
retire under cover, but they soon afterwards rallied, at the distance oi 
about fifty paces. Captain Smith's detachments was now brought to 
the left of the road, in order to attack by fiank movement, what was 
supposed to be the rear guard of the enemy. Being now satisfied that 
die Mexican army was in full force on hia front, McCall despatched 
three dragoons to inform General Taylor of the fact, and then moved 
his command, to a stronger position. 

In choosing their ground for this second battle, the enemy had 
evinced considerable ingenuity. The road there crosses a ravine 
four or five feet deep, whose sides and edges are densely matted with 
extended lines of chapparal. Along these lines the enemy had 
stationed themselves, placing their artillery in such positions within 
the ravine, as completely to sweep, by cross firing, the narrowest 
portion of the road. 

Upon the reception of Captain McCali's message, the American 
commander immediately put his army in motion, and came up with 
the advance about four o'clock in the afternoon. Ridgely's* battery 

* Raitdolph Ridselt is the son of Greneral Charles S. Ridgely, of Elkridge, 
Ann Arundel county, Maryland. He belongs to the thiad artilleiy, and in the 
kittle of the 9th did most yaluable service with the light artillery battery pi»- 
vuradiy commanded by Ringgold. The manner in which he took the batteij 
into action at the commencement of that battle, aiid'the skill and braveiy with 
which he managed it, raised him high in the estimation of the army. 

At the commencement of the action on the 8th, after having advanced to 
within six hundred yards of the enemy's lines, and opening his battery with 
dieadiiil execution, Lieutenant Ridgely was detached from Major Ringgold with 
a section consisting of two pieces, to operate with the fifth in&ntry, which had 
been sent forward to oppose a flank movement of the enemy making on the 
rig^t of the Americans. He had already lost one man and two horses, yet 
upon taking his position on the right of the fifth, who were formed in sqiian, 
he at once unlimbered and commenced firing. The e£kct of his fire was tre- 
mendous, and he very shortly saw the enemy's artillery and cavalry, whidi was 
in large ibroe, retiring, and tiie grand movement of the enemy was firustrated. 

On the 9th, the Americans opened by Ridgely's battery. He was hifjbfy 

12 
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and tbe advance under McCall were now sent forward to occupy the 
road and. chapparal on either side. The 5th infantry and one wing 
of the 4th was thrown into the forest on the left, and the 3d and other 
wing of the 4th, on the right of the road. These corps were em- 
ployed as skirmishers to cover the battery, and engage the Mexican 
infantry. 

Lieutenant Ridgely being now in front with his light artillery^ 
Captain Walker was sent to assist him in discovering the enemy. 
AAer moving very cautiously for som^ time, Ridgely discovered the 
Mexicans in the road, about four hundred yards before him. He 
moved rapidly in front to the distance of about one hundred yards, 
and returned their fire. The 5th regiment advanced with loud 
cheers to his support, and the action became spirited, the grape shot 
of the enemy passing through the American battery in every direc- 
tion. Soon as this subsided, Ridgely moved forward, frequently 
discharging canister at the distance of not more than one hundred 
and fifty yards. At the same time the infantry of Captain McCaH 
arrived, and, supported by the 4th infantry under Colonel Mcintosh, 
and the 3d, 4th, and 8th regiments under Morris, Allen, and Mont- 
gomery, together with Duncan's battery, opened upon the enemy* 
The battle now became general, and raged with such fury, that 
though the artillery on both sides was doing terrible execution, 
neither army seemed disposed to yield an inch of ground. 

Observing the strong position of the enemy's batteries, General 
Taylor ordered May to chaige them with his dragoons. This 
perilous undertaking was most fearlessly conducted. Riding in 
front of his eager horsemen, the captain ordered them to ** follow,** 
and the next moment they were rushing down upon the Mexican 
guns. The enemy reserved their fire until the horses were almost 
upon their cannon, and then poured forth a volley which killed 
eighteen horses and eight men, among whom was Lieutenant Inge. 
The remainder bore on, overleaped the batteries, and seized the 
guns ; but almost at the same moment the enemy rallied, and returned 

•ervioeable to Captain May, in drawing the fire of the Mexican artillery pr^ 
rioiu to the charge of that officer, and without which, it is very probable that 
the American cavalry would have been almost annihilated. His fiime as an 
active and suooessfiil officer is now high, and he has lately been appointed 
adjutant-general, with the rank of captain. 
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to the attack with fixed bayonets. They were again repnbedy widi 
the loss of General la Vega, who was captured by May while in 
the act of discharging a cannon. The ** Tampico veterans" now 
rushed on to the recovery of their guns, and being met by the 5th 
regiment, and a laige body of infantry, a conflict commenced hand 
to hand, in which both parties fought with the most determined 
courage, notwithstanding their heavy losses. But seventeen of these 
brave veterans escaped, the rest falling sword in hand at their 
positions. 

A part of the 5th infantry under Colonel Mcintosh now chaiged 
across the enemy's station, carrying one of his centre batteries, and 
with the 3d and 4th infantry, put to rout his left wing. In this affair 
the colonel was mortally wounded by a detachment of cavalry, whose 
whole chai^ he received personally. His conmiand devolved upon 
Major Staniford. 

Meanwhile Captain Marcy had turned the enemy's left flank» 
and captured a piece of artillery^ They were now pouring a heavy 
fire from a small breastwork containing about one hundred and fifty 
men and a cannon. Captain Buchanan was ordered to charge this 
defence, which he did with thirty men, capturing the piece, and 
bearing it to a place of safety. A second breastwork which had 
considerably annoyed his rear he also attacked with ten men, driving 
its garrison across the road. 

The 4 th regiment, after taking the battery, pushed forward until 
it emerged' from the thicket into the main camp of the enemy, con- 
taining General Arista's head-quarters, private property, and camp 
equipage, together with vast stores of baggage, provisions, ammuni- 
tion, and some four hundred mules, all of which fell into the hands 
of the Americans. The conquerors were obliged to lament the loss 
of Lieutenant Cochrane, who, while gallandy leading his men into 
the camp, fell at its very edge. 

The artillery battalion was now ordered to pursue the enemy, 
and with the 3d infantry, Captain Ker's dragoons, and Duncan's 
battery, followed them rapidly to the river, making a number of 
prisoners. The fugitives rushed headlong into the flat-boats, from 
which many of them were pushed into the water by the cavalry and 
lancers. Numbers were drowned, and the shore and boats presented 
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« scene of confusion and distress, heightened by the load trampii^ 
of flying horsemen, and the cries of the drowning. The pursuers 
encamped on the bank, and the main body of dieir army on ihe field 
of battle. 

The force of the Ameiicans in this battle, together with other in- 
teresting matter not given in our desciiplion, will be gathered from 
die detailed report of General Taylor, which we insert, omitting 
such portions aa would occasion but a needless repetition. 

Hkad.Quahtekb, AanT or Occupatioh, *> 

Ctatip near Fori Brovm, Tbxa», May nth, 1846. J 

Sir: — In submitting a more minute report of the afiair of 
' Resaca de la Palma,' I hare the honor to stale, that early on (he 
morning of the 6th instant, the enemy, who had encamped near the 
field of the day previous, was discovered moving by his lefl flank, 
perhaps to gain a new position on the road to Matamoras, and there 
■gain resist our advance. 

I ordered the supply train to be stron^y parked at its position, 
and left with it fotur pieces of artillery— the two eighteen poundere 
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which had done such good senrice on the pieoediqg day, and two 
twelve poanders which had not been in the action. The wounded 
officers and men were at the same ^ime sent back to Point Isabd.* * * * 

Captain McCall's command became at once engaged with the 
enemy, while the light artillery, though in a very eiposed positioiit 
did great execution. The enemy had at least eight pieces of artilleryv 
and maintained an incessant fire upon our advance. • • * • * The 
enemy was at last completely driven from his position on the nf^t 
of the road, and retreated precipitately, leaving baggage of every de» 
scdption. The fourth infantry took possession of a camp where 
the head-quarters of the Mexican general-in-^hief were established* 
All his official correspondence was captured at this place. 

The strength of our marching force on this day was one hundred 
and seventy-three officers, and *i093 men— aggregate 2222. The 
actual number engaged with the enemy did not exceed 1700. Our 
loss was three officers killed, thirty-six men killed, and seventy-one 
wounded. Among the officers killed I have to report the loss of 
Lieutenant Inge, second dragoons, who fell at the head of his platoon 
while gallantly charging the enemy's battery ; of Lieutenant Cochrane 
of the fourth, and liieutenant Chadboume of the eighth infantry, 
whp likewise met their death in the thickest of the fight. The 
officers wounded were Lieutenant-Colonel Payne, inspector-general ; 
Lieutenant Dobbins, third infantry, serving with the light infantry 
advance, slightly ; Lieutenant-Colonel Mcintosh, fifth infantry, 
severely, twice ; Captain Hooe, fifth infantry, severely, (right arm 
since amputated;) Lieutenant Fowler, fifth infantry, slightly; Cap- 
tain Montgomery, eighth infantry, slighdy ; lieutenants Gates and 
Jordan, eighth infantry, severely, (each twice ;) Lieutenants Selden, 
Maclay, Burbank, and Morris, eighth infantry, slighdy. 

I have no accurate data from which to estimate the enemy's 
force on this day. He is known to have been reinforced afVer the 
action of the 8th, both by cavalry and infantry, and no doubt to an 
extent equal to his loss on that day. It is probable that six thousand 
men were opposed to us, and in a position chosen by themselves, 
and strongly defended with artillery. The enemy's loss was very 
great. Nearly two hundred of his dead were buried by us on the 
days succeeding the battle. His loss in killed and wounded and 



M LIFE OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

missing in the two affaire of the 8th and 0th is, I think, modentelj 
estimated at one thousand men. 

Our victory has been decisive. A small force has overcome 
immense odds of the best, troops that Mexico can furnish — ^veteran 
Foments, perfectly equipped and appointed. Eight pieces of artillery, 
several colors and standards, a great number of prisoners, including 
fourteen officers, and a large amount of. baggage and public property 
have fallen into our hands. •»*••«• I take this occasion to 
mention generally the devotion to duty of the medical staff of the 
army, who have been untiring in their exertions both in the field 
and in the hospitals, to alleviate the sufferings of the wounded of 
both armies. *»••*» 

One regimental color (battalion of Tampico) and many standards 
and guidons of cavalry were taken at the affair of the 9th : I would 
be pleased to receive your instructions as to the disposition to be 
made of these trophies ; whether they shall be sent to Washington, 
dus.* I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. Taylor, 

Brevet Brigadier General, U. 8. A. Commaiidiiig; 
The AsJUTiiTT OiiriaAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 

Captain May's chaise, one of the most brilliant movements of 
that eventful day, is thus described by Sergeant Milton, who shared 
its dangers : 

** Our troops stood anxiously waiting for the signal to be given, 
and never had 1 looked upon men, upon whose countenances was 
more clearly expressed a fixed determination to win. The lips of some 
were pale with excitement, and their eyes wore that fixed expres- 
sion which betokens mischief; others with shut teeth would quietly 
laugh and catch a tighter grip of the rein, or seat themselves with 
care and firmness in the saddle, while quiet words of confidence 
and encouragement were passed from each to his neighbor. All at 
once Captain May rode to the front of his troop—every rein and 
sabre was tightly grasped. Raising himself and pointing at the 
battefy, he shouted, * Men, follow P There was now a clattering 
of hoofs and a ratding of sabre sheaths — the fire of the enemy's 

* These trophies are now in the office of the War Department at Waab- 
ington. The regimental color is of embroidered sDk. 
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gms was partly drawn by Lteutooant Ridgelyv and 1i^ nerl mi> 
ment we were sweeping like the wind up tlie ravine* I was in a 
squad of about nine men, who were separated by a shower of 
grape from the battery, and we were in adTanoe, May Isadiii^. He 
turned his horse opposite to the breast woik in fnmt of the guns* 
and with another shout ' to follow,' leaped over them." 

Nothing could exceed the exultation of the defenders of Fbft 
Brown, on learning the triumph of Greneral Taylor. As the ad- 
vance columns of the American army emerged from the surrocmdiqg 
thickets in pursuit of the fugitives, the air rang with welcoming 
shouts that actually drowned the noise of artillery ; and for the 
first night since the 1st of May, they fdt that they were perfectly 
secure. 

On the following day an exchange of prisoners took {dace, whan 
the army recovered, among others, Gaptsdn Thornton, and dismissed 
the enemy on parole.- General la Vega voluntarily remained, de- 
daring that his army would not permit him to remain ne«tral in 
Mexico. 

On the morning of the 11th, General Taylot left Fort Brown 
for Point Isabel; and after an interview with Commodore Con- 
ner,* commander of the American Gulf squadron, in which they 

* This intenriew is thuB humoroiuly deflcribed by the New OdeaiM Tiopk^ 
of July 25th, 1846^ — ** The singular simplicity that marks Qen. Taylor's per^ 
sonal appearance and habits, have become a subject of universal fimae. It is 
curious that a soldier, so eminent in all the qualities of discipline, should be so 
citizen-looking in his own appearance. A curious scene occurred at Pdnt 
Isabel, at the time Com. Conner appeared off that place with his fleet, to give 
succor to the ** Army of Oostq>ation." Com. Conner is a naval officer that is 
not only strict in his dress, but has a Philadelphia nicety about it He appears 
in full and splendid uniform on all public occasbns, being the exact counter- 
part in this particular of Gen. Taylor. 

At the proper time, Com. Conner sent word to Gen. Taylor, that he would 
come ashore to pay him a viat of ceremony, l^his put old *' Rough and 
Seady" into a tremendous excitement If Com. Conner had quietly come up 
to his tent, and given him a sailor's grip, and sat down on a camp chest, and 
talked over matters in an old-fashioned way, Gen. Taylor would have been 
prepared ; but to have the most carefully dressed officer in our Navy, com- 
manding the finest fleet, to come in full uniform, surrounded by all the glitter- 
ing pomp of splendid equipments — ^to pay a visit of ceremony, was more than 
Gen. Taylor had, without some effort, nerve to go through with ; but, ever 
equal to emergencies, he determined to compliment Com. Conner, and through 
hun the Navy, by appearing in full unifiyrmy a thing his oflicers associated 
widi him for years, had never witnessed. 
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eoDoevledpIaniofco-opentioiiyhe set out on the 13tli,<mlu8ietiini. 
On his way he loceiTed inteUigence that a large body of the enemj 
had reached Matamoras, with the intention of collecting in force at 
Barita, a ndghb^ing village. Li consequence of this news he 
changed his plan and returned to Point Isabel; at this place he was 
greeted with the sight of a considerable reinforcement of Louisiana 
and Alabama troops, both regular and volunteer, who had just 
arrived directly from New Orleans. This accession of strengdi 
enabled him to draw from that station a much larger force than he 
had at first intended ; so that on the 14th, when he again set out for 
Fort Brown, he was accompanied by six hundred men, a train oC 
artillery, nearly three hundred wagons, and a lai]ge amount <^ 
equipage and military stores. He reached his camp without any 
molestatiim ^m the enemy. 

On the aUernoon of the next day Colonel Wilson, with four 
companies o[ regulars and three of volunteers, crossed the river and 
took i^disputed possession of the reported depot at Barita. The 
property and r^hts of the citizens were respected, and the station 
soon became one of importance to the army. 

The battle of Resaca de la Palma closed the purely defensive 
operations of General Taylor ; and in his subsequent proceedings, 
he was operating entirely in the enemy's country, and on the ofienr 
sive. AAer the vibtory the relative disposition of both armies was 

In the meanwhile Com. Conner was cogitating over the most proper way ta 
compliment Gen. Tayldr. Having heard of his peculiar disregard of militaiy 
dress, he conduded he would make the visit in a manner comporting to Geo. 
Taylor's hahits, and consequently equipped himself in plain white drilling, and 
unattended, came ashore. 

The moment old " Rough and Ready" heard that Com. Conner had landed, 
he abandoned some heavy work he was personally attending to about the 
camp, and precipitately ru^ed into his tent, delved at the bottom of an old 
chest, and pulled out a uniform coat, that had peacefully Numbered for yeazs 
in undisturbed quietude, slipped himself into it, in his haste fastening it so that 
one Ade of the standing collar was three button-holes above the other, and sat 
bimstf down as uncomfortable as can well be imagined<^ With quiet step and 
unattended, Com. C(mner presented himself at Gren. Taylor's tent ; the two 
soldiers shook hands, both in exceeding astonishment at each other's peiKxial 
appearance. 

The wags in the army say, that the above contains the only authentic 
account where Gen. Taylor was ever headed, and since that time, he has 
taken to linen roundabouts c^ the largest dimensions, with more pertinacitj 
than ever." 
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dnnfed, and the Mezieana no kxtger thoogfat of rMuting the 
ndoriooB General in ta open field. la the aubaeqaent chapten, 
thereToTe, we must no longer look for the Americaiu, beaieged in a 
breastwork, and restricted fimn every thing, except an active definee ; 
bcri we shall Mow ibem in rapid marchea across the tenitMy, over- 
throwing all oppoailioB, and capturing the lowiu and fartificationa 
which obstrucled their progress. 

The battles of the 6lh and Bth of May were cS immenee im- 
portance, not only on account of their accomplishing the relief of 
Fort Brown, and the espulsion of the enemy from the territory 
rf the United Stales ; but from their moral effect on boUi na&ms. 
To Ae enemy these battles were a sad warning of the fiiture, a 
finetaste of defeat To our own countrymen they gave the presage 
of success, the nndoubting confidence which was ^'^tined to be 
justified by their subsequent career of viclny and conqoest. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

&aptutt of i^alamataji. 

HE want of the necessary meaiu of 
iransporlalion prevented General Tay- 
lor from pursuing his victory of the 
9th, by an attack upon Malanioras. 
Upon arriving however from Point 
Isabel, he made every exertion in order 
F to enable his army to croHS the river t 
|. and he was eo far successful as in a 
^ few days to be prepared for the pro- 
posed crossing. 

Malamoras iB built in the old Span- 
ish style of architecture, and though 
in andent grandeur has'mnch decayed, it ia atill one of Ae largest 
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dties of northern Mexico. . Besides cathedrals and other public 
buildings, it is ornamented with an extensive ** Plaza*' or poUic 
square, regularly laid out and situated in the centre of the city* A 
correspondent of the New* Orleans Bee, and member of the army, 
thus describes the general appearance of its buildings. 

** Matamoras is a much handsomer place than I expected to find 
it. It covers two miles square, though by no means as compact as 
an American city— every house except those around the public 
square, having a large garden attached. The houses in the business 
part of the town are built afler-the American fashion, though seldom 
exceeding two stories in height All the windows to these buildings 
are grated from top to bottom with iron bars, and half of the door 
opens only for admittance, which gives them the appearance of prisons 
more than business houses. The public square is in the centre of 
the town, and must have been laid off by an Americ^^n or European, 
for the Mexicans never could have laid it out with such beauty and 
precision. On the four sides of the square, the houses are built dose , 
together, as in block, and are all of the same size and height, with 
the exception of the cathedral, which, though unfinished, still 
towers above the others. In these houses are sold dry goods, gro- 
ceries and every kind of wares, with now and then an exchange or 
coffee house. They are principally occupied by Europeans, and 
you can hear French, English, Spanish and German spoken at the 
same time. After leaving the public square, on either side, the 
houses decrease in size and beauty for two or three squares, when 
the small reed and thatched huts commence, and continue to the 
extreme limits of the place." 

AAer the battle of the 0th, the city swarmed with robbers and 
desperadoes of every kind. All military and civil law being at an 
end, in consequence of the defeat of Arista, they united in bands, 
broke open houses, robbed and murdered the inhabitants, and filled 
every square with distress and terror. Besides this, hundreds of the 
wounded and dying were stowed into the houses, and many left there 
to perish. The situation of these poor creatures is thus vividly 
described by the above writer. 

** In walking tlirough the streets, my attention was attracted to a 
house, in the door of which stood or leaned fWo half naked Mexicani^ 
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•o wd-begone as to cause roe to halt. On my nearii^ die door m 
most disi^ireeable stench almost induced me to torn, but I musterad 
eaarag^ to enter the door. On the floor, lyii^ upon mats wkhoat 
corenngy were near fifty Mexicans, wounded in the late eogagemenlit 
attended by some ten or twelve women. The smell of the plaoe 
was insufferable, and I had to leave it. The next door was the samet 
and so on for about twenty houses. A friend of mine called my at- 
tention to a room in which there were at least forty of these misen- 
. ble objects ; and this room was scarcely twelve feet square. Then 
was not positively room for the nurses to attend them. Some had 
lost a leg, others an arm, and some both legs and arms. I nodoed 
<Nie who will certainly get well, whose legs were shot off within two 
or three inches above the knee, and he seemed to me to have a 
greater flow of spirits than some who had only flesh wounds. I 
said to him, that had his wounds been made by a Mexican shot, he 
.would have been dead ; to which he replied, the American shot was 
very good — ^no poisonous copper in them. One had died just before 
I Altered the room, and they were making preparations to carry him 
out. He had been shot in the mouth by a rifle ball, which passed 
under the left ear, and had lived from the 9th, up to this time. Thane 
are between three hundred and fifty and four hundred of these honrid 
objects in this place, and a sight of them would induce many a stout 
heart to lament the horrors of war. These men give the number of 
killed and wounded on the 9th much greater than the Americans ever 
claimed — ^some say twelve hundred, and some fifteen hundred.'* 

Having completed his preparations for an attack. General Taylor, 
on the 16th, ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson to make a digres- 
sion on the side of Barita, while the main body crossed above the 
town. Early on the 17th, orders to march had been issued, and 
Ccdonel Twiggs was about to cross, when the American commander 
was waited upon by General Requena, who had been empowered 
by Arista to treat for an armistice, which should last until both 
governments should settle the subject of dispute. The General re- 
plied that an armistice was out of the question ; that a month since 
he had proposed one to Ampudia, which was declined ; that large 
reinforcements were now reaching him, and although he had neither 
invited nor provoked hostilities, yet having proceeded thus far, he 
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wooKI not now mipeDd them. He added that the eqitiue of Um 
atf w« eertain, but thai Ariata mi^t wi&diaw hia faces, on cob- 
dition of leaving the property of the city DDiDJured. 



OpenlioDB were now suspended until three o'clock, the lime 
■t^MuiKd for Arista's ansner; but that answer not arriving, General 
Tbylor imnwdiaiely commenced the crossing, iolending to attack the 
Mvtt on the following morning. The Americans expected to have 
itor hnrling dispuled ; but in this they were disappointed, and it 
WM aocn aicertained thai Arista had abandoned the city with all \m 
ttMpa^— the amUtice petition being but a device to gain time. 
WiMa )^ cTOMing htt<! ^ ^^ t"wps concentrated on 

*■ HukaD ihore, a ed. and a staff officer de»- 

d u tha Prefe( emanding a surrender. 



leacuva 



1 assault.' 



TImh ■»!■ MiMiad ^^ authorities that the city 



CAPTURE OF MATAMORAS. IM 



was at Creneral Taylor's disposal. He aeoordiogly enlerad, and 
after erecting the flag of his country apon the highest station, took 
possession of the city. 

The command of Matamoras was entnisled to C<^onel Twiggs,* 
who was dignified with the title of governor. His Mexican pred^ 
oessoT, having by his cruelty and duplicity, disgusted both Americans 
and citizens, was dismissed from office, and soon after left the city. 
The army found immense quantities of military and other stores, 
which had been secreted by Arista previous to his hasty flight, or 
thrown into wells and bushes in the hurry of retreat. Strict orders 
were issued by the new governor concerning the rights and property 
of the citizens, and all business was allowed to go on as usual, ex- 
cept the sale of spirituous liquors. At first the inhabitants evideatly 
regarded the AtnericiBS as a band of robbers ; but after die above 
VQgulations, and the restoration of order, this feeling subsided, and 
they soon became familiar, and even intimate with the conqoerors. 

The principal depot of the enemy had thus become the peaoefiil 
possession of the valorous few who had conquered at Palo Alto and 

* David E. Twigos is a native of Georgia, and entered the anny as captain 
of iSbe eighth regiment of infiintry on the 12tfa of March, 1812. He lerved with 
distinctioa in the war with Great Britain, and ocmtinned in flie army after iti 
doee. On the 14th of May, 1825, he wu appointed major, and on flie 8th of 
Jane, 1836, was promoted to colonel of the second regiment of dragoons. At 
the commencement of the Mexican war his regiment formed a part of the armj 
of occupation ; and in every afbir in whidi he has taken part, he has figured as 
s most talented and intrepdd officer. 

On the 25th of March, 1846, be was detached by General Taylor, to save 
Point Isabel, which had been fired by the Mexicans. This movement he ef- 
fected with promptness and energy, and sacoeeded in rescuing several of the 
burning buildings. On the 8th of May he led the right wing of the army, and 
on the 9th, after distinguishing himselif in the battle, was entrusted with the 
arrangements for the exchange of prisoners. For his conduct in these twcT 
battles, government promoted him to the rank of biigadier-generaL He led the 
van at Matamoras, and as we have seen, was appointed its governor. At the 
storming of Monterey,, he was ordered to ipake a diversion in iavor of General 
Worth, and being attadced by the enemy, he had an opportnni^ to display his 
generalship in a very conspicuous manner. After the capitulation, he remained 
with (General Taylor until he was detached by order of Major-General Soott^ 
and proceeded to join that officer. 

The change of position afibrded General Twiggs another opportunity to dis- 
play his talents as an officer. He enacted a conspicuous part at Vera Cruz, and 
after its evacuation was appointed govem<M', in the exercise of whose duties 
he soon restored the city to tranquillity. He fought at Sierra Gordo, and sob- 
Kquently captured the dty of Jalapa, where he still remains. 
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Besaca de la Palms. It was the sequel and reward of the vi< 
which had been acquired with so much fatigue and suflTering ; 
the Americans we|e henceforth to be roofed by habitable houses, 
to enjoy conveniences and privileges which long deprivation 
rendered luxuries. 

Immediately after the capture of Matamoras and the restoi 
of public quiet, General Taylor issued the following prodamation 
the inhabitants of Mexico. 

A PROCLAMATION 

By Hke General commanding the Army of the United States of America, to 

the Peopk of Mexico. 

After many years of patient endurance, the United States are at 
length constrained to acknowledge that a war now exists between 
our government and the government of Mexico. For many years 
our citizens have been subjected to repeated insults and injuries, our 
vessels and caigoes have been seized and confiscated, our merchants 
have been plundered, maimed, imprisoned without cause and without 
reparation. At length your government acknowledged the justice 
of our claims, and agreed by treaty, to make satisfaction by payment 
of several millions of dollars ; but this treaty has been violated by 
your rulers, and the stipulated payment has been withheld. Our late 
effort to terminate all the difficulties by peaceful n^otiation has been 
rejected by the dictator Paredes, and our minister of peace, whom 
your rulers had agreed to receive, has been refused a hearing. He 
has been treated with indignity and insult, and Paredes has announced 
that war exists between us. This war, thus first proclaimed by him, 
has been acknowledged as an existing fact by our President and 
Congress with perfect unanimity, and wiU be prosecuted with vigor 
and eneigy against your army and rulers ; but those of the Mexican 
people who remain neutral will not be molested* 

Your government is in the hands of tyrants and usurpers. They 
have abolished your state governments, they have overthrown your 
federal constitution, they have deprived you of the right of suffrage, 
destroyed the liberty of the press, despoiled you of your arms, and 
reduced you to a state of absolute dependence upon the power of a 
military dictator. Your armies and rulers extort from the people by 
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grieyous taxation, by forced loans and military ^eizmnes, the very 
money which sustains the usurpers in their power. Being dis* 
armed, you were left defenceless, and as an easy prey to the savi^ 
Camanches, who not only destroy your lives and property, but drive 
into captivity more horrible than death itself your wives and chil* 
dren. It is your military rulers who have reduced you to this de- 
plorable condition. It is these tyrants and their corrupt and crud 
satellites, goiged with the people's treasure, by whom you are thus 
oppressed and impoverished, some of whom have boldly advocated 
a monarchical government, and would place a European prince upoa 
the throne of Mexico. We come to obtain reparation for repeated 
wrongs and injuries ; we come to obtain indemnity for the past, and 
security for the fixture ; we come to overthrow the tyrants who have 
destroyed your liberties ; but we come to make no war upon the 
people of Mexico, nor upon any form of free government they may 
choose to select for themselves. 

It is our wish to see you liberated from despots, to drive back 
the savage Camanches, to prevent the renewal of their assaults, and 
to compel them to restore to you from captivity your long lost wives 
and children. Your religion, your altars, your churches, the pro- 
perty of your churches and citizens, the emblems of your faith and 
its ministers, shall be protected, and remain inviolable — ^hundreds of 
our army, and hundreds of thousands of our citizens are members 
of the Catholic church. In every state, and in nearly every city 
and village of our Union, Catholic churches exist, and the priests 
perform their holy functions in peace and security under the sacred 
guarantee of our constitution. We come among the people of Mexico 
as friends and republican brethren, and all who receive us as such, 
shall be protected, whilst all who are seduced into the army of your 
dictator shall be treated as enemies. We shall want from you 
nothing but food for our army, and for this you shall always be paid 
in cash the full value. It is the settled policy of your tyrants to 
deceive you in regard to the character and policy of our government 
and people. These tyrants fear the example of our free institutions, 
and constantly endeavor to misrepresent our purposes, and inspire 
you with hatred for your republiean brethren of the American Union. 
Give us but the opportunity to undeceive you, and you will soon 

14 
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learn ihat all the TepreaenUlions of Faredes were false, and were otAy 
made to induce you to consent to the establishment of a despotic 
government In your struggle for liberty with the Spanish monarchy, 
thousands of our couatiymen risked their lives and shed their blood 
in your defence. Oar own commodore, the gallant Pnner, main- 
tained in triumph your Aag upon the ocean, and our govemmenl 
was the first to acknowledge your independence. With pride and 
pleasure we enrolled your name on the list of independent repuUicBi 
and sincerely desired that yon might in peace and prosperity enjoy 
all the blessings of free government. Success on the part of yonr 
tyrants against the army of the Union is impossible ; but if ihey 
could succeed, it would only be to enable them to fill your towitf 
with their soldiers, eating out your subsistence, and harassing yon 
with still more grievous taxation. Already they have abolished the 
liberty of the press as the first step towards the introduction of that 
monarchy which it is their real purpose to proclaim and ealsblisti. 

Meiicans, we must treat as enemies, and overthrow the tyrants, 
who, whilst they have wronged and insulted us, have deprived you 
of your liberty ; but the Mexican people who remain neutral during 
the contest, shall be protected gainst their military despots by the 
republican army of the Union. 

Z. TAYLOil, 
Braret MajoT^Seoeial U. 8. A. Con 
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woul£l not now snspend them. He added that the c^ture of tl 
city was certain, but that Arista might withdraw hia forces, on eo 
dilion of leaving the property of the city uninjured, 



Operations were now suspended until three o'clock, the tirae 
appointed for Arista's answer ; but that answer not arriving, General 
Taylor immediately commenced the ctossiug, intending to attack the 
town on the following morning. The Americans expected to have 
their landing disputed; but in this they were disappointed, and it 
was soon ascertained that Arista had abandoned the city with all his 
troops J— the armittice petition being but a device to gain time. 
When the crossing had been effected, and the troops concenlraied on 
the Mexican shore, a parley was sounded, and a staff officer des- 
patched to the Prefect of Matamoras, demanding a surrender. At 
the same time active preparations were in progress for an assault.' 
TheM were arrested by a message from the authorities that the city 
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was at General Taylor's disposal. He accordingly entered* and 
after erecting the flag of his country upon the highest station, took 
possession of the city. , 

The command of Matamoras was entrusted to Colonel Twiggs,* 
who was dignified with the title of governor. His Mexican prede* 
cesser, having by his cruelty and duplicity, disgusted both Americans 
and citizens, was dismissed from office, and soon afler left the city. 
The army found immense quantities of military and other stores, 
which had been secreted by Arista previous to his hasty flight, or 
thrown into wells and bushes in the hurry of retreat. Strict orders 
were issued by the new governor concerning the rights and property 
of the citizens, and all business was allowed to go on as usual, ex- 
cept the sale of spirituous liquors. At first the inhabitants evidently 
regarded the Americans as a band of robbers ; but after the above 
regulations, and the restoration of order, this feeling subsided, and 
they soon became familiar, and even intimate with the conquerors. 

The principal depot of the enemy had thus become the peaceful 
possession of the valorous few who had conquered at Palo Alto and 

* Datib E. Twigos is a native of Greoigia, and entered the army as captain 
of the eighth regiment of infantry on the 12th of March, 1812. He served with 
diitiiiction in the war with Great Britain, and continued in the army after its 
dose. On the 14th of May, 1825, he was appointed major, and on the 8th of 
June, 1836, was promoted to colonel of the second regiment of dragoons. At 
the commencement of the Mexican war his regiment formed a part of the army 
of occupation; and in every affiur in which he has taken part, he has figured as 
t most talented and intrepid officer. 

On the 25th of March, 1846, be was detached by General Taylor, to save 
Pobt Isabel, which had been fired by the Mexicans. This movement he ef- 
fected with promptness and energy, and succeeded in rescuing several of the 
boning buildings. On the 8th of May he led the right wing of the army, and 
on the 9th, after distinguishing himself in the battle, was entrusted with the 
vnngements for the exchange of prisoners. For his c(mduct in these twcT 
battles, government promoted him to the rank of brigadier-general. He led the 
^n at Matamoras, uid as we have seen, was appointed its governor. At the 
■tonning of Monterey^ he was ordered to make a diversion in favor of General 
Worth, and being attacked by the enemy, he had an opportunity to display his 
generalship in a very conspicuous manner. After the capitulation, he remained 
with General Taylor until he was detached by order of Major-General Soott, 
&nd proceeded to join that officer. 

The change of position afforded Greneral Twiggs another opportunity to dis- 
play hui talents as an officer. He enacted a conspicuous part at Vera GruB, and 
after iti evacuation was appointed governor, in the exercise of whose duties 
be soon restored the city to tranquillity. He fought at Sierra Gordo, and sub- 
Kqoently captured the city of Jalapa, where he still remains. 
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enemy opportanity to recover from the panic of defeat, and concen- 
trate a large force in the interior, and he had neither provisions nor 
means of transportation sufficient to enable him to midertake a march 
through a hostile country. In addition to this, the express com- 
mands of government were that he should act only on the defensive 
until the amount of his men and provisions would justify him in 
proceeding otherwise. Numbers of volunteers were continually 
arriving at Point Isabel, but the scarcity of supplies was so great, 
that they served rather to burden the General and disconcert his 
plans than to afford him any assistance. These difficulties might 
have appalled a less enterprising man than Taylor; but, so far 
from wishing to remain inactive when victory and other circum- 
stances would have justified it, he dared to plan an attack upon 
Monterey. 

Meanwhile, important movements were going on at the city of 
Mexico. The defeat of Arista had rendered him unpopular, and a 
spirit of anarchy pervaded all classes. Arista, however, organized 
a body of the revolutionists, and defied the power of his antago- 
nists ; but an election of June 1 6th ended his authority by appointing 
General Paredes as President and commander-in-chief, and Greneral 
Bravo, governor of Vera Cruz, as Vice-President. 

In June, the American army received laige accessions of volunteers 
from different states, but so great were the difficulties which we 
have mentioned, that it was not able to leave Matamoras before the 
6th of August. In the mean time the Texan Rangers, under Captain 
McCulloch, had captured the ports of Mier, Reynosa, and Camargo, 
to the latter of which General Taylor directed his march. At the 
same time General Worth was sent to San Juan, and Captain Wall 
to Reynosa. 

On the 5th of September, General Taylor received intelligence 
that the Mexican government had entrusted the defence of Monterey 
to General Arevalo, assisted by Ampudia, who had recently entered 
it with a reinforcement of three thousand men. He immediately 
marched toward the city, leaving the superintendence of minor affairs 
in the care of MajorrGeneral Patterson. In his march he passed 
through Seralvo, the head-quarters of General Worth, and on the 
morning of the 10th reached the Walnut Springs, three mUes from 
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MimtBtejf and commanding a &ae view of its buOdaqpi and fortifi- 
cations. 

Monteiey is astrong city, bnilt like Matamoraa in die old SpaniA 
style, and sonoonded by masaiye stone walla, which are ^ fpddl 
by ditches, bastions, and towers. The housea are of stone, and 
mostly of one story in height ; but the cathedrals and poblie boiU^ 
iiigs, like most of those in Mexico, are laige and imposing. The 
Mexicans had taken every precaution for its successful defence, and 
not only were the walls and parapets lined with cannon, bnl eran 
the private houses were finrtified, and the streets barricaded and 
planted with artillery in such a manner as to sweep their whole 
extents. On the hill Independmctf at scMne distance from die city* 
and near the Saltillo road, were a few fortifications, the principal of 
which was the Bishop's Palace, an immense edifice, indudii^ several 
strong buildings of a pyramidal form, all rigidly fortified, and lined 
with troops and artillery.* 

The first ofier of resistance displayed by the enemy was on the 

* Prior to Hie andval of General Taylor befiire the city, tiia fcOowing pro- 
damatiaa had been circulated in the Mexican camp. It is lueftil as showing 
tile mounted force then hovering round the American army, and tfie f^mfitJCTi 
in whidi General Ampudia legaided his opponent's Ibroe. 

Tlie General4n<kief of the Army of the Norths to hit eompamon» in smw. 

BoLDisKS — The enemy, numbering only 2600 regular troops, flw nmtindsr 
being only a band d adventurerB without valor or discipline, are, according to 
reliable information, about advancing upon Seralvo to commit the barbarity of 
ttta<^ing this most important place,— «we count neaiiy three thousand legulais 
and auxiliary cavalry, and these will defeat them again and again belbw they 
can reach tins dty. Soldiers, we are constructing fortifications to make the 
base of our operations secure, and hence we will sally forth at a convenient 
lime, and drive back this enemy at the point of the bayonet* 

Soldiers — ^Three great virtues make the soldier worthy of his profesdion; — 
discipline, constancy under fiitigne, and valor. He who at this moment would 
desert his colors, is a coward and a traitor to his country* Our own natioii, 
and even foreign countries, are the witnesses of your conduct The question 
now is, whether our independence shall be preserved, or for ever lost, and its 
solution is in your hands. 

I have assured the supreme government of the triumph <^ our arms, confid- 
ing in your loyalty and enthusiasm, and we will prove to the whole world that 
we are worthy sons of the immortal Hidalgo, Moi^lo, Allende, Iturbide, and so 
nmay other heroes w]\o knew how to die combating for the independence of - 
oar cherished countiy. 

Soldiers — ^Yictory or death must be our only device. 

PEDRO DS AMPUDIA. 

Head-Quaiters, Monterey, Sept Uth, 1846. 
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18di, when General Taylor with a detachment of dragoons and 
Texan Rangers was fired upon when within two hundred yards of 
the city, the first ball striking Ihe* ground within about ten yards of 
the spot where he stood. About the same time two huAdred and 
sixty Mexican cavalry appeared on the plain, and, after firing a few 
Tolleys, retired into the city. 

The appearance of the heights and gorges in the direction of die 
SaltiUo road, induced General Taylor to believe it practicable to turn 
all the works in that direction, and thus cut off the enemy's line of 
communication. Accordingly, afler establishing his camp at the 
Walnut Springs, he ordered a closer reconnoisance of that ground, 
which was executed on the evening of the 19th by the engineer 
officers under the direction of Major Mansfield. A reconnoisance 
of the eastern approaches was at the same time made by Captain 
WiUiams, of the topographical engineers. The examination made 
by Major Mansfield proved the entire practicability of throwing for- 
ward a column to the Saltillo road, and thus turning the position of 
the enemy. As this was an operation of essential importance, orders 
were given to Brevet Brigadier-General Worth, commanding the 
second division, to march with his command on the 20th, in order 
to turn the hill of the Bishop's Palace, to occupy a position on the 
Saltillo road, and to carry as many of the enemy's detached works 
in that quarter as possible. The first regiment of Texas mounted 
volunteers, under command of Colonel Hays, was associated with 
iSae second division in this service. Captain Sanders (engineers), 
and Lieutenant Meade (topographical engineers), were also ordered 
to report to General Worth for duty with his column. 

A two o'clock, p. M., on the 20th, the speond division took up 
its march. Some officers who were reconnoitering the town, soon 
discovered and communicated to General Worth, that his move- 
ment had been perceived, and that the Mexicans were throwing 
reinforcements towards the Bishop's Palace and the heiglit which 
commands it. In order \fi divert their attention as far as practicable, 
the first division, under Brigadier-General Twiggs, and field division 
of volunteers, under Major-General Butler, were displayed in iront 
of the town until dark. Arrangements were made at the same time 
to place in battery, during the night, at a suitable distance firom the 
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BDemy'a main work, (ibe ciladd] two Iwenty-fonr pounder howit 
sen, and a ten-inch mortsr, wilh aTiew to open Bfire<Hi the fbttoT- 
^ day, ibe time proposed for making a diversion in foTOr of 
General Worth's movement The Tourth infantry covered ifaii 
battery dnnng the night ; and General Worth having made a recon- 
Doisance ae far as the Saltiiio road, bivouacked at adefensive poeition 
within range of a battery above the Bishop'a Palace. 



Esr'y on the morning nf the Z let. General Taylor received a note 
Iroin Ueneral Worth, wriuen at nine o'clock the previous evening, and 
suggesting a strong diversion against the centre and leA of the town, 
to favor the enterprise against the heights in the rear. This the 
commander had already intended, and aceonlingty, the infantry and 
artillery of the first division, and the field division of volunteers, 
were ordered under arms, and took the direction of the city, leaving 
one company of each regiment as a camp guard. The second 
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dragoons under LieutenaatrColonel May, and Colonel Wood's regi- 
ment of Texas mounted volunteers, under the immediate directiini 
of General Henderson, were directed to the right to support General 
Worth, if necessary, and to make an impression if practicable, upon 
the upper quarter of the city. Upon approaching the mortar bat- 
tery, the first and third regiments of infantry and battalion of Balti- 
more and Washington volunteers, with Captain Bragg's field 
battery— the whole under the command of liieutenantrColonel 
Garland — were directed toward the lower part of the town with 
orders to make a strong demonstration, and carry one of the enemy's 
advanced works, if it could be done without too heavy a loss. 
Major Mansfield (engineers), Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Pope, 
(topographical engineers) accompanied this column, the major being 
charged with its direction and the designation of the points of attack. 
At daylight of the 2 let, the column of General Worth was again 
put in motion, and was so arranged as to present ready order of battle 
at any point on which they might be assailed. While turning the 
point of a ridge which protruded toward the enemy's guns, they 
were fired upon by a howitzer and twelve pounder, and soon after 
while passing round an angle of the mountain at a hacienda called 
San Jeronima, they encountered a strong force of cavalry and in- 
fantry. Captain Gillespie ordered his men to halt and place them- 
selves in ambush. This movement was not perceived by the enemy 
who bore on full speed, unlil received by McCuUoch's company, 
together with the artillery of Captains Smith and Scott, aided by 
Lieutenant Longstreet's company of the eighth infantry, and another 
of the same regiment. Captain Duncan*s battery of light artillery 
was in action in one minute, discharging thick showers of grape> 
which did great execution. At the end of fifteen minutes the 
enemy scattered and fied, leaving about one hundred on the field, 
of whom thirty were killed. The Americans rapidly pursued, and 
obtained possession of the gorge, where all the dehotickeB from 
Monterey unite, so that the force just defeated, as also reinforce- 
ments and supplies, were excluded from entering the city. 

The light batteries were now driven upon the slope of the ridge, 
and the howitzers opened upon the heights of Palace Hill. Soon 
after the enemy replied from a nine pounder, situated on the eieva- 
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tion immediately over the riglit of the column and directed at That- 
can's ballerieB. This had no other effect than to cause the remoral 
of the colooel's ^ns to a less exposed position about half a mile 
fiirther on the Saldllo road. Here he waa joined by General Worth, 
who had ordered the foot regiments to form along the fence, near 
the point of the ridge. At half past (en, ihe column moved towards 
(he General's position, amid a continual fire from the enemy, by 
which Captain McKavett, of the eighth infantry, was shot through 
the heart, with a nine pound ball, and a private of ihe fifUi infantry 
morlaUy wounded in the thigh. 

In consequence of this severe annoyance. Worth determined to 
make himself master of the heights. Besides the impracticability 
of effective operations sgdinst the city until this was accompliahed, 
Iheir occupation waa indispensable to the restoration of the line of 
eommanication with head quarters, which had been necemarily 



114 LIFE OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

abandoned, in order to secure the goigea of the SaltiUo road. At 
DOon« therefore, a force was despatched under Captain C. F. Smith, 
with orders to storm the batteries on the crest of the nearest hill, 
called by the Mexicans, Federacion, and after taking that to carry 
the fort, called Soldada, on the ridge of the same height, retired 
about SIX hundred yards. This command consisted of four compar 
nies of the artillery battalion, and Green's, McGowan's, R. A. Gilles- 
pie's, Chandler's, Ballone's, and McCulloch's companies of Texan 
rifleman, acting in concert under Major Chevalier — in all about 
tliree hundred men. 

The assailants advanced with ardor, but as the distance to be 
climbed after reaching the foot of the hill was full quarter of a mile, 
over jagged and almost perpendicular rocks, and sandy ledges, it 
was impossible to approach so rapidly as to surprise the enemy. 
While tliey were approaching the base of the mountain, the guns 
of both batteries opened a plunging fire, and numerous light troops 
were observed descending and arranging themselves at favoraUe 
positions on the slopes. Perceiving this. General Worth ordered 
Captain Miles with the seventh infantry to support the first party. 
By marching directly to the foot of the ridge, they arrived first, and 
the captain despatched Lieutenant Gantt, with a detachment of men 
upon the hill side, to divert the attention of the enemy from Captain 
Smith's party, which could not yet be seen. The seventh infantry 
had already sustained a heavy fire of grape and round shot, while 
fording the San Juan; and now Lieutenant Gantt's party were 
greeted witn another shower, which tore up the shrubs and loose 
stones in every direction. None were injured, but their young officer 
narrowly escaped a shot, which struck the ground so near him as to 
throw fragments of rock and gravel in his face. Nothwithstanding 
this fire, and a continual discharge of musketry, the detachment con- 
tinued to advance, driving the Mexicans back until they were 
recalled. 

Captain Smith now arrived and both parties moved up the hill, 
the rangers in advance, and the attack commenced. The firing soon 
became general, and after a little while the Mexicans yielded, retiring 
slowly up the hill, steadily followed by the Americans. Heavy re- 
inforcements now appeared on the summit, and the cardinal import- 
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ance of the oparadoo induced General Worth to detach to ifaeir 
«^;pp<xt the fifth infantry- under Major Scott, and Blanchaid*8 com* 
panics of volunteers, accompanied by Brigadier-General Smith, who 
was intrusted with the superintendence of the whole assault. On 
leaching the advance parties. General Smitli discovered that by 
directing a portion of the force to the right, and moving it obliquely 
up the hill, he could obtain such advantage from the ground as lo 
carry the Soldada simultaneously with the Federacion. He aoeord- 
ingiy pointed it out to the fifUi and seventh regiments, with Blanch- 
ard's company, and accompanied them in that direction. Both 
attacks were eminently successful. Amidst a heavy fire of mus- 
ketry, the troops advanced with loud cheers, the different companies 
rushing simultaneously into the first fort, while the Mexicans number^ 
ing nearly one thousand, escaped on the opposite side. The Soldada 
was carried so soon afterward, that many of those who participated 
in the firet affair, took part also in the second. The American colore 
were immediately hoisted, and the guns of both places turned upon 
the Bii^op's Palace. 

This brilliant assault reflects the highest credit upon General 
Smith who directed it. Captains Miles, McGall and G. F. Smithy 
Major Scott and Colonel P. F. Smith, by whom it was conducted, 
and, indeed, upon every individual concerned. Their loss was bnt 
nine wounded ; and a laige quantity of military and other stores fell 
into their hands. 

While these operations were conducted on the west of the city, 
General Taylor with the main army, was busily engaged on the 
east Soon afler detaching May and Henderson, the mortar >aei:ved 
by Captain Ramsay of the ordnance, with the howitzer battery under 
Captain Webster, had opened its fire, upon the citadel, from whence 
it was deUberately answered. General Butler's division now took 
op a position in rear of this battery, and soon the discharges of artil- 
lery, mingled with a rapid firing of small arms, showed that Lieutenant 
Grarland's command had become warmly engaged. It being neces- 
sary to support this attack. General Taylor ordered the* fourth 
In&ntry and three regiments of Butler's division, to march in the 
direction of the advanced work in the lower extremity of the town, 
leaving the firet Kentucky, regiment to cover the mortar and howitzer 
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batteiy. By some mistake, two companies c^ the foarth in&ntiy 
did not receive this order, and consequendy were not able to join 
their companions until some time afterward. 

While these companies were moving, Lieutenant Garland's com- 
mand had approached the town in a direction to the right of the 
advanced work, at the north-eastern angle of the city, and the 
engmeer officer, covered by skirmishers, had succeeded in entering 
the suburbs and gaining cover. The remainder of the command now 
advanced and entered the town, under a heavy fire of artillery from 
the citadel and works on the left, aided by the musketry of the houses 
and small works in front A movement to the right was attempted, 
with a view to gain the rear of the advanced work; but the troops 
were so much exposed to a fire which they could not effectually 
return, and had already sustained such severe loss, particularly in 
officers, that it was deemed best to withdraw them to a more secure 
/ position. Captain Backus, however, of the first infantry, with por- 
tions of his own and other companies, had gained the roof of a 
tannery which locked directly into the goige of the redoubt, upon 
which and the strong building in its rear, he poured a most destruc- 
tive fire. By coinciding in point of time with the advance of a body 
<^ volunteers upon that work, this fire contributed essentially to its 

Meanwhile the three volunteer regiments under General Butler, 
had been advancing to an assault. The leading brigade under 
Brigadier-General Quitman, preceded by three companies of the 
fourth infantry, continued its advance upon the redoubt, while Buder 
with the first Ohio regiment entered the town on the right. The 
latter companies had advanced within short range of the woik, when 
a sudden discharge, from the enemy's guns, struck down neaily one- 
third of the officers and men, and rendered it necessary to fall back 
upon the two advancing columns. Unappalled by the catastrophe of 
their comrades, as well as by their own severe loss, Quitman's brigade 
continued to advance, and carried the work together with the strong 
building in its rear. Three officers, twenty-seven privates, five 
pieces of artillery and a supply of ammunition, was the reward of 
the conquerors. 

BttHer, in the meantime, had entered the town with the first Ohio 
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n^'ment ; but he here rpoeired an order from General Taylor to 
letum, in conseqaenoe of not being able to accompHah anj thing in 
front; but upon the reception of intelligence that the Mexican redoubt 
had surrendered, this order was almost immediately countermanded. 
Batler then entered the to wn at a point further to the lefl, and marched 
in the direction of the enemy's second battery ; but while making an 
eiamination in order to ascertain the possibility of carrying this work* 
he was wounded, and soon aAer left the field. On account of this 
accident, together with the known force of the enemy, it was thought 
adyisable to withdi^aw the troops. 

Portions of the various regiments engaged, were liow under cover 
of the captured battery and some buildings on its front and right. 
The field-battery of Captains Bragg and Ridgely, was also partially 
covered by the battery. The enemy now poured an incessant fire 
from their second battery, and the works on its right, and from the 
citadel at every approach of the Americans. General Taylor was 
now joined by General Twiggs, who, though quite unwell, continued 
in active duty, and was instrumental in causing the artillery captured 
from the enemy, to be placed in battery, and served by Captain 
Ridgely, until the arrival of Captain Webster's howitzer battery, 
which took its place. Meanwhile a company collected from the Bal- 
timore battalion, and the first, third and fourth regiments were ordered 
to enter the town, penetrate to the right, and carry the second battery 
if possible. This command, under Lieutenant-Colonel Garland, 
advanced beyond a bridge called Purisima, and sustained themselves 
for some time in that advanced position.* But as they were unable 

* The following thrilling extracts from the letter of an officer in the Baltimore 
lAttalion, show the danger which that brave detachment underwent in this 
Msault. 

" I saw Colonel Watson shouting ; but as to hearing a command that was an 
Unpossihility, owing to the deafening roar of the cannon and musketry. I reached 
oiy company just as the colonel was dismounting from his horse, which the next 
moment fell from a shot. He cried out to the men * Shelter yourselves men, 
^ best way you can.' At this moment the battalion was scattered' over a 
^Niee of about an acre, and the men were lying down, the shot in most instances 
flying over our heads ; but the guns were soon depressed, and the shot began to 
take efiect 

" I was lying close to Colond Watson alongside of a hedge, when he jumped 
|ip and cried out, * now's the time boys, follow me.' I was up and affcer^ him 
in a second, my men following me. We were now in a street or lane, with a 
few houses on either side, and within « hundred yards of three batteries which 



116 LIFK OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

to gain the rear of the battery, or to make a pamaoent impcessiaa 
where they were* they were withdrawn with a section of Captain 
Ridgely's battery which had joined them, to the first battery. 

During the pn^ress of this cannonade a party of Mexican cavalry 
were observed in the direction of the citadel, moving toward the 
American lines. Captain Bragg immediately galloped with his 
batitery, to a suitable position, from which a few dischaiges effectu- 
ally dispersed them. Captain Millar of the first infantry, was des- 
patched with a mixed command, to support the battery on this service. 
The enemy's lancers had previously chaiged upon the Ohio and a 
part of the Mississippi regiments near some fields, at a distance fiK>m 
the edge of the town, but had been repulsed with considerable loss ; 
and some cavalry on the opposite side of the river, was also dispersed 
by Captain Ridgely's battery and returned to the city. 

At the approach of evening, all the troops that had been engaged 
were ordered back to the camp, except Captain Ridgely's battery and 

completely raked it, in addition to which two twelve pound guns were planted in 
the Castle on the right, and completely enfiladed the distance we had to make. 
Add to this the thousand musketeers on the house-tops, and the barricades at 
Ihe head of the street up which we advanced, and at every cross street, and 
you may form some idea of the deluge of balls poured upon us. Onward we 
went, men and horses &lling at every step. Cheers, shriebs, groans and woidi 
of command, added to the din, whilst the roar of the guns w^ absolutely 
deafening. 

** We had advanced up the street under this awiul fire nearfy two hundred 
yards, when we reached a cross street, at the comer of which aU who had suc- 
ceeded in getting thus far alive, halted, as if by mutual consent I was shaking 
Cobnel Watson by the hand whilst he was complimenting me, when a shower 
of grape, round and canister shot came from the comer above, and five <^oeni 
fell, and I know not how many privates. Each man sought some place of 
apparent shelter. I sat down on the ground with my back to the wall of a 
house. On my left were two men torn nearly to pieces. One of them was lying 
flat on his back, with his legs extending farther into the street than mine. 
Crash came another shower of grape, which tore one of his wounded legs nearly 
off. He reared up, shrieked, and fell back a corpse. I never moved, for I was 
satisfied that one place was as safe as another. ****** Above, below, along- 
side, between legs and arms everywhere the balls whistled and howled. The 
air seemed cut to pieces by the quantity that the artillery hurled at us, and it 
would be childish to tell you how close they came to me, and what and how 
many escapes I had. I was exposed to shot in that fight for nine hours." 

The same letter speaks thus of Colonel Watson, who was killed during this 
cannonade by a shot in the neck : — 

** He met with a gallant soldier's death — ^his face to the foe. His loss is 
deplored by all who knew his generosity of heart, apd chivaliy of character : to 
me individually it is great, but to the battalion it is irreparabW' 
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the nigular iniantry of the first dinsioo, who^ durii^ the night, were 
dialled under Ijieutenant Garland, as a guard for the woiks. Qna 
baltalioB of the first Kentucky regiment was ordered to reinforce this 
ooaunand* Intrenching tools were procured, and duriqg the night 
additiottal sireggth was given to the works and protection to the 
men, by parties under the direction of Lieutenant Scairitt, of the 
engineere. 

Thus the first day's assault had given to the Americans two im- 
portant redoubts without the city, and a well fortified work within. 
Bat these advantages were purchased at the expense of some of their 
most valuable officers ;* and their total loss, as stated by General 
Taylor in his official despatch, was not less than 394 in killed and 
wounded. 

The troops under General Worth lay on their arms all night, and 
at three o'clock next morning were aroused for an attack upon the 
Bishop's Palace. The storming party consisted of two companies 
of the fourth artillery battalion and one of the third ; three companies 
of eighth infantry, including two hundred Texan riflemen, under 
Colonel Hays and Lieutenant-Colonel Walker: the whple was 
superintended by Lieutenant-Colonel Childs, and conducted to the 
points of ascent by Captain Sanders and Lieutenant Meade. Being 
&voured by the weather, they had reached by the dawn of day, 
within about one hundred yards of the crest, at which position a body 
of the enemy had been stationed on the previous evening, in order 
to gall the assailants from the clefts of the rocks. Their retreating 
fire was not returned, until Colonels Childs' and Hays' commands 
had reached to within a few yards of the summit, when a well direct- 
ed volley, followed by the bayonet of the regulars, and the rush of 
the Texans, placed the Americans ih possession of the work. The 
cannon having been previously withdrawn, no impression could be 
made upon the massive walls of the Palace, or its outworks, without 

* Captain Williams, topographical engineers ; Lieutenants ^Terrett and 
Bilworth, first infitntry ; Lieutenant Woods, second in&ntry ; Captains Morris 
and Field, Breret Major Barbour, Lieutenants Irwin and Hazlett, third mfuitiy ; 
Lieutenant Hoskins, fourth infantry ; Lieutenant Colonel Watson, Baltimore 
battalion ; Captain Allen and Lieutenant Putnam, Tennessee regiment, and 
Lieutenant Hett, Ohio regiment, were killed, together with Captain McKavett ol 
the eighth infantry^ the only officer who fell in General Worth's division. 
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ardllery. Lieutenant Rowland of Duncan's battery was bow oidend 
from the main road with a twelre pound howitzer,and in two hoan 
mounted his gum f although he had been obliged to dimb a ateqp and 
rugged aodirity moro than seven hundred feet high, his Addien eany^ 
ii^ iheir piece by main strength. Covered by the epadmentof 
the captured battery, this howitzer now opened upon the Palace and 
its outwork, at the distance of four hundred yards, and soon prodaoed 
a visible effect. To reinforce the position thus acquired, die fifth 
infantry and Major Scott and Blanchard's volunteers had passed from 
the first heights, and reached ^e second in time to participate in the 
operations agamst the Palaoe. 

The remainder of these operations, together with its capture, w6 
give in General Worth's own language, as contained in his official 
report to Generd Taylor : 

** Afler many affairs of light troops and several feints, a heavy 
sortie was made, sustained by a strong corps of cavalry, with des- 
perate resolution, to repossess die heights. Such a move had been 
anticipated and prepared for. Lieutenant-Colonel Childs had ad- 
vanced, under cover, two companies of light troops, under command 
of Captain Vinton, acting major, and judiciously drawn up, die 
main body of his command flanked on the right by Ha3rs, and on 
the left by Walker's Texans. The enemy advanced boldly, was 
repulsed by one general dischaige from all arms, fled in conftision, 
closely pressed by Childs and Hays, preceded by the light troops 
under Vinton ; and while they fled past our troops, entered the palaoe 
and fort. In a few moments the unpretending flag of our union, 
had replaced the gaudy standard of Melcico. The captured guns-— 
one six-inch howitzer, one twelve and two nine pounder brass guns, 
together with Duncan's and McCall's field-batteries, which came 
up at a gallop, were in full and effective play upon the retiring and 
confiised masses that filled the street ((of which we had the pro- 
longation) leading to the nearest plaza. La CapeUoj also crowded with 
troops. At this moment the enemy's loss was heavy. The invest- 
ment was now complete except the forces necessary to hold the 
positions on Independencia and serve the guns, (shifted to points 
where the shot could be made to reach the great plaza,) the chviskm 
was now concentrated around the palace, and preparation made to 
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sssanit the city^on the followiiig day or sooner, should the Genenl* 
m-dnef either so direct, or before oomnranicatioo be had, renew 
the assault from the opposite quarter. In the mean time atlentkm 
was directed to every provision our circumstances permitted, to 
aHeviate die condition of our wounded sddiers and officers, and lo 
the decmt interment of the dead, not omitting in either respect all 
that was due to those of the enemy.'* 

Id this assault the Americans lost but seven killed and twelve 
wounded ; the loss of the enemy was not precisely ascertained, bat 
is known to have been very heavy. 

During the whofle of tliis day there were but few active oper»* 
tions at the lower part of the city. The citadel and other woiks 
continued to fire at the American companies exposed to iheir range, 
and at the redoubt occupied by their troops. The guard left in it, 
the preceding night, except Captain Ridgely's company, were 
relieved at mid-day by General Quitman's brigade. Captain Bragg's 
battery was thrown under cover in front of the town, to repel any 
demonstration of cavalry in that quarter. 

During the night the enemy evacuated nearly all their defences in 
^ lower part of the city. Early in the morning this was reported 
by Greneral Quitman, who, having already meditated an assault 
upon those works, now received instructions, leaving it discretionary 
with him to enter the city, but requested him, in case of doing so 
to proceed very carefully, covering his men by the houses and walls, 
and advancing only so far -as he might deem safe or prudent. Ao- 
cordingly a portion of the brigade entered the town, and forced their 
way successfully to the principal plaza. General Taylor then 
ordered the remainder of the troops, under Brigadier-General Twi^, 
to act as a reserve, and soon after repaired to the abandoned works. 
The second regiment of Texas mounted volunteers was also 
ordered up, who entered the city, dismounted, and under the imme* 
diate orders of General Henderson, co-x>perated with Quitman's 
brigade. They were assisted by Captain Bragg's battery, supported 
by the third in&ntry, who succeeded in battering down a portion of 
the cathedral. The troops advanced from house to house, and from 
square to square, until they reached a street but one square in rear 
of the principal plaza, in and near which the enemy's force was 

id 
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maiDly cooceatrated. Though vigorous, the advance was conducted 
with due caution, so that notwithstanding the continual fire of the 
enemy, who suffered heavily, the assailants lost but few. In the 
mean time Captain Ridgely had served against the city a piece cap- 
tured in the furst battery, until the advance of the soldiers rendered 
it imprudent to fire in the direction of the cathedral. 

Thus the Mexicans had retired from the lower portion of the 
city, in order to concentrate their forces for a final effort behind their 
barricades ; and it was apparent that the army could now operate 
successfully against them. As Quitman's brigade had been on duty 
all the previous night, and were much exhausted. General Taylor 
determined to withdraw them to the evacuated works, and concert 
with General Worth a combined attack upon the town. Accord- 
ingly the troops were reUeved after nightfall by the brigade of Gen- 
eral Hamer, and deliberately, and in good order, resumed their 
original position. 

On returning to camp General Taylor received intelligence by an 
officer, that General Worth, induced by the firing in the lower part 
of the city, was about making an attack at the upper extremity, 
which had been evacuated by the enemy to a considerable distance. 
Although this would have afforded a fine opportunity for co-operation* 
yet the commander did not think it expedient to change his orders, 
and accordingly retired to camp. 

The 23d had been a SQason of activity to the division under 
General Worth. About ten o'clock, a. m., a firing was heard in 
the opposite quarter, whose heaviness and continuance, as well 
as other circumstances, induced a belief that the commander-in- 
chief was conducting a main attack, and that his orders for co-ope- 
ration having to travel a circuit of six miles, had either been mis- 
carried or intercepted by some of the numerous cavalry parties of 
the enemy. Under these convictions the troops were instantly 
ordered to commence an operation, which if not otherwise directed 
General Worth had designed to execute under favor of the night. 
Two columns of attack were organized, to move along the two prin- 
cipal streets which run in the direction of the great plaza. The 
advance was composed of light troops slightly extended, whose 
duties were arduous and dangerous. They were ordered to mask 
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the men wheneTer practicable, avoidiiif^ the points iwepi by the 
enemy's artillery, and pieeaiiig on to the first plaza, (capeUa,) obtain 
tibe ends of the streets beyond them, enter the buildings, and by 
means <^ picks and bars break throii|^ the longitudinal section of 
the walls, work from house to house, and ascending the foo&, to place 
themselves on the same, breast height with the enemy. Light artil- 
lery by sections and pieces, under Duncan, Rowland, McCall, Mai^ 
tin. Hays, Irons, Clarke, and Curd, followed at suitable intervals, 
oDvered by reserves to guard the pieces, together with the whole 
operation, against the probable enterprises of cavalry upon our left. 
This inras effectually done by seizing and commanding the head of 
every cross street. 

At nnmerous well chosen points, the enemy had barricaded the 
streets by heavy masonry walls, each ccmtaining embrasures for one 
or more guns, and the whole well supported by cross batteries. 
These arrangements made it necessary for the Americans to act with 
much precaution, and gave a complicated character to their opera- 
tions ; but notwithstanding the difficulties in their way, they worked 
steadily, simultaneously, and successfully. 

Meanwhile the firing on the opposite side of the city had ceased, 
and the enemy were enabled to transfer their men and guns from that 
position, and employ them against General Worth. The troops, 
however, still continued to advance, and at dark reached within one 
block of the principal plaza, having worked through walls and squares, 
left a covered way in their rear, and carried a large building which 
towered over the principal defences, and on the roof of which two 
howitzers and a six pounder were placed during the night and en- 
suing morning. 

The services of Major Monroe in this affair are thus described 
by General Worth : 

^As the columns of attack were moving from the Palace Hill, 
Major Monroe, chief of artillery, reached me with a ten inch mortar, 
which was immediately advanced to the plaza chapel, put in posi- 
tion, masked by the church wall, its bed adjusted as rapidly as pos- 
sible, and by sunset opened upon the great square. At this period 
our troops had worked to within one square of the plaza. The exact 
position of our comrades on the opposite side was not known, and 
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the distance of the position to be assuled by the bomb battery ; bat 
conjecturing, eight hundred yards was assumed, and the fiize and 
chaige regulated accordingly. The first shell fell a little short of 
the point on which it was directed, and beside our troops ; a sUgfat 
increase of the projecting charge gave exact results. The whole 
service was managed by Major Monroe most admirably, and, com- 
bined with other operations, exercised a decided influence upon the 
final results. Early on the morning of the 28d, Major Brown's ar- 
tillery battalion was despatched with a select command, and one 
section of McCall's battery, under Lieutenant Irons, to occupy the 
stone mill and adjacent grounds, constituting one league in advance, 
the narrow goige near St Catarina. The major took possession, re- 
pulsed the enemy's pickets, and was preparing his command to resist 
any attack, whfn he received my orders to retrace his steps, enter 
the city, and form the main reserve to the assaulting columns. He 
came up in good time and in good order, and was atonce under fire.'* 
Early on the morning of the 24th, Colonel Morena arrived at the 
camp of General Taylor, bearing the following communication from 
General Ampudia : 

[translation.] 
D. Pedro Ampudia, Gener(U4n^Chief, to Major-General Taylor. 

HbAD-QvARTSRS at MOITTKRBT, 

Sept 23d, 1846, 9 o'clock, P. M. 

Sbnor General : Having made the defence of which I believe 
this city is susceptible, I have fulfilled my duty, and have satisfied 
the military honor, which in a certain manner, is common to all 
armies of the civilized world. 

To prosecute the defence therefore, would only result in distress 
to the population, who have already suffered enough from the mis- 
fortunes consequent on war ; and taking it for granted that the Ame- 
rican government has manifested a disposition to negotiate, I propose 
to you to evacuate the city and its fort, taking with me the personeUe 
and materielle which have remained, and under the assurance that 
no harm shall ensue to the inhabitants who have taken a part in the 
defence. 

Be pleased to accept the assurance of my distinguished con- 
sideration. Pedro de Ampudia 
To 8bvo& Doir Z. TA'rLdR, 

Commuidep>iii-C/hief of the American AmQr« 
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General Taylor replied as foDows : 

HiAD-QuABTsms AmxT or Occufatioit, 
Gamp b6iove MonterByy ScpL 84>y 1846^ 7 p dodcy A* M* 

Sir : Your oommunication bearing date at nine o'clock* P. M« 
on the 23d instant, has just been received by the hands of 0<rfoori 
Moiena. 

In answer to your proposition to evacuate the city and forti with 
an the personel and materiel of war, I have to state that my duty 
compels me to dedine acceding to it A complete surrender of the 
town and garrison, the latter as prisoners of war, is now demanded. 
But such surrender will be upon terms — and the gallant defence of 
the place, creditable alike to the Mexican troops and nation, will 
prompt me to make those terms as liberal as possible. The garrison 
win be aUowed at your option, after laying down its« arms, to retire 
to die interior, on condition of not serving again during the war, or 
nntn regularly exchanged. I need hardly say that the rights of non- 
combatants wiU be respected. 

An answer to this communication is requhed by 12 o'clock. If 
you assent to an accommodation, an officer wiU be despatched «t 
once, under instructions to arrange the conditions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. Tatu>r, 

Maj. Gen. U. 8. A., CommaniHng. 
Sworn D. Pbsbo bx Amfudia, 
Geneml-iii-Ghie^ Monterey. 

A cessation of hostilities now took place, and in tiie meanwhile* 
at ^e request of General Ampudia, the two commanders had a per- 
sonal interview,* which resulted in the capitulation of the city on 
the foUowing terms : 

* This interview is thos faumorousiy described by an eye witness : 
*< Ampudia was all courtesy and fine words, big speeches, great volnbility, 
with an abondance of gesticulations, shrugs, nods, alternate smiles and finowns, 
and that whole catalogue of silent language with which persons of French origin 
(m is Ampudia) are wont to help the expression of their ideas. 

" Genera] Taylor, on the other hand, was as dry as a chip, as plain as a pipe 
stem, and as short as pie crust Dressed in his best coat (which by the by looks 
as if it had served some half a dosen campaigns,) with his glazed oiKdoth cap, 
stiapleas pants^ and old-lashioned white vest, he looked more like an dd farmer 
kidy elected militia colonel, who had put on his everyday suit, with the slight- 
est imaginabie sign of nuUtaiy Ibf^peiy, to distinguish him from a crowd of mera 
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Tenm of Capitulation of the dtf of Monterey* the capital of Naevo Leon, Agml 
upon by the undersigned Commissioners, to wit: General Wor&, of thi^ 
United States army, Oeneral Henderson, of the Texan volunteers, and ColoiMtl 

' Davis, of the Mississippi riflemen, on the part of Major-general Tay lor, ooin» 
mander-in-chief of the United States forces; and General Raqaena and 
General Ortega, of the army of Mexico, and Senor Manuel M. Llano, gove^i 
nor of NueTO Leon, on the part of Senor General Don Pedro de Ampiidi%^> 
commanding-iu'chief the army of the north of Mexico. 

Artf 1. As the legitimate result of the operations before this plaoe» 
and the present posititHi of the contending armies, it is agreed that ths.! 
city, the fortifications, cannon, the munitions of war, and all other pub*, 
lie property, with the undermentioned exceptions, be surrendered to the 
commanding general of the United States forces, now at Monterey. 

Art 2. That the Mexican forces be allowed to retain the f<^w* 
ing arms, to wit : the commissioned officers their side arms, the 
in&atry their arms and accoutrements, the cavalry their arms and 
accoutrements, the artillery one field battery, not to exceed six pieces, 
with twenty-one rounds of ammunition. 

Art 3. That the Mexican armed forces retire within seven days 
firom this date, beyond the line formed by the pass of the Rinconada, 
the city of Linares, and San Fernando de Presas. 

Art 4. That the citadel of Monterey be evacuated by the Mexi- 

civilians. In his reply to Ampudia's long harangues, he used such direct, Uunt, 
and emi^tic language, that the valorous Mexican was thrown all aback and 
' had nothing to say.' " 

*^ Ampudia opened the interview by stating that his fbioes were too large to be 
conquered by General Taylor's army— -that he had an abundance of ammuni- 
tion, 7000 infiintry and 3000 cavalry, with 40 cannon, and the best artilleristB 
in the world — ^that his loss was very small, and he felt confident he could defend 
the city against a much stronger force than that under General Taylor's oomr 
mand ; but that from motives of humanity — ^to spare the effusion of blood — to 
save the lives of helpless women and children, he was willing so iar to compro- 
mise the glory c^ the great Mexican nation, as to surrender the city, provided he 
was allowed to retire with his whole force, and carry the public property with 
him, and all the arms and munitions of war. When he Itad finished his mag- 
nificent oration, which in the style of his celebrated proclamation, was garnished 
with numerous allusions to the stupendous power, and unfading glory and 
renown of magnanimous Mexico, old Zachary quietly stuck his hands deep into 
his pockets, cocked his head a little on one side, and gently raising his grizzly 
eyebrows, that the bold little black eye lurking beneath might have full play 
upon the grandiloquent Mexican, replied in these few, but expressive words : — 

« * General Ampudia, we come here to take Monterey, and we are going to 
do it on such terms as please us. I wish you good morning.' And the old 
general hobbled off on his two short little legs, leaving the Mexican general and 
iteff in the profoundest bewildennent" 
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can, and occupied by the American forces, to-monow oiomiiy, at 
tea o*cIoc]l. 

Art 5. To avoid collisions, and for mutual convenience, that the 
troops of 'the United States will not occupy the city until the Mexi- 
ean forces have withdrawn, except for hospital and storage purposes. 

Art 6. That the forces of the United States will not advance 
heyoad the line specified in the 2d [3d] article before the expiration 
of eight weeks, or antU the orders or instructions of the respective 
govemmentB can be received. 

Art. 7. That the public property to be deUvered shall be turned 
over and received by officers appointed by the commanding generals 
of the two armies. 

Art. 8. That all doubts as to the meaning of any of the preceding 
aiticles shall be solved by an equitable construction, and on princi- 
pies of liberality to the retiring army. 

Art 9. That the Mexican flag, when struck at the citadel, may be 
■stated by its own battery. 

Done at Monterey, Sept. 24, 1846. 

W. J. Worth, 

Brigadier-General U. 8. A. 
J. PiNKNBY HeNDEBSON, 

Maj. Gen. Comdg. the Texan VoL 
Jefferson Davis, 

Gd. MiflriMippi Riflemsn. 
Manuel M. Llano, 

T. Requena, 

Ortega. 

(Approved:) Pedro Ampudia. 

Z. Taylor, 
Maj. Gen. U. 8. A. Comdg. 

The strength of the city and other important items is thus laid 
^wn by General Taylor in his official despatch : 

" Upon occupying the city it was discovered to be of great strength 
tti Itself, and to have its approaches carefully and strongly fortified. 
The town and works were armed with forty-two pieces of cannon, 
▼ell supplied with ammunition, and manned with a force of at least 
7000 troops of the line, and from 2000 to 3000 irregulars. The 
force under my orders before Monterey was 425 officers, and 6220 
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men. Oar artOlery oonsiited of one tennach mortar, two tweatf 
four pound howitzers, and lour light fi^ batteries of four guns— -the 
mortar bemg the only piece saitable to the operations of a siege. 

** Our loss is twelve* officers, and one hundred and eight men 
killed ; diirty-onet officers, and three hundred and thirty<«even men 
wounded. That of the enemy is not known ; but is belieired omh 
siderably to exceed our own.'* 

The conduct of General Worth is thus noticed by those who 
shared the dangers of the 22d with him. 

<• General Worth has distinguished himself as a gallant soldier and 
a skilful commander. General Taylor gave him a Bur chance, and 
he has nobly availed himself of it. His division, with Hays*s regi- 
ment of Texans, have gained more ground, and carried more pcnnls, 
tiian all the rest of the sormy, and with very little loss. It will be 
remembered that he made a circuit to the west and rear of the chy, 
and then stormed several strong positions, and penetrated mto the 
heart of the city, which is nothing but one fortification, the ^biek 
walls being pierced for muskets, and cannon being placed so as to 
rake the principal streets. The roofs being flat, and the fix>nt walls 
rising three or four feet above the roof, of course every street has a 
line of breastworks on each side. It was amid such scenes that 
the gallant Worth led lus division to victory." " I was ezpeetiiig 
10 see him rushing his men into unnecessary danger, in order to win 
for them and himself great military fame ; but his conduct has been 
very different from this. His great study has been to gain the 

* Capt WiUiams, topographical engineers; Lieut. Ferrett, first infimtiy, 
Capt L. N. Morris, third do. ; Capt Field, third do ; Major Barbour, third do. ; 
Lieut Corwin, third do.; Lieut Hazlitt, third do.; Lieut, Hoskins, third do.; 
Lieut Woo^ fourth do. ; Capt McKayett, 8th do. ; Col. Watson, Baltimore 
battalion; Capt Battlem, first Tennessee regiment; Lieut Putnam, first 
Tennessee do. 

fA lieut in a Georgia company; Major Lear, third infimtiy, serrae^. 
Capt Bainbiidge, third do., ¥eiy slightly; Lieut R. H. Graham, fourth do; 
Capt Lamotte, first do., slighfly ; Lieut Dilworth, first do., severely ; Lieut 
Abeierombie, first do., slightly ; Lieut Russell, fifth do., slightly; Lieut Potter, 
seventh do., slightly ; Gen. Butler, volunteer division, slightly ; Got Mitchell, 
Ohio volunteers, slightly ; CoL McClung, Mississippi, severely ; Major Alex- 
ander, Tennessee volunteers, do. ; Lieut Allen, do. do. ; Lieut Scudder, do.da; 
Limit Nixon, do. do.; Capt Dowler, Morris regiment; Lieut Armatrais^ 
Ohio regiment, severely ; Capt GiUesj^, Texas Rangers^ mortally woonde^ 
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eofflmandiag points with the least poeribie saerifioe of life. At fint 
itseemed totally impossible to storm these heights, bat it has been 

done."- 

General Taylor also notices him in the following terms. ** To 
tfae general officers c<»nmanding divisions, Major-Gtenerab Batler 
and Henderson, and Brigadier-Generals Twiggs and Worth, I must 
express my obligations for the efficient aid which they have rendend 
k their respective commands. Brigadier-General Worth was in-' 
trosted with an important detachment, which rendered his operations 
twfependent of my own. These operations were condaeted with 
ability, and crowned with complete success.*' The despatdi is 
fiitt of compliments to the officers and soldiers who participated in 
the attack. 

Concoming the ienn8 oficred to the garrison, the General thus 

writes: 

** It win be seen that the terms granted the Mexican garrison are 
less rigorous than those first imposed. Tlie gallant defence of the 
town, and the fact of a recent change of government in Mexico, be- 
neved to be favorable to die interests of peace, induced me to concur 
^th the coomiission in these terms, which will, I trust, receive the 
approval of the government. The latter consideration also prompted 
OK convention for a temporary cessation of hostilities. Though 
"^^fcely warranted by my instructions, yet the change of affairs since 
^°<^ instructions were issued, seemed to warrant this course. I 
"% to be advised as early as practicable whether I have met the 
▼lews of the government in these particulars." 

The news of the capture of Monterey electrified the whole country, 
and the gallant army of the Rio Grande received thanks and con- 
gelations from every quarter. Tliat any army should capture a 
town so defended, and whose garrison were double their number, 
«^ indeed deserve the highest rewards of a gratefiil nation. 

General Taylor now established his head-quarters at Monterey, 
^hJle General Worth was sent with twelve hundred men and eight 
field pieces to Saltillo. Possession was taken of this place without 
opposition. 

The following is the official despatch of the Mexican general 
^^^^arding the capture of Monterey. It appears that after the capita- 

17 
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lation, he retired (o Saltillo with a view lo fortify that place, but not 
receiving the co-operation of the inhabitants, lie subsequently retired 
toward the capital. 



Most Excellent Sir : — After a brilliant defence, in the course 
of which the enemy was repulsed with the loss of fiHeen hundred 
men from various posts, he succeeded in possessing himself of the 
heights commanding the Bishop's Palace, and another to the south 
of it, and hkewise a detached breastwork called the Tenesia, and 
continuing his attacks through the houses, which he pierced in a 
direction towards the centre of the city, he succeeded in posting him- 
self within half gua shot of the principal square where the troops 
were posted, who suffered much from the hollow shot. 

Under these circumstances I was requested by various principal 
officers, to come to such terms as would diminish our losses ; for la 
open our way with the bayonet, surrounded as we were by in- 
trenched enemies, would have resulted in the dispersal of the troopa, 
and nothing of the matenel would have been saved. These con- 
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nderations haying' been weighed by me, I aim took ioto view 
what the city suffered, and would suffer from the attacks, by the 
piercing of the houses, as well as the destruction by the bombs ; 
ffae scarcity of ammunitiorh which was beginning to be felt ; the pro- 
Tisions which we were losing as the enemy's lines approached the 
centre ; the distance from our supplies ; and finally, that to protract 
fliis state of things for two or three days, even if it were possiUe to 
do so, could not end in a triumph, and I consented to open proposi* 
tions whidi resulted in the annexed terms of capitulation.* 

Your excellency will perceive that they preserve the honor of the 
nation, and that of the army ; and it is to be observed that, if they do 
not grant us as much as was perhaps expected, that of itself proves 
the superiority of the enemy, not in valor, which he displayed in most 
of the combats, but in his position within the squares of pierced 
niasonry which surrounded the square, and cut off* any supplies of 
provisions, wood, or other articles necessary to subsistence. 

With the greatest regret the army withdraws from their capital, 
abundantly watered with its blood, leaving under the guarantee of the 
promises of the American generals the severely wounded and the 
neighboring population of the state, whose civU authorities will con- 
tinue in the exercise of their functions. To-morrow I shall continue 
my march to Saltillo, where I will await the orders of the supreme 
government ; and in communicating this to you, I have the honor to 
reiterate the assurances of my highest respect. 

Ood and liberty ! 

Pedro De Ahpudia. 
Hfiad4)iiarte» in Monterey, Sept 85, 1846. 

Oompaied with General Taylor's report and with Ampudia's 
pierious proclamation, this document is curious, as it exhibits not 
^y the characteristic differences in the style of language of the 
^0 generals, but also that the opinion previously entertained of the 
^erican commander, had undergone some modification. 

Upon the reception of the above report, the President issued the 
wing 

• Omitted ; being previouslj given in General Taylor's report. 
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PBOCLAMATIONf 



Of Otnerd Sabu, ike oeHng PreddaU, to ike people of Mexieoy 

the loee of Monterey, 

Mexicans ! A goverament established against the will of the natkn 
is interested in concealing from it events which are disasiioiis Id 
it ; above all when the responsibility of their occurrences must M 
upon the government A government whose sentiments and inter- 
ests are no other than those of the nation, and which has emanated 
iiom the movement by which it threw off its oppressors, has no 
need to conceal any thing from it, for the nation itself must combat 
for its preservation and for its honor. 

Mexicans ! Monterey has fallen. It was not enough to defy 
death as our valiant fellow countrymen did for four days ; it was 
necessary to do more— to defy want in every shape, and the ine^ 
ficiency of means of resistance. The intention of the enemy, to 
occupy the whole republic is manifest ; but the government is deter- 
mined to triumph or perish with the republic. Partial disasters 
are of no importance ; the Spanish nation suffered much more in 
the space of six years, and the results of her heroic efforts, and the 
co-operation of all her sons, was that the bones of hadf a million of 
mijust invaders whiten the fields of the peninsula. Shall we 
become unworthy of independence by not showing ourselves sons 
worthy of our fathers ? That independence was achieved by us 
alone, only afler ten years of constancy ; and it is not possible that 
an organized nation should show less strength than its oppressed 
sons, such as our first leaders were. 

Mexicans ! The time to act has come. Will you suffer your 
population to be decimated, sending it to perish by handfuls on die 
frontier, one to-day, another to-morrow, and to perish less by the 
enemy's balls than by neglect ? The government will exert all its 
power in the defence of rights ; but it has a right to expect that 
indifference or inactive contemplation shall not be the recompense 
of its plan of operation ; for the nation would prefer that not one 
•tone should be left on another, rather than behold its sovereignty, 
its rights, and its temples trampled under foot.- The invineiUe 
general called by it to place himself at the head of the troops, if 
resolved not to survive the dishonors of his country. 
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Wai it be less 8o ? No. Our falobd and our property will be 
tiie sacrifice tlia4 we ^^ up ; and when 70a aie in tbe ftdl snjey 
ment of the rights which yon daimed, I do not donbt of year eo- 
operation, and with it we shall snatch firam fortune, that wliidi in 
die end will ^nsoie to ns existence and honor. 

Josx Mabuho db Saijul 

Mexico, Sept 30, 1846. 

For. some tume after General Taylor had established his heaA- 

qoarteiB at Monterey, he was obliged to remain perfecdy passifis, 

being in want of aU the necessary appendages of an aimyysnd sm^ 

rounded by difSicalties, The Mexicans had enMmated all the 

eoantiy north and east of San Lois Potosi, leaving behind thsm 

about forty dragoons to destroy fortifications which had been catt 

stnicted at Los Muertos, a natarally strong and diflknlt pass on Ae 

road to SaltiUo, and about five or six miles beyond the Rmoonada. 

They also dismantled SaltUlo, destroying whatever might be of use 

to &e American army, and which they couM not carry away. 

** Thus there was nothing left, for General Taylcnr to conquer, but 

a barren region of ragged mountains and thirsty plains, affording 

neither water nor provisions for the subsistence of man or beast, 

ovear a distance of two or three hundred miles, to Ssn Luis Potosi. 

% as has been said, General Taylor has orders to march upon San 

I^is Potosi, so as to reach that city by A» end of November, the 

question arises, how he is to traverse such a country, as he will 

We to do by a forced march at the rate of fifleen or twenty miles 
a<lay." 

" The only water in this route is in the Mexican tanks, which 
^ doubtless all be broken up as the enemy retires. To carry 
wat» sufficient to save his army and teams from suffering, would 
probably require more horses, mules, and oxen, than are now in 
^ army, all of which are required for the transportation of the 
iiecessary stores and munitions. In making this retreat the enemy 
bave doubtless adopted a wise policy, leaving behind thmn a fe 
lucre formidable enemy for General Taylor to encounter, (viz : this 
■uaroh,) than he could ever find in their own arms and fortified 
towns." 

This policy has doubtless been dictated by the sagacity of Santa 
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Anna. It is stated on goo^ authority, that he had sent orders to 
Ampndia, to evacuate Monterey and all other places this side of 
the mountains; but that those orders were not received till after 
the batde.* 

While affairs were in this ocmdition, considerable misundei^ 
standing took place betweea the volunteers of the army and the 
Mexican citizens. The ^ terms of capitulation" appear to have 
been unpopular with the majority of the army, alld tua ^rith other 
causes, led the more independimt portion to treat the Mexican resi- 
dents with an insolenoe approaching to tyranny. On the other 
hand the citizens, exasperated by the loss of their city, and looking 
upon their enemies as barbarous invaders, watdied every covert 
opportunity to retaliate. These feelings incsreased to such an extent 
that it became no uncommon thing to find in the morning, several 
bodies of those who had been murdered during the previous nig^t 
The subjoined correspondence will show the dispositions enter- 
tained by the authorities of the respective parties concerning these 
outrs^;es. 

Under the date of September 20th, Governor Morales thus writes 
to General Taylor. 

*^ Multitudes of complaints have been made to this government, 
i^gainst excesses committed upon persons and property of Mexicans 
daily, by the volunteers, in the service of the United States, and I am 
ibis moment informed, that three of our citizens have been killed by 
them, without pity, or any reasonable motive, only because they 
possess the power to do so. Under such circumstances it is impos- 
sible that society can remain in much security, as the most essential 
guaranties are wanting. I have the honor of luaking this known to 
your excellency, hoping that measures will be adopted to put ap end 
to such atrocities in future, and to carry into effect the assurances 
given of protection to the people. 

" Repeating my esteem and consideration for your excellency, I 
am, &c. &c." 

On the 1st of October, General Taylor replied as fdlows :-* 

** The communication of your excellency dated 29th ult., relative 
to excesses committed by volunteers in Monterey, was duly received. 

^ Galvrnton New% Getdber 30fh. 
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IStaoe ddxy baa occurred in answeiing it, in coder that I migfal eom- 
f Bimicale Willi the commaiidant of that poaL 
' " It is with sentimentfl of regret 1 learn your jual cause of eom- 
idaiot, founded upon the gnnnda staled by your eiceUency. Tonr 
eiKJlency must be aware, that it is no easy task to keep soeh man 
ID nibjection, and although my great desire is to maintain good orderi 
yM ezcssses have been committed ; but I believe none of a grave 
duracter. * 

" The volunteers now in the city will he removed in a few days, 
and by their absence I hope all cause of further complaints will ceaae. 
In the meantime Brigadier-General Worth will nse all effioanona 
measutes to maintain order in the city. He is now invested wiih 
orders to this effect. Your ezcelleocy must be awaie that my deiira 
is to contfdy with the guaranties I have given, in the name of my 
pnemment, relative to the security of persons and proper^." 

In accordance with the spirit of the above letter, active measures 
were taken by General Taylor lo suppress ihesu outrages, and to 
feeover and punish the perpetrators : and though not altogeihei 
mccessfd, yet similar occurrences became far less frequent. 



PLAN OF MONTEREY. 



Beferenceg and Explanaliona, 

A. Plaza if La Capella. ' 

B. Plazaela de CaToe. 

C. American Artillery. 

The shaded portion of the towD, len sqoares in the sonih-east cotutt, 
b the pan held by (he Mexicans on ihe oiomiDg of the 24lh of Septfin- 
bei, 1846, vbea Ihey sarrendered. 

The dotted line represents the route of the Americans. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

OpttKtIonrt in Vifa ^riico antl fl^aUfaiAis. 

ROM the ihealre of war where GenenI 

Taylor waa penonally engaged, we now 

turn our eyes to ihe north. Daring the 

operations on the Rio Grande, jatt r^ 

lated, as well aH eubaeqnent to the M 

of Monterey, important movement* Ind 

taken place in northern Mexico, of which 

it may not be irrelevant to take a brief 

\ notice. Several pretty important battlei 

had been fought, which had placed die 

^^ii^y of invasion" in poasesaion of the provincee of New Mexico, 

New Leon, Co^ujla, Tamaulipas, and the Califbmiaa ; a territory 

W*"^ in extent than that embraced in the thirteen original Slates of 

^ Union, inhabited by a considerable population, and much of it 

IMW than a ihonsand milea from ihe poinU at which the Americana 

s<^cted their forces, and commenced their movements. 

Bdbre desc^bing the engagements which took place betweea 
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the Hencan and American forces, il may not be inappropriate lo giva 
an aceouat of the invasion of the above proviuces by the Americana. 
On the 30th of June, 1846, Brigadiec-Gcneral Kearney, with the 
ItKce nnder his command, amounting, in all, to about 1600 meni 
regulora and volunteers, moved from Fort Leavenworth upon Santa 
Fi, the capital of New Mexico, where, after a march of eight hundred 
Bi>d seventy-three miles, he arrived on the I8th of August, and lo(dc 
militarypotsessionof New Mexicowithoutresistanceathia approadi. 
The Mexican forces, about four thousand in number, which had been 
effected near that city under the late Governor Annijo, to oppose 
his progress, dispersed, and the governor himself fled wid] a small 
command of dragoons in the direction of Chihuahua. Under the 
apprehension that the force which left Fort Leavenworth In Junei 
night not be suSiclent fully to effect the purpose of the expedition, 
which was, if found practicable, to pass on to California, after con- 
qnaring and eecaring New Mexico, General Kearney was author- 



NEW MEXICO AND CAUFORNIA. 189 

ized to organize and master into service, a battalioii of the emignnts 
vhlch were on their way to Oregon or Califomia. This had been 
done, and also one thousand additional ydnnteen fiom Miasoori 
were sent on as reinforcements, to his disposable force for California ; 
but they had not yet arrived when he departed for that country. 

AfWr making at Sante F^ the necessary arrangements, consequent 
on the military occupation of New Mexico, General Kearney moved 
with a part of his force to the village of Tome, about one hundred 
miles down the Rio Grande* The inhabitants, not only of this 
pbee and of Saute Fe, but throughout the whole department of New 
Mexico, appeared well satisfied with the change that had taken place 
i& the government* No organized resistance to the Americans was 
apprehended ; all were following their peaceful occupations.* 

* Immediately after the occupation of New Mexico, General Kearney iaiaed 
Ae following 

' PROCLAMATION, 

To the inhabUcmts of New Mexico, bv Brigadier-General 8. W. KxAavBT, 
eomtnanding the troops of me XJnited States in the eame, 

Aa by the act of the republic of Mexico, a atate of war exiata between tfaaf 
Sovermnent and the United Statea, and aa the underaigned at the head of hia 
^n»pa on the 18th inatant, took possession of Sante F^, the capital of the de- 
partment of New Mexico, he now announces to hold the department with ita 
ttigioal boundaries (on both sides of the Del Norte) as a part of the United 
States, and under the name of the territory of New Mexico. 

•L oe undersigned has come to New Mexico with a strong military force, and 
*n equally strong one ia following dose in hia rear. He haa more tnx^ than are 
^^Aoessaiy to put down any oppodtion that can possibly be brought againat him, 
uid therefore it would be but folly or madness, for an^ diasatiafied or disoontented 
penrm to think of reaisting him. 

The undersigned has instructions from hia govenment to reapect the religioua 
uutitutions of New Mexico, to protect the property of the Church, to cause the 
^'^'nihip of thoae belonging to it to be undisturbed, and their religioua righta in 
we ampleat manner reserved to them. Also to protect the persona and property 
of all quiet and peaceful citizens within its boundaries againat their enemiea, 
tbe £utawa, Navohoea and others ; and while he aasurea all, that it will be hia 
fwaanre as well aa hia du^, to comply with those inatructiona, he caUa upon 
''^ to exert themaelves in preserving order, in promoting concord, and in 
wDtaining the authority and efficiency of the laws ; and to require of thoae who 
"*''ve left their homea and taken up arms againat the troops of the United.Statea, 
to letum forthwith to them, or else they will be conaidered aa enemiea and traitora, 
"objecting their persona to punishment and their property to seizure and con- 
vocation, for the benefit of the public treaaury. 

h ia the wiah and intention of the United Statea to provide for New Meauco 
> fi«e government with the leaat poeaible delay, aimilar to those m the United 
^tttM,and the people of New Mexico will then be called on to exereiaethe 
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After ofderiif a p»rt of the volimteen lo fi^w him, Genenl 
Kearney commenced hie mareh for California, at the head of a 
regular force of about three hwidred dagoooBf intending to proceed 
down the Rio Grande, aboat two hundred mike from Sante Fe* 
thence to strike across the Gila, and to move down that river near 
its mouth, then across the Colorado to the Pacific, where he hoped 
to arriTe about the latter part of November. After proceeding aboot 
one hundred and eighty miles from Sante F^, he was met by an ex- 
press ftom California, sent by Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont, informii^ 
him of the capture of California by the American land and naval forces. 
Thinking that an additional force woukl not be required in GalifoF- 
nia, he directed most of those with him to return to Sante F4, and 
accompanied by about one hundred men, repaired forthwith to join the 
forces under Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont. The prompt and energetic 
manner in which General Kearney ocxiducted to a successful termina- 
tion this difficult and distant enterprise, elicited the highest comm^iida- 
tion of the executive government of the United States. 

For various reasons, it was deemed important by the United States 
government, that military occupation should be taken of Califomiay 
and early attention was given to the subject. 

For this purpose General Kearney was ordered to proceed wiih 
what ibice he could spare to that country, and a company of Umted 



lights of freemen, in Meeting their own rep ro e e ntatiTee to the tenHorial legidft- 
tnie ; but until tfak can be done, the laws hitherto in existence will be continued 
until dianged or modified by competent authority, and those persons holding 
office, will continue in the same for the present, profided they will considgr 
themselves good dtizeni^ and be willing to take the oath of allegianoe to the 
United States. 

The undersigned hereby abs(rfves all persons residing within tiie boimdaries 
of New Mexico from ftirther allegiance to the republic of Mexico^ and herebf 
daims them as dtizens of the United States. Those who remain quiet and 
peaceable will be considered as good dtizms, and receive protection. Those vHm> 
are found in anns, or instigating others against the United States, will be con- 
flidered as traitors, and treated according^. Don Manuel Armgo^ the late 
governor of this department, has fled from it The undersigned has taken 
poss es a i on of It without firing a gun, or spilling a drop of blood, in which he 
most truly rejoioes, and for the present will be oonddered as governor of the 
terruoiy* 

Qbrm at Sante F^ Ae capital of the territoiy of New Mexico, this 83id ef 
August ISM, and mtiie 71st year of the independence of the United States. 

By tiw Governor, 

8. W. Kbassbt, Brif^Ctaik 
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States ariillery, and a volunteer company or infantry, from New York, 
received orders to co-operate wilh him, by sea. Before, however, 
the lalter companies had left die United Stales, a stnall naval force 
goder Commodore Sloai. and a small land fon-e under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fremont, had acquired possession of tioih Califoroias, 

Early in the spring of 184ri, Captain John C. Fremooi, since 
Ueutenanti-Colonel, was despatched by the War Department upmi 
an exploring expedition to the countries bordering upon the PaciBc 
and lying westward of the United States. Hardly had he entered 
Caliromia, when he received information that General Castro, with a 
lai]je force, was advancing to drive hiiii from the territory. Colonel 
Fremont waa in no condition to act ag^iinst this force ; his inienlioiia 
in entering the territory had been entirely pacific, and his whole fiirce 
was but sixty-two men : with this litde band, however, he determined 
to await the attack of General Castro, and accordingly look poeitkni 
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on a mountain, distant about thirty miles from Monterey, the eaphal 
of California, where he intrenched himself and raised the flag of Ibe 
United States. 

On the 11th of June, 1846. a convoy of two hundred horses for 
Castro's camp, with an officer, and fourteen men, were surprised and 
captured by twelve of Colonel Fremont's party. On the Idth* at 
daybreak, the military pass of Sanoma was also surprised and taken, 
with nine brass cannon, two hundred and fifty stand of muskets, 
with some officers, men, and munitions of war. 

Leaving a small garrison at Sanoma, Colonel Fremont advanced 
to the American fork of the Sacramento, eighty miles distant from 
Sanoma. Scarcely had he arrived there, when an express reached 
him, that Castro was preparing to attack the little gairison at 
Sanoma. He immediately set out for that place, and arrived there 
on the 25th, with ninety riflemen who had been obtained from the 
American settlers in the valley. A party of twenty was now sent oat 
to reconnoitre ; and fell in with a squadron of seventy dragoons, all of 
Castro's force that had crossed the bay of San Francisco, attacked 
and defeated it, killing and wounding five, without harm to themselves. 
Immediately afler this defeat. General Castro, with his force, retreat- 
ed to Santa Clara, an intrenched post on the south side of the bay of 
San Francisco. His force consisted of four hundred men, with two 
pieces of field artillery. 

The country north of the bay being cleared of the enemy. Colonel 
Fremont determined to advance and attack General Castro at Santa 
Clara. On the 6th of July the pursuit was commenced by a body 
of mounted riflemen, commanded by Colonel Fremont in person, 
, who in three days arrived at the American settlements on the Rio de 
los Americanos. Here he learned that Castro had abandoned Santa 
Clara, ^and was retreating south towards Ciudad de los Angelos, (the 
city of the Angels,) the seat of the governor-general of the Californias, 
and distant nearly four hundred miles. 

Colonel Fremont instantly resolved to pursue him to that place. 
At the moment of departure, he received the gratifying intelligence 
that war had been declared with Mexico ; that Monterey, in Cali- 
fomia, had been taken by a naval force under Commodore Sloat, and 
ihe flag of the United States raised fliere on the 7th of July, and 
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* dMl the fleet would eoH>p«rate in the punuh of Qenenl Oeetoo mi 
lus Ibfoes* 

Shortly after the occopatioa of MoDteny* Commodora StDekkNi 
took ccMDiiiaiid of the eqaadnm in the Paeific» and Commodwe 8ioat 
sailed for the United States. The combined purrait of Castio wae 
rapidly continued, and on the 12th of Angoat, Commodoie Stoekton 
and Colonel Ffemont, with a detachment of marines from die sqoft- 
dnm, and some riflemen, entered the ** city of the Angeb" withovl 
resistance ; the Governor-General Pico, the Commandanl-Genenl 
Castro, and all the Mexican authorities having fled and disperMd. 
Commodore Stockton took possession of the whole country as a coo- 
quest of the United States, and appointed Colonel Fremont governor^ 
under the law of nations, to assume the functions of that office when 
he (Stockton) should return to the squadron. 

Thus in the short space of sixty days firom the first deoisiTe 
movement, this conquest was achieved by a small body of menf to 
an extent beyond their most ardent expeetatioos. The Mexican au- 
thorities proclaimed it a conquest, not only of the northern provinossy 
but of the whole of the Cdifomids. 

Very little resistance was made to the advances of the Americans 
in the northern provinces of Mexico, until the beginning of the year 
1847, when the inhabitants of New Mexico and Chihuahua made 
several desperate attempts to recover possession of their soil, but 
they were defeated in every engagement. 

On the 24th of January, 1 847, at the village of La Canada, thirty 
miles from Santa Fe, an engagement took place between a small 
force of the Americans (200 men) under Colonel Price, and a body 
of 2000 Mexicans and Indians. As the Americans approached the 
village, they found the enemy posted on the hills in every direction, 
and in most advantageous positions. The artillery was soon broo^t 
to bear upon them, and the fight lasted about an hour, when the 
enemy fled over the distant hills so fast that it was found impossible 
to overtake them. The Americans lost not a single man, while the 
enemy acknowledged a loss of 36 killed and 45 wounded. 

On the 20th, another engagement took place at the village df El 
Bmbudo, between a large body of Mexicans and a small force under 
the command of Captain Baigwin. The Americans had to diinb 
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mmp mouituiiit rai^witiqg tbe uwdfi bjr ike buahwy to ifiiiliw%in 
the enemyt who were finally rooted widi a lorn of twenty killed, and 
dboatfliztywoiuidedv many of them mortally. The AmerieaiMi had 
bol one man killed and one womided. 

Another engagement took place on the 3d of Fdwiuoy, at the 
atioqgly fortified village of Puebiade Taos. The aUadc oommeooed 
aboat two o'clock, f. ■., and was oontinned until daik. Early on 
die next moniipg the battle was renewed, and eontinned with ooea* 
flionid intervals, until daik, at which time the Americans, with ▼erj 
litde loss, had forced their way into the village. The next momiii^ 
the enemy sued for peace, delivered the government into the hands 
of the Americans, and thus ended the campaign in New Meicioo. 

In the department of Chihuahua the Americans met with very 
little resistance until the eaiiy part of the year 1847, when the 
enemy occupied and fortified the ridge and neighboring heights about 
Sacramento. Their intrendiments and redoubts commanded the 
l»ow of an elevation extending across the rid^ between the Arroyo 
Seoo and that of Sacramento— both of which cross the valley firom 
the elevated ridge of mountains in the rear of the village of TorreoD, 
known by the name of the Sierra de Yictorianto, &at of Nombreo 
de Dies on the east, and through which runs the Rio del Nombreo 
de Dios. This valley is about four miles in width, and was in- 
trenched by the Mexicans entirely across firom mountain to mountain, 
the road to the city of Chihuahua running directly through its centre. 
The Mexican right and left were strong positions — ^the Sierra Fri- 
joles on their right, having high precipitous sides, with a redoubt 
commanding the surrounding country, and the pass leading towards 
Chihuahua, through the Arroyo Seco. On their left, the Sierre Sa- 
cramento, consisting of a pile of volcanic rocks, surmounted by a 
battery, commanded the main road to Chihuahua. Their intrench- 
ments extended nearly two miles, and were supported by 3000 
infantry and cavalry. On the 28th of February, a force of the 
Americans, many times inferior in numbers to that of the enemy, 
advanced to attack this wdl fortified position. Crossing the Arroyo 
Seco, without reach of the enemy's fiie, the Ameridtos rapidly ad- 
vanced towards the table land between the Seco and Sacramento, and 
before they could be prevented by the enemy, by a rapid movement, 
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flM0d upon a hrarMe porition, and at oooe opened a hmwj ftn 
opcNi a body of the enemy's cavalry tfiat wen nfkSky wdywaaag to 
diaige Iheiriear. 

This fire broke ^ ranks of the caTalry, and they fled in oonAwkm 
behind their intrenchments. 

The Mexicans now rapidly deployed into finey bringing np their 
artillery from behind the intrenchments, from which they opened a 
heavy fire upon the American line, mainly directed upon the battery, 
bat with litde effect The fire of the Americans dismounted one of 
the «[iemy's pieces, dispersed the cavalry, and drove the in&ntry 
£r-om its position, forcing it again to retire behind the intrenchments. 
The firing on both sides now ceased for some time, the enemy, dur- 
ing the cessation, removing his cannon and Woimded, while the 
Americans moved towards the right, for the purpose of securiqg a 
more advantageous position. The moment this object was gained, 
a rapid charge was made upon the enemy's left, and a heavy fire of 
grape and canister opened into his ranks, which was returned, but 
without effect. The Americans now advanced upon the intrench- 
ments, pouring forth so destructive a fire that the enemy were 
driven from theic breastworks in great confusion. Simultane- 
ously with this, successful charges were made against the right and 
centre. The Mexicans vacated all of their intrenchments, and, de- 
serting their guns, were hotly pursued towards the mountains beyond 
the Sierra Frijoles, and down Arroyo Seco la Sacramento, by both 
wings of the American army. To cover their retreat they had 
taken the heaviest of the cannon from the intrenchments to the Sierra 
Sacramento, which now opened a heavy fire upon the pursuing 
Americans, but it was returned with such briskness and precision 
that the battery was soon silenced, and the enemy seen precipitately 
retreating. 

We will now glance at the most important movements of Colonef 
Doniphan, which we have reserved for a separate paragraph, in 
order to present them in one view. He had been detached with a 
party of about six hundred men, of whom one hundred were from 
Santa Fe, under Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell, and the remainder 
were his own troops. On the 25th of December, 1846, he was 
met by about eleven hundred Mexicans from the city of Chlhaahua, 

19 
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to whom he gave battle* At the commencement of the attack hm 
men were in great confusion, but being called together immediatdy, 
and drawn up as infantry, they received three fires from the ensmy 
with great firmness, and then poured forth such a volley as broke 
the entire line of the enemy. After the third fire Captain Reid 
made a gallant charge with sixteen mounted men, and killed several 
of the enemy, and captured some mules and horses, and a mole 
load of powder. A full account of the battle, which lasted about 
half an hour, is given in the foUowing report : 

DxTAcnvBXTT Of Mo. LioHT Artiluikt, 
Camp bdaw BraeUot Rio Grande, Dee* 26, 1646. 

Dear Sir : — I can only write to you a few lines, being upon the 
point of breaking up camp. Our detachment at Fray Cristobal, 
overtook Colonel Doniphan's command. Major Gilpin with, two 
hundred and fifly men, had previously left for £1 Paso, and Colo- 
nel Jackson was following with two hundred. Colonel Doniphan 
had one hundred and fifty men with him, the remainder of his regi- 
ment being sick, attending on sick, or detached through the country. 
From Fray Cristobal our detachment marched with Colonel Doni- 
phan south ; when at the Laguna of the Jornada del Muerte, news 
reached us through an express sent by Major Gilpin, that the Mex- 
icans had determined to resist at El Paso, and had collected a conside- 
rable number of troops^ intending to give us battle. An express had 
been sent to Santa Fe for part of the artillery under Major Clarke, 
but no news had as yet reached us from them, so that the detach- 
ment of thirty men from the three companies of our corps are all 
that are here from the battalion. At the southern end of the Jor- 
nada, ten miles north of Don Ana, the traders had encamped. 
Contradictory rumors of the enemy's approach reached us daily. 

Yesterday, (Christmas,) when we had just arrived in camp here, 
with about six hundred men, had unsaddled our animals, and most 
of the men were engaged in carrying wood and water, the newt 
was brought into camp, that the enemy were near, and advancing. 
It was about two o'clock, p. h., and the day wa^ very pleasant. 
Our horses grazing some distance from camp, at the time, we 
formed a single line, and determined to meet the enemy as infantry. 
Their attack being evidently designed on the left fiank, near which 
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was our wagon train, our detachment was ordered from the eslreme 
ri^t to the left, where we soon look up our position. One pieee 
of arlilleiy, four hundred and ninety regular lancers and iravalry, 
and one hundred regular infaniry, beaidea some five hundred miliiia 
tnraps from El Paso, coinpoBed the enemy's forces, according to 
ihe beat information I can obtain from reports of prisoners and from 
papers found amongat the baggage on the field of battle. The enemy 
ranged Uiemselves on the east, within half a mile of our line, ihe 
mountains in their rear. In our rear was the river with a little 
brushwood on its banks. 

Previous to the encounter, a lieutenant from the ranka came for- 
ward, waving a black flag in his hand, but halted when wiiliin one 
hundred steps of our line. Thomas Caldwell, oiir interpreter, rode 
out to meet hjni. The messenger with the black flag of defiance 
demanded that the commander shauld come into their camp and 
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■peak fo their general. The reply was— * If your general wants to 
Bee our commaiider, let him come here.' ' We shall break your 
ranks then and take him there,' was the retort of the Mexican. 
* Gome and take him/ said the interpreter, unwittin^y using the 
words of the Spartan at Thermopylse. * A curse on you, prepare 
for a charge,' cried the Mexican, ' we give no quarters and ask 
none,' and waving his black flag gracefully over his head, he gal- 
loped back towards the enemy's line. Their charge was made by 
the dragoons from tlieir right, directed upon our left flank, bringing 
our detachment into the closest fire. Their infantry, with one 
howitzer with them, at the same time attacking our right flank. 

Their charge was a handsome one, but was too well, too coolly 
met to break our line. After their fire had been ispent, their front 
column being at about one hundred steps from the front of our flank, 
our line poured a volley into them, which being a few times repeated, 
created such havoc in their columns, that their forces wheeled to 
the left, retreating from our fire, and in their flight made an attack 
on the provision train. Here they met with a very warm recep- 
tion, and were soon compelled to fly in all directions, and in the 
ntmost confusion. Their infantry having been put to flight, the 
Howard company, under the command of Lieutenant N. Wright, 
taking advantage of the panic, charged upon tliem, and captured 
their cannon, which was soon manned by the artillery detachment, 
mider Lieutenant Kribben, in Colonel Mitchell's escort. The 
enemy had by this time fled, leaving their arms, baggage, provi- 
sicms, and other stores on the field of battle. 

A small body of mounted men, under the command of Captain 
Reid, had by this time gathered together in a line, and charged upon 
the enemy, pursuing them into the mountains, where they sought 
refuge. The number of their dead is said to be at least thirty, 
that of their wounded was slight, as far as ascertained. Had we 
had a single piece of cannon with us, they would have lost more 
of their men, but having no artillery on our side, we had to act as 
infantry until we got possession of the howitzer so gallandy cap* 
tared by the Howard company. 

We lost not a single man, and had but seven slightly wounded, 
took eight pnscHiers, six of whom died last night. Thus ended 
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the batde of Bracilo, the tmi battle of the aimy of the wast, aid 
tf htsfdy fought by oar men ae ever men fought at aiij engage- 
ment" 

The force which engaged Odonel Doniphan was nndoubledly 
port of a large number of troope who had been appointed to aid 
the diesatisfied of New Mexico* m their oppoeition to the lately 
estaUished American government A plan for that porpoae had 
long been in operation among the greater portion of die inhaiwtMitii^ 
but after some of the leaders were detected* it was in a great m e a aur a 
bnd[en up. 

After the batde, the Americana hastened toward La Paso* in the 
bope of overtaking a large body of Mexicans* said to be posted 
theie. He took possession of the pass with but little trouble, and 
was soon joined by Major M« Lewis Clarke* which augmented his 
force to nearly one thousand men. His attack upon the city of 
Chihuahua* with this force, detailed in his official report* as fol- 
lows: 

Hbas-Qvabtibs ot ths Ammt IV GaiHtrAHUA, 
City of Chikuakua, Marth 4^ 1847. 

I have the honcnr to report to you the movements of the army under 
my command since my last official report 

On the evening of the 8th of February* 1847* we left the town 

of Ell Paso del Norte, escorting the merchant train or caravan of 

Bbout three hundred and fifteen wagons for the city of Chihuahua. 

Oar force consisted of nine hundred and twenty-four effective men, 

one hundred and seventeen officers and privates of the artillery* 

ninety-ihree of Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell's escort* and the re* 

mainder the first regiment Missouri mounted volunteers. We pro* 

gressed in the direction of this place until the 25th* when we were 

infimned by our spies that the enemy, to the number of fifteen bun- 

died men were at^ Inseneas, the country-seat of Crovemor Trias* about 

twenty-five miles in advance. 

When we arrived on the evening of the 26th near that point* we 
found that the force had retreated in the direction of this city. We 
were also informed that, there was no water between the point we 
were at and that occupied by the enemy ; we therefore determined 
to hilt nntil morning. At sunrise on the 28th, the last day of 
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February, we took up the line of march, and formed the whole tmiii» 
oonaisting oi three hundred and fifteen heavy traders^ wagons aod 
our commissary and company wagons, into four columns, thus short- 
ening our line so as to make it mcnre easily protected. We placed 
the artillery, and all the command except two hundred cavalry 
pn^>er in the intervals between the columns of wagons. We thus 
fully concealed our force and its position, by masking our force with 
the cavalry. When we arrived within three miles of the enemy, 
we made a reconnoisance of his position, and of the arrangement of 
his forces. This we could easily do— the road leading throu^ an 
open prairie valley between sterile mountains. The pass o£ the 
Sacramento is formed by a point of the mountains on bur right, their 
left extending into the valley or plain so as to narrow the valley to 
about one mile and a half. On our left was a deep, dry, sandy 
channel of a creek, and between these points the plain rises to sixty 
feet abrupdy. This rise is in the form of a crescent, the convex 
part being to the north of our forces. On the right from the point 
of mountains, a narrow part of the plain extends north one mile 
and a half further than on the left. The main road passes down the 
centre (^ the valley and across the crescent, near the left or dry 
branch. The Sacramento rises in the mountains on the right, and 
the road falls on to it about one mile below the battle-field or intrench- 
ment of the enemy. We ascertained that the enemy had one battery 
of four guns, two nine and six pounders, on the point of the moun- 
tain to our right (their left) at a good elevation to sweep the plain, 
and at a point where the mountains extended farthest into the plain. 
On our left they had another battery on an elevation commanding the 
road, and three intrenchments of two six pounders ; and on the brow 
of the crescent, near the centre, another of two six and two four, 
and six culverins or rampart pieces mounted on carriages ; and on 
the crest of the hill, or ascent between the batteries, and on the rig^t 
and left they had twenty-seven redoubts dug. and thrown up, extend- 
ing at short intervals across the whole ground. In these their 
in&ntry weae placed, and were entirely protected. Their cavalry 
was drawn up in front of the redoubts in the intervals four deep, and 
in the front of the redoubts two deep, so as to mask them as far as 
possible. When we had arrived within one and a half miles of the 
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btrenchments along the main road, we advanced the ctTalry slill 
ftrth^r, and suddenly diverged with the oolumna to the right, so as 
to gain the narrow part of our ascent on our right, which the enemy 
dseovering, endeavored to prevent by moving forward with one 
thousand cavalry, and four pieces of cannon in their rearrmasked 
by them. Our movements were so rapid, that we gained the elev»> 
tion with our forces and the advance of our wagons in time to form 
before 'they arrived within reach of our guns. The enemy halted, 
and we advanced the head of our column within twelve hundred 
yards of them, so as to let our wagons attain the highlands and fonn 
as before. 

We now commented the action by a brisk fire from oar battery, 
and the enemy luunasked and commenced also. Our fires proved 
efiective at this distance, killing fifteen men, wounding others, ai^ 
disabling one of the enemy's guns. We had two men slightly 
wounded, and several horses and mules killed. The enemy then 
slowly retreated behind their works in some confusion, and we 
resumed our march in our former order, still diverging more to the 
right to avoid their battery on our left (their right,) and their strongest 
redoubts, which were on the left near where the road passes. After 
marching as far as we safely could without coming in range of their 
beavy battery on our right, Captain Weightman of the artillery was 
ordered to charge with the two twelve pound howitzers, to be sop- 
ported by the cavalry under Captains Reid, Parsons, and Hudson. 
The howitzers charged at full speed, and were gallantly sustained 
by Captain Reid, but by some misunderstanding my order was not 
given to the other two companies. Captain Hudson anticipating my 
order, charged in time to give ample support to the howitzers. 
Captain Parsons at the same moment came to me and asked per- 
mission for his company to charge the redoubts immediately to the 
Wft of Captain Weightman, which he did very gallantly. The 
remainder of the two battalions of the first regiment were dismounted 
during the cavalry charge, and following rapidly on foot, and Major 
Clarke advancing as fast as practicable with the remainder of the 
battery, we charged their redoubts from right to left with a brisk and 
deadly fire of riflemen ; while Major Clarke opened a rapid and well 
Erected fire on a column of cavabry attempting to pass to our lefl so 
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ai lo attack the «i|j[Oiis and pur rear. The fire was so wdl diredad 
aa to force them to fall baokf and our riflemen, with the cavahy and 
howitxera cleared after an obstinate resistance. Our forces advanced 
to ^ yfxf brink of their redoubtSt and attacked them with their 
aabres. When the redoubts were cleared, and the batteries in the 
centre and on our left were silenced, the main battery on our ri^t stOl 
continued to pour in a constant and heavy fire as it had done during 
the heat of -the engagement, but as the whole fate of the battle de- 
pended upon carrying the redoubts and centre battery, this one on the 
light remained unattacked, and the enemy had rallied there five hun- 
dred strong. 

Major Clarke was directed to commence a heavy fire upon it, 
while Lieutonant-Coloneb Mitchell and Jackson, commanding the 
first battalion, were ordered to remount and chaige the battery on the 
left, while Major Gilpin was directed to pass the second battalion 
on foot up the rough ascent of the mountain on the opposite aide. 
The fire of our battery was so efiective, as to completely silenee 
theirs, and the rapid advance of our column put them to flight over 
to the mountains in great confusion. 

Captain Thompson of the first dragoons acted as my aid and 
adviser on the field during the whole engagement, and was of the 
most essential service to me ; also Lieutenant Wooster of the United 
States army, who acted very coolly and gallantly. Major Campbell, 
of Springfield, Missouri, also acted as a volunteer aid during part of 
the time, but left me and joined Captain Reid in his gallant charge. 
Thus ended the battle of Sacramento. The force of the enemy was 
twelve hundred cavalry from Durango .and Chihuahua, with the 
•Vera Cruz dragoons, twelve hundred infantry from Chihuahua, t>4we 
hundred artillerists, and fourteen hundred and twenty rancheros, 
badly armed with lassos, lances, and machitoes, or com knives; 
ten pieces of artillery, two nine, two eight, four six, and two four 
pounders, and six culverins or rampart pieces. Their forces were 
commanded by Major^Greneral Hendea, general of Durango, 
Chihuahua, Sonora, and New Mexico ; Brigadier>General Jastimam, 
Brigadier-General Garcia Conde, formeriy minister of war for the 
republic of Mexico, who is a scientific man, and planned this whde 
field of defence ; General Uguerte, and Governor Trias, who acted 
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18 a brigadkr-f eneral on Ihe field, and edknels «k1 other oflSeen 

without number. 

Oar force wae nine hundred and twenty^foar efTective men, at 
least one hundred of whom were engaged in holding hones and 
driving teams. The loss of the enemy was his entire artillery, ten 
wagons, masses of beans and pinola, and other Mexican provisions, 
about three hundred Killed, and about the same number wounded* 
many of whom have since died, and forty prisoners. 

The field was literally covered with the dead and wounded from 
our artillery, and the unerring fire of our riflemen. Night put a stop 
to the carnage, the battle having commenced about three o'clock. 
Our loss was one killed, one mortally wounded, and seven so 
wounded as to recover wiQiout any loss of limbs. I cannot speak 
too highly of the coolness, gallantry, and bravery of the officers and 
men under my command. 

I was ably sustained by the field officers Lieutenant-Colonels 
Mitchell and Jackson of the first battalion, and Major Gilpin of the 
second battalion. Major Clarke and his artillery acted nobly, and 
did the most effective service in every part of the field. It is abun- 
dantly shown in the chai^ made by Captain Weightman with the sec- 
tion of howitzers, that they can be used in any charge of cavalry with 
great effect. Much has been said, and j ustly said, of the gallantry of our 
artillery unlimbering within two hundred and fifty yards of the enemy 
at Palo Alto ; but how much more daring was the charge of Captain 
Weightman, when he unlimbered within fifty yards of the redoubts 
of the enemy. 

On the 1st day of March we took formal possession of the capital 
of- Chihuahua in the name of our government. We were ordered 
^y General Kearney to report to General Wool at this place. Since 
our arrival we hear he is at Saltillo, surrounded by the enemy. Our 
present purpose is either to force our way to him, or to return by 
Bexar, as our term of service expires on the last day of May next. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. W. Doniphan, 
Colonel Ist Regt Mo. ToL 
Brig. Gen. R. Joirx8, Adjt Gen. U. 8. A. 

20 
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Tlie following b a tnnslatbii of Colonel Doniphan's prodamatiQii 
to the inhabitants of the newly conquered province. ^ 



PROCLAMATION, 

Ofiht CommanderAinrtikief of the North American fircea in Chihuahua* 

The Commancler-in-chief of the American forces in Cliihuahna 
announces to all the citizens of that state, that he has taken militaiy i 
possession of the capital, and has the pleasure of assuring them thati( 
in it complete tranquilUty exists. ^ 

He invites all tlie citizens to return to their houses, and continue 
in their ordinary occupations, promising to them security of person, 
property, and religion. 

He declares also in the name of his government, that having* taken 
possession of the capital since he conquered the forces of the state, 
he holds possession of the whole state. 

He invites all the citizens, pueblos, and rancheros to continue 
their trade, coming to this capital to buy and sell just as they did 
before recent occurrences, for no one will be molested or annoyed 
in any thing, as he before has explained ; that the property of each 
person will be respected, and that in case the troops of his command 
need any thing, the value of it will be paid at its just price with all 
punctuality. 

He pledges himself in like manner that the American troops will 
punish promptly every excess committed either by the savage Indians 
or any other individuals. 

He again assures all good citizens, that we war only against the 
army, and not against individual citizens who are unarmed. For 
this we exact only, not that any Mexican should take up arms 
against his country, but that in case of actual war he should remain 
neutral ; for it must not, on the contrary, be expected that we shall 
respect the rights of those who take up arms against our views. 

Alexander W. Doniphan, 

6eiieral-iii-Chie£ 
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The foQowii^ letter defines the instmctioiis of the eoloiMl,asiP«ll 
pi his situation afler the action o£ Sacramento. 

HsAs-QoARTsms or ths Army i« CmtmuAMUAt 
City of Chihuakua, Mark 900,^847. 

Snt :— ^The forces nndermy command are a portbn of the Missouri 
rohmteers, called into service for the purpose of invading New 
Mexico, under the command of Brigadier-Oeneral Kearney. After 
Ale conquest of New Mexico, and before General Kearney's departure 
for California, information Was received that another r^gfiment, and 
■I extra battalion of Missouri volunteers, would follow us to Santa 
Fe. The service of so laige a force being wholly unnecessary in 
■tiiat state, I prevailed on Oeneral Kearney to onler my regiment to 
report to yon at this city. The order was given on the 23d of Sep- 
^^smber, 1846, but after the general arrived at La Juga, in the 
iWDtherh part of the state, he issued an order requiring my regiment 
i to make a campaign into the country inhabited by the Navejo Indians, 
lying between the waters of the Rio del Norte and the Rio Colorado 
of the west. This campaign detained me untfl the 14th of Deoem- 
J»r> before onr return to the Del Norte. We immediately com- 
menced our march for El Paso del Norte, with about eight hundred 
nflemen. AU communications between Chihuahua and New Mexico 
were entirely prevented. On the 26th of December, 1846, my 
van-guard was attacked at Brazito by the Mexican forces from thb 
state. Our force was about four hundred and fifty, and the force of 
^ enemy eleven hundred. The engagement lasted about forty 
nunutes^ when the enemy fled, leaving sixty-three killed and since 
^^ one hundred and fifty wounded, and one howitzer, the only 
piece of artillery in the engagement on either side. On the 29th 
I '^^ entered £1 Paso without further opposition, and from the prisoners 
^ others I learned that you had not marched upon this state. I 
^^ determined to order a battery and a hundred artillerists from 
New Mexico. They arrived at El Paso on the 5th of February, 
^hen we took up the line of march for this place. A copy of my 
official report of the battle of Sacramento, enclosed to you, will show 
you all our subsequent movements up to our taking military posses- 
•wn of this capital. The day of my arrival I had determined to 
*^ an express to you forthwith, but the whole intermediate country 
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WW in the hands of the enemy, and we were cat ofl^ and had been 
for many months, from all information respectiDgthe American anny. 
Mexican reports are never to be fully credited, yet torn all we could 
learn, we^id not doubt that you would be forced by overwhdming 
numbers to abandon Saltillo, and of course we could send no express 
under such circumstances. On yesterday we received the first even 
toleraUy rdiable information, that a batde had been fought near 
Saitillo between the American and Mexican forces, and that Santa ^ 
Anna had probably fallen back on San Louis de Potosi. 

My position here is exceedingly embarrassing. In the first place, 
most of the men under my command have been in service since die 
1 St of June, and have never received one cent of pay. Their marches 
have been hard, especially in the Navajo country, and no forages 
so that they are litendly without horses, clothes, or money — nothing 
but arms and a disposition to use them. They are all volunteers, 
officers uid men, and although ready for any hardships or danger, 
are wholly unfit to garrison a town or city. " It is confusion, worse 
confounded." Having performed a march of more than two thou- 
sand miles, and their term of service rapidly expiring, they are resdess 
to join the army under your command. Still we cannot leave this 
point safely for some days — the American merchants here oppose 
it violendy, and have several hundred thousand dollars at stake. 
They have sent me a memorial, and my determination has been 
made known to them. A copy of both they will send you. Of 
one thing it is necessary to inform you. The merchants admit that 
their goods could not be sold here in five years : if they go south 
they will be as near to the markets of Durango and Zacatecas as 
they now are. I am anxious and willing to protect the merchants 
as far as practicable, but I protest against . remaining here as a mere 
wagon guard, to garrison a city with troops wholly unfitted for it, . 
and who will soon be wholly ruined by improper indulgences. Hav- 
ing been originally ordered to this point, you know the wishes of the 
government in relation to it, and of course your orders will be 
promptly and cheerfully obeyed. I fear diere is ample use Cor as 
with you, and we would gready prefer joining you before our term 
of service expires. 

AH inf<Hrmation relative to my previous operations, present ooD* 
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Aion, &c.t win be given yoa by Mr. J. GoQiiifl, die bearer oftheee 
despatches. He is a highly honorable geademaniy and was an 
amateur soldier at Sacramento. 

Hie Mexicans report your last batde as having been highly 
farorable to themselves, bat taking it for granted that they never 
report the trath, we have fired a salute for our victory, in honor of 
yourself and General Taylor, presuming from report thai yon wave 
both present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. DomPHAN, 

Gomd'g 1st Ragt MiMoaii Mounled Yohmlssra. 
B4g. GeiL WooK, U. & A. 

The following excellent remarks upon this expedition of Cdonel 
Doniphan, we copy from the New York Evening Post When aQ 
the circumstances are carefully weighed, we think the eulogy will 
be considered as very little overwrought 

Xenophon and Doniphan. — These are the names of two mili- 
aiy commanders who have made the most extraordinary marches, 
known in the annals of the warfare of their times. Colonel Xeno- 
phon, as, in modem phrase, he has justly a right to be called, lived 
about one hundred years earlier than the Christian era. Bom in 
Oreece, and educated under Socrates as a favorite pupil, he, at the 
age of nearly forty years, joined a regiment of Greeks who had 
enlisted under Cyrus the younger, for a campaign, as it was pre- 
tended, against the Pisidians, but in reality against Persia, as the 
Greeks soon dbcovenxl after their march had begun. The object 
of Cyrus, as our rea&ers well know, was to dethrone his brother, 
^e king of Persia. Afler a long march through Asia Minor, Syria, 
and the sandy tract east of the Euphrates, the two brothers met at 
^unaxa, not far from Babylon. Cyrus fell in the almost bloodless 
battle that ensued, Ills baibarian troops were discouraged and dis- 
pcTsed, and the Greeks -were lefl alone in the centre of the Persian 
empire. The Greek officers were soon massacred by the treachery 
Qf the Persians. Xenophon stepped forward, and soon became 
one of the most active leaders, and under his judicious guidance 
the Greeks effected their retreat northward across the high lands of 
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Annenia, and arrived at Treb^od, on tbe soulheast coast of the 
Black Sea. 

From thence they proceeded to Chrysopolis» opposite Constanti- 
nople. Both Colonel Xenophon and the regiment, consisting of about 
five hundred men, were greatly distressed, having lost almost every 
thing excepting their lives and their arms. The length of the entire 
march of the Greek force, as nearly as we can now estimate it, 
was three thousand four hundred and sixty-five English miles. It 
was accomplished in fifteen months, and a laige part of it through 
an unknown, mountainous, and hostile country, and in an inclement 
season. The history of this march has survived the ravages of two 
thousand years, and as one of the best productions of a Greek 
scholar, is now used as a text book in our schools. • 

Turning now to the wonderful march of Colonel Doniphan, we 
find the first regiment of Missouri mounted volunteers mustered 
into the service of the United States at Fort Leavenworth, oh the 
6th of June, last year, and on the 22d of the same month they com- 
menced their march across the plains for Mexico. After a march 
of fifty-seven days duration they entered Santa Fe. On the 16th 
of the present month, we find this regiment at New Orleans, about 
to be dischaiged, as their enlistment for a year was nearly expired. 
In the mean time this body of men had fought three battles, viz : 
Brazito, Sacramento, and El Paso. That of Brazito was on Christ- 
mas day, and opened an entrance into El Paso del Norte. The 
Mexicans had twelve hundred and fifty men, and one piece of artil- 
lery ; the Americans four hundred and twenty-five infantry ; the 
piece of cannon was captured, and the Afexican army entirely de- 
stroyed. That of Sacramento was fought on the 28th of February. 
This battle— one of the most remarkable in the war, is familiar 
through the reports of Colonel Doniphan ai^d pther field officers. 
The battle of El Paso was fought about the 13th of May, by the 
advanced guard under Captain Reid ; the Americans had twenty- 
five mei^, and the Camanches sixty-five. The Indians were routed, 
and l^ft seventeen bodies on the field. Three hundred and fifty 
head of cattle, twenty-five Mexican prisoners, and a great deal of 
Mexipan plunder were captured. 
' f^e batde of Sacramento lasted three hours s|nc| a half^ and the 
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ilanghter of the Mexican anny cantinued until night put an end to 
the diaae. The men retained to the battle fidd after daik« com- 
pletdy worn oat and exhausted with fatigue. The Mexicana 
lost three huiidred men killed on the field, and a laige number of 
wounded, perhaps four hundred or five hundred, and aiity or 
seventy prisoners, together with a vast quantity of proviaiona, aeve> 
ml thousand dollars in money, fifty thousand head of sheep, fifteen 
hundred head of catde, one hundred mules, twenty wagons, twenty 
or thirty carts, twenty-five thousand pounds of ammunition, deven 
pieces of cannon, mostly brass six poundem, six wall pieces, one 
hundred stand of arms, one hundred stand o(/x>lors, and many other 
things of less note. 

This body of men conquered the states of New Mexico and Chi- 
hnahua, and traversed Durango and New lieon. In this march 
they travelled more than six thousand miles, consuming twelve 
months. During all this time not one word of information reached 
them from the government, nor any order whatsoever ; they neither 
received any supplies of any kind, or one cent of pay. They lived 
exclusively on the country through which they passed, and sup- 
plied themselves with powder and balls by capturing them from the 
enemy. From Chihuahua to Matamoras, a distance of nine hun- 
dred miles, they marched in forty-five days, bringing with them 
seventieen pieces of heavy artillery as trophies. 

It must be confessed that in many very important particulars these 

two expeditions differ from each other. One was the march of a 

conqueror, the other was the retreat of an inferior force. One was 

niade on horseback, and the other on foot, and at an inclement sea^ 

■on of the year. One was made at an early age of the worid, 

^hen military science was undeveloped, the other was made with 

all the advantages of modem improvements. But our object is not 

BO much to draw a comparison between these two expeditions as to 

iH)tice the circumstance that these two men, whose names are in 

^wnd so similar, have each performed the most wonderful march in 

llie annals of warfare. If Colonel Doniphan will now imitate the 

example of Colonel Xenophon, and give to the world as charming 

and as perfect a history of his expedition as the latter has done, 

^Bumkind two diousand years hence, will admire and honor him- 
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Such is the rapid and able iketch of ihia famoue march, as giren 
in the paper above quoted. Tbe grand outline is readily filled tip 
by the imagination of the reader. The long, long days of weary 
marching — the earuest longing for the sight of an enemy — the fierce 
encounter, hand to hand — the Aut and flight of the enemy — the 
rejoicing of the conqnerors over captured posts and cities — ihe suf- 
ferings of the wounded on the toilsome march — the hunger and 
thirst of their pr(^;ress over desolate mountains and arid plains ; — 
these form the light and shadow and the coloring of this grand hiB- 
tcsical picture. 



^'^^^ tib:w Yow7 



CHAPTER IX. 

~ "^ ""ajlor at iiSantttts- 

T the tim« when ihe important opera- 
tions recorded in the last chapter were 
in progress, events scarcely leas im- 
portsnl had been tranapiriog at the 
capital of Mexico. As is ever the caae 
with a revolutionary people, the ill 
success of their forces on the Bio 
Grande, had been attributed to the in- 
temioDal fault of the rulers; and the 
same party who had been initnunentil 
in die promotion of General Faredea to the presidential dignity, now 
damored loudly for his removal. Mexico presented a scene of 
21 161 
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diloider and aaBTchyi and amid the chaotic msM of rcTdntiona, 
the prttident waa hurried Trom his oflice lo give place to hia auoceav- 
ful opponent Jose Mariano de Salas. Paredes advanced lovard 
Queretaro, accompanied by fifty lanners, and a tew miUtary Trienda : 
but on his way he was intercepted, by a detatchment nf five hundred 
tioope, atid conveyed as a prisoner to the casUe of Perote. While 



at llie capital his situation was not at all enviable ; many were 
desirous of having bim executed as a traitor, and but for the inter- 
feienee of General Salas, who subaequently referred his case lo 
Santa Anna, this would probably have been done. The ex-president 
mbseqnendy esc^ied, and fled to Havana. 

lluB stale of thii^ seems lo haye been only the barttingorofa 
more important movement, whose object was lo reslpre to favor one, 
wboi allhougb he had long been known only as a doomed and 
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esdled traitor, yet now seems to have inspired a great majority of 
the Mexican people with the atmost confidence and enthosiasm 
towards him. This was Lopez de Santa Anna. He was recalled 
to Mexico, soon afler the active operations on the Rio Grande, and 
landed in Vera Cruz on the 16th of Augast, notwithstanding that 
port was then blockaded by the American Gulf squadron under 
Commodore Conner. He was here welcomed by the two sons of 
Salas, who had been sent by the president, expressly to welcome him* 
Sahs was an ardent admirer of Santa Anna, and declared that he 
held the government only as his representative. 

Soon after the arrival of this celebrated character, Salas issued a 
proclamation commandiDg Congress to convene, on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, m order to re-establish the old Constitudon of 1824, and affirm- 
ing that constitution to be in the meanwhile in operation. 

While at Vera Cruz, Santa Anna published an address to the 
people of Mexico, dated August 16th, ih which he expatiated at large 
on his former excellent goi^emment, the miseries brought on by 
misrule since his banishment, the plans he intended to pursue for 
the purpose of national regeneration ; the whold concluded with 
enthusiastic appeals to Mexican pride and patriotism. This address 
was conceived in good style, and is far more temperate, both in 
thought and language, than most Mexican proclamations. Some 
time after the issue of this paper, its author remained at his haciendOf 
near Vera Cruz, in order to recruit his health. He left in Septem- 
ber for the capital, and On the 14th reached Ayotla, a small town 
within about forty miles of )V!exico. Here he received a communica- 
tion from Almonte, the ad interim Secretary of war, proposing to 
him the supreme executive power or dictatorship, in the name of the 
provisional government of Salas. 

We insert the reply in full, as it exhibits not only the character 
of the man, but also the popular feeling toward the United States. 

General Saitta Aitita, Commander^n-chief of the LtberaHng Army, to 
General Almonte, Minister of War of the Republic of Mexico. 

Ayotla, 1 o'clock A. M., Sept 14th, 1846. 
Sir : — ^I have received your favor of this date, acknowledging a 
decree issued by the supreme government of the nation, embracuig 
a programme of the proceedings adopted to regulate a due celebration 
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* 

of the re-establishment of the constitution of 1824 ; the assiimption 
by myself of the supreme executive power, and the anniversary of 
the glorious cry of Dolores. 

My satisfaction is extreme to observe the enthusiasm with which 
preparations are made, to celebrate the two great blessings which 
have fallen upon this nation — her independence and her Uberty ; and 
I am penetrated witli the deepest gratitude to find that my arrival at 
the capital will be made to contribute to the solemnities of so great an 
occasion. In furtherance of this subject, I shall make my entry into 
the city td-morrow, at mid-day, and desire in contributing my share 
to the national jubilee, to observe such a course as shall best accord 
with my duties to my country — ^beloved of my heart — and with the 
respect due to the will of the sovereign people. 

I have been called by the voice of my fellow citizens, to exercise 
the office of commander-in-chief of the army of the repubUc. I was 
tax from my native land when iatelligence of this renewed confidence, 
and of these new obligations, imposed upon me by my country, 
was brought to me, and I saw the imminent dangers which sur- 
rounded her on all sides, and which formed the chief motive for 
calling me to the head of the army. I now see a terrible contest 
with a perfidious and daring enemy impending over her, in which 
the Mexican republic must reconquer the insignia of her glory, and 
a fortunate issue if victorious, or disappear from the face of the earth 
if so unfortunate as to be defeated. I also see a treacherous faction 
raising its head from her bosom, which in calling up a form of 
government detested by the united nation, provokes a preferable sub- 
mission to foreign dominion ; and I behold at last, that aAer much 
vacillation, that nation is resolved to establish her right to act for 
herself, and to arrange such a form of government as best suits her 
wishes. 

All this I have observed, and turned a listening ear to the cry of 
my desolated country, satisfied that she really needed my weak ser- 
vices at so important a period. Hence I have come without hesita- 
tion or delay to place myself, in subjection to her will, and, desirous 
to be perfectly understood upon reaching my native soil I gave a full 
and public expression of my sentiments and principles. The recep- 
tion which they met convinced me that I had not deceived jny self, 
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and I am now the more confirmed in them* not from havii^ givoi 
them more consideration, but because they have found a general echo 

in the hearts of my fellow citizens. 

I come then to carry my views into operation^ and in compliance 
with the mandate of my country. She calls me as commandeMn- 
chief of the army, and in that capacity I stand ready to serve. The 
enemy occupies our harbors — ^he is despoiling us of the richest of 
our territories, and threatens us with his domination. I go then to 
the head of the Mexican army, an army the offspring of a free 
people— and joined with it I will fulfil my utmost duty in opposing 
the enemy of my country. I will die fighting, or lead the valiant 
Mexicans to the enjoyment of a triumph to which they are alike en- 
titled by justice, by their warlike character, and by the dignity and 
enthusiasm which they have preserved of a free nation. The war 
is a necessity of immediate importance ; every day's delay is an age 
of infamy ; I cannot recede from the position which the nation has 
assigned me ;xl must go forward unless I would draw upon myself 
the censure due to ingratitude for the favors with which I have been 
overwhelmed by my fellow citizens ; or, unless I would behold her 
humbled, and sufiering under a perpetuation of her misfortunes. 

Your excellency will at once perceive how great an error I should 
commit in assuming the supreme magistracy, when my duty calls 
me to the field to fight against the enemies of the republic. 

I should disgrace myself if, when called to the point of danger I 
should spring to that of power ! Neither my loyalty nor my honor 
requires the abandonment of interests so dear to me. The single 
motive of my heart is to offer my compatriots the sacrifice of that 
blood which yet runs in my veins. I wish them to know that I 
consecrate myself entirely to their service, as a soldier ought to do, 
and am only further desirous to be permitted to point out the course 
by which Mexico may attain the rank to which her destinies call 
her. 

In marching against the enemy, and declining to accept of power, 
I give a proof of the sincerity of my sentiments ; leaving the nation 
her own mistress, at liberty to dispose of herself as she sees fit. The 
elections for members of congress to form the constitution which the 
people wish to adopt, are proceeding. That congress will now soon 
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oonvene» and while I shall be engaged in the conflict* in armed de- 
fence of her independence, the nation will place such safc^ards around 
her liberties as may best suit herself. 

If I should permit myself for a single moment to take the reins of 
government, the sincerity of my promises will be rendered question 
able, and no confidence could be placed in them. 

I am resolved that they shall no^ be falsified, for in their redemp- 
tion I behold the general good, as well a» my honor as a Mexican and 
a soldier : I cannot abandon this position. The existing government 
has pursued a course with which the nation has shown itself content, 
and I have no desire to subvert it by taking its place. I feel abri- 
dant pleasure in remaining where I am, and flatter myself that the 
nation will applaud my choice. I shall joyfully accept such tasks 
as she shall continue to impose upon me ; and while she is engaged 
in promoting the objects of civilization, I will brave every dagger in 
supporting its benefit even at the cost of my existence. 

Will your excellency have the goodness to tender to the supreme 
government my sincere thanks for their kindness ? I wiU personally 
repeat them to-morrow, for which purpose I propose to call at the 
palace. I shall there embrace my friends, and hastily pressing them 
to my -heart bid them a tender farewell, and set out for the scene of 
war, to lend my aid to serve my country, or to perish among the 
ruins. 

I beg to continue to your excellency assurances of my continued 
and especial esteem. 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. 

On the morning of the 15th the new dictator entered the capital 
amid the wildest demonstrations of popular enthusiasm. The people 
regarded him as their saviour, perfectly invincible in batde, and 
manifested the most unbounded attachment and veneration to his 
person, and his health was universally drank in full flowing cups. 

He immediately commenced arranging a plan of extensive opera- 
tions to raise money and forces for the conduct of the war. Previous 
to this, the following decrees had been circulated by General Salas 
in every part of Mexico, with a view of furthering the same object: 

Decrees (in substance) of August 28. — 1. Declaring that all 
Mexicans between the ages of eighteen and fifty years were under 
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obligations lo take up arros in defence of their counlry', wheoerer le- 
quired to do so. 

2. Declaring free from import dut^ for ods yeai, the importBlion 
into any part of the republic, as well u the sale in it, of muskets, 
carbines, sabrea, braas and iron cannon, with gun carnages, and in 
general, every species of warlike arms and projectiles ; and declaring 
that the government will purchase such quantity of the arms and 
projectiles referred lo, as it may require, and at such prices as may 
be ^reed upon by tiie importer or holders. 

3. Declaiing an extraordinary contingent of 30,000 men, to be 
contributed by the several slates. 

4. Giving pardon to all who may have deserted from the r^^ular 
army, provided that ihey give themselves up within three raonihe, 
and permitting them to serve in such corps as Ihey may select. 

Decree of Augtut 31s(, iasiied through the departmerU tf state. 
Declaring that all officers in civil or military employment, who shall 
r^use, without good cause in the opinion of the government, to 
render such services as may be required of them during the war lli 
which the republic is at present eng^ed, shall be dismissed frmn 
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their empbyments, and dedared incapable of being emi^yed boro- 
after as military officers ; being liable, moreoTer, to the pnniflhmftnt 
already proyided by law for such offences as they may have com- 
mitted. 

The people hailed these decrees with enthusiasm, and troop» 
and piovisions poured into Ban Luis so abundantly that the Dictator 
soon found himself at the head of nearly twenty thousand men* 
M The magazines of powder," says a Mexican paper, *' and the 
stores of balls and other missiles, are said to exceed belief. Svery 
piece of iron that could be found, is converted into pikes or oth» 
deadly weapons. Li one storehouse alone there are two hundred 
mechanics working day and night, moimting guns and manu&ctur- 
ing munitions of war. There are five hundred more at work on 
the fortifications, which are being strengthened in every possible man- 
ner. One thousand women, filled with enthusiasm in the national 
caus^, had come down to the camp from San Diego and Tlascala to 
aid in making articles for the soldiers, and working on the fordfica- 
tions. In one Btorfe there has been sold sixteen thousand daggers, 
bought by the country people, both men and women. In every 
direction we see them making lances, sharpening swords, and fixing 
fire-arms and other warlike arrangements." 

As we have stated, General Taylor remained for some time inac- 
tive at Monterey ; but upon learning the approach of a formidable 
Mexican army, he fortified himself more securely, and made every 
preparation for the expected visit. The enemy, however, not 
appearing, and there being the most pressing necessity for active 
operations, the General formed the bold plan of penetrating further 
into the enemy's country, and fighting him, if possible, on his own 
ground. 

On the 15th of December, the American arn/y left Monterey, 
and proceeded toward Victoria, near which General Taylor expected 
to find a Mexican force under General Urrea. On the 17th, he was 
ioined by the second regiment of infantry, and the second Tennes- 
see regiment of foot, who had marched from Gamargo. At Mate- 
morelos he received news from General Worth, that an attack by 
San(a Anna was daily expected at Saltillo ; he, therefore, fell back 
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<m Monterey, afkr haviog despatched Genenl Qoitman widi m field 

littteiy to join General Patlenon at Saltillo. 
Genend Wool now arriyed at that place with leinfotcemeiitf » 

and the enemy retired toward San Lais Potosi. General Taylor 
reoeived intelligence cyf these movements while on his march to 
Saltillo, and immediately resuming his original plan« reached Vio- 
toria on the 30th. 

While at this place the General received the Mowing letter from 
Major-General Scott, written before the latter set oat for Mexico ; 
its object is explained by the terms. 

Nxw YoBK, Not. 86, 18M. 
My Dear General : — I left Washington late in the day yester- 
day, and expect to embark for New Orleans the 30th instant. By 
the I2th of December I may be in that city, at Point Isabel the 
17tfa, and Camargo, say the 23d, in order to be within easy corres- 
ponding distance firom you. It is not probable that I may be able 
to visit Monterey, and circumstances may prevent your coming to 
me* I shall much regret not having an early opportunity of felici* 
tating you in person, upon your many brilliant achievements ; but 
we may meet somewhere in the interior of Mexico. 

I am not coming, my dear General, to supersede you in the im- 
mediate command, on the line of operations, rendered illustrious by 
you and your gallant army. My proposed theatre is different. You 
n^y imagine it ; and I wish very much that it were prudent, at 
^is distance, to tell you all I expect to attempt, or hope to execute. 
I have been admonished that despatches have been lost, and I have no 
special messenger at hand. Your imagination will be aided by the 

I letters of the Secretary of War, conveyed by Mr. Armistead, Major 

• Graham, and Mr. McLane. 

But, my dear General, I shall be obliged to take from you'most 
of the gallant officers and men, (regulars and volunteers,) whom you 

^ have so long and so nobly commanded. I am afraid that I shall 
^y imperious necessity — the approach of yellow fever on the Gulf 
coast— reduce you for a while to stand on the defensive. This will 

\ be infinitely painful to you, and for that reason distressing to me. 
Bnt I rely upon your patriotism to submit to the temporary sacrifice 

' ^th cheerfulness. No man can better afford to do so. Recent 

22 
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vietories place yoa on that high eminence ; and I even flatter myself 
that any benefit that may result to me personally from the unequal 
division of troops alluded to, will lessen the pain of your conseqaent 
inactivity. 

You^ will be aware of the recent call for nine raiments of aew 
volunteers, including one of Texas horse. The President may 
soon ask for many more, and we are not without hope that congress 
may add ten or twelve to the regular establishment. These by the 
spring, say April, may by the aid of large bounties, be in the field, 
should Mexico not earUer propose terms of accommodation ; and long 
before the spring (March) it is probable you will be again in force, 
to resume offensive operations. 

It was not possible for me to find time to write from Washington, 
as I much desired. I only received an intimation to hold myselFin 
preparation for Mexico, on the 18th instant. Much has been done 
towards that end, and more remains to be executed. 

Your detailed report of the operations at Monterey, and re^^y to 
the Secretary's despatch by Lieutenant Armistead, were both received, 
two days after I was instructed to proceed, south. 
In haste, I remain, my dear General, 

Yours, faithfuUy, 

WiNFiELD Scott* 

Major-General Z. T^tlor, 
U. 8. Anny, oommanding, d&c 

General Scott had been appointed by government to supersede 
General Taylor in the command of tlie army of occupation ; and 
the troops required above, were designed to co-operate with a land 
and sea force, shortly to attack, the city of Vera Cruz, and the Cas- 
Ue of San Juan D'UUoa. 

General Taylor was thus deprived of the services of General 
Worth,* and of nearly all those troops whom he had led through 

* Among those who left General Taylor at this time, was Gkh^brajl Wx. 
J. Worth, who h&d acted so hrilliant a part at Monterey. He was bom in 
New York, and had early the benefits of a good education. When quite 
young he was engap^ed as clerk in a mercantile house in Albany ; but pos- 
* sessing a passion for inilitary operations he entered the army in the commence- 
ment of the war with Great Britain, and through the influence of General 
Scott, he was appointed as first lieutenant of the tWenty-third infant^, on the 
19th of March, 1813. 
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«o manjr dsngen aEid priratinw, and whose velenn browi wtn 
surnMinded with laurels gatbered at Banca de b Paima, Uata- 
mcMU, and Monterey. The parting must hare been affectii^ ; and 

the address or the old hero proves that he feU it to be ; 

"It is with deep sensibility that the commanding general finds 
himself separated from the troops be «o loi^ ctnnnuuided. To 
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those corps, regular and volunteer, who have shared with him the 
active services of the field, he feels the attachment due to sueli 
aaeociaUons, while (o those who are making their Grat campaign, 
he must express his regret that lie cannot participate with them in 

At tlie nnguiimr? battle of Chippewa, Worth was B.ifl to General Scott, anil 
bctfe hiB full ahaje in its toils anj dangers. He was oflen in (he very hottAst of 
the QDgagemeDt, and in mentioned with distinction in the oETicial report of Gcn- 
eial Brown, die commanding officer. His service was lewardeil by govern- 
DWDt, and he received a commiuion as captain on the 5th of Jul;, 1B14, "for 
hia gallant and diirtinguiahed conduct on (he 5th of Julj, in the Isltla of Ch^ 

TliB »Bit important al&ii in whidi Worth was engaged, was the batlla of 
Kiagara. la thia he behaved with the game coolnsB and braTcrj which had 
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its erenlfiil scenes. To all, both offices and m^i, he extends his 
heartfelt wishes for their continued success and happiness, coDfiL- 

disting^uished him at Chippewa, and Uke his friend Geneial Soott, he Teetkmd 
■o severe a wtrand as to disable him from participating in the events whidi iA- 
lowed the battle. He was rewarded by a second brevet, dated on the 25th of 
Jolj, and promoting him to the rank of major. 

At the dose of the war, Major Worth was appointed militaiy instructor in 
the Military Academy at West Point, the difficult duties of which station he 
performed with judgment and general satisfaction. He was made a brevet 
lieutenant-colonel 25th July, 1824, major of ordnance in 1832, and on Uie 
7th of July, 1838, colonel of the eighth regiment of in&ntiy. 

Like so many brave officers of that time, Colonel Wortl^ was ordered to Flo- 
rida to participate in the war against the Seminoles. Notwithstanding that 
this country was one of the most un&vorable for the exercise of high military 
abilities, Worth soon compelled several parties of the Indians to surrender ; 
and on the 19th of April, 1842, he fought the battle of Palaklaklaha, with a 
large detachment oi Indians, whom he defeated, and subsequently obliged to 
sarrender. This battle closes his active duties in Florida. He had been ap- 
pointed brevet brigadier-general on the 1st of March, 184^. 

When Taylor was ordered to Corpus Christi, General Worth joined the 
army with him, and when the Americans reached the Rio Grande, he planted 
with his own hand, the national flag on the river, within one hundred and 
fiffy yards of the Mexican batteries. Some unfortunate circumstance having 
happened, concerning military etiquette. General Worth deemed it his duty 
to resign. This he did, however, in terms highly honorable to himself, as a 
soldier and patriot, assuring the commander, that although he had little fear of 
open hostilities with Mexico, yet should such occur, he would rejoice to have his 
resignation withdrawn. His letter concludes as follows : — <* If there is any 
form or manner, in which out of authority, I can serve you, it is haidiy 
necessary to say, with what alacrity I shall be always at your command. At 
the earliest moment when you feel assured that no conflict is at hand, or in 
prospective, I shall be much g^ratified by being allowed to retire, and not be- 
fore." 

General Taylor rej^d to him in a highly delicate and characteristic nun- 
ner, and General Worth returned to the United States. Here news of the 
investment of General Taylo| and of the events preceding the battles of the 
8th and 9th, disappointed his fond hope of peace, and he determined immedi- 
ately to rejoin the army. TMs intention was communicated to Adjutant-Gren- 
eral Jones in the following letter, dated May 9th, 6 o'clock, p. h. : 

" Sir : — Reliable information which I have this moment received from the 
head-quarters of the army in front of Matamoras, makes it not only my duty 
but accords with my inclhiation to request permission to withdraw my resigna- 
tion, and that I be ordered or permitted forthwith to return to, and take com- 
mand of, the troops from which I was separated on the 7th of April, by order 
No. 43, army of occupation, &c. <&c. <Sdc." 

The request of the General was granted, and he was ordered to proceed 
immediately to the seat of war. He left Washington on the 11th of May, 
and arrived at the camp in time to participate in the capture of Matamoras. 
His subsequent career is given in the text. 

It is one great proof of the talents of this able soldier, that instead of hastily 
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deat that their achievements on attother theatre will redoand to tha 
credit of their country and its arms." 

podiiiig his troops into danger in ocdar ta make np far Ua lata i narti i Uj . ha 
has eTer di^Iajed Ihe utoiDst juigaKOt andTegaidfat flwiiaafety. AttbabriL 
liant Msanlt on Ihe Bishop's Palace at Montenj, and nun latleitT at Ven 
Cmz, he baa won for biiruelf the character of an oBccr, to wliotn indaiuar hw 
eoaabj ma; look with confideace. 

B; the last advices General Worth had, in rompanj with General Sool^ 
advanced to Ihe pan of Rio Frio, en mule for the dty of Hexioa> There ia 
little doubt that we ihall aoon hear that he haa again dialiiigiiidMd himanlf 



CHAPTER X. 
ISaltU of =ButnB 'Fisla. 

[I N consequence of the withdrawal 
I of his forces by General Scott, 
General Taylor was obliged to fall 
back upon Monterey, where he 
remained until February. In that 
month he received reinforcements, 

I- and immediately determined to 
march at all hazards, towards Santa 
Anna's position. Accordingly he 
left Monterey at ihe head of five 
s thousand four hundred men, and 
" on the SOtli of February, waa at 
Agua Nueva, eighteen railue below SaltiUo. Here he received 
e that Santa Anna was then but thirty miles distant, and 
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rapidly advancing. He, theiefiHre» leA Agoa Nuefa, and look up 
a strong position at Buena Vi8ta« seven miles bebw SaltiUo. 

Tlie excellence of this station, as a battle ground, had been 
remarked by General Taylor, when passing it on his previoiw 
march, and the wisdom evinced in its choice has been a theme of 
aniversal admiration. The face of the country is every way adapted 
to interrupt the progress of an enemy's cavalry, and to diminish 
the advantages of a superiority in numbers. The mountains rise 
on either side of an irregular and broken valley, about three miles 
in width, dotted over with hills and ridges, and scarred with broad 
and winding ravines. The main road lies along the course of an 
»*arroyo," the bed of which is so deep as to form an almost im- 
passable barrier, while the other side is bounded by precipitous 
elevations, stretching perpendicularly toward the mountains, and 
separated by broad gullies until they mingle with one at the princi^ 
pal base. Of course such a road is almost impracticable for artil- 
lery, and, in fine, for any satisfactory movements of a large army. 

On the morning of the 22d, General Taylor was advised that 
the enemy were in sight, advancing. They had left Encamacion 
at 11 o'clock, on the day previous, and had driven in a mounted 
force left at Agua Nueva, to cover the removal of public stores. 
The American order of battle had been previously arranged. Cap- 
tain Washington's battery (fourth artillery) was posted to command 
the road, while the first and third Illinois regiments, under Colo- 
nels Hardin and Bissell, each eight companies, and the second 
Kentucky regiment, under Colonel McKee, occupied the crests of 
the ridges on the left and in the rear. The Arkansas and Kentucky 
regiments of cavalry, commanded by Colonels Yell and H. Marshall, 
occupied the extreme left, near the base of the mountain, while the 
Indiana brigade, under Brigadier-General Lane, the Mississippi rifle- 
men, under Colonel Davis, the squadrons of the first and second 
dragoons, under Captain Steen and Lieutenant-Colonel May, and 
the light batteries of Captains Shermarr .and Bragg, (t^ird artillery,) 
were held in reserve. 

At 11 o'dock, Suxgeon-General Lindenbury, of the Mexican 
srmy, arrived at the head-quarters of the Americans, bearing a 
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wUte Bg^ and a oommunicalion fieoiii Santa Anna. The laitar wa« 
a summona to aunender, which we annex* together with the replj. 

[translation.] 

Summons of Otneral Santa Anna to General Taylor, 

You are surrounded by twenty thousand men, and cannot, in any 

human probability, avoid sufieriug a rout and beii^ cut to pieces by 

our troops ; but as you deserve consideration and particular esteem, 

I wish to save you from a catastrophe, and for that purpose give 

you this notice* in order that you may surrender at discretion, under 

the assurance that you wiU be treated with the consideration belmig- 

ing to the Mexican character, to which end you will be granted an 

hour^s time, to make up your mind, to commence &om the moment 

when my fiag of truce arrives in your camp. 

With this view I assure you of my particular consideration. 

Grod and liberty ! Camp at Ekicantada, February 22d, 1847. 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. 
To Oeneial Z* Tatlob, Commanding foroes of the U. S. 

4 

Head Quarters, Arkt ov Occufatioit, 
Near Bttena Vista, February 22d, 1847. 

Sir : — ^In reply to your note of this date, summoning me to sur- 
render my forces at discretion, I beg leave to say that I decline 
acceding to your request 

With high respect I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

Z. Taylor, 

MajoMjreneral U. 8. A. commanding. 
8enor Gen. D. Airroirio Lopxz dx Saitta Aitita, 
Commander-in-chief La Encantada. 

Before darl^ a number of the enemy's infantry had ascended the 
mountains on the left, from which, at the distance of three hundted 
yards, they opened a heavy fire upon Colonel Marshall's regiment. 
This was returned by two of his companies which were dismounted 
for that purpose, and the skirmishing continued until after dark, b 
this slight affray three of the Americans were slightly wounded. 
While it ^as going on, three pieces of Captain Washington's batterr 
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liad been detached to the Id^ and weve aapporled by the seeond 
Indiana regiment A shell was occasionally thrown by the enemy 
into this part of the line, but without producing any effect. It was 
now evident that no serious attack would be made before mornings 
and accordingly General Taylor returned to'Saltillo with the Missis- 
nppi cavalry and regiment of dragoons. In order, however, to be 
prepared for an attack at any moment, the troops were ordered to 
bivoaack without fires, and sleep upon their arms. 

A body of cavalry, numbering at least fifteen hundred, had been 
observed all day hovering in the rear of Saltillo, having entered the 
^ey through a narrow pass east of the city. The intention of this 
cavalry was unknown, but it had probably been thrown behind the 
American army to break up and harass its expected retreat, and if 
practicable, to make an attack upon die town. Ample measures had 
been taken to thwart the enemy should they attempt the latter pro- 
ject The city was occupied by three excellent companies of 
Illinois volunteers, under Major Warren, of the first regiment, and a 
field-work which commanded most of the approaches was garrisoned 
by Captain Webster's* company, first artillery, and armed with two 
twenty-four pound howitzers, while the train and head-quarters 
camp was guarded by two companies of Mississippi riflemen under 
Captain Rodgers, and a field-piece commanded by Captain Shover, 
^ird artillery. General Taylor himself passed the night in the city, 
and did not reach the field of battle until the following morning, when 
uie engagement had been for some time commenced. 

The morning of the 23d was beautiful, and for a little while it 
*wwied as though nature had divested her sons of the disposition or 
capability of inflicting injury. The wild ravines of the rocks hung 
^th dense forests, and frowning for the return of day, afforded relief 
to the little hills and clumps of chapparal which were scattered in 
^^ direction ; while a confused prospect of deep gorges, tangled 
foliage, irregular valleys, and in the distance the quiet, solemn moun- 
^ins, all blended into one indistinct picture by the approaching 
twilight, lent to the whole an appearance of romance. But as the 
•"^ approached the horizon, the morning rendered visible the extended 

* Captain Webster is a son of the distinguiflhed American statesman, and a 
**PJW graduate of West Point Academy. 

23 
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lines and white tents of two opposing armies, and soon the blast of 
the war trumpet, the beating of drums, and the trembling of the 
ground beneath the tread of armed thousands, announced that the 
antagonists were preparing for other scenes than an admiration of the 
bfsauties of nature. Mexico and her hostile sister were about to 
meet as they never had before. There had been die opening of the 
drama at Palo Alto and La Palma, and the battling of fierce experience 
at Monterey; but they were but the preparation's for the grand dis* 
play which, under the favorite generals of both, nations, was now to 
be exhibited on the plains of Buena Vista. 

During the evening and night of the 22d, detachments of the 
enemy had been ebeerved stealing toward the station where had been 
the firing of the preceding day. These different parties had united, 
and taken up a position on the mountain side, with the intention oi 
outflanking the American left wing. They were mosdy light troops, 
and altogether destitute of artillery. While they were manoeuvering, 
the Americans captured a Mexican soldier, who reported the force 
of Santa Anna to be six thousand cavalry aiul fifteen thousand in- 
fimtry, with fifteen pieces of artillery, inducing same twenty-four 
pounders. This confirmed the statement of that General himself in 
his summons to surrender, and fully justified the prevalent belief that 
the coming battle would be obstinate and bloody. 

Early on the morning of the 23d, the action was opened by a fire 
of the Mexicans upon the American extreme left. During the night 
they had so stationed a twelve {)ounder*on a point at the base of the 
mountain, that it could be made to command any position which the 
Americans might take, and the quick, heavy discharges from this 
piece, showed ihat they knew the importance of their advantage, and 
were determined to improve it. 

These discharges were received and answered by the riflemen 
under Colonel Marshall, who had been previously reinforced by 
three companies under Major Trail, of the second Illinois volunteers. 
Though engaged with a much superior force, these troops maintained 
their ground with spirit and effect, returning the fire of the light 
troops with great coolness. 

Meanwhile liieutenant O'Brien of die fourth artillery, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Bryan of the topographical engineers, was detached 
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with Ihree pieces of Washington's battery to counteract the effect of 
the Mexican field piece. A few well directed shots accomplished 
the end ; but their filing was after a little while renewed. 

The attention of the army was now directed to a movement of the 
enemy on the left of its line, where for some time they had been 
concentratuig a large force of both infantry and cayalry. As the 
object of this movement was to crush the leA wmg, the batteries of 
Sherman and Bragg were immediately ordered to that station; 
Colonel BisselFs regiment occupied a position between them, while 
Gdonel McKee's Kentuckians were transfered from the right, so as 
to hold a position near the centre. At the same time the second 
Indiana regiment under Colonel Bowles, was pbi^sd on the extreme 
left, nearly perpendicular to the direction of the |ine, so as to oppose, 
by a direct fire, the flank movement of the enemy. The whole of 
these, with the forces before engaged on the left, were under the ^ 
command of Brigadier-General Lane* , 

Meanwhile the whole body of the enemy had formed, and were 
bearing down toward the American line. As the whole train moved 
in slow procession, both horses and men clothed in splendid armor, 
and their swords and polished lances glittering in the morning sun, 
they presented a spectacle at once noble and impressive. At the 
same time the Americans were not idle, but watched coolly the ap- 
proach of the host, with whom they were soon to be engaged in 
mortal conflict; and Lane even ordered the artillery and second 
Indiana regiment forward, in order to bring them within eflTective range. 
The artillery of both armies now commenced rapid discharges upon 
the opposing ranks, while at the same moment the Mexican infantry 
poured a wide sheet of fire upon the whole line from the left, to 
McKee's regiment. This was answered 't>y the Kentucky riflemen 
under McKee, Clay and Fry, and the uninterrupted roar of fire-arms, 
and shouts of the combatants announced that the action on the left 
had become general. The American artillery was now within musket 
range of the Mexican infantry, into which it poured a most destruc* 
tive fire, but without being able to check their approach. During 
the whole attack the second Illinois regiment was exposed to the 
hottest of the fire, which it sustained with admirable firmness ; and 
the niain body of Colonel Hardin's regiment having moved to the 
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H^lor Dli i*llfini the IndUna in«ii. 

right of the Kentackians, the repneeeatalives of each slate seemed to 
vie with each other in doing the beet service lo iheir country. 

Mewnhile the enemy's cavalry had been stealthily pursuing their 
w&y along die mountain, and thougli tlie artillery had wrought great 
havoc in their masses, yet the leading columns passed the extreme 
points of danger, and were concenUtiliiig iheir forces for a charge 
upon the American rear. At this moment when the ulmo:)t effort 
of every available force seemed essential lo the least chance of a sac- ' 
cessful resistance, the Indiana r^mont who were stationed to sup- 
port the artillery turned upon its proper front, ami commenced a 
disorderly retreat. Colonel Bowles immediately dashed forward lo 
arrest their progress ; but all his etforts were vain, and they ccMt- 
■ tinued their flight undl beyond range of battle. Several ofEcers (J 
General Taylor's staff immediately galloped off lo rally them if 
possible. Major Dix of the pay department (formerly seventh '» 
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&0I17) was the first to reach Aedeserten; and aeixiqg die fC|piiiental 
oQlorSy displayed them to the men with an appeal to their honor atf 
wldiers; he was answered bj hmd cheers, and a portion of the 
regiment immediately rallied round him, and was reformed by tha 
officers. The major then led them toward the enemy, beariqg the^ 
standard ontil one of the men volunteered to carry it Tha party 
&en returned to the field, and thou^ not in time to repair the dis- 
aster which their flight had occasioned, yet they afterwards letiieTed 
In some deigree their military honor.* 

The sight of this disgraceful retreat filled the enemy with eznlta^ 
^n. To their imagination, it was but a prdude to the flight of the 
whds army, and wild shouts of trimnph rose above the ezploakm 
«f artiUeiy and the din of battle. Their troops poured on by thou* 

* Some di£fereiioe of ofmiion has lately been manifentw!, with ngaid to flie 
tmuet of the behavioar d this regiment. A coozt martial held npon tiie ooi^ 
dnct of Colonel Bowles, is said to have estaUiBhed the ftMt^ that the troops did 
not retreat until ordered to do so by tbat officer. He is said to deaenre the 
^fiitAa censuie of the movement, notwithstanding the commendation he racei^ 
ifi the despatches of othc«^ officers. 

! In the official despatch of Oeneial Woolk, (March 4tfa,) is the ftUowing 
puagraph — f* I shall attempt to make no apology for their retreat ; bat I deiiie 
toeall your attention to one fiu:t connected with this affidr. Thty remained in 
their position^ in Une^reeeiving the fire of three thousand or four thouaand 
infantry in front, exposed at the same %me on ihm left flank, to a most des- 

i portte raking fire from the enemy's battery, posted wiikin point blank thoit 

I ^""^ they had deldteratdy discharged ttoenty rounds of cartridges at the 

\ enemy, 

I "Someexcuse may befiramed for those who retiied for a few minutes, and then 
I immediately rallied and fought during the day ; but unless they hasten to retrieve 
I ^^ reputations, difigrace must forever hang around the names cf those who 

^'^'iaed to return ; and I regret to say there were a few of those, from nearly 

every volunteer corpse engaged." 

^>eneral Taylor thus speaks of this affiur in his official of Maidi 6th : — 

I ^The second Indiana regiment could not be rallied, and took no finiher part 

. in the action, except a handful of men, who undor its gallant colonel, Bowles, 

^* joined the Mississippi regiment, and did good service, and those fugitives who, 

•t a later part of the day asristed in defending the train anddepot at Bnena 

Virta." 

A conrespondent of the New Orleans Delta who was in the battle, has the 

fiiQowmg item. ** Finding that his men fiiltered eariy in the action. Colonel 

^o^ln withdrew from them in disgust, and joined the MisBissippi regiment in 

^ the thickest of the fight'' It is also stated that on the following day when the 

' odonel acddentally passed that regiment, they arose and presented arms in 

I ttttimony of their esteem for his valor. 

As further evidence upon this subject, see the general oidemof the American 
commander at the close qi tl^is accovmt of the beiUe. , 
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saiklB, discharipng not only itnall anna and artillery !n fi^nt, bn 
cross firei of grape and can'iBler from iheir battery on the left. Agains 
•0 iremendous a charge Caplaiu O'Brieo found it impossible to re 
tain liis position without support, but was not able to withdratv mon 
than two of bis pieces, all the horses and cannoneers of the third on* 
being killed or disabled. At the same time Colonel Biasell's regi- 
ment, which had been joined by a section of Captain Sherinan't 
battery, having become complt'tely outdankcd, and being entirely un- 
supported, was compelled lo fall back. The enemy were now cep 
tain of victory, and on every side cwitinued lo march dense masses 
of in&ntry and cavalry toward a station in rear of the Ameiicans. 



At this moment General Taylor arrived from Saltillo. 

The Mississippi lament had been directed to (he left, before, 
raadiir^ the poaitios, and immediate^, came into action with the 
Mexican iniantry which had turned the American flank. PreTiously 
to tiiis the second Kentucky regiment, and a section of artillery under 
Captain Bragg, had been ordered from the right to reinforce the left, 
and arrived in a most seasonable moment That regiment and a 
portion of the first Illinois under Colonel Hardin, catne rapidly mu j 
Action, drove back the enemy, and recovered a portion of the kMl 



BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 183 

ground. The batteries of Sherman and Bn^gg did much eEecation* 
not only in front, bat particulariy opon the maases which had gained 
the rear. Washington's battery on the rig^t ]iad also opened ita 
fire, and the artillery now made the colunms of the enemy to roU 
too and fro like ships upon the ocean. The acti^ was at this tiose 
terrible. The battle raged along the entire line of both armiea»caaie* 
ing the voDies of artillery to reyerberate through the mountains' like 
die thunder of their own storms. Twenty-five thousand men were 
then engaged in a dark and fearful struggle for death or yidory. 

The Mexican cavalry still pressed on the left, and threatened m 
diarge upon the Mississippi riflemen, who, under Colood Davit, 
had been ordered to support the Indiana regiment. The Colonel 
immediately threw his comm^and into the form of a V, with the 
opening towaid the enemy. In this position he firmly awaited the 
advance of the cavalry, who came dashing on at fall speed. The 
Americans reserved their fire until they could take aim at the^enemy's 
eyes, and then poured forth a volley from both lines, which broke 
the opposing ranks, overthrowing horse and rider in promiscnous 
daaghiBT.* This retarded but did not stop their progress, and m a 
little while* they rallied for a renewed attack. 

* About this time a portion of the enemy's infiuitry had become dettched fiom 
die matin body and were suflfering such terrible slaughter, that Cteneral Taylor 
thought proper to send Lieutenant Crittendonwith a fiig of trace to the Mexican 
eonnnander in order to demand their surrender. 

The Mexican officer, pretending not to understand the diaracCer of his mis- 
sion, infflsted tbat he should be blindfolded, according to the rules of war, and 
flras had the lieutenant carried into the camp of 8^nta Anna himself. This 
wms a ruse to extricate the Mexican caralry from their dangeious porition, and 
pending this truce, they were all drawn off by a different road from that by 
which they had gained this position. 

Ijientenant Crittenden was conducted blindfoldedtolhe tent of the Mexican gene- 
nd-in-chief, which he found a long distance from the icane of action, and in a situa- 
tion which he thought the safest place he had been in during the whole day. Ashe 
approached Santa Anna's tent, her was greeted with a most tremendous flourish 
of trumpets, which might have been beard a mile off, but produced no very great 
terror in the mind of the Kentuckian. His blind was taken oS, and he found 
himself in the presence of &e &mous Mexican chie( surrounded by a brilliant 
staff of bedizened, gilded, and moustached officers. Santa Anna apologized to 
the lieutenant for the act of his officers in having him blindfolded, saying that 
so fiir from having any desire to conceal his situation, he was desirous of exhibit- 
ing to General Taylor the utter folly of rensting so powerful an army as he had 
voder his command. Tc^whichihe lieutenant lephed, that his simple message 
was to demand his [Santa Anna's] immediate surrender to Qeneral Tay|<^. 
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la the meanwhile the third Indiana regiment under Colonel Lanet 
Bapported by a considenibie body of horse, was ordered to join 
Colonel Davis, ^t the same time Lieutenant Kilbum with a piece 
ci Captain Bragg's artillery, was directed to support the infantry 
there engaged. The action now recommenced with redoubled vigor, 
and every inch of ground was contested with obstinacy. Several 
charges were made by the enemy, both with cavalry and infantry, 
but they were resolutely met, and the Mexicans repulsed with heavy 
loss. Mtanwhik all the regular cavalry and Captain Pikers squa- 
dron of Arkansas horse, had been placed under the orders of brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel May, with directions to hold in check the enemy's 
column, which was still advancing to the rear along the base of the 
mountain ; and this he eiTected in conjunction with the Kentucky 
and Arkansas cavalry, under Colonels Marshall and Yell. 

Meanwhile the leA, which was still strongly threatened by a supe- 
ri<Mr force, was further strengthened by a detachment of Captain 

When this extraoidinaiy demiind was translated to the Mexican, he raised his 
hands and eyebrows in utter astonishment at the temerity and presumption cf 
such a message, and replied, that he would expect General Taylor to surrender 
in an hour, or he would destroy aO his forces. Lieutenant Crittenden's reply, 
which we have already given — ^ General Taylor never surrenders /" — ^termi- 
nated the interview, and the battle recommenced, and was continued until night 

In connection with this afikir, the following humorous anecdote is related of 
Colonel May. He was on the very eve of charging the detachment with his 
dragoons, when Lieutenant Crittenden passed with his white flag. The oolmiel 
rode out across the path and inquired the object of the mission. " I am going,** 
replied Crittenden, "^ to tell those fellows to surrender in order to save their lives.** 
^ Wait till I have charged them.** " Impossible ; the old man has sent me, and 
I must go on.** <*But my good fellow,'* said May, entreatingly, *^for GoJ^t 
sake just rein up for Jive minutes and give us a chance at them.** « Would 
do any thing to oblige you, colonel, but I have the old man's orders, and there 
IS no help for it** 

He dashed forward, while the colonel returned to his squadron in the wwBt 
of all possible humors AgBlnstJlags oftruee4 — iV. 0. Bulletin, 

Colonel May had been manoeuvring for an hour and a half to bring these 6000 
Mexicans into a ravine where they might have been utterly destroyed. It wa« 
his intention to pour in a discharge of grape shot from Bragg*s battery, which 
was under his command, and then having thus thrown them into concision, to 
charge them with two regiments of dragoons. They would have been annihi- 
lated. As it was, they escaped. General Taylor's motive was undoubtedly 
pure humanity— ft desire to spare the unnecessary efiusion of blood. The reader 
will observe the high compliment paid by the general to the military talents of 
Cdonel May, by supposing that if he should attack this body of Mexican^ thsir 
utter destruction, annihilation, was a matter of dead certainty. 
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» Bn^\ and a portion of Captain Shenaan** battmea. Tha 
rceatadon of artillery fire upon the maasea of tfaeenenij at the 
of the mountain, and the determined reatatanoe offered by the two 
regiments opposed to them, had created oonfaaion in their iiiika» and 
some of the corps attempted to effect a retreat upon their main line 
of battle. In order t» prevent this the squadron of the first diagoona 
voder Lieutenant Rucker was ordered up the deep ravine whieh 
they were endeavoring to cross, with orders to chaige and diaperae 
them. The lieutenant proceeded to the point indiaaied; kit beiag 
exposed to a heavy fire from a battery established to cover the ro> 
treat of those corps, he could not accomplish his object. 

While this was going on, the American bagi^age train was ob- 
served winding along the Sdtillo road. At sight of it the laneem 
formed, evidently with the design of making an attack upon a pari 
of the army likely U> offer but little resistance; but at this important 
r moment Lieutensmt Rucker rushed along, giving them a sweeping 
^ fire, which scattered a part of them with the loss of many killed and 
wounded. Lien tenant-Colonel May with two pieces of Sherman's 
battery, under Lieutenant Reynolds, was also ordered to defend the 
uacienda of Buena Vista, where the train and baggage of the army 
wn^ deposited. In the mean time the scattered forces near the ha- 
cienda, composed in part of the commands of Majors Trail and 
German, had partly oiganized under Major Monroe, chief of artil« 
^ *^i with the assistance of Major Morrison, volunteer staff, and 
were posted 4o defend the position. Before the American cavalry 
had reached the hacienda, that of the enemy had made an attack. 
The latter were far more numerous than their antagonists ; but their 
L fierce charge was successfully resisted by the Kentucky and Ar- 
kansas cavalry under Coloneb Marshall and Yell. In the conflict 
^ Mexican column was divided* one portion sweeping by the depot 
where it received a destructive fire from the force collected there, 
^nd then gained a mountain opposite under a fire from Lieutenant 
Reynolds's section. The second portion gained the base of the moun- 
^ n on tlie left. In the chaige at Buena Vista, Colonel Yell and 
I Adjutant Vaughan, of the Kentucky cavalry, were mortally wounded. 
They were officers of much promise.* 

* Coloii^ Ykll was bom iu Kentucky in 1797, and with his fiitlier*s fitmily 
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Ma7*8 dragooiw, with a squadron of Arkansas cavalry tinder' 
Captain Pike, supported by a piece of artillery under Reynolds, now 
encountered the lancers, who had once more rallied ; but this shock i 
threw their whole rank into confusion, and drove them back toward 
the mountain with immense loss. 

The chances of victory seemed now with the^ Americans, and the 
position of that portion of the Mexican army which had gained the 
rear, was so critical as to render it doubtful ; whether it would be 
able to rejoin the main body. At this moment a Mexican officer 
reached General Taylor, bearing a white flag, and stated in a roost 
courteous manner that ** he had been sent by his excellency General 
Santa Anna, to his excellency General Taylor, to inquire in the 
most respectful manner, what he was waiting for."* Although this 
was believed to be merely a ruse, for the purpose of gaining time, 
the American commander thought proper to notice it. Accord- 
in^y Brigadier-General Wool was despatched to the Mexican com- 

early enugraCed to Tennessee. In 1813, being then but sixteen years of age, he 
enlisted at his country's call, and rushed to the side of the immortal Jacksoo. 
Afier assisting in the taking of Pensateola, he accompanied his brigade to New 
Orleans, and there on the ever memorable eighth, he distinguished himself for 
bravery and patriotism. In 1818, when volunteers were called for, for die 
Seminole war. Colonel Yell was among the first to oflfer his services; he raised 
a company and was chosen captain, and during the campaign it is said of him, 
''wherever the danger was greatest, there he was." Between that time and 
1827, when he was elected to the legislature of Tennessee, he finished his edu- 
cation, and was admitted to the practice of law. He was loved by Creneral 
Jackson for his many noble qualities, and received trom him many evidences of 
his confidence. 

- In '32 he was Appointed receiver of public moneys, and removed to Arkan- 
sas, but soon after resigned. He was then appointed judge of one of the district 
courts of Arkansas, and was distinguished for his firmness and impartialitf — his 
quickness to perceive the right and to detect the wrong. When (he state con- 
stitution was formed he was elected to Congress, and the people were well 
pleased with his services, continued him there until 1842, when he was chosen 
governor of the state by a large majority; but in 1844 he resigned, and again 
became a candidate for Congress. He. was signally distinguished in the great 
canvass of '44^ and was triumphantly elected. The present war commenced, 
however, before his term of office expired, and with the true spirit of the soldier 
he returned to Arkansas and placed himself at the head of her patriotic volan- 
teen, and there in the hard fought field of Buena Vista he offered up his life to 
his county. In him the nation, no less than Arkansas, has lost a bright orna- 
ment and a iaithfiil and patriotic citizen. 

* It is reported that the general repli-jd ** that he was only walling for 
General Santa Anna to surrender.'* 
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mand^r, and orders issued to the army to cease firing. Whoi Wool 
arrived at the enemy's line they refused to cease their fire, and he 
was obliged to return without an interview. Durh^ the cessation 
on the part of the Americans, the esemy continued to retreat ^ong 
the base of the mountain, and finally effected a junction with the re- 
mainder of the army. This had evidently been the object of the 
Mexican general in asking a truce-*a manoeuvre as artful as it was 
snccessfiil. 

During the day, &e cavalry of General Minon had ascended the 
elevated plain above Saltillo, and oeoupied the road from the city to 
the field of battle, where they intercepted several American privates. 
On approaching the town, they were fired upon by Captain Webster 
from the redoubt occupied by his e<Hnpaay» and then moved toward 
the eastern side of the valley, in the oblique direction of Buena Vista. 

At this time Captain Shover, supported by a miscellaneous com- 
mand of mounted volunteers, fired several shots at th# cavalry with 
great effect. They were driven into the ravines which lead to the 
lower valley, closely pursued by Captain. Shover, who was fiirther 
supported by one piece of Captain Webster's battery, under Lieotenant 
Donaldson, who had advanced from the redoubt, aided by Captain 
Wheeler's company of Illinois volunteers. The enemy made one 
or two efforts to charge the artillery, but were finally driven back in 
a confused mass, and did not reappear upon the plain. 

Afler the junction of the cavalry of Santa Anna with his main 
army, he determined to concentrate his forces for a general chaige 
upon the Amorican line. They came down in full strength, directing 
their whcde efforts to tiie point where was the littie company of 
artillery. Captain O'Brien with two pieces, met this heavy chaige 
with the most admirable firmness ; but his infantry support being 
entirely routed, he was at length oUiged to leave his guns on the 
field and retire.* Captain Bragg, who had just arrived from the 

* The faUamag extracts fiom the despatches of these two brave aitiUeriste, 
will convey an idea of the obstinacy of the conflict which they so nobly main- 
tained. 

** The position of things now appeared very critical. If the enemy succeeded 
in ibrdng our position at this pmnt, the day was theirs. There was bat one 
oflier piece opposed to them, and it was all important to maintain our gtwnml 
until our aitilleiy came round the ravine, from the plain on our left, and joined 
Ulk I therefore dg^rmined to hold my post until the enemy raocfaed the 
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]eA> was inmiedaitdy oidered into batleiy ; and without anj infiHitiy 
to mipport hum and at the immiiient rkk of bsing his guns* that 
bsmvB officer ^^oahad iato action when tha Mexican line waa hot a 
Sow yards from the moazle of ins gana. The moment waa critical. 
Every eye was bent toward him, as the fierce lancers, rising in their 
atiamps, rushed at his little band. Suddenly that artillery whiefa 
had 8o ofbo scattered death amid their radka, opened its treraendova 
fire. Then there was a pause in their progress, and scores of the 
dead and wounded sunk with one thrilling groan beneath the hoofs 
of their companioos* tkargers. The pause was but for a momeBt ; a 
command was given to advance, and they obeyed. But another dii^ 
charge, and the next moment another, mowed them down by hundreds 

• and threw their columns into disorder and defeat. The Mexieaaa 
were thoroughly routed ;' and wiiile their regiments and diviaioos 
were fiying, neariy all the light troops were ordered forward, and 
followed theoi with a deadly fire, mingled with shouts which rose 
above the noise of batde. In this charge the first Illinois regiment, 

' and McKee*s Kentuckians were foremost. Forgetting their deficiency 
of numbers in the ardour of pursuit, these troops pushed forward to 

mvtedes of mj g^uns. The firing from the section became more and more de- 
■tractive as the enemy advanced. It repelled a body of lancers, which wis aboat 
charging on the Illinois regiment My own loab was severe. I had had two hones 
shot under me ; the one I waa then on, was wounded and limping, and I had receiv- 
ed a wound in the leg. All my cannoneers except a lew recruits who had joined 
some days before, were killed or disabled. In the midst of this heavy fire, with 
horses and men dropping around them, the few recruits who were fit for duty 
lost Hieir presence of mind, and I found it impossible with all my efforts to keep 
them to their guns. I remained with the pieces to the last, until ^e enemy cama 
within a few yards of them, when I was forced to retire for want of a single 
cannoneer to load or fire. I wsLs however delighted to find that I had maintained 
i^y ground sufficiently long, to cause the victory to be secured ; for at this 
moment, the rest of our artillery arrived and came into action." — Captain 
. CBrien^a Report. 

** Having gained a point from which my auns could be used, I put them in 
^ battery, and loaded with canister. Now^ for the first time I felt the imminent 
peril in which we stood. Our infantry was routed, our advanced artillery cap- 
tured, and the enemy in heavy force coming upon us at a run. Feeling that 
the day depended upon the successful stand of our artillery, I appealed to the 
commanding general who was near, for support. None was to be had ; and 
under his instructions to maintain our position at every hazard, I returned to 
my battery, encouraged my men, and, when the eneasy arrived within good 
xaoge, poured forth the canister as rapidly as my guns could be loaded. At the 
first discharge, I observed the enemy falter, and in a short time, he was in full 
tetieat" — detain Brag^a Rqtort, 
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a coosidenblo dislaaoe beyond the batde line; wfara the Mexkaoft 
wheeled aroimd with almoet magical quickneM, and -attacked them** 
For awhile the carnage was great on both sides ; hut the AmericiuHi 
being but a handful in comparieon with the dense masses that were 
hnried against them, were obliged to retreat. Thus the day again 
seemed k)st ; but in this extremity, an appeal to the faithM weapon, 
which had vever yet failed them, retrieved the victory. While the 
Americans were driven through the ravines, at the extremities of 
which a body o[ Mexican lancers was stationed to cut off their 
retreat, Brent and Whiting of Washtqgton^s battery, discharged upon 
the pursuers a. torrent of grape shot, which overthrew vast numbers, 
and put the survivors to flight Tliis fire was most fortunate ; saving 
the weary remnant of those brave regiments, whieh had so long and 
ably sustained the hottest part of the fight. On the other flank the 
artillery was left unsupported, and while the legions of the enemy 
came rushing down, its capture seemed inevitable. Bat Bragg and 
Thomas, assisted by Bryan, O'Brien and Sherman, seemed to grow 
with the danger, and eclipsed even the fame they had wgn at Mon* 
terey. Every horse of O'Brien^s battery was killed, and the enemy 
had advanced to within range of grape, sweeping all before them. 
But here their progress was arrested by a storm of iron hail, by 
which all their squadrons and battalions were broken and scattered. 
Though suflfering immense loss, lliey succeeded however in capturing 
three pieces of artillery which were without horses. This was the 
third occasion during the day, in which when all seemed lost but 
honor, the artillery by the ability with which, it was manoeuvred, rolled 
back the tide of success from the enemy, and saved the army. But it 
was attended with a heavy loss to the Americans. While fighting 
most gallantly at the head of their respective coq^ands. Colonel 
Hardin of the first Illinois r^iiment, and Colonel McKee and Lieu- 
tenantrColonel Clay of the second Kentucky, were each mortally 
wounded. 

The battle had now raged with variable success for nearly ten 
hours, and after the last carnage, both parties seemed willing to pause 
upon the result. Th^ approach of night gave the American general 
an opportunity to pay proper attention to the wounded, as also to 
refresh his soldiers, who were exhausted by excessive combat and 
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wafeiMiiiiess. Thot]ghtfaeii%htwa8 8eTerel70old«iiiOitortfielroo|Mi 
were compiled to biyouack without fires, ezpectbg Ifaat momiqf 
vrould renew the conflict During the night the wounded were 
removed to SaltiUo, and every preparation made to reoehre (he enemy. 
Seven freeh companies were drawn from the town, and Brigadier- 
Greneral- Marshall with a reinforcement of Kentucky cavahry, and 
four heavy guns, under Captain Prentiss, first artillery, was near at 
hand, when it was diseov^fed that the enemy had abandoned their 
position during the night Scouts were sent after them, who soon 
ascertained that they had fallen beck upon Agua Nueva. The great 
disparity of numbers, and the exhaustion of the troops, rendered it 
inexpedient and hazardous in the American commander to attempt a 
pursuit A staff-officer was despatched to Santa Anna, to negotiate 
an exchange of prisoners, which was satisfactorily completed the 
next day. The dead were collected and buried ; and the Mexican 
wounded, of which a large number had been leA upon the field, weie 
removed to SaUillo, and rendered as comfortable as circumdtatiees 
would permit 

The force engaged in this batde, together with other itemil, Hre 
give in General Taylor's own words.* "^ 

** The American force engaged in the action of Buena Vista, is 
shown by the accompanying field report, to have been 334 officers, and 
4,425 men, exclusive of the small command left in and near Saltillo. 
Of this number, two squadrons of cavalry and three batteries of light 
artillery, making not more than 453 men, composed the only force 
of regular troops. The strength of the Mexican army is slated by 
General Santa Anna in his summons to be 20,000 ; and that estimate 
is confirmed by all the information since obtained. . Our loss is 
267 killed, 456. wounded, and 23 missing. Of the numenras 
wounded, many did not require removal tp the hospital, and it is 
hoped that a comparatively small number will be permanently dis-' 
abled. The Mexican loss in killed and wounded, may be feiriy 
estimated at 1500, and will probably reaoh 2000. At least 500 ci 
their killed were left upon the field of battle. We have no means of 
ascertaining the number of deserters and <Hspersed men from their 
ranks, but it is known to be very great. 

• Official report of Buena Vista, March 6th, 18l%7. 
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Oor low has been eipecially ievtre in officers, twenty-ei^t h&yiag 
been killed upon llie field. We hare to lament the death of Captam 
Geoige Lincoln, assistant ai^lanlFgenenl, senring in the staff of 
General Wod— a young officer of high bearing and approved 
gaUantry, who fell early in the action. No loss falls more heavily 
upon the army in the field, than that of Coloneb Hardin, and McKee, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Clay. Possessing in a remarkable degree 
the confidence of their commands, and the last two, having enjoyed 
the adnntage of a military education, I had looked particubuly to 
diem for support, in case we met the enemy. I need not say that 
their zeal in engaging the enemy, and the cool and steadfast courage 
with which they maintained their positions during the day, fully 
realized my hopes, and caused me to feel yet more sensibly their 
untimely loss. 

I perform a grateful duty in bringing to the notice of the govern- 
ment, the general good conduct of the troops. Exposed for success 
sive nights without fires, to the severity of the weather, they were 
ever prompt and cheerfiil in the discharge of every duty, and finally 
displayed conspicuous steadiness and gallantry, in repulsing at great 
odds a disciplined foe. While the brilliant success achieved by their 
aims, releases me from the painful necessity of specifying many cases 
of bad conduct before the enemy ; I feel an increased obligation to 
mention particular corps and officers, whose skill, coolness and 
gaUantcy, and under a continued and heavy fire, seem to merit par- 
ticular notice. 

To Brigadier-General Wool, my obligations are especially due. 
The high state of discipline and instruction of several of the volonte^ 
regiments, was attained under his command, and to his vigilance 
and arduous service before the action, and his gallantry and activity 
on the field, a laige share of .our success may justly be attributed. 
During most of the engagement, he was in immediate command of 
the troops thrown back on our left flank. I beg leave to recommend 
him to the favourable notice, of government.* 

* loBV E. Wool, was bom in Orange county, New York, but when a child 
he leat hie father, and removed to Reneselaer county, the residence of his gruid- 
fttfaer. While still young, he was placed in a store in the dty of Troy, where 
he conducted himseif with so much energy and faitfafohiess, as afterwaids to 
become a partner in the business. For several years he pursued die ooeiqiation 
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of a merchanl with great aucraas ; but a fire occurring at the end of lli*t tinie, he 
■•• aguii Tcduced to penary. The war of 18H wtm now on the ere of c«ii- 
"■"Kiiig, and yoaag Woo) deteiminei] to enter the arm;. He wa* i iliiiiiiiwiwtail 
u capliun of the 13th U. S-Infanti;, on the Uth of April 1612, and Ihetsame 
Jeu. ao &r diitiiigushed himself at Qneenitown Heights, that in 1B13 be waa 
P'^noted to the rank of major in the 39th infantry regiment. 

b the adrnDg eienta attending the aiegeof PlatUbutg,iD 1814,he waiintnut' 
*<■ wid] k Kparate command, and won the admiration ofUa Huperior*, and the high 
MoDnunendatian of General Macomb, the commanding officer. Fcv hieaerrioM 
IB thii tSttir, gov emment promoted him to the brevet rank of lieiitenint«o(oDeI, , 
dating from the llth of September 1814. ADei the close of the war, he was 
'"tniMad with variouB military duties. Government was not unmindful of bts 
^BMit^and on the 37th of April IB 16, he waa created inspeetor-gmBnl, with 
^ nnk of ccdonel ; on April 39tb, 1836, brevet brigadier-genenl, and on June 
Mih, IBll, full brigadiM^generat. 

In Mexico, General Wool was intrusted with a part of the army, called die 
Ctnlral Divition, which he led by a most fatiguing lauta, &nd jomed General 
"»yli» after Ae storming of Monterey. Hi« servicas in the little of Bneaa 
'••ta have been given ; he led the main army in person, and no man was 
■Kara iqatroniHital in gaining die victory of that action. Conneeled with tba 
liattJa, ■ pbung anecdote is related ef the two genends. After &e last charge 
of (he Mexicans, Wool cnthuriastically embnced the old geoeral, and ia 
2o 
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Brigadier>6eneral Lane (sliglitly wounded) was active and zealous 
throogfaout the day, and displayed great cocdness and gallantry before 
the enemy. / 

The senrices of the light artillery, always conspicuous, were more 
than usually distinguished. Moving rapidly over the roughest 
ground, it was always in action at the right place, and the right time* 
and its well directed fire dealt destruction in the masses of the enemy.* 

The Mississippi riflemen under Colonel Davis, were highly con- 
spicuous for their gallantry and steadiness, and sustained throughout 
the engagement the reputation of veteran^troops. Brought into actioa 
against an immensely superior force, they maintained themselves 
for a long time unsupported, and with heavy loss, and held an im- 
portant part of the field until reinforced. Colonel Davis though 
severely wounded, remained in the saddle until the close of the actioo. 
His distinguished coolness and gallantry at the head of his regiment 
on this day, cntide him to the particular notice of the government. 
The third Indiana regiment under Colonel Lane, and a fragment of 
the second under Colonel Bowles, were associated with the Missis- 
sippi regiment, during the greater portion of the day, and acquitted 
themsdves creditably in repulsing the attempts of the enemy, to 
break that portion of our line- The Kentucky cavalry under Colonel 
Marshall, rendered good service dismounted, acting as light troops on 
our leA, and aderward with a portion of the Arkansas regiment, in 
meeting and dispersing the column of cavalry at Buena Vista. The 
first and second Illinois, and the second Kentucky regiments, served 
immediately under my eye, and I bear a willing testimony to their 
excellent conduct throughout the day. The spirit and gallantry, with 
which the first Illinois and second Kentucky engaged the enemy in 
the morning, restored confidence to that part of the field, while the 
list of casualties will show how much these three regiments sufiTered, 
in sustaining the heavy charge of the enemy in the afternoon. 
Captain Conner's company of Texan volunteers, attacfied to the 

the proud overflowings of triumph, congratulated him upon the victoxy. ** Ah 
General,*' replied Rough and Ready, ** if 8 impossible to whip us when we 
all pull together" 

* Here follows a Hat of the names of artillery offioen who were oonspieaoae 
in the battle, but as we have given most of them in the detailed aocotmt, they 
areomilted. 
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second Illinois lament, fought bravely, its captain being woDndi 
and two subalterns killed. Colonel BisseUitheonlyBurriTiDgcoloi 
of these regiments, merits notice for his coolness and bravery on A 



The General also speaks in high icrms of the medical officers, 
^ the members of General Wool's staff and of his own. 
I The death of the many distinguished officers who fell in this battle, 
L u thas described by one who shared their trials and dangers : 

1" Our officers were always in the advance leading their troops j 
^Ke the great mortality among them. One of our small regiments 
of (bur hnndred men, would be attacked by a whole Mexican bri- 
gade of several thousand. Thus the Kentucky mfantry was attacked 
at the foot of a hill, in a deep ravine, by an immanse force of the 
r enemy. 

I A. large number of officers Was killed here ; among them was 

' Cokmd McKee, who fell badly wounded, and was immediately 
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deflfKitched by the enemy, who pierced him with their bayonets, 
as he lay on the ground. Lieutenant-Colonel Clay was shot 
through the thigh,- and being unable to walk, was taken up and 
carried some distance, by some of his men, but owing to the steep- 
ness of the hill, the men finding it very difficult to carry him, and 
the enemy in great numbers pressing upon them, the gallant lieu- 
tenant-colonel begged them to leave him and take care of themselves. 
Forced to leave him on the field, the last that was seen of this 
noble young officer, he was lying on his back, fighting with his 
sword, {he enemy, who were stabbing him with their bayonets.* 
The veteran. Captain William S. Willis, of the same regiment, at 
the head of his company, with three stalwart sons, who fought at 
his side, was badly wounded, but still continued the fight, until be 
was overcome with the loss of blood. 

In the 'mean time the Indiana brigade diplaying some hesitation. 
Assistant Adjutant-General Lincoln rushed to their front, and whilst 
upbraiding them for their cowardice, was shot, several balls passing 
through his body. 

The intrepid Colonel Hardin, like Colonels McKee and Clay, 
was killed by the enemy-— not, however, before he had killed one 
of them with a pistol, which he fired whilst lying on the ground. 

Cdonel Yell led a charge of his mounted volunteers, against a 

* Lieutenant-Colonbl Hkitrt Clat was the second, and not the eldest son 
of the Hod. Henry Clay, as the papers represent. ]|fr. Clay's eldest scm is 
Thomas H. Clay, Esq., who resides on a farm near Lexington, Kentucky. 
Lieatenant-Colon^l Clay was a' gradpate of West Point, where he took the 
first honors. He afterwards left the army, travelled in Europe, married, set- 
tled on a fiimit and was several times elected to the Kentucky legislature, in 
which he always occupied an honorable station. Some years ago he lost his 
beautiful and accomplished wife, which caused great grief to her distinguished 
fiither-in-law, who was at that time a senator in congress. When he was ap- 
pointed lieutenant-colonel of the Kentucky rifles, he was engaged in the prac- 
tice of the law in Louisville. He was a gentleman of fine intellect, accomplished 
manners, chivalrous character, and entirely worthy of his noUe sire. 

Lieutenant Edwabd M. Yavohav, adjutant of the Kentucky cavalry, who 
fell at Buena Vista, was a native of Fayette county, in that state,' and, as he 
once inibrmed us, the son of the first female bom in the state. He was a 
talented member <^ the legal profession, and was engaged in practice at Lex- 
ington at the time he was elected adjutant of tiie Kentucky cavalry. He was 
a man of noble character, elevated principles, daring courage, and blamelesi 
lift. 
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laige body of lanoen, and was killed by a laiioe» which entered his 
moQth and tore off one side of his &oe.*'* 

These instances of the gallantry of oar officers, in sacriiicinK 
their lives, are but a very small part of the whole. As a general 
rule they were foremost in the charge; and in many instances 
officers were killed thirty and even sixty yards in advance of their 
respective columns. With such commanders to lead them, it is not 
surprising that the men should have exhibited a degree of firmness 
hardly ever evinced before by militia in their first battle. If we 
recui^ to the history of the American revolution and the war of 1812» 
we shall find that militia men almost invariably recoiled at the 
first fire, and frequently batdes were lost by their want of firmness ; 
but in this batde the volunteers faltered in only a few instances, and 
that in the presence of an overwhelming force of the enemy, and 

* The New Orieans Delta, of March 24tfa, makes the fidlowing vemarka on 
thissubject: 

The list of killed and wounded on the American aide, in the bloody fight at 
Bnena Vista, is a mournful proof of the ferocity and violence which charao- 
terized this severe conflict, and a sad testimonial of the chivalry and fearlesmess 
of American soldioy. Sixty-five commissioned officers killed and wounded in 
so small an army, exhibits a proportion and result unparalleled in the history 
of war. £sti^lating General Taylor's force at five thousand rank and file, and 
aUowing one coomiisaoned officer to twenty men, the startling conclusion is 
arrived at, that our loss in this sanguinary engagement, of commissioned officers, 
amounted to one-feurth of the whole number in the field. If the loss of the 
rank and file were in like proportion to that of officers, it would exceed twelve 
hundred. In view of such terrible results as these, Santa Anna aj^proached as 
near the truth, melancholy as it is, as he ever did, when he said that both armies 
were cut up. 7^ loss of the Mexicans can scarcely be exaggerated when it 
is put drmm at four thousand* Santa Anna must have had with him at least 
seventeen thousand men.. When we last heard from him previous to the battle, 
he was at San Fernando, waiting for all the various detachments of his army to 
assemble preparatory to his attack. This was on the 17th, and the attack was 
fixed lor the 21st. Now, as Santa Anna knew exactly Taylor's situation and 
force, he would certainly not attack him until he had collected all his avail- 
able troops, and these we know, allowing for desertion and for a corps de reserve, 
could not have &.llcn short of seventeen thousand, as he left San Luis with 
twenty-three thousand. If, then, with such a force as this, after a two days' hard 
fight, and after inflicting upon General Taylor so heavy a loss, he is compelled 
to withdraw twenty miles to the rear, the conclusion is inevitable that he has 
mstained a prodigious loss, and is irretrievably beaten. The army of General 
Taylor may be considered as reduced at least one-third by casualties and by 
detafls to take cate of the wounded. This would leave but about three thousand 
men to hold his pocdtion, and we know he did hold it for several days after th« 
action undisturbed by the enemy. 
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after Muslaining many vfJIies of musketiy and gnipe shot. Thit 
result is tlue to the previous raichfiil discipline of General Wool 
Bixl the other veterans who had been foi some montha engaged in 
preparing the volunteers for service on the batile field. The severe 
discipline of General V/o(A was extremely unpalatable to the volun- 
teers before this battle look place ; but after the baUle they woe 
sensible that it was lo ihia alone ihey owed their sueceas ; and they 
framally thanked him for the discipline of which they had previ- 
ously complained. 



CHAPTER XI. 
Vattlr of Vnina UTittM, 



HE Ttdlowing is Sanla Anna's detailed 
report of tbo batde of Buena Viata : 

LiBiBiTiHO Anvi or the Bsidblic. 
Gen. in Chief, Campaign, Sarelary'i Olffiet. 
Most Excellent Sir: — In my de- 
spatch from llie battle 6eld of Angostura, 
dated the 23d, I promised to give you 
details of llie action of die 22d, and the 
baUle of the 23d, so soon as 1 should 
effect the movement which our endre lack 
(tf water and of all aupplies made indis- 
igemenls die army and the nation hare 

laa 
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fwtoiied the lustre of their arms, by overcoming obstades inooD- 
oeivable to all, save those who witnessed them. These arose 
not only from the difficulties of this contest and of our own situa- 
tion, but also from the rigour of the season, and the exhaustion of 
the country, along an almost desert route of over fifly leagues, that 
was destitute of good water, and of all save the most Umited sup- 
plies. 

The supreme government was informed by communications 
made before my leaving San Luis, that the army under my com- 
mand would not commence its operations till the end of winter, as 
I knew by experience the severe climate of the region, which was 
also scant of habitations, provisions, shelter, and even of fuel. I, 
therefore, restored to go on oiganizing, drilling, arming, and clothing 
the army ; and in a word, to put into a military shape the forces 
which had just been assembled. My intentions, however, could not 
be maturely realieed. 

The want of pecuniary resources embarrassed all my disposi- 
tions. The soldiers, though well disposed to combat with the enemy, 
had been badly supplied for a month, and would soon have been 
in want even of food, but that the exertions of the commanders of corps 
prevented that destitution from driving them to their ranks. While 
those meritorious men were suffering all kinds of privation, certain 
writers from ignorance, want of reflection, party spirit, or, perhaps, 
from mistaken patriotism, were zealously engaged in thwarting the 
plans which might otherwise have proved successful. This they 
did by unjust charges against the army, and particular individuals 
whom they abused for not inarching to the conflict, accusing them 
of want of decision, and asserting that the position of the army 
at San Luis was more threatening to our liberties than to the enemy. 
In the clubs of that capital they labored with assiduity to make the 
army the instrument of a revolt ; but I frustrated their intrigues by 
timely steps. There was one writer who had the audacity to inti- 
mate that I was in collusion with the enemy. Yes, I, to whom they 
may attribute errors, but whose whole previous course has shown 
the most elevated patriotism ! Tfailors are they who seek not only 
to traduce me, but by their d^traetlon of the army, to unnerve- its 
vigour for tiie service of the country. It seems as if a fatality, direetf 



I 



BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 301 

the dcstimes of this iiation» and interdicts a unanimity of the pobiie 
wiU for its defence ; and from this &tal Uindnesst the moment when 
tiery heart and erery aspiration should be directed to one object, 
k the yety juncture when division and distrust are disseminated. 
Behoid me then, compelled by every circumstance to change my 
plans. Desertion had already commenced to a shameful extent ; 
and I was fully persuaded that if the scarcity should oontinue, the 
army would be dishonorably frittered away. I, therefore, resolved 
that if annihilated, it should be with glory. Having no suppties, 
I* to obtain them, compromitted my private fortune, aiid the credit 
of myself and friends. All this procured me the sum of one hun- 
dred and eighty thousand dollars, with which I was able to furaiah 
the needful supplies to the army, for twelve days. I knew wdl 
the country we had to cross and the necessity there would be for 
carrying provisions: and I sympathized in anticipation with the 
soldier, for what he would endure from the rigour of the season ; 
but to render good service to the country and save its honor, I had 
to overlook all tliis. 

The army moved from San Luis by brigades, so as to render 
available the scanty resources afforded by the country we were to 
cross. The force consisted of 13,432 infantry, divided into twenty- 
eight battalions; 4,338 cavalry, in thirty-nine squadrons, and a 
train of artillery of three twenty-four pounders, three sixteen 
pounders, five twelve pounders, ^ve eight pounders, and a seven 
inch howitzer ; all served by four hundred and thirteen artillery 
naen; the total being 18,133 men. Of this force there remained 
behind the garrison of the works at Sap Luis, and others which 1 
allotted to the towns on the route ; as also two squadrons to escort 
our small and only reserve of ammunition ; a brigade of infantry of 
two battalions, under General Ciriaco Vasquez, which remained as 
a corps of reserve, in Matehuala, and of observation upon Tula ; as 
also a brigade of cavalry, under General Don Jose Urrea. The 
latter was intended to pass Tula and move through Tamaulipas to 
the neighborhood of Monterey, so as to call the enemy's attention 
to that quarter. The point of concentration for the brigades ought 
necessarily U> be near this place, so that in the region through 
which they had to move, many troops might not be at once thrown 
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together* I tberefoie fixed on the hacienda of Eneamacion, fer 
that point, it being, as I calculated, the last stage bat one of my 
march. I tfiete hM a review of the army, which had already lost 
a thousand men, by sickness an4 desertion. The former was caused 
by the scantiness and bad quality of food, and still more of water, 
which was brackish as well as scarce, as also by snow storms and j 
tiie exposure of the troops who had always been in bivouac and 
widumt fuel. These snow storms obliged me to suspend the mardi 
two days, till the weather became more settled ; §ar the cold had 
idready caused the death of several men and horses, and I felt booiid 
by every means to diminish the losses we were incurring. These 
hardships will account for the number of desertions virhich oe- 
eurred up to our arrival at Eneamacion, and which afterwards even 
ioereasedft It must also be remembered that almost the whole army 
had been recently formed, and as is well known, of men taken by 
VM^ence from their homes. I 

We had advices that tfie enemy were fortified in the haci- 
enda of Agua Nueva, with ^ix thousand men and thirty pieces, 
ies<dved to defend the defiles known by the names of the passes 
of Camero and Agua Nueva. The Americans did not know the 
(Npedse point to which our march was directed, for though they 
exchanged some shots with our advance in Eneamacion, and had 
fsequent small skirmishes with us in the above passes, they sup 
posed our troops to be scouting parties of the first brigade of cavalry, 
under Don Jose V. Minon, whom I had advanced as far as the 
hacienda of Potosi. These were the impressions when I made 
my dispositions. 

It was my intention to place my forces between the enemy and 
SaltiUo, so as to oblige him to fight under the disadvantage of having 
his communication out off, or, if he would not leave his works, to 
enable me to besiege him in Agua Nueva. This plan might be 
carried out in three different ways. One was by marching twenty 
leagues by the direct road, another by moving to the right by La 
Hedionda, so as to occupy Buena Vista; and the third by moving ^ 
to the left by La Punta de Santa Elena, so as to occupy the had- 
enda of Ija Banqueria, and therea^r the road to Saltillo. The two 
last movements were at this time impracticable, for they would 
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either of them require three or four days* march, while we wero 
without provisioDS, forage, or water. I, therefore, reeolved to ope- 
rate by the direct road, force the positiooa, and after paMing the laet 
defile, make a diversion by the left' and occupy the ranche of E«b- 
cantada, with the view of obtaining water, none of which waa to be 
had for more than eighteen leagues. All this waa &voced by the 
enemy's ignorance of our march ; but misfortune still followed ue* 
A deserter from the regiment of Coraceros, a native of Saitillo, 
named Francisco Yaldes, passed over from Encamacion to the enemy, 
and gave him inforaiation of the movement The execrable treaaen 
of this infamous wretch, frustrated tBe best oombiBatioM. 

On, the 21 St, at noon, I ordered the march to commenee, the 
four light battalions, under Gleneral Don Pedro Ampud|3, forming 
the vanguard. I had not hesitated to allow thai general and other 
officers who had been court martialed for the affair of Montewy, to 
participate in these operations, not only because I did not consider 
them culpable, but also on account of the zeal they manifested. 
This brigade was followed by one of artillery, of sixteen pounders, 
with regiments of engineers and their train, and those by the park 
of the regiment of hussars. Then came the first division oom* 
manded by General Don Manuel Lombardini, with fot9 twelve 
pounders, and the park. The second division, under General Don 
Franciscp Pacheeo, followed next with four eight pounders and 
their park. After these the whole of the cavalry, under Don Ju- 
lian Juvera ; and then the remainder of the general park and bag* 
g?ge, the reat being covered by a brigade of cavalry, under General 
Don Manuel Audrade. 

In this order of march the troops were ordered to make the first 
fourteen leagues, between Encenada and a plain called De la Guerra, 
which is in front of the first defile, called the pass of the Pinones ; 
and to pass the night on that plain in the same order of cdumn. 
The troops having eaten their rations, order was given for carry- 
ing water, as none could be met with till the day following, after 
having overcome the enemy at Agua Nueva, three leagues beyond 
the aforesaid pass. I, with my staff and a regiment of engineers, 
occupied the front, a little behind the light troops. On arriving cm 
the plain De la Guerra, I continued the march in order to pass the 
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dMUa of Piaonet, which was aceoniplisheU, and I ordered the Uglit 
Mgade to take a position in the pass of Carnero, where it had a 
■kirmish with an adyance of the enemy: Under these dispositioni 
we passed the night. 

At dawn on the 22d, the army continued its march, with the idea 
of carrying by force of arms the pass of Agua Nueva, which I sup- 
posed would be defended by the enemy ; but I found to my surprise 
that it was abandoned. I then concluded that the American fbroes, 
had retired to tiieir fortifications in the hacienda, to concentrate dieir 
defence under cover of the intrenchments, which I had heard they 
had there thrown up. Under this idea I continued the march in 
order to turn by the right to the rancho of Encantada, which, as I 
have bdbre mentioned, is on the Saltillo road, being between (hat 
city and Agua Nueva, and four or five leagues from each. Xill that 
time no one had appeared to give me information, nor did any one 
after, except a servant from Agua Nueva, who told me that the 
enemy had been evacuating his position since the day previous, and 
fiilling back towards Saltillo ; and that on that same morning, the 
haeienda had been wholly abandoned by the retreat of a small detach^ 
Bient which escorted a large quantity of munitions. By tiiis move- 
inent my first plans and dispositions, founded on an expected 
resistance, were rendered abortive ; but I still did not despair ^f a 
soooessful result, for I had in anticipation, directed General Minon 
with his cavalry brigade 1200 strong, to occupy on the morning of 
the 22d, the hacienda of Buena Vista, distant three short leagues 
from Saltillo. This force might arrest the enemy's march, or; at 
least, make a diversion that would give time for the army to come 
up. I therefore continued my march without losing more time than 
would allow the soldiers to drink water on the road. Th^ light 
brufade came within sight of the enemy's rear guard, and I ordered 
tiiem to charge in conjunction witii the hussar regiment. I had 
reason to believe the enemy were making a precipitate retreat, as 
they left several articles on the road, such as carts, forge implements, 
extra wheels and otiier things which we gathered while marching. 
In ccmsequence of the dififerent reports I received, I ordered the 
eavalry to advance ; I thought we would be able to reach their rear 
guard, and placed myself at the head of those troops. 
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On arriving at a ^pAaee called Angostara, I fbaiid tfie nudn body of 
tiie enemj a^mting me in poeition. The road from tfie pose of 
Pinones to Saltilio runs between two chama of moiuitaina» whieh 
form that pass and those of Camero and Agaa Nnenu The ri(%ee 
open beyond that hacienda, and apptoadi each other again at Ango^ 
tnra, where the road tarns to the right At this place there is a sne- 
cession of ridges, which ran oat toward die line of oar loote, and il 
r^ght angles with it, and between them are laTines whksh fonn ifae 
drains of the moantains on the right* They are aU more or len 
passable,4>ut all very difficult. The enemy*s poeitioa was in front 
and in rear of the road, his right and front being covered by ravines 
Ifaat were impassable, even for infrntry, and a battery of firnr pieees 
being planted on the highest point His battslioas were formed on 
liie heights, with two other batteries, one of which was in a low part 
of the road between two hills ; and, to my view, their forces appeared 
to be about 8000 men, with twenty pieces ; bat the prisoners taken 
firom them report twenty^ix pieces, and upwards of 8000 oombatanti. 
1 reconnoitred the position and situation of Ae enemy, and 
ordered the director of engineers. General Don Ignado de Mora y 
Villamil, to do the same. After ascertaining the force of die mvadei^ 
It was necessary either to await the infantry to take positioD, or to 
fight as might seem most advisable. At this interval I observed 
that the enemy had neglected to occupy a height on his Ibh flank ; 
and without losing a moment I ordered General Ampudia's light 
brigade to take possession of, and hold it at every cost As the 
brigade came up, I found them in two lines on a rising ground, that 
fronted the enemy, there being another eminence between oar two 
positions. The first division of in£uitry was under the command 
of General Lombardini, and the second under the command of 
General Pacheoo. I directed that General Mora y Villamil, in con- 
junction with the commanding general of artillery, Don Antonio 
Corona, should find a position for a battery of sixteen pounders, to 
be sustained by the regiment of engineers. Two other batteries ci 
twelve and eight pounders were located by me. The cavalry com- 
manded by General Juvera, were placed on the right of oar rear» 
and on our left fiank. The regiment of hussars was dso posted in the 
rear, and on the flank aforesaid was a heif^t, which I ordered the 
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battalion of Leon to occupy. The general paik wss in the rear, 
covered by the brigade of General Andrade, and between this paik 
and the lines of battle, I took my own position. 

The making of these dispositions, as may be supposed, occupied 
some time, for the troops arrived at their positions aAer a march of 
more than twenty leagues. It was therefore not an hour for combat, 
and the army lay on its arms. TlTe enemy, however, as soon as he per- 
ceived that we had occupied the hei^t that flanked his left and our 
right, despatched two battalions to dislodge us, which led to a warm 
engagement, that lasted ail the afternoon and till afier dark, -when he 
. was repulsed with the loss of 400 men, according to the report of the 
prisoners. Ours was much less» as we had the advantages, of the 
ground. 

At dawn, on the 23d, I mounted my horse; the enemy had 
not changed his previous dispositions, and was ready to receive 
us. I observed but one difference, which was that on his right, and 
at some distance from his position, he had formed two bodies of 
infantry, with a battery of four pieces, as if with the intent of threat- 
«ning our left flank ; but I at once believed this to be a mere demon- 
stration, for he would never have left in his rear the diflieolt 
ground which gave strength to that position, being the web of 
impassable ravines, before referred to. I therefore gave no atten- 
tion to this disposition of his forces, and resolved to move mine 
by the right. With this intention I advanced the divisions of Gen- 
eral Lombardini and General Pacheco, in that direction. I ordered 
General Don Manuel Micheltoreno to jdant the battery of eigbt 
poundera on our right flank, so as to rake obliquely the enemy's 
line, and to remain with the staff of which he was chief, and await 
my orders. I directed that General Ampudia, witli the light brigade, 
should charge by our left flank, on the enemy's right, and that Gen- 
eral Mora y Vil}amil should form a column of attack, composed of 
the regiment Qf engineers, the twelfth battalion, ihejijo de Mexico^ \ 
and the companies of Puebla and Tampico, commanded by Colonel 
Don Santiago Blanco. At the same time I directed General Co- 
rona, conunanding the artillery, to place the battery of twelve 
poiinders in a more commanding position, while the tj^nl d^visiofl 
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in reserve, under Brevet General Don Joee Maria Oi^ 
lego. 

As soon as ihe enemy perceived oar movements he oommenoed 
the action at all points, attacked our troops with intrepidity, and 
maintained the conflict with great vigor. Oiur men received them 
'with proper energy, driving back and following up the assailants. 
At this time my horse was disabled by a grape shot, and it was 
some time before I could mount another. As the enemy had 
3nelded ground, I ordered the cavalry to advance, and chaige, 
which was done with vigor. Suitable orders had been sent to the 
generals of division and brigade, among the rest to General Don 
Angel Guzman ; but though the officers and troops acted widi 
great resolution, it was impossible to overcome the difficulties of the 
ground ; and after a struggle which did them honor, they were obliged 
to fall back to their positions. After various alternations the same 
ocearred with the infantry. 

The battle, which oemmenced at seven in the morning, was pro* 
longed for many hours, our loss every moment accumulating. 
Many officers and soldiers had been killed, and a number of eom- 
manders and distinguished officers wounded ; among whom were 
General Lombardini, Lieutenant-Colonels Brito, Galioso, and others. 
Among the slain were Lieotenant*Colonels Asonos, Berra, and 
other meritorious officers, .whose loss the country will ever lament. 
The enemy maintained his ground with the utmost obstinacy, inso- 
much that some of our troops faltered in their attacks, and many 
of the raw'iecruits dispersed. This, however, ought to exalt the 
merit of those whose intrepidity was never paralyzed, and may also 
be cited to show how hotly contested was the action. 

Things were in this situation when I concluded to make the 
final efibrt. With this view I ordered that a battery of twenty- 
four pounders should be mounted ; that the column of attack then 
posted on our left flank, where it had no object of operation, should 
be transferred to our right, and there be joined by the remains of 
the tenth Foment, the battalion of Leon, and the reserves, all 
under tlie command of Brevet General Don Francisco Perez. I 
executed this in person, aQd afterwards sent for General Mora y 
YiUamil, and made him acquainted with my final dispositions, I 
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had already directed Grenerals Perez and Peeheco, each with hie 
oommandy to be prepared for an extreme struggle, and had ordered 
-ihe battery of eight pounders to advance and take the enemy's line 
in flank* The chaige was made with daring valor, and was resisted 
with animated vigor, with a fire so heavy and rapid as to cause admir 
ration. But the Americans could not sustain themselves, they were 
driven back and overcome, with the loss of three pieces of cannon 
and as many stands of colors. I sent two of the latter to the govern- 
floent with my last despatch ; the other, which I then omitted to 
notice, will be presented to the honorable congress of the state of 
San Luis Potosi, as a testimonial of the army's gratitude for the 
patriotic services they bad rendered, and the generous sacrifices 
they had made for its benefit We moreover captured a travelling 
foige, and some smaller articles which I will not enumerate. Our 
cavalry which so bravely executed the order to charge, reached 
the enemy's rearmost positions ; but owing to the nature of the 
ground, and the fatigue of the men and hcwses, I did not think it 
prudent to attempt to dislodge them from those. The battle 
closed at six in the evening, our troops being then formed on the 
ground which the Americans had occupied. Our last effort wouM 
have been decisive if General Minon had done his part by attack- 
ing the enemy in the rear ; but he omitted to do it, and I am under 
the painful necessity of subjecting his conduct to a court martial, 
that he may explain it 

An action thus contested necessarily involved considerable loss. 
Ours, in killed and wounded, amounted to more than fifteen hun- 
dred men, and that of the enemy was much greater, for we had 
time to take a view of the great number of their dead.* 

The army has done more than could be expected under the laws 
of nature. It had just been formed, and, as yet, had not acquired 
discipline or military habits; yet, in marching to the combat it 
overcome difficulties which might have subdued tlie stoutest heart. 
AHer a march of twenty leagues, sixteen of them without water, 
and without food, except a single ration, which was dealt out 

* We have thought proper to omit the eulogies which the oommandef be- 
stows upon most of his officers, as they axe subjects of interest to no one but a 
Mexican. 
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at EncarnadoQ, it endured the fiitigne of eombal for two dayi, and 
finally triumphed. With all this its physical powers were ex- 
liauBted. My knowledge of this, and the duty I Mi of attending 
to such a number of wounded* constrained me after remaining a 
lew hours on the field of battle, to 611 back upon Agua NueTa* for 
the relief and refreshment of the troops. 

From the impression we had made on the enemy, he did not afH 
pear before us for three days. The bearer of a flag of tnicet howevert 
arrived with a proposition from Ckneral Taylor for an exchange of 
prisoners, and for our sending for the wounded who remained on the 
field. He also expressed to me the desire which the Americana 
felt for the re-establishment of peace. I replied* in order tfiat he 
mig^t say the same to his general, that we sustained the most sacied 
of causes — the defence of our territory, and the presenratkm of our 
nationality and rights ; that we were not the aggressors, and that our 
goyemment had neyer ofiended that of the United States. I observed 
that we could say nothing of peace while the Americans were on 
this side of the Bravo, or occupied any part of the Mexican territory, 
or blockaded our ports ; and that we were resolved to perish or vin- 
dicate our rights ; that fortune might not be always favorable to the 
enemy, and their experience of the 22d and 23d should convince them 
that it could change* I added, that the Americans waged against us 
a war of vandalism, whose excesses outraged those sentimentB of 
humanity, which one civilized nation ought to evince towards another ; 
and that if he would go outside of the apartment, he would still see 
smoking, which was the fact, the dwellings of Agua Nueva, n^ 
oently a flourishing, though a small settlement ; that the same vestiges 
of desolation marked the route of his retreat ; and that if he would go 
a little further on to Catana, he would hear the moans of the widows 
and orphans of innocent victims, who had been sacrificed without 
necessity. 

With respect to the wounded, whom I was invited to send for, I 
replied that there could be none, save those who had been too muc{i 
hurt to rise from the field, or those most in the advance, who had re* 
mamed in the ravines ; and that as 1 had not means for their convey- 
ance, the enemy might take tliem to Saltillo, under the protection of 
the laws of nations. As for the priscmers which he ofiered to »- 
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chaiife, I told him I did not know who they eould be, pnless it were 
some of our dispersed troops, or some who, from the fatigue of the 
two previous days, had remained asleep when we moved. In answer 
to the coartesy the enemy*s general had shown with respect to our 
woonded, I consented in the name of the nation to release all the pri- 
soners we had — those taken both in the battle and at Encaniacion. At 
the same time I allowed the bearer of the flag, who was a superior 
officer, of prepossessing appearance and manners, to t»ke the bandage 
from his eyes, and informed him that it was for him personally, that 
the honor of this concession was meant. I did it also that he might 
see our camp and our troops. 

As I have said in the preceding paragraph, we remained at the 
hacienda three days ; but the only supply we could obtain was ninety 
beeves, and these were consumed on the 25th. The horses were also 
without forage, and notwithstanding all the efforts for provisions 
that I could make, many of the wounded had been but ontre attended 
to, and some not at all. From the rigor of the climate, the badness and 
scantiness of the sustenance, the entire Want of bread, and the bad 
quality of ihe water used in our former bivouacs, a diarrhoea had 
broken out in the army, and rendered ineffective at least one half cf 
it I knew that a retrograde movement to our former positions had 
become inevitable ; but though every thing aroand me proclaimed this 
necessity, my feelings revolted against it, solely because I foresaw 
that from ignorance, maUce or presumption, the countermarch would 
be condemned, and that those who did not witness our situation 
would imagine the possibility of the army's continuing its operations. 

Six days before, when the troops had not suffered so much, nor 
fought for two successive days, nor been embarrassed with sick and 
wounded, but were still sound in morale and health, I had not 
deemed it prudent to augment the labors and difficulties of the army 
by moving to the right or to the left ; how then would it have been 
possible to go on operating after all that subsequently occurred ? But 
let detractors say what they will, the army as well as myself will 
always answer by an appeal, to our conduct, our wishes, and the 
notorious impossibility of carrying them out. Notwithstanding my 
conviction, I wished to hear the opinion of the generals and some of 
the commanders of corps, and to ascertain if they could point out any 
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sesouroe which had not occurred to me. Withoat disdosing my 
«wn ideas on the subject, I listened to theira, and they all nnani- 
mouslyy and each one by his opinion separately expressed, showed 
and demonstrated in various ways, tliat however good their will to 
remain, the countermarch of the anny had become indispensable, but 
that this necessity was not forced upon us by the enemy. It was 
not till I had heard their opinions, that I announced my own accord- 
ant res<4ution, and the proceedings of the council being drawn up, 
I had the honor of remitting them to your excellency on the 25th. 

On the 26th, afler I had ordered General Minon to follow the 
movement, the army commenced its retreat, with a view of occupy- 
ing the first peopled localities where resources might be obtained, 
soch as Vanegas, Catoroe, El Gadral and Matehuala, as also Tula ; 
but I doubt if in those places proper attention can be given to the 
sick and wounded ; or the losses we have sustained in those labo- 
rious movements be remedied. 

The nation for whidi a triumph has been gained %i the cost of so 
many sufierings, will learn that if we were able to conquer in the 
midst of so many embarrassments, there will be no doubt as to our 
final success in the struggle we sustain, if every spirit but rallies to 
the one sacred object of common defence. A more determined body 
of men, will not as many imagine suffice for the prosecution of war ; 
it is indispensable that they be armed, equipped, disciplined and 
habituated, and that a systematized support for such an organized 
force be provided. We must bear in mind that we have to combat 
in a region deficient of all resources, and that every tiling for sub- 
sistence has to be carried along with the soldiery. The good will of 
a few will not suffice, but the co-operation of all is needed ; and if we 
do not cast aside selfish interests and petty passions, we can expect 
nothing but disaster. The army and myself who have led it, have 

the satisfaction of knowing that we have demonstrated this truth. 
Your excellency will be pleased to report to his excellency the 

vice-president of the republic, and to present to him my assurance 

of respect 

God and Liberty ! Rancho de San Salvador, February 27th, 1847. 

(Signed) Antonio Lopsk de Santa Anna. 

To his EzoeUen^ the Mivistbk of Wab xnn Mabiitb. 



312 LIFE OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

■ f 

\ 
As every thing lelaliiig to the battle of Buena Vista, must be inter* 

esUng to the reader, we subjoin some extracts from Mexican private 
letters, which soon obtained publicity, and were disseminated through- 
out every province of Mexico, 

'* We have taken the ibrtificatiotts of the enemy and four of his 
positions, which he defended with obstinacy, and ev^y height and 
every ravine, of which he furiously disputed^ We have lost many 
field and other officers, out of proportioQ to the number of soldiers, and 
we have taken from thfe enemy two flags and three pieces of artil- 
lery. There are very few prisoners — four, I brieve — the rest are 
dead. 

Our troops are perishing from hunger and thirst They have 
not drank water in two days, and have eaten nothing since the day 
they were at Encamacion, and a slice of roasted meat at la Vaca. 

I am much afraid lest this cause should disperse us to-night, 
since the soldiers are already scattering ; and we have seen bodies 
of them fighting and charging upon the enemy wherever they thought 
there was water, caring for nothing ; and we have seen them dis- 
puting among themselves, totally indilSerent to the fire of the enemy, 
for a piece of ham, found upon the dead Yankees. This night is 
a fearful one for the republic, since I dread lest we should become 
disbanded. In conclusion, dear friend, there now remains but little 
to be done, because we have been pursuing the enemy all day long, 
with the bayonet, and to-morrow they will be finished. They killed 
the horse of the general-in-chief with a grape shot.*' 

Posteriptt dated24th. — ''Since closing my letter, the general-in- 
chief has ordered the army to Agua Nueva, where th^re are some 

cattle and water — water, which is before every thing else 

We have lost about a thousand men, and many officers killed and 
wovnded, and our Lombardini among the rest." 

From a letter^ Feb. 24M. — ^* We have gained a bloody battle, 
and taken fix>m the enemy standards and artillery. They have 
come to demand a peace, and they have been answered by the gen- 
eral-in-chief, that ' until the whole republic is evacuated by them he 
will not listen to them.* '* 

Private hUer^ Feb. 23<^.— -'' We are returning from Angostura, 
where we beat Taylor all day yesterday, taking from them msny 
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points among the hej^toy almost iDaooeMible» and doing ao repeat- 
edly, ontQ our troqw ranained at night eatabliahed in die poaitioa 
fiom which we had driven them by main foree. We took fioa 
them diree gana and killed many of their troope 

To-day a flag of truce has come in from Taylor* asking peaoe. 
S. Antonio commanded the eyes of the officer to be onbandaged, 
tiiat he might see our camp, and that if we had oountennaidied it 
^was for want of supplies, and not for want of courage/* 

Upon the reception of Santa Anna's letter, the governor of San 
Luis Potosi issued the following prodamation to the inhabitanls of 
Mexico. Both the style and sentiment of this document render it 
a curiosity. 

ootsiinor's address. 

Fellow Countrymen : — Our army under the orders of his ex- 
cellency Buenmeriio de la Pairia^ Don Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, with heroic valor, overcoming the afflictions of the most fright- 
ful sofTering, struggling against the nature of the ground, and even 
nature herself, which appeared to dispute the victory with us. Our 
army lias severely punished our common enemy on the 2!2d and 
23d instants. It has covered itself with ^ory. Its illustrious 
commander has given new fame to his country ; he has reconquered 
its independence, so perfidiously and vilely menaced. The pride 
of the North Americans has been humiliated, and our army has 
restored the national honor, outraged at Resaca and Monterey. The 
republic commences to-day an advance which will make it respected 
abroad, and which will bear it on without doubt to that immortality 
destined for free and independent nations. Our immense territory 
usurped by this vile and detested horde, will be restored to us intact ; 
not a single vQe foot-print shall dare pollute our soil, and the hero, 
the genius, the man whom Heaven has bestowed upon us as a 
precious gift, and the afflictions of the country will very soon com- 
plete the sublime enterprise which he has commenced. Union, 
fellow-countrymen ! Eternal gratitude to the illustrious renowned 
and well deserving President, General Don Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, and the invincible army which is fighting under his orders, 
in defence of our dearest interests. Ramon Adamo. 

San hwB Potosi, Feb. 37, 1847. 
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Concemiog the merits of this battle, we subjoin the remarks of 
a gentleman in Mexico, one who seems to have the ability to weigh 
calmly and impartially all the circumstances comiected with it 

** I have not the least doubt that the battle of ' Buena Vista' is con- 
sidered by many, if not the greater portion of the people of the 
United States, as an affair of no very great importance in these war* 
like times, but that it was a matter of every day occurrence, and, 
therefore, not much to be admired or wondered at. 

Li order that tliese persons may be undeceived, I hope I shall be 
able to show, from a few facts which I have gathered within the 
last four months, connected with this subject, (having had some 
considerable knowledge of the Mexican character before,) that it 
was an affair of some little consequence, and of rather vital import- 
ance to the people as well as the government of the United States ; 
that such a fandango as that is not got up every day in the year, if 
we are at war with Mexico. 

In the first place, General Santa Anna, after the defeat of Ampu- 
dia at Monterey, assembled and oi^anized a hrge army at San Lois 
Potosi, and eveiry one will agree with me, when I say that this 
force was so large that Mexico could ill afford to support it in a 
state of total inactivity. It was evidently for some purpose. That 
Santa Anna intended it to hold possession of Tampico is not at all 
probable, as that place was abandoned without a struggle. That he 
intended it for the defence of Vera Cruz is likewise highly impro- 
bable, for the only communication between San Luis and Vera Cruz 
is by way of the city of Mexico, a distance of over five hundred 
miles ; and if intended for that service, in all human probability it 
would have been concentrated at some more convenient point. 

The city of Mexico itself, as a matter of course, needed no de- 
fence, for it certainly was safe so long as the Mexicans held pos- 
session of Vera Cruz. Where then did Santa Anna intend to 
operate with the army of thirty thousand men which had been 
raised at such an expense, and the very subsistence of which amounted 
to thousands of dollars daily ! Was it supposed that he would 
remain quietly at San Luis Potosi with this mammoth force until 
attacked ? — at what period he did not know, nor was it in the power 
of any human being to inform him. A man of known energy of 
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ciiaracter like Santa Anna, would be the last penoa to set hiniMlf 
down in a position that would make him the laughing stock of the 
whole world, as well as his own nation. It was, therefore, reduced 
almost to a certainty, that he had some scheme in view, some Her- 
culean task, by which he hoped by a single blow, to regam all that 
Mexico had lost, and at the same time compel mankind to acknow- 
ledge him one of the first military chieftains of the age. I think I 
shall be able to show that this was his plan ; and if I succeed I 
shall daim no* credit to myself, for, as I said before, I only intend 
to state a few facts. 

Many things occurred as early as the 35th of November last to 
prove to my mind that something of the kind (above alluded to) was 
on foot as early as that period. Intimations to that effect were 
made to me by friendly Mexicans of standing and respectability. 
At the same time they said, if they should go into detail and tell all 
they knew, they would endanger their own necks. Since the defeat 
of Santa Anna at Buena Vista, and the consequent failure of his 
campaign, (which was for the recovery of the valley of the Rio del 
Norte, and the total extermination of every thing American from 
this part of Mexico,) these men speak out fearlessly ; for, notwith* 
standing they love their country, they despise their rulers. 

As early as the 25th of November, I say, Santa Anna commenced 
his operations ; to show that I am not far from correct, I beg leave 
to refer to the letter of Lieutenant Abert, topographical engineer, to 
show that Santa Fe was included, as well as the lower part of the 
Rio Grande, that, notwithstanding there seems to have been a screw 
loose as regards the low country, the Santa Feans played their part, 
and commenced operations on the day appointed. Santa Anna*s 
troops were to be employed in this way :— -A portion of them were 
to occupy Victoria, to form a nucleus around which the militia of the 
country in that vicinity and Matamoras might rally. Another force 
was to occupy Gadareita and China, to form another nucleus for the 
rancheros between Camargo, Luredo, and the mountains. 

Secret circulars were sent to the alcaldes of the different towns, 
calling on them for every man that could possibly be spared, with in- 
structions to equip them as well as they could, saying at the same time 
that, if they had not fire-arms, they must arm them with long knives. 



ate LIFfi OF GBNEBAL TAYLOR. 

spean, and every wariike weapon their imaginations oonld devife* 
Santa Anna was to adTanoe from San Luis and attack the Americaoit 
at their most advanced poeition> with a force that could not be re- 
sisted ; was to drive them or ccmipel them to surr^der, and if they 
attempted to retreat, his reserve force, (stationed as before described) 
was to fall upon and cut fhem to pieces in their flight. The 25th 
of December was the great day appointed. 

AU the powers of the church were called into requisition to aid 
in the landable and patriotic enterprise. Masses were said in the 
churches, the aid of Divine Providence was invoked, and all the 
sinews of the nation were to be put forth for the rescue of their 
beloved country. From all these causes, success was looked upoa 
as certain. But when the people reflected that the ^ great Santa 
Anna" was at the helm, they looked upon defeat as a matter of total 
impossibili^. Thejonly reason I have heard assigned for Santa 
Anna's not carrying out his plan on the day appointed, is the one 
assigned by a Mexican captain, taken prisoner at Buena Vista, viz s 
** that General Taylor had all his veteran regulars within striking 
distance of Saltillo ;*' that *' General Santa Anna did not consider 
himself equal to the task," notwithstanding the authorities at the city 
of Mexico were goading him on ; and some of his officers, who had 
not yet seen the American elephant, actually chaiged him with 
** cowardice." 

I have not the least doubt that this was the real cause for his not 
advancing at the time specified. But what must have been his de- 
light and agreeable surprise when the withdrawal of nearly all General 
Taylor's regulars with two or three batteries of artillery, was an- 
nounced to him at San Luis ! Well may he have said, ** It is not 
true — ^It cannot be possible ! there must be some mistake !*' And 
not until he was officially notified by the Mexican authorities at Sal- 
tillo would^he believe a word of it. Fresh couriers were sent in all 
directions through the valley of the Rio Grande, annouucing to the 
people this ridiculous stoiy, that the ** American general had beconm 
alarmed at hearing there were thirty thousand troops at San Luis^ 
and had consequently withdrawi^ all the regulars, and had left the 
volunteers, on account of their barbarity to the inhabitants, to be 
sacrificed." You will be surprised when I tell you that even this 
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stoiy was Mieved by liioasaiids. Ai wiE be ieea by eilmilalii^ 
ihe time between the march of G^enend Worth finom SdtiUoy and the 
attack oa General Taylor at Buena Vitta, (when it is considered that 
San Lais is three hundred miles from that pomt^) Santa Anna did 
not long delay his movements. 

His large bodies of cavalry were despatched immediately in diP 
ferent directions. General Minon was sent to reoonnoitre Generd 
Taylor at Saltillo ; (general Valencia to carry on the operations in the 
vicinity of Victoria* San Fernando, and Matamoras— while Genenl 
Urrea was sent to play his part in the vicinity of Gamai^y China 
and Monterey. The plan worked well ; the rancheios in all parts of 
the T^ey lef^ their homes and joined Valencia and Urrest sod so 
anxious were the inhabitants at and near Presidio, Rio Gmnde, to 
give a good account of themselves, that they raised funds by subscrip- 
tion and sent a party of traders to San Antonio, Texas, and purchased 
all the powder to be had in that town as early as the 30th of 
January. 

Mexican expresses were running in all parts of the oountiy ; and 
everything was on the ^' qui vive'* for the great day when Santa 
Anna should **give the word" which would set this overwhelmii^ 
machine in motion. Fifteen hundred rancheros joined Urrea in 
one day. The inhabitants of all classes left the principal towns 
where our troops were quartered ; and those who had friends among 
the Americans besought them wiih tears in their eyes to leave the 
country, saying that they ^^knew their throats would be cut if they 
remained." A very respectable Mexican said to me, that he *' was 
not an alarmist, but that he knew Santa Anna was advancing with 
an overwhelming force, and that notwithstanding he believed one 
American soldier to be equal to three Mexicans, yet he feared that 
it would be impossible for General Taylor to withstand the shock.** 

Santa Anna's unparalleled march against San Antonio, Texas, in 
1836, did not exceed the rapidity with which he moved the main 
body of his army from San Luis to Agua Nueva. So certain was 
he of victory, that he only took twelve days' provisions with him, 
saying to his men, ^ the immense granaries of the enemy are before 
you ; you have only to go and take them." On they moved, 
full of lifct full of hope; certain beyond a doubt that they should 

28 
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cany eTer3rlfaiiig before them ; and Santa Anna himself looked for- 
ward to the day when he woald enjoy a repatation not infeiior to 
that of Napoleon himself. Well may they have raised the shout 
when they found the Americans had abandoned their camp at Agaa 
Nueva. Well may Santa Anna have said to his men (in orders) 
** the northern baiharians, the despoilers of your soil, the desecrators 
of your churches, are fleeing before you; onward! onward, and 
avenge your slaughtered countrymen.*' 

On they rolled like an avalanche, carrying everything before 
them — ^bot what was their surprise, on arriving at the plain of 
Bnena Vista, to behold that little ** Spartan band'* standing cod, 
firm and steady, with that old veteran, as firm as the Sierra Madre 
itself, at their head ! What must have been his chagrin and morti- 
fication, when, after two days hard fighting, hand to hand, he found 
his army cut to pieces, and his enemy standing firmer than ever, 
ready to renew the conflict on the morrow ! He, the great NapolecHi 
of the West, who had just returned from exile, who had promised 
everything to Mexico and her people, found himself and his schemes 
thwarted at the outset. 

His fall was so gi^at, and his defeat so signal, (all things ooo- 
sidered,) that I can well account for his treating Major Bliss hi the 
cavalier manner that he did, when on the morning of the 24th, that 
officer applied to him for an exchange of prisoners. His all was 
gone. Everything, so far as he was concerned, was lost, and that, 
too, by a handful of undisciplined volunteers. But it will never be 
foigotten that Zachary Taylor was their general. 

It is impossible to calculate the disaster that would have befallen 
us, if Gen. Taylor had not stood like a firm old oak and braved the 
storm as he did. Verily, everything American would have been 
sacrificed, and few would have been left to tell the disastrous tale.'* 

But even the bravery and firmness of General Taylor, would not 
have been sufficient to avert total defeat and ruin at Buena Vista, if 
he had not been supported by the activity, gallantry and military ex- 
perience of General Wool. During one of the most critical periods 
of the battle previous to General Taylor's return from Saltillo, 
General Wool had the sole command, and throughout the re- 
mainder of the batde he was the second in command and the acting 
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officer In directing; the details of the ievenl eabordimle aetioiif. 
General Taylor fully appreciated his services; and in the bant 
of feeling at their interview after the battle, he did him no mora 
than simple jastice. We shall notice the services of General Wool 
in this battle more particularly in the Appendix. 

Xhe American soldiers were congratulated for their bravery in the 
foUow^ing terms. 

ORDERS, (no. n.) 

HiAv-QuAmTiES, Abmt of Ogcvpatiov, 
Buena Vuta, Feb. Se, 1847. 

1 • The Commanding General has the grateful task of congratulatiQg 
the troops upon the brilliant success which attended their arms in 
the conflicts of the 32d and 23d. Confident in the immense superi- 
ority of nnmbers, and. stimulated by the presence of a distinguished 
leader, the Mexican troops were yet repulsed in every effort to force 
our lines ; and finally withdrew with immense loss from the field. 

2. The General would express his obligations to the officers and 
men engaged, for the cordial support which they rendered through- 
out the action. It will be his highest pride to bring to the notice of 
the government, the conspicuous gallantry of particular officers and 
corps, whose unwavering steadiness more than once saved the 
fortunes of the day. He would also express his high satisfaction 
with the conduct of the small command left to hold Saltillo. Though 
not so seriously engaged as their comrades, their services were very 
important, and efficiendy rendered. While bestowing this just 
tribute to the ccmduct of the troops, the General deeply regrets to 
say, that there were not a few exceptions. He trusts that those 
who fled ingloriously to Buena Vista, and even to Saltillo, will seek 
an opportunity to retrieve their reputation, and to emulate the bravery 
of their comrades, who bore the brunt of the batde, and sustained 
against fearfiil odds the honor of the flag. 

The exultation of success is checked by the heavy sacrifice of 
life which it has cost, embracing many officers of high rank and 
rare merit While the sympathies of a grateful country will be 
given to the bereaved families and friends of those who nobly fell. 
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dwir illiutriaus example will remain for the benefit and admiratiot 
of Iheannjr. 

By ordw of Majw General Taylor. 

W. W. 8. Bum, Aswat. AdjU Gen.' 

We now take leave of the bloody field of Buena Vieta. Long 
will it be remembered in the annali of nations. Future generations 
will dwell willi mingled emotiona on its scenes of glory and sufTering. 
The imagination will dwell upon its impetuous chaiges, its terrible 
tepulaes, the shouts of victory and the groans of the wounded ; the 
rejoicing of the conquerors, the terrified flight of the vanquished, 
and the mournful scenes of that field of carnage, where the priest 
.■dminiaters consolation to the dying, while the caUous camp follower 
[dunders, the dead. 



CHAPTER XI . 

SktBt« tmUmntut to tit Vattic of 39u(ii> ri«l«. 

HE battle oi Bueam Viala, or 
AngoBtura, haa been theerown- 
ing point of OeDnal Taylor'a 
brilliant campaign in Hexioo. 
Sinc-« that time the enemj' havs 
not dared to meet him in the 
field, and the Hubseqnoit opera- 
tions of his anny are few and 
unimportant. 

On Ihe 2d of Maich, Hr. 

Crittenden was aent to Wash- 

inglon with General Taylor's despatches. He was accompanied by 
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two handled and sixty troops and one hundred and fifty wagf)n<«, 
under Major Geddings. When near Seralvo they encountered Gen- 
eral Urrea with fifteen hundred Mexicans, and a battle took place, of 
which we extract the amount, in substance, from the major's report 
On Sunday afternoon, the 7th instant, the enemy's lancers com- 
menced the attack, sweeping by the flanks and rear of the Americans, 
in order to throw them into confusion. They were driTen bad^ 
with some loss, by the park of artillery, and some companies of 
in&ntry. Many of the drivers now deserted the teams, of which 
about forty were captured and burned by the enemy. One of them 
contained the ammunition, which exploded, killing and wounding ten 
Mexicans, and inspiring a number with panic and disorder'. Having 
thus broken the train of wagons, the enemy placed themselves 
between the rear guard and main bod^, in order the more securely 
to capture Captain Keneally's company, and a piece of artilleiy 
which formed the rear. Captain Bradley was immediately ordered 
to attempt communication, but at that moment Keneally himself 
arrived, stating that his company was surrounded, and that he had 
received under cover of a flag, the following note : — 

** The Colonel Langberg offers to all the soldiers, life and securi^, 

if you will surrender yourself. 

. Emelio Lanobero, 

Foreign Officer." 

He also stated that he had been favored with an interview with 
Langberg, who, after stating that his force amounted to sixteen 
hundred men, gave him an hour to decide upon a surrender. Upon 
receiving this intelligence. Major Giddings immediately requested 
that the truce might terminate, and soon after Captain Bradley cut 
his way through the Mexican host and gained the rear. This saved 
the wagons ; and toward night the enemy drew off toward Seralvo. 
During the night, as the troops were suffering much for want of 
water, a party of Mexican cavalry were driven from some neighbor- 
ing streams ; and before morning the whole body of the enemy 
evacuated the town. 

In this aflfair, two privates of Captain Bradley's company, and 
fifteen teamsters were killed ; while the Mexicans lost in killed and 
wounded forty-five. 
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The Americans entered Seralvo on the next morning* where 

Crittenden was detained for eome days in consequence of the teamsters 

refusing to proceed withoot a stronger escort. At the end of this 

lime Colonel Curtis amved from Camargo with a large body of 

troopSf being on his -route to Monterey in pursuit of General Urrea* 

The colonel continued his pursuit until the 18th, when he met 

General Taylor near Marin. The General had lef\ Agua Noevat 

with Maya's dragoons and two companies of Bragg*s artillery, also 

for the purpose of capturing Urrea, whom he had understood to be 

rapidly gaining the mountains with five thousand lancers and ran- 

cheros. He was now informed that on the night previous, the 

Mexican general having heard of his approach, had retreated from 

Marin, where he had been stationed, with the design of attacking 

Curtis. The ccdoneFs force amounted to twelve hundred infantry, 

one company of dragoons and two field pieces ; and the combined 

army moved next morning from Marin. The pursuit continued 

until the army had reached Caidcreta, where it was ascertained that 

Urrea was beyond the mountains. General Taylor then returned 

towards Monterey, and pitched his camp at the Walnut Springs, 

four miles from that city. 

On the 31st, the General issued the following proclamation: — 

^f^ General-in^ehief of the American forces to the inkabiianU of Tamau" 

Upas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuiku 

When the American troops first crossed the frontier and entered 
the above states, it was with the intention, publicly declared to you, 
of making war, not upon the peaceful citizens of the soil, but upon 
the central govemment of the republic, with a view to obtain an 
early and an honorable peace. 

The undersigned was authorized by his govemment to levy con- 
tributions upon the people for the support of his army, but unwilling 
to throw the heavy burden of the war upon those, who with few 
exceptions, manifested a neutral disposition, he has continued from 
the first to pay punctually and liberally for all supplies drawn from 
the country for the support of his troops. 

He has used every efifort to cause the war to bear lighdy upon 
the people of these states, and he had hoped by these means, to 
retain .their confidence and to insure their neutrality, in the strife 
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betwaeo hia govenuDoit and that of Mexico; but he legreta lo nj 
ibai his fcjw^lnwM bu not been appreciated, but has been met by acts 
tt( hoctili^ and plunder. The citizena of the countiy, instead of 
porauii^ Ihrai arocationa quietly at home, have, in armed bandsi 
waylaid the roada, and under (he direction, and with the support <^ 
goremment troops, have dCBtroyed trains and murdered drivefs 
under circumstanceB of alrodty which disgrace humanity. 

The tirea of those who were thus wantonly put to death cannot 
be restored ; but the underHigned requires from the people of the 
country, an indemnification for the loss sustained by the deslructi<m 
trf the trains, and the pillage of their contents. To that end an esti- 
mate will be made by the proper officers of the entire loss, and this 
loss most be made good either in money, or in the products of the 
country, by the community at large of the states of Tamaolipas, 
New Leon, and Coabuila, each district or Juzgado paying its jaat 
proportion. 

It is expected that the rich will bear their full share. And the 
underBigned calls upon all good citizena to remain absolutely neutral, 
and to give no countenance lo the bands which infest the connlty 
for the purpose of murder and pillage. It ia his anxious deaiie to 
continue the same pohcy as heretofore ; and he trusts that the coune 
of the citizens will enable him to do so. 

Z. Taylob. 

Mij. Otn. U. 8. A. 

Hbah-Qdibtkks at Monterey, March 31, 1S47. 
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CHAPTER XIIl. 

HE course of events now takcB ns ta 
southern Mexico. While General 
Taylor and the army of occupation 
were thus suBtainiof the glory of their 
flag, on the Rio Grande, most import- 
ant operations were going forward 
under General Winfield Scott, who, 
as we have staled, had been appointed 
h by government to supersede Taylor. 
■ Of these operations, it may not be 
W improper to give a concise acconnL* 
* General Taylor had been placed in 
command at Texas, through the recoin- 

* WiTTiKLii ScDTT wu sdimled tor the pntaman of the Uw. H« WH 
m en lbs ISth of June, IT8S, in the nagbbocbooil (rf* Felenbuig, V*. Ha 
39 228 
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mendadon of General Scott Afler the battles on the Rio Bravo, 
the latter officer was given the sapreme command in that regkm, and 
reached the seat of war on January Ist, 1847. 

ha* enjoyed the benefits of a tiberal education, being placed eariy in life at 
the high Bchool of Richmond, and subsequently passed throogh William tnd 
Mary College, fie entered the army while the difficulties ooaceming imprea* 
ment were pending, and on the 3d cf May, 1808, received his first appointment 
as captain of light artiilciy. His characteristic precisian soon brought him into the 
fiiTorabie notice of his superiors, and led to his promotion as lieotenant-odond, 
in July, 1812. In October of that year he assisted Lieutenant Elliot in cutting 
out the Adams and Caledonia from under Fort Erie, and afterwards defended 
both Tessels with success against a party of British. At Queenstown Hdgfati^ 
he so distinguished himself by personal bravery, as to be intrusted with the 
company of Colonel Van Rensellaer, when that officer had been wounded. 
Here his duties were arduous. The British who were on the point of retreating^ 
received large reinforcements of Indians and regulars from Fort George, and 
zenewed the fight with desperate energy. The American militia, about three 
hundred, had crossed the river to the Canada side, and were now attac^Led by 
thirteen hundred of the enemy, of whom nine hundred were fresh troops. The/ 
fought heroically for several hours, but were obliged to surrender, and were 
marched to Quebec Scott was among them, but was afterwards exchanged 
and returned to Boston. 

In 1813, the attention of the American government was directed to the im- 
poftanoe of strengthening the defences in the north. The fortifications were 
repaired, and additional troops ordered to the firontier ; and in May, Cotooei 
Scott joined the army near Niagara, as adjutant^generaL Here they were 
joined by the troops which had been engaged at the capture of York, and 
General Dearborn, the commander-in-chief, carried on active preparations for an 
attack on Fort George. Toward the end of May these were deemed sufficiently 
advanced to warrant the embarkation of the army, which took place before day- 
light of the next morning. Colonel Scott commanded the advance, whicb 
coiuisted of a detachment of the twenty-second regiment, For^the's corps of 
riflemen, two companies of his own regiment, the second artillery, one company 
of the third artillery, and a company of dismounted dragoons, numbering in all 
about six hundred men. The whole army crossed the river without accident, 
and marched up the rocky shore of the Canada side, with Colonel Scott in 
advance, unappalled by a heavy fire which a party of British incessantly poured 
upon them. The advance rushed up towards the enemy, but were several times 
repulsed, until the anival of the first brigade, when a spirited action of ten 
minutes ensued, at the end of which, the enemy retreated, and were pursued 
toward the village oi Fort George. The whole command then landed and 
formed, silencing a somewhat annoying fire of shells from the village. The 
enemy evacuated the fort, and were pursued to some distance, but with little 
effect Colonel Scott took down the flag of the fort with his own hands, and 
afterwards rejaned his column, and continued the pursuit toward Queens 
town. When vrithin a few miles of that place, they received an order from the 
o(Mnmander-in-chief, directing them to return, and encamp at Newark. The 
•xhausted army obeyed, and retired to Fort George, where it passed the night 

In July 1813, Colonel Scott received the command of a regiment, and was 
ooncemed in the affair of Burlington heights, the burning qf York, and the 
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The confidence of government in his military abilitiei, as well as 
tiie ample powers intrusted to him, will be understood from the 
foUowing order, directing him to the seat of war. 

nnsneccasful (]e<icont atwin Montreal. In the great battiM od the frontier in 1814 
lie figured most coogpkxaomAj, and to him, in a great meaanm, is their ■orciow 
owing. The following account of the engagement at Bridgewater, which we 
abridge frcHn the journal of one who shared its dangers, will oonvej some idea 
of the nature of hie serrioefl. 

''About noon of the 25th, the conunander-in-chief was informed that the 
enemy were landing at Lewistown, and that our baggage and etoret were in 
danger of immediate capture. It was conoeiTed that the moet effisctual mediod 
of recalling him from this object, was to put the army in motion toward Queeoa- 
town. If he was in the field upon the Canada aide, our business was to fight htm 
without loss of time, as General Brown had almost ceased to hope for reinforce- 
ments or co-operation firom any quarter. The support upon which the general 
had hitherto relied, had failed to appear, and the enemy having power of the 
lake could reinforce at pleasure. General Scott with the first brigade, Towson's 
artillery, and all the dragoons and mounted men were accordingly put in march 
on the road leading toward Queenstown. He was particularly instructed to 
report if the enemy appeared, and to call for assistance if necessary. On arriying 
near the foils, he learned that the enemy were in force behind a narrow piece 
of woods directly in his front, and having despatched infofrmation of the fo<^ be 
advanced upon them. Hearing the noise of artillery. General Brown ordered 
the second brigade and all the artillery to march as rapidly as possible to Scott's 
support, and rode down in person with his aids, towards the scene of action. On 
arriving there, the general found that Scott had passed the wood, and engaged 
the enemy on the Queenstown road, with three regiments and Towion's artil- 
lezy, one regiment having been thrown to the right to be governed by ciicum- 
stances. 

Knowing that these troops had suffered severely in the ctmtest. General 
Brown determined to interpose a new line with the advancing troops, and thus 
disengage General Scott and hold his brigade in reserve. By this time Captains 
Biddle and Ritchie's compemies of artillery had come into action, and the head 
of General Ripley's column was nearly up with the right of Scott's line." 

The author then goes on to describe the heat of the engagement, and the 
capture of the enemy's battery by Colonel Miller, and continues : — 

« General Ripley now urged the commander-in-chief to order up Scott, who 
had all this time been held in reserve with three of his battalions. The com- 
mander rode in person to General Scott, and ordered him to advance. Aa Scott 
advanced toward Ripley's right. General Brown passed to the left to speak with 
General Porter, whose militia were at that moment thrown into some confusion 
by a most galling and deadly fire from the enemy, They were, however, kept 
te ^eir duty by the exertions of their gallant chief, and most nobly sustained the 
conflict. The enemy were repulsed and again driven out of sight, but in a 
short time were distinctly seen advancing in great force upon the main line, 
under Ripley and Porter. The direction that General Scott had given to his 
column, would have enabled him within five minutes, to have formed line in the 
tear of the enemy's right, and thus bring it between two fires. But in a most 
unexpected moment, a flank fire from a party of the enemy concealed upon our 
left, foiling upoq the centre of Scott's command, when in open column, blasted 
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Wab BBPA&TmirTy Waihtvotoit, 

Naoember 2Sdt 1846. 

Sn : — The President several days since communicated in pensoii, 
to yooy his orders to repair to Mexico, to take the command of the 
forces there assembled, and particulariy to organize and set on foot, 
an expedition to operate on the Gulf coast/if on arriving at the theatre 
of action, you shall deem it to be practicable. It is not proposed to 
control your operations by definite arid positive instructions, but yon 
are left to prosecute them as your judgment, under a full view of all 
the circumstances, shall dictate. The work is before you,.and the 
means provided or to be provided, for accomplishing it, are com- 
mitted to you in the full confidence that you will use tbem to the 
best advantage. 

The objects which it is desirable to obtain have been indicated, and 
it is hoped that you will jiave the requisite force to accomplish them. 

Of this you mustbe the judge when preparations are made, and 

the time for action arrived. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. Marcy, 

Secretary of War 
Giir. WiirrisLD Scott. 

our pnrad expectations. His column was severed in two, one part pasong to 
tlie rear, the other by the right flank of platoons toward our main line. About 
this time General Brown receiTed his first wound, a musket ball passing tiirough 
his right thigh. A few minutes after, Captain Spencer, his aid, received a 
mortal wound. By this time the enemy had nearly closed with our main Hne. 
Moving up to the left of this line, General Brown received a violent blow from 
a ball, upon his left side. It did not enter, but nearly unhorsed him with its 
force. He met with Colonel Wood, and thought proper to inform him of his 
condition. The colonel exclaimed with great emotion, < Never mind, my dear 
general ; you are gaining the greatest victory that was ever gained by your 
nation.' < His gallant soul (says General Brown,) was exclusively occupied 
with the battle that was then raging with redoubled fiiry.' " 

In this battte Scott was so severely wounded that his life was despaired of; 
but wider the careful treatment of Drs. Physic and Chapman he vras completely 
ciued. Congress rewarded his bravery by a gold medal, and the rank of Majof 
Generai, the highest in the American army ; and the legislatures of New York 
and Virginia voted him their thanks, and a sword from each. He was in the 
Seminole war, but was not permitted to distinguish himself. 

On horseback, General Scott is said to present a fine appearance, being six 
feet four inches high, and possessing a commanding figure. He is distinguished 
lor the deamess of his inilitary plans, the rapidity of their execution, and espe- 
cially tile mathematical precision which distinguishes all his movements. Rare 
oatojal talents, carefully improved by a sound judgment, render him worthy to 
eommand the finces of America. 
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The drat movement of General Scott, was to plan an attack npoQ 
Vera Croz, an important city, defended by a eaiftle whose podtioa 
and fortifications rendered it the key of central Mexico, and wliidi 
was considered impreg;nable.* As at Monterey, the inhabitants had 
increased its defences by planting cannon upon the tops of the hoosesy 
and through holes in the waUs; and each street was commanded 
by cross batteries throughout its whole extent. 

The forces of General Scott were utterly inadequate for.ei^r a 
siege or an assault upon such a place. He was therefore obliged to 

* The Castle of San Juan de UUoa is unquestionabfy the most oelebntted of 
all American fortresses. Its construction wss coipmenced, in the jear 1683, 
upon a bar or bank in front of the town of Vera Cmz, at the distanoe of 1063 
Castillian varas (yards), and it is entirely surrounded by water. The centre of 
the area ooca^ed by dus fortress is a small island upon which Joan de Grajal^a 
landed, a year previous to &e arrival of Cortez upon our continent, and at that 
period it accidental^ received the name which ifretains to this day. It seems 
that there was a shrine or temple erected upon it, in which human victims 
were sacrificed to the Indian gods ; and as the Spaniards were informed tl^esd 
offerings were made, in accordance with the.commands of the kings d AcolhuOf 
they confounded or abbreviated this name into UUoa, which ttiey affixed to ftki 
island. 

Sixty-one years after the conquest, the work was undertaken, and although 
it seems to have been designed not only to defend Vera Crux, but to attack it 
ill case of necessity, that city was, nevertheless, sacked by the piiatei» under tiie 
renovmed freebooter Lorencillo, in the year 1683. 

The cost of the castle has been estimated by various writers to have amounted 
to the sam of forty millions of dollars, and this may be regarded as no 6X« 
aggeration, if we consider the difficulty of obtaining some of the materials of 
which it is composed, and the fact that a large portion of it is built on founda- 
tions laid in the sea, whose waves it has resisted for more than two centuries. 

According to a report made on the 17th of January, 1776, it was the opinion 
of a council of war, composed of distinguished officers, that this fortress, after all 
its defences were completed, would require a garrison for e&ctive service, com* 
' powd of 1700 infantry, 300 artillery, 228 sailors, and 100 supemumerariba. 
The exterior polygon of tlie castle, which faces Vera Cruz, is three hundred 
yards long, while tluit which defends the north channel, is at least two hundred* 
Besides these, there is a low battery, situated in the bastion of Santiago, which 
doubles the fire on tnat channel. The southern channel is also defended by 
the battery of San Miguel. 

The whole fort is constructed of Madrepora Astrea, a spedes of soft ooral, 
which abounds in the neighboring islands. The walls are about five yards in 
thickness, their exterior being faced with hard stone. The castle is amply sup- 
plied with water from seven cisterns, which contain severally 34,948, 17,884» 
19,000, 6,000, 16,685, 4,500, 4,752— in all 93,767— cubic feet of water. 

Before the castle was attacked by the French in 1838, it was defended by 
177 pieces of various calibre — ^instead of 370, its full equipment 

In the year 1844, there were in the castle and city the following munitiomy 
belonging to the artillery : — 
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Older a detachmeot from General Taylor's army, whidi reached him 
in Febniaiy, and augumented his force to about 12,000 men. 

In the same month, the Ondiaka was wredLed near the island of 
Lobos, having on board a regiment of Louisiana volunteers, under the 

Iir Sav Juav ds Ulloa. 

10 (84 pr.) Paixhan gaoa, 6 ( bnm ) 14 inch mortar 

10 (84 pr.) « «* 8 r iron ) 14 



87 ( braai ) 24 poaxMlei% 1 ( farass ) 18 

86 ( iron ) 24 « 6 ( iron ) 18 

2 ( iron) 18 « 1 (ham) 9 

5(braH) 16 « 6 (UrasB) 8 



« 



M 



21 mortara, TUoL 



u 



6 ( inn ) 16 

06 cannon, JbtoL 

Ik Vxba Ckvk«. 

I ( iron ) 24 pounder 6 ( iron ] 6 

1 ( braas ) 18 « 16 ( bnuM } 4 

14 ( braoB ) 12 « 6 ( bran ) 3 

8 ( iron ) 12 « 13 ( iron ) 3 

18 ( braflB ) 18 •« • — 

7 ( iron ) 8 ** Taial, 99 caiuion, and seren mortan. 
10 ( braas ) 6 •• 

In the aame year the Mexican govemment entered into a contract with Stenor 
Eacandor, by which that gentleman was bound to iumish the castle with the 
fiiUowing additional munitions : — 53,342 hollow balls, 35,136 solid do^ 6000 
English muskets, 3000 tercerolas, 3000 cavaliy swords, 5,800 infantry swords, 
2000 musicians* do^ 10 Paixhan guns, 15, 8 and 12 pounders, 8 obuses. All 
theae wen delivered except 48,000 hollow projectiles, and 13,660 sc^id.) — 
Nik^ Register, IS47. 

The strength of this celebrated castle is thus discribed by an officer in the 
American army w*^* The castle of Vera Cniz is no more what it was when 
the French carried it, than is a fuU grown man to an infant. Then there 
were no guns above the calibre of 24 pounds, and the few oi them, were moet 
miserably served. The magaadnes unarched were not bomb-proof. The powder 
was of such an inferior character, that not a shot penetrated a French sbip^ 
hut at the close of the engagement, were stuckjibout the sides of the ship- 
ping, like 80 many balls of mud ; and in addition to all this, the commanding 
officer, having been instructed not to fire the first gun, permitted the French 
squadron to' come up and take its posttimi as quietly, as though mooring to pass 
the winter aeaaon. 

Now let us see what efiect time and a severe lesson have effected. There 
are at present mounted, nearly 300 cannon ........ and wherever it has been 

possible to train a gun upon the channel qf approach, it is planted ; so that a 
fleet moving up to the attack, must l^e exposed to the concentrated fire of seventy 
cannon, over a distance of two miles, before it can get into position to return a 
shot. The casUe of San Juan is about three eighths of a mile firont the city, and 
is supported by a water-batteiy at the northwest angle of the town, of tSty 
82 and 42 pound guns, all of which would bear upon a aquadron pasamg up, 
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coinmand of Colonel de Russy. Soon after gaining the land, they 
were encountered by a lai^ Mexican force under General Cos, who 
demanded iheir iminediate surrender. Although the coloael's mrai 
were without amis, he immediately placed them in full battle arrayt 
in the meantime delaying an answer to the summons, until night. 
He tlien lighted his iires, deserted his heavy baggage, and marched 
rapidly toward the head-quarters at Tampico, which he reached 
without meeting with oppoeiliou. 

from the moment it arrtTed within range, until within musket ihoL The 
garrison at this time is composed of SOUO nteo. In the event of an attack, they 
would with the moat pertbct Btbtj, retiie within the caaematea (which are aa 
impervious to shot aa the sides of Moant OrizalH) until the ammapition of the 
assailing Ibrce was expended, when Ihej would return to their guna and sweep 
the waters, m& the miHt terrific efiect The officer commanding the cutis 
latel? sent i^cial word " that if the commodore would bring hia fleet up, be mig^l 
Ifaie ontil there was not a shot in the locker, and he would promiao bim not to re- 
turn a gun DDti) he was iaoe," 
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A naval force under Commodore Conner had been ordered to co* 
operate with Greneral Soott, while he conducted the attack by land. 
Accordingly he embaiked at the depot, with his whole force, and on 
the 7th of March arrived at Anton Lizardo. 

In company with Commodore Conner, General Scott then made 
a reconnoissance of the city's castle and coast, and selected a position 
on the beach, west of the island of Sacrificios, as the most suitable 
place for the landing of his troops. Active preparations were im- 
mediately commenced, and the landing was eflected on the 0th, with- 
out any opposition from the enemy. 

An eye wimess thus describes the landing. 

** A more stirring spectacle has probably never been witnessed in 
America. In the first line there were no less than seventy heavy 
surf-boa^, containing nearly 4000 regulars, all of whom expected to 
meet the enemy before they struck the shore. 

Notwithstanding this, every man was anxious to be first, and 
plunged into the water waist deep. As they reached the shore the 
' stars and stripes* were instantly floating, a rush was made for the 
sand hills, and amid loud shouts the troops pressed onward. Three 
long and loud cheers rose from their comrades still on board, awaiting 
to be embarked, and meanwhile the tops and every portion of the 
foreign vessels, were crowded with spectators of the scene. Not 
one who witnessed it, will ever forget the landing. Why the Mexi- 
cans did not oppose us is a greater mystery than ever, considering 
their great advantages at the time, and that they have since opposed 
every step of our advance.*' 

The detailed preparations are given in the despatch of Commodore 
Conner as follows : — 

The anchorage near this place being extremely contracted, it became 
necessary in order to avoid crowding it with an undue number of 
vessels, to transfer most of the troops to the vessels of war, for trans- 
portation to Sacrificios. Accordingly on the morning of the 9th at 
daylight, all necessary preparations having been previously made, 
this transfer was commenced. The frigates received on hoard 
between twenty-five and twenty-eight hundred men each, with their 
arms and accoutrements, and the sloops and smaller vessels, numbers 
in proportion. This part of the movement was completed about 
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1 1 o'clock A. Mm and a few minutes thereafteff the squadron wider 
my command, accompanied by the conmiandiog genenJt in the 
steamship Massachusetts, and such of the transports as had been 
selected for the purpose, got under way. Each ship came in and 
anchored without the slightest disorder, in the small space allotted to 
her — ^tbe harbor being still very much crowded, notwithstanding the 
number of transports we had left behind. 

^Whilst we were transferring the troops from the ships to the surf- 
boafii, I directed the steamers Spitfire and Vixen, and fire gun-boats 
to form a line parallel with, and dose into the beach to cover the 
landing. This order was promptly executed, and these small vessels 
from the lightness of their draught, were enabled to take positions 
within good grape range of the shore. As the boats severally received 
Ifaeir complements of troops, they assembled in a line abreast, between 
the fleet and the gun-boats ; and when all were ready they pulled in 
together, under a guidance of a number of officers of the squadroot 
who had been detailed for this purpose. General Worth commanded 
this, the first line of the army, and had the satisfaction of forming 
his command on the beach and neighboring heights just before sun- 
set. Four thousand five hundred men were thus thrown on shore > 
almost simultaneously. No enemy appeared to offer us the slightest 
imposition ...••••.. The whole army consisting of upwards of 
10,000 men, were thus safely deposited on shore, without the slight- 
est accident of any kind. 

General Scott has now with him upwards of 11,000 men. At 
bis request I permitted the marines of the squadron, under Captain 
Edson, to join him as a part of the 3d regiment of artillery. The 
general'inrchief landed this morning, and the army put itself in motion 
at an early hour, to form its lines around the city. There has been 
some distant firing of shot and shells from the town and castle upon 
the troops, as they advanced, but without result." 

Meanwhile thelVfexicans were not idle. Although they unwisely' 
omitted a timely and vigorous opposition to the landing, yet every 
preparation was going forward to defend their fortress. At the same 
time the following proclamation was issued by the governor. 

CoxPATRioTs — Having seen the enemy's squadron, so long ei^- 
pectedy enter this port, in conjunction with the vessels containing the 

30 
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meroenary fioops destmed to operate against this heroic city, it is the 
moment to perform the obligations contracted to our country, with 
▼alor, and b<4dly sustain her sacred rights. 

CoKRADES-— My heart beats with inexpressible satisfaction at the 
desirs that animates us to measure our arms with the daring invaders. 
They present themselves this moment in stronger force, but you wdH 
know their forces were never superior in discipline nor valor. Pos- 
sessing both advantages, you see the struggle in view for our hearths, 
in defence of your interests and your families, in fact, for the inde- 
pendence and liberty of your dear country, united to that justice 
which assists us. These will be sufficient incentives to inflame your 
courage, and convert you into heroes. 

Brave and suffering veterans ! Worthy soldiers of the National 
Gnaid ! The hour of combaf is near ! The capital of your state is 
the point of American ambition I I trust our enemies will find their 
sepulchres in the ports of the same city which they pretend to pos- 
sess, and before we all succumb, we will cause to descend to pos- 
terity a lesson of virtue and honor. 

These are the vows of your compatriot and friend, 

Juan Mosales. 

Some days after the landing, the Americans were joined by Cap- 
tains Ker and Thornton, and Colonel Harney, accompanied by a con- 
siderable body of men, together with many horses. 

On the 11 th. General Scott received a note from Senor Don 
Afilass G. de Escalante, the Spanish consul at the city, requesting that 
the American army would respect the persons and property of 
the Spanish residents, not only during the siege, but also in case of 
an assault This was answered by the American general on the 
13th. In his note, he acknowledged in very polite terms the relation 
between Spain and thei United States, and signified his entire willing- 
ness to accede to the request of the consul ; with a promise to con- 
form to it as far as practicable ; but he reminded him of the (fifficulty 
of discriminating between friend and foe, especially during the 
confusion of an assault by night, and that on such an occasion, even 
a consular flag could scarcely be distinguished. Accompanying die 
answer was a printed safeguard with the sign-manual of General 
Soott, affording protection to all Spanish residents, and a similar one 
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for the British ccmsul. The Mowing is a eopy of the safe 

** 67 authority of Major General Scott, general-in-chief of the 
armies of the United States — ^The person, the family, and the pro- 
perty of the British consul, residing in Vera Craz, his house and 
its contents are placed under the safeguard of the army of the United 
States. To offer any violence or injury to them is expressly for- 
bidden ; on the contrary, it is ordered that safety and protection be 
given to him and them in case of need.*' 

A similar letter, was addressed to Monsieur A. Glouz, the French 
consul, with a request that he would deliver to the Prussian consul 
the safeguard enclosed for him.* 

On the 22d, General Scott summoned the town and garrison to 
surrender, assuring them that they should be treated with all the honors 
of war. The commandant replied, that intrusted as he was with a 
lugh national duty, it become him to use every exertion in order to 
fulfil it ; that he expected a vigorous assault, and was prepared to 
meet it ; and that General Scott might commence hostilities as soon 
as convenient. 

When the flag returned with this intelligence, the bombardment 
commenced in earnest Seven mortars were then in battery, and 
were ordered by General Scott to open immediately upon the city. 
Shortly after, all the smaller vessels of Commodore Perry *st squadron, 
comprising two steamers and five schooners, approached the city 
within about a mile and a quarter, according to previous arrange- 
ment, and being partially covered from the guns of the castle, they 
opened a brisk fire upon the city. This was continued by both 
batteries and vessels, with but little interruption on the part of the 
latter until nine o'clock in the mommg. The night scene was 
grand and terrible. Bombs and rockets traversed the blazing path- 
way of battle, contrasting strangely with the dense gloom that sur- 
rounded them ; while the roaring of mortars, the bursting of bombs, 

* Whosoever belonging to the armies of the United States employed in 
ioreign parts, shall force a aafeguard shall suffer ^edXtL^^Fifty-fifth Article of 
War. 

f Commodore Peny had been appointed by government to supersede Com- 
mooore Conner. 
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the'craahiog of buUdingSi and the dim ciy of the sufferers heaid 
faindy, as it struggled with the distance, rendered that nigfat worthy 
of remembrance to every bidder.* 

In the morning, it became evident that the position of the assault 
ing vessels was one of great danger, and they were therefore with- 
drawn. About the same time, three additional mortars were placed 
in battery, aqd added their terrible dischaiges to the others. The 
fire was now most destructive to the city ; house after house was 
heard to fall, and the bombs rattled and echoed like hail along the 
ploughed-up streets. The batteries of ten-inch mortars were par- 
ticularly destructive, as they were only eight hundred yards from the 
city. Yet notwithstanding the incessant fire from the city and 
castle oommenced long before that of the Americans, General Scott 
lost but two men killed and four wounded. One of the killed was 
Captain John R. Vinton, of the third artillery, who highly distin- 
guished himself at Monterey. He was one of the most talented and 
accomplished members of the army, and at the time of his fall was 
on duty in the trenches as field and commanding officer.t 

Thirteen heavy pounders now arrived from the depot, and two 
of them were safely landed ; but a heavy norther commencing at 
noon, stopped all further landing of either guns, or bombs, and in 
consequence the mortar batteries were obliged to slacken their fires 
mitil the return of a smooth sea. On the night of the 23d, this 
terrible storm abated, and early the next morning the army commenced 
the landing of shot, shells, and mortars. 

The naval battery, (No. 5,) was opened with great activity by 
Captain Aulick, the second in command of the squadron. His fire 
was continued from ten A. M. until two in the aflemoon, when he 
had exhausted his ammunition, and was soon afler relieved by Cap- 
tain Mayo, who landed with fresh supplies. Captain Aulick had 
four sailors killed and Lieutenant Baldwin slightly wounded. Most 
of the other batteries fired but languidly during the day, not only 
from want of shells, but also in consequence of the fury of the 

* See Appendix, artides Bombftrdment and Capitulation. 

j-«I have just attended his honored remains to a soldier's grave, in tali 
view of the enemy, and within reach of his guns." — General <s£o^« Ofiaai 
Report. See Appendbc. 



SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ. 987 

iMNlher, which filled the woiks with aand» neiily m &ii as they 
could be opened^ blinding the laborers and awitteriiig iheir materiaia. 

Early on the morning of the 25th, all the batleiiea commenoed in 
tremendous aetivitf , and the devoted city began to ennnble beneath 
ihmr dreadful dischaiges. But the garrison seemed heedless of their 
losses, and the huge guns o( the San Juan poured forth their fierce 
ahowers of hail with incessant roar. 

On the evening previous. General Soott had received a memorial 
signed by the consuls of Great Britain, France, Spain, and Prussia, 
asking him to grant a truce, to enable the neutrals, Iqgether wifii 
Mexican women and children, to withdraw from the city. To this 
General Scott now replied in substance, as follows : That a tmce 
could be granted only on the application of Governor MiNrales, with 
a view to surrender ; that in sending safeguards to the difierent con- 
suls, commencing as far back as the 13th instant, he had distinctly 
admonished them of the dangers that followed ; that although al 
that date he had refused to allow any person to pass the line of 
investment either way, yet the blockade had been left open to the 
consuls and other neutrals to pass out to their respective ships of 
war, up to the 22d instant. Inclosed was a copy of the summons to 
the governor, showing that General Soott had fully considered the 
hardships and distresses of the place, especially of the women and 
children, before one gun had been fired upon the city. 

The sufierings of the city were now becoming intense. Men, 
women and children were torn to pieces by bombs, or crushed 
beneath falling buildings ; hundreds congr^ted in the streets, were 
raked and thinned by the shells and shot, and the hospitals were 
crowded with the wounded and dying. Under these circumstances, 
the people were clamorous for a termination of their miseries ; and 
numbers of them petitioned the governor to surrender. With a 
bravery, however, which does him honor, he resolutely refused, 
declaring his intention to defend his post until defence was hopeless. 
A council of the citizens and military officers was then held, the 
result of which was, that Morales was deposed, and General Lan- 
^ dero placed in his stead. On the morning of the 26th, die new 
govem<v despatched overtures of surrender to the American com- 
mander, and negotiations were immediately commenced. Consider- 
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able delay was experieaced* as a storm of wind filled die air with 
ahowecs of sandy and rendered it difficult to oommonicate with the 
eityt and utterly impossible to reach the fleet 

Generals Worth and Pillow, and Col<niel Totten, were appointed 
as commissioners by General Sbott, to meet those of the Mexican 
commander. While the conference was going on, Captain AnlidL 
arrived from the fleet, and although not originally included in flie 
specified arrangements, yet the commander did not hesitate to desire 
the Mexicans, with proper courtesy, that the captain might be duly 
intnxiuoed, and allowed to participate in the acts and discussicms of 
the commissioners. He was accordingly received. 

At the conference, the Mexican commissioners oflered six pro- 
positions as the terms on which they were willing to evacuate die 
city ; these, with the reply of the American commander were as 
follows. 
Six PttyxmHom from the Mexican Commimonitn to the General^tuChief. 

1st The garrison will evacuate the place within a time to be agreed 
upon between the belligerent parties, retiring to the city of Orizaba 
or Jalapa, by regular day marches, according to the custom of armies 
on a march. 

2d. The aforesaid garrison shall march out with all the honors of 
war, colors displayed, drums beating, stores belonging to the corps 
of which it is composed, the allowance of field pieces corresponding 
to its force, baggage aiid munitions of war. 

dd. The Mexican flag will remain displayed on the bastion of 
Santiago until the retiring Mexican garrison shall be out of sight oi 
the city, and on hauling it down, it shall be saluted with twenty-one 
guns fired from the same bastion, until which time the forces of the 
United States shall not enter the place. 

4th. The inhabitants of Vera Cruz shall continue in the free 
possession of their moveable and immoveable property, in the enjoy- * 
ment of which tiiey shall never be disturbed, as well as in the exer- 
cise of their religious faith. 

6th. The guards of Vera Cruz, if they find it convenient, to 
retire peaceably to their homes, not to be molested on accoont of 
their conduct in bearing arms in- defence of the place. 

6th. The undersigned desire to know, in case the Senor General 
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Soott should hsTe to oontiniie hostSitiefl, on ■coount of not admittiQf 
tliefle piopositioiiSt if he will permit the neatnls to go oat of die 
place, as wdl as the women md children belonging to the M enem 
families. 

Pbdxo M. HntBBBA, 

JOSB GvrmRKBZ Db YlLLAHVSTAt 

Manvbl Roblbs. 

HxAs QuABTxm* or tib Abkt or ths Uititbb ftriTBt or AxsmicA, 
Camp Watkmgkn, before Vera Crux, Martk VI, 1847. 

The undersigned, Major General Scott, genend-in-chief of die 
armies of the United States of America, has received the report of 
the commissioners appointed by him, yesterday, to meet the com- 
missioners appointed by his excellency, G^eral Landero, the eom- 
mandeHn-chief of Vera Cms and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa. 

In making that report, the undersigned receifed, inlbimally, fiom 
his commissioners, the projet of an arrai^gement pi^sented to them 
by the Mexican comnufsioners, consisting of six articles. Without 
reproducing those articles in exttnta, the undersigned will aimply 
refer to them by their respective numbers. 

Art. 1. Is wholly inadmissible. The garrisons of the places in 
r question, can only be allowed to march out, or to evacuate them as 
prisoners of war ; but the undersigned is willing that each garrison, 
without distinction between regular troops and national guards or 
militia, may retire, in die delay of — days to their respective homes 
—-the officers giving for themselves and their respective men, the 
usual pande of honor not again to serve against the United States of 
America in the present war, nntfl duly exchanged. 

Art. 2. The garrisons may be allowed all the honors of war 
usually allowed to gallant troops ; but to surrender their arms of 
every sort, save the side arms of the officers. 

Art 3. As far as practicable by the cmnmissionerB of the two 
armies, this may be arranged to satisfy the just pride of the gallant 
defenders of the places in questicm. 

Art: 4. Is readily agreed to, and may be solemnly promised. 

Art. 5. This is substantially met in the above remark under 
article one. 

Art. d. Not admissible in any case^ 
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Takii^ the tongqiu^ lemaxkB and the iiwtnictkMis of the imdeF* 
•igiied to hit oommiseionera — ^whkh inBtroctknu were substantially 
eonmnnicaled to the Mexican oommissionem— -as the basis of an 
honorable capitulation, the undersigned, to spare the fortfaer efiuaion 
cS blood, is willing to refer back the whole subject to the same com- 
mismooers of the two parties, provided diat the said commissioners 
meet again to day at ten o'dodi, A. M., at the same place as yester- 
day, and pEoeeed without dday to a definite conclusion of the whde 
subject* 

The nndenigned will wait the answer of his ezceBency, General 
Landero, up to nine o'dodi this day, and, in the mean time renews 
the assurances of his high respect and consideration. 

WiNFiELD Scott* 

The terms upon whidi the city surrendered are as foUows : 

1. The whde garrison or garrisons, to be surrendered to the arms 
of tfie United States, as prisoners of war, the 29th instant, at ten 
o'dock, A. M. ; the garrison to be permitted to march out with all 
the honors of war, and to lay down their arms to such officers as 
may be appointed by the general-in-dtief of the United States armies, 
and at a point to be agreed upon by the commissioners. 

2. Mexican officers shall preserve their arms and private effi^cts 
includiqg horses and horse furniture, and to be allowed, regular and 
inregubr, as also the rank and ffie, five &ys to retire to their re- 
spective homes on parole, as hereinafter described. 

8. Coincident with the surrender, as stipuli^ted in artide 1, the 
Mexican flags of the various forts and stations shall be struck, saluted 
by their own batteries ; and immediately thereafter, Forts Santiago 
and Conception, and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, occupied by 
the forces of the United States. 

4. The rank and file of the regular pwtion of the prisoners to be 
disposed of after surrender and parole, as their general-in-chief may 
desire, and the irregular to be permitted to return to their homes. 
The officers in respect to all arms and description of force, giving 
die usual parde, that the said rank and file, as well as themselves, 
shall not serve Bgaia until duly exdianged. 

5. AU the material of war, and all public property of every de- 
scription found in the city, the castle of San Juan de Ullea and their 
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Takio^ die fyngoiog remarks and the ioetractioiis of the midep* 
fligned to his oommissiooen—- whkii inslroctioiis were subetantially 
eommunieated to the Mexiean comiiiiflBioDerB— -as the basis of an 
honorable ca^itulatioii, the ttndersigned, to spare the icirther effiision 
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5. Ali the matenal oi war, and all public prujieny %n v.>..^ « 
scriptton found in the city, the castle of San Juan de UUoa and 
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dep^idencies, to belong to the United Statee ; bat the unmneiit of 
the same (not mjured or destroyed in the farther proeecQtkm of the 
actual war) may be considered as liable to be restored to Meiieo 
by a definite treaty of peace. 

6. The nek and wounded Mexicans to be aDowed to remain in 
the city with such medical officers and attendants and officers of the 
army as may be necessary to their care and treatment. 

7 Absolute protection is solemnly guarantied to penK>ns in the 
city, and to property ; and it is dearly understood that no private 
bonding or property is to be taken or used by the forces of the 
United States, without previous arrangement with the owners, and 
for a fair equivalent. 

8. Absolute fireedom of religious worship and ceremonies, is 
solemnly guarantied. 

The following incidents connected with this brilliant national tri- 
umph, we odlect from letters of various gentlemen, all eye witnesses 
to the fects which they relate, and all sharers in their dai^iers and 
^ories. 

** On the morning of the .1 1th, the cdumn of General Twiggs 
moTed up with the mounted rifles in advance, to take position on the 
left of the line. The undertaking was a most arduous one, but with 
General Twiggs there is no such word as fail. When his cannon 
conld not be hauled by horses, they were pulled and lifted by his 
men, and they were taken up and over sand ridges that I should 
think it utterly impossible, and beyond the physical strength of men 
to surmount. The advance of this' column arrived at their destina- 
tien on the sea shore, above the town about two o'clock, and the 
rear closed up at sundown. 

The place is now entirely circumscribed, the entire investing 
line occupying a space of eight miles in length. As the troops lay 
stretched along the hills and valleys, with the stars and stripes 
dotted here and there,, fluttering in the breeze, they present to the 
view a majestic and sublime appearance. The enemy are now 
completely within oiir grasp. General Worth occupies the right, 
General Twiggs the left, and General Patterson the centre." 

'' At 4 o'clock P. M. of the 22d, the American battery consist- 
ing of seven mortars, commenced the bombardment of the city. 

31 
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The shells feQ into the place afWr the first fires, and ex{4odBd mth 
as mnch prpcision as could be desired. The city from one end to 
the other soon became enveloped in a dood of smoke — the vivid and 
lurid flashes of the artillery, from their city batteries, breaking tfaroogh 
it at brief intervals, and report after report fdlowed each other in 
qniek soecession until afler the dusk of evening. The shdl and 
round shot fell heavy and fast at the intrenchments behii^ which 
our batteries were planted. 

As soon as Gonimodore Perry perceived diat the land forces were 
engaged, he ordered Captain Tatnall to attack with the ** Mosquito 
Fleet'* The captain inquired at what point he should engage. Perry 
emphatically replied — *^ Wherever you can do the most execution, sir." 
Accordingly the litde fleet took position under a point of land known 
as the Limekiln, about a mile from tlie city, and under prolectioii fimn 
the point blank shot of the casde. They soon opened their fire, and 
were answered by the castle, so that in a little while the powerfiil 
engines of destruction were in full blast, hurling their dreadful missiles 
into the opposite ranks, in rapid succession ; this continued until 
dariL. At 8 o'clock the party in the trenches were relieved. They 
were literally covejped with smoke and dust, and so much disfigured 
that they could not be recognized except by their voices. Shell aAer 
shell exploded in their midst, and shot after shot threw barrels of 
earth from the embankments, over their heads as they lay in the 
trenches. Their escape was almost miraculous. 

Before daylight of the 23d, Captain Tatnall weighed anchor, and 
aided by the clouds which obscured the moon, he approached within 
six hundred yards of the castle. Here he engaged with the fortress, 
and sustained himself for half an hour, when a signal fix>m the Com- 
modore, obliged him to return. This attack is considered one of 
the most daring feats, perpetrated before the castle."* 

* The same writer continues, " During the eariy part of last evening the town 
was lighted up by a building which was set on fire hj the bomb-shells. As 
soon as the fire was discovered from our mortar battery, I was veiy much grati- 
fied to observe the cessation of our fire; for notwithstanding we were en- 
deavoring to destroy their town, or compel them to surrender it with their 
strong holds and foxtifications, still humanity wiould seem to require that a lem- 
poiy cessation of hostiliti^ should take place under such drcumstanoes. War 
is terrible in its most modified form; but the besieging of a dty like Vera Cnn, 
when we know that we are battering down the houses over some fellow cnatoraP . 
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llie ** norther** is thas described by the same pen. 
^ Early on the morning of the 26th, it spruqg up very suddenlyy 
and blew most furiously ail day. There was a general commotion 
by sea and land. The rifWd donds flew like sable^wioged messen- 
gers of death, through the air ; while the lashed ocean, furiously 
piled her crested waves far along the beach. The douds of sand 
swept like hail across the strand, from hill top to the valley's depth, 
and like the sirocco of the Sahara, filled the air with darkness, and 
man and beast with feelings of dismay. The mariner was tempest 
tost, by the quick surges of the angry deep, and fear might well 
blanch the cheek of the boldest. The soldier cowered low to escape 
the drifting sand, which, in almost impalpable particles, penetrated 
even the smallest apertures. Tents were lifted from their positions, 
and in many instances literally torn into ribands, while clothing and 
camp equipage were strewn in confusion for miles around.** 

The particulars of Colonel Hamey*s ** dragoon fight** are as 
follows :— 

** Information was received in camp this morning that a body of 
Mexicans were hanging on our rear, intending to force the lines if 
possible, and make their way into tlie city with a number of cattle. 
Colonel Harney, with one hundred and twenty dragoons, was ordered 
out in search of them, and ordered to report his observations. He dis* 
covered them, about two thousand in number, intrenched at a bridge, 
and supported by two pieces of artillery, three miles from General 
Patterson*s head-quarters. Colonel Harney started on his return, in- 
tending to prepare properly and attack them the next morning. But the 
gallant old soldier knowing that delays are dangerous, could not bear 
the idea of leaving the enemy after having come in sight of them, 
without having a brush. Accordingly, he returned to the place, took 
a position where he could watch their movements, and keep his men 
secure from the enemy's fire. The Mexicans commenced fijring at 
him, and threw a perfect shower of balls all around him, but without 
injury. Colonel Harney then despatched a messenger to camp for a 

lieadfl, Imt cannot tell whether we are destroying soldiers, or women and chil- 
jj^ •••••• together with the sight of blazing houses, lighting up the church 

spires and domes of the prominent buildings, with the fiimUies moving about on 
iiud tops of the houses in the utmost consternation, and even despair, cannot 
do otherwise than ezdte a feeling of commiseration." 
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flimll leinforoemeDt and some artiBery to break the breaslwotks. He 
was reinforced from Grenerai Patteraon's diviaiooy bj Lieutenant 
Jadd, with two pieces of artillery, aboat sixty dragoons, dismoanted* 
and six companies of the first and second Tennessee Volunteen, 
under the command of Colonel Haskell, accompanied by General 
Patterson in person, although he did not take the command from Col- 
end Harney, but merely participated as any other individual who 
was ei^iaged. 

Colonel Harney then formed the Tepnesseeans on the pght, his 
dragoons on the left, and advanced slowly, to draw the fire of the 
Mexicans, until Lieutenant Jodd got his artillery in such a position 
as he desired. The movement succeeded admirably: Lieutenant 
Jodd got his ground within one hundred and fifty yards of the Mexi- 
cans, and commenced firing — they attempted to return it, but as soon 
as a slight breach was made in the parapet, Colonel Harney ordered 
a (diaige, which was answered by a yell from the dragoons and 
T^inesseeans. Colonel Haskell, Captain Cheatham and Captain 
Foster were the first men to leap over the breastwork, and, as a naval 
officer remarked, who witnessed the whole afifair, the balance went 
over so much " like a thousand of brick," that there was no telling 
who was first or last. As might have been expected, the Mexicans 
were unable to stand a charge from " the boys who stood the fire of 
the Black Fort at Monterey." A few of the incumbrances were soon 
thrown out of the way, and Colonel Harney with his dragoons, 
leaped the breastwork and gave chase. 

He had not proceeded more than a mile before he found the enemy 
fiirmed in line to receive him. He immediately deployed, and 
from the head of the line ordered a charge. When he approached 
within about twenty yards of the enemy's line they gave him a fire 
from their side arms, but overshot. Then came the test of strength 
and skill — the dragoon with sword in hand, met the confiding lancer, 
with pointed lance, ready to receive him. The contest was but for 
a short time. In many instances, lances were twisted from their 
denched hold ; the Mexicans were unsaddled and driven helter-skel- 
ter in every direction, and pursued by the dragoons in detachments. 

Colonel Harney and several of his ofiicers met their men in sm^ 
combat, but none of them received any injury except Lieutenant 
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Neili, adjutant of the lament, who was wounded seyerely in two 
places from his magnanimity in attempting to capture a Mexican in 
stead of killing him. In full run he overtook the retreating Mexican* 
and placing his sword fn front of him, commanded him to surrender, 
whereupon the Mexican drove his lance into his magnanimous adr 
versary. As the lieutenant wheeled his horse to despatch hinit 
another Mexican chaiged up and struck him with a lance. However, 
severely wounded as he was, in two places, he conquered one of his 
foes, and a corporal came up in time to setde accounts widi the other. 

In this affair Colonel Harney had four wounded and one killed. 
Lieutenant Judd had one killed ; and the Tennesseeans had Messrs. 
Fox, Long, Woodly, and one other of Captain McCown*s company, 
whose name I could not ascertain, wounded. Mr. Young, a Texan 
Ranger, who was acting as guide, was also wounded slightly. Nine- 
teen Mexicans were found dead at the bridge behind the breastwork. 
Colonel Harney killed fifty and wounded about the same number. 
The Mexican force was near 2000 ; Colonel Harney's about 500. 

Ci^onel Haskell, Captains Cheatans, Foster, Snead, Lieutenant 
Jodd and all the officers and men in the command ar^ spoken of in 
the very highest terms by Colonel Harney, for their gallant con* 
duct throughout the whole affair. 

General Twiggs was appointed governor of the city of . Vera 
Cruz and castle of San Juan de Ulloa, and under his energetic govern- 
ment, order and tranquillity were soon established. General Scott 
used every means in his power to conciliate the inhabitants, and in- 
spire them with friendly feelings toward the Americans. After the 
capitulation he requested a personal interview with those of the garri- 
son, who had distinguished themselves in tlie defence, and after com- 
plimenting them highly for their bravery, he dismissed them without 
parole. With the same object in view, he issued the followiog 
proclamation. . 

Majob-Obiteral Scott, GenerMrt'chief of the armMs of the United States 

of America, to the good people of Mexico* 

^MtxiCfma ! — At the head of a powerful army soon to be doubled, 
a part of which is advancing upon your capital— and with another 
amy with Major-General Taylor, in march fr6m Saltillo toward 
Ban Luis Potosi — I think myself called upon to address you. 
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3fexiean9 / — Americant are not yoar enemieSf bat the enemies 
^Hr a timet of thoee men who, a year ago miagov e med yon, and 
brought about thia unnatural war between two great repuUica. We 
are the friends of the peaceful inhabitants of the country we occnpy, 
and the friends of your holy religion, its hierarchy and iti priesthood. 
The same diurch is found in all parts of our own country, crowded 
with devout Catholics, and respected by our government, laws and 
people. 

For the church of Mexico, the unoffending inhabitants of the 
(^tintry, and their pn>p<Hty, I have from the first done everything in 
my power to place them under the aafeguard of mar/to/ law^ against 
the few bad men in this army. 

My orders, to that effect, known to all, are precise and rigorous. 
Under them several Americans have already been punished by fine, 
for the benefit of Mexicans, besides imprisonment, and one for a rape, 
has been hung by the neck. 

Is this not a proof of good faith and energetic discipline ? Other 
proofe shall be given as oflen as injuries to Mexicans may be detected. 
On the other hand, injuries committed by individuals or parties of 
Mexico not belonging to the public forces, upon individutis, small 
parties, trains of wagons an^ teams, or of pack nrales, or any other 
persons or property belonging to tliis army, contrary to the laws of 
war, shall be punished with rigor ; or if the particular offenders be 
not delivered up to the Mexican authorities, the punishment shall 
fall upon entire cities, towns or neighborhoods. 

Let, then, all good Mexicans remain at home, or at their peaceful 
occupation ; but they are invited to bring in for sale, horses, mules, 
beef, cattle, com, bariey, wheat, flour for bread, and vegetables ; cash 
will be paid for every thing this army may take or purchase, and 
protection will be given to all sellers. The Americans are strong 
enough to offer these assurances, which should Mexicans wisely 
accept, this war may soon be happily ended, to the honor and 
advantage of both belligerents. Then the Americans having con- 
verted enemies into friends, will be happy to take leave of Mexico 
and return to their own country." 

After the capitulation every thing remained quiet in the city, until 
the commencement of June, when the movements of Santa Anna, 
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■eemed to indiata an intended att»^ upoa it. The deaigns of the I 
diclalor wen bovever unknown, bat it was more prafaabte that bs 
wonld dinct hU attention more to the defence of the capital, than lo 
an aaaatilt on an impregnable citf . 

On the Slat t>( Match a detachmeot of Commodore Perry's fleett 
noder Captain Hunter, appeared before the town of Alvarado, and 
demanded its surrender. Notwithstanding the many advantages of 
the garrisoU) the demiind was complied with, and the town capitulated 
without fiiii^ a gun. The lieutenant was subsequently called to 
account, and censured for having exceeded his authority and disobej^ 
ed ofders in this affair. His punishment was a dismissal from the 
squadKNi, then actively engaged before the enemy. 
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HalloDil BrUf*. 

CHAPTER XIV. 
»«ttl( of Stttra {lioillo. 

N ihe 8lh of April the 
American army left Vera 
Cniz, ami marched for 
the iDlerior. On the 
17th they encountered 
the Mexicans at Sierra 
Gordo, a^tron^ inoiintain 
_ pass situated on the main 
road to the capital, be- 
tween Vera Cruz and 
Jalapa. It had been 
strongly fordfied, and was 
occupied by more Uian 
»>,0O0 troops imder Santa Anna. Tiie posilidn completely eom- 
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mandB a defile through which a carriage road is cat, aa well as the 
heigfata in the neigfabouiiiood. This circamstance rendoed it an 
excellent military position from which to impede the progress of an 
enemy, attempting to penetrate to the capital. 

On the principal hill, which is called the TelegraphOf the Mezi- 
cana constracted a parapet commanding the front and sides, thns 
opening upon the principal roads and jforming the c^itre of their 
camp. The carriage road situated to the right of the Cerro del 
Teltgrapho^ and following a curve formed by the base of it, was cat 
at a point where tlie defile was deepest. Behind this at a short 
distance was constructed a^ parapet, which followed a direetioa 
almost parallel with the road, and completely commanding it. This 
was constructed solely for the infantry, and as a position for the bat- 
tery of tlie glacis. On the right of the carriage road, is a road lead- 
ing from this battery to three heights, about a mile (rom the Ceno 
del Telegrapho. This was fortified to impede ihe passage hy the 
old road leading from the Plan del Rio, and for the purpose of attack- 
ing by the left, the carriage road. These three heights wero manned 
by the Mexicans, the advanced lines'of the left, centre and right ; and 
in addition to them, a reserve was posted in a defile through which 
the road passes, half a mile west of the battery of the glacis, the 
tierra caliente or low level, terminates at the Plan del Rio<, the site 
of the American camp. From this place the road ascends in a long 
cirouit among lofty hills, whose commanding points had all been 
fortified and garrisoned by the enemy. Thus the intrenchments ol 
the Mexican right rested on a precipice that overhung an impassable 
ravine, forming the bed of the Rio Frio or Cold river, and extended 
continuously to the road, on which was placed a formidable battery. 
On the opposite side was the lofty and difiicult height of Sierra 
Gordo, commasding the approaches in all directions. The main j 
body of the Mexican army was encamped on level ground, with a 
battery of five pieces, half a 'mile on the height toward Jalapa. 

After examining these difficulties. General Scott resolved to push 
daily reoonnoissances towards the enemy's position, in order to open 
a route to debouch on the Jalapa road, while the main army attacked 
the enemy's left and rear. This was an arduous undertaking. The 
road had to be made along difiicult slopes, over deep chasms, and 
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juUiDg precipices. It was began by Lieutenant Beauregard, and 
continued by Caplain Lee of the engineers^ who advanced undis- 
coreredto the Mexican Jines, when farther reconnoissance became 
impossible^ without an action. The Jalapa road, the destined point of 
debouchure was not therefore gained, though believed to be near. It 
was now evident that to reach that point, and cut off the expected 
retreat, the army must storm Sierra Gordo. 

The dispositions for the attack were promptly made by the Ame* 
rican commander. On the 17th, General Twiggs*s division, rein* 
forced by that of General Shields, was thrown into position, and 
attacked by the Mexicans while taking up the ground to bivouac 
with the opposing height for the heavy battery. Tlie action was 
begun by a company of seventh infantry, under brevet Lieutenant 
Crardiner, and continued with spirit and effect for some time. The 
Mexicans fought with fury, and many officers and men of the Ameri- 
cams were killed and wounded. While the fire was hottest. Colonel 
Harney, suddenly poured into action, with his column of riflemen ; 
and before his galling fire the Mexicans fled on every side. The 
height was immediately occupied, and during the night a battery of 
one twenty-four pounder was placed upon it, together with two 
twtoty-four pound howitzers, the whole under the superintendence 
of Captaui Lee and Lieutenant Hagner. Next morning the guns 
were opened and served with efiect by Captain Steptoe and Lieu- 
tenant Brown of the third artillery, and Lieutenants Hagner and 
Seymore, first artillery.. 

The same night, with extreme toil and difficulty, an eight inch 
howitzer was put in position across the river, opposite the enemy's 
right battery. Major Burham of New York, with four volunteer 
companies, performed this creditable service, the whole being super- 
intended by Lieutenants Tower and I^idly. 

Early on the morning of the 18th, the American columns moyed 
to the general attack. Pillow's brigade assaulted tlie right of the in- 
trenchments, but was obliged to retire. General Twiggs's division, 
was ordered to storm the strongest position of the enemy— that of 
Sierra Gordo ; and on the result of this assault, the fate of the batde 
hung. The troops advanced steadily and rapidly, amid a tremendous 
fire, pierced the centre, gained command of all the intrenchments 
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BatIK nt Rleirs Gordo. 

and cut them off fntn support. Colonel Riley a brigade of in&ntr)' 
now pushed on against the main body of the enemv, and ilie giins 
of their own fort were soon turned to play on that portion under li:e 
immediate oonunand of Santa Anna. Meanwhile General Shidda 
assanlled the left, and carried ihe rear battery of live guns, Bituaied 
on the Jalapa road, thus completing' the root of the enemy. 

When the fate of the battle was decided, the caralry, atloided by the 
batteries of Wall and Taylor, were pushed on towards Jil^w. 'f%e 
pniBuii was hnt, and many of the Mexicans were killed or « 



Battle op sierra gordo. ass 

llw riclory was decUiTe, ihe Mexican aimy bring otteriy d» 
oi^anized. Iia imroediale consequences were, the poaKMion of 
Jalapa, the abandonment of La Haya, a moal importanl paM between 
Vera Crui and the capital, and ibe prompt occnpa&>n by Worth*! 
iiiviaion of the fortresa of Perote, with its eitenaire armament of 
Mixty-six guns, and mortars, together with a large quantity of Other 
supplies. 

The whtde American force [M«wnt at Sierra Qordo was 6,&00 
I men ; their loss was 33 officers, and SQ8 men — in all 431, of 
whom 6S were killed. 1^ fotve of the «iemy was estimated at 
1Q,000,and thelossat lOOOor 1200. 

On the same day ttiat the Americans gained the victory of Sierrft 

Oordo, the (own ofTuspan was captured alter a alight resistance, 

by a portion of the Gulf squadron, under Commodore Fnry ; and 

on the following day the ci^ of Jalapa was IsAxa without oppoaitirai 

I by General TwiggB. 



From this place General Scott issned a second prodamalion to 
he Mexican nation, similar in lone to his previous one, and widi 
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an additioiial a]|;uiiient for the Mexicans* attention, drawn fiom the 
leinlta of Sierra Gordo. It waa issued on the 11th of May, and 
reached the city of Mexico on the lOtfa. Although severdy de- 
nounced in most of the journals, as an attempt at preyaricatkm and 
Mexican dishonor, it is said to have heen productive of considerable 
effect among the intelligent portion of the population ; and indeed 
the style and scope of it are such as are likely to prove acc^taUe 
to the natimi at laige. 

On the 15th, a portion of the American army, under General 
Worth, iq;>proached Puebla, in which Santa Anna was busily occu- 
pied in obtaining provisions and other necessaries for his army. On 
arriving at the plain of Amasoca, they were met by a body of 
fifteen hundred lancers, and a skirmish ensued, in which three of 
the enemy were killed, and seven wounded. They then broke and 
were hotly pursued by the Americans, who entered the city with- 
out opposition. 

At the retreat of the cavalry Santa Anna left Puebla in haste, and 
proceeded toward the capital, which he entered on the 19th. Here, 
according to report, his reception was any thing but flattering. The 
rabble were exasperated by the late heavy losses, and now deter- 
mined on revenging themselves on the man who had deceived their 
fond hopes, and shown himself incapable of defending them. The 
report however of his being stoned and openly cursed, and of the 
guard being doubled to save his life, is probably an exaggeration. 
This is proven by the fact that in a few days he was able to raise 
another laige army, with which he proceeded toward the del Bio 
Pass, and commenced fortifications, with a view to oppose the pro- 
gress of General Scott. Accounts of the movement and disposi- 
tion of his army, render it highly probable that we shall soon receive 
intelligence of another Sierra Gordo affair between the two com- 
manders. 

. Recent news has brought the important intelligence that General 
Cadwallader, of the Pennsylvania regiment, has had a batde widi 
a body of Mexican cavalry, and defeated them. We give the par- 
ticulars as received by the mail, together with other interesting 
movemefits qf portions of the army. 

Qi| the 8!th of July, a small reopnnoitering party, together with 
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MMie eiliaBeiM and disbuided MMien, in number tboal one hondrad 
and filly, with aevent^r^five afmed men and thirty mounted, left Pnebln 
Ibr Veim Cms* Hue party was onder command of Captain Bftin- 
bridge, of third artillery. On leaving Jalapa and getting near 8iem 
Gordo, this party was informed that it would not be prudent to go 
tfaioagh the pasa^ aa there were four thousand Mexicans in the chs|>* 
paial along the pass* PreTioos to this the officen who had gone to 
the rear of the train, were fired al fipom the chapparal, at the month 
of tfie pass. 

The party was oiganised and marched through without meeting 
an enemy, and arrived at the bridge that evening* While they 
were bivooadiing on the other side of the bridge, bemg so fatigued 
that they were unable to furnish a guard, they were informed that 
some persons were barricading the bridge. A guard was then sta* 
tioaed bebw the bridge and the encampment, to jnevent the party 
being surprised. 

At this time, signal lights on the ridges and difls were distincdy 
seen. Before daylight the scouting party were sent out, and also 
a party to clear the bridge, whidi was done without any oppoai* 
tion. 

The main body of the party then passed over the bridge. Every 
tiling then appeared to be safe; and all danger being passed. Lieu* 
tenant McWilliams and Mr. Flrazer were sent back to bring on the 
train on tfie other side of die bridge. As they were entering fhe 
bridge a party of about twenty-five Mexicans appeared on die 
bridge, and fired several vollies on them. 'Hie wagon master and 
four others, who were passing the bridge, were fired on, and the 
whole five were killed, and the wagon captured. It was of no 
great value. 

Afler the fire had ceased, a party of lancers appeared on die 
bridge, and seemed to be prepared to charge, but seeing that Cap- 
f mn Bainbridge's party were preparing to receive them, they wheeled 
their horses and galloped ofif. Bainbri<%e pursued his mardi in good 
order, followed by four hundred or five hundred foot lancers, who 
hung upon his rear and flanks for four or five miles, but at a respeetr 
fill distance. Thus hemmed in, this little party pursued its way 
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mil U airived whtn Colonel Mclntoih had encamped with Ui 
tnda. 

The Mexieanf who had attacked Baiiibridge*a par^, were the 
aame who had compelled Colonel Mcintosh to halt and wait lein- 
fiMcementa. The partjr lemaiQed that night in Mclntosh'a camp* 
and during the whole time the Mexicans kept a oontinual fire on 
the campf approaching with the greatest bc^dnesa to veiy near onr 
sentinela. 

On the next day Captain Bainbridge's party resumed its maidi 
to Yeia CniZt beiQg joined by Captain Duperus's United States dm- 
geonst who were sent back to their horses. This oompanyy with 
its gallant captaint behaved very handsomely at the attack on 
Mcintosh's camp ; indeed it was generally admitted that Colooei 
Mcintosh's command was saved by the gallantly of Duperua's 

party. 

Captain Bainbridge's party oontmued their march to Vera Cniz« 
where they arrived in safety. 

In the mean time* Dupenis's party having a loQg return train to 
goaidi and being Ijureatened by a luge party of laneera, halted at 
Santa Fe, where they were charged by a greatly superior forcei 
whieh they gallantly rppiilsed» killing many of the enemy and suf- 
fering no loss themselves. It was said* however, that some of oor 
wagons were out off and the drivon were taken prismiere. Captain 
Duperus arrived safely in Vera Crua, having lost three men killed* 
mi three wounded. 

On the day Csqptain Bainbridge's party left Mclntosh'a camp» 
Oeneial Cadwallader had arrived with a foroe of eight hundred 
men and two howitiera, under command, and pushed on towards 
the National Bri4ge. On approaching the bridge. General Cadwal- 
lader occupied the heighls commanding the bridge, from which the 
enemy had .fired on Captain Bainbridge's party, where he was 
attacked by a laige foroe of the Mexicans, posted on the ridgea and 
ip the chapparal, and some hard fighting was carried on for aeveral 
hours, the Mexicans losii^f over one hundred men, and Qenerai 
Cadwallader loaiiig some fifiem killed* and some thirty or forty 
wounded: the Mexicans were repulsed. 
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The bridge was sucoeMfulty panwd by Genenl CadwaHadery 
who was on his way to Jalapa. 

The estimated loss of Colonel Mcintosh's party was about foot' 
thousand dollars. The road for miles was strewed wiA empty 
boxes and bacon sides, which had been captnied by the enemy* 

There was a great deal of dissatisfaction in the army respeeliog Hm 
oommaLnd which had charge of the train. There will be a eoort of 
inquiry into the subject • 

The garrison of Jalapa has been broken tip by order of Oemrai 
Scott, and all the sick and government stores have been sent to PeiolB 
Castle, so that this line of commnnication is entirely dosed. Genenl 
Scott has had a road opened from Perote to Tospanyfiom which, is 
future all our stores and men will be sent 

The success of &e attack on Mcintosh's command has given great 
confidence to the guerillas, who are swarming in great numben 
^trough the country, and attacking all our parties lugB and small* 

It was chiefly owing to the gallantry of CaptEun Bennett, the pay- 
master, that the specie wagons in charge of the party were saved* 
He was in one of them himself when the wagon was attacked, and 
fought Tike a tiger. 

There are about one thousand men encamped at Vera Crus; 
Creneral Shields was at Jalapa, and was about to leave for the United 
States, when he received an order from General Scott to join him at 
Puebla. 

There are no preparations to defend any point between Puebla and 
the capital ; all the odds and ends of this army are collected in the 
city, about twenty thousand in number, but poorly armed, and are 
miserably provided for. 

There was a small pronuncimnento at the city of Mexieo. It 
was early put down by General Bustamente. It was got up by 
factions of the populace party, and Gomez Farias party. Their cfy 
was <* Down with Santa Anna,*' but the president ad interim still 
maintains his power and influence. 

Congress had refused to accept his resignation. . 
We have about six thousand men at Puebla, under oommand of 
Worth and Quitman. General Scott will remain at Puebla natft he 

b reinforced. 

33 
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Ofloenl Bnvo is in ocmimaiid of the anny at the capital. 

Since the above was written, we have learned that in the 
between General Cadwalader and the Mexicans at the National 
Bridget the company of Lieutenant Blakely, of the newiy-raiaed vo- 
Innteers, with two howitzers, chai]ged the banicades and swept them 
with a few discharges from ihe howitzers. 

In passing through, however, Lieutenant Blakely recdved a heavy 
fire fiom the enemy on th^ i;^dge which commands the road, by 
which he sustained a loss of one killed, and four wounded, the lieu- 
tenant himself being wounded in the leg. They also lost several 
horses. The heights were then charged on the right and lefl d the 
load and gallantly carried, the enemy flying before them in great 
confusion. «» 

When General Cadwalader had passed the bridge, he was at- 
tacked by a large party d guerillas, who kept up a continual fire on 
his men for a long distance. 

At Sierra Gtordo, it was thought from reports of heavy firing that 
Ihe enemy had made a stand in great numbers, though no apprehen- 
sions were entertained for the safety of General Cadwalader's oooh 
mand, who was moving in a bold and steady manner — ^the only way 
to deal with the Mexicans. 

Captain Gates's company of third dragoons was sent by General 
Cadwalader to the rear, to reinforce the guards of the train, wiio 
were attacked by a large force of lancers, which they repulsed with 
oonsideraUe loss. 

There is much sickness in Vera Cruz, but very little in the 
castle. 

General Cadwalader is much praised for the energy and prompt 
ness of his movements to the rescue of Colonel Mcintosh, and for 
Uiet bravery and skill with which he scattered the swarms of gueriOas, 
grown confident by the success of their previous enterprises. 

General Scott was at Puebla at the last accounts. The editors 
of El AreoiriM had received dates from the capital up to the 2d of 
June. 

Santa Anna had a second time sent in his resignation' of the presi- 
dency. Ccmgress had not, up to that time, accepted it. He had also 
made a formal resignation of his office as oommander-inH^hief of the 
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army, which, like his resignation of the presidency, lenudned in 
abeyance. 

Five Mexican generals, whose names are not given, have been 
arrested, and sent to the difierent states for confinement. 

The gallant Captain Walker has commenced his work of retails 
tion on the guerillas. On the morning of the 8th instant, he started 
ivith his command from Perote, on an expedition some distance into 
the interior. During the expedition he succeeded in gapturing nine 
gaeriUas and an alcalde. He has employed them in clearing the 
streets and sinks. 

A letter had been received in Vera Cruz on the 1 5th instant, pre- 
vious to the sailing of the Galveston, direct from the head-quarters of 
Qeneral Scott, stating that Oeneral Scott had issued orders for the 
removal of the prisoners from Vera Cruz to Tuspan. This change 
"was said to be partly owing to the sickness in Vera Cruz, and because 
communications could be more easily kept up between Tuspan and 
Puebla, than between the latter place and Vera Cruz. 

The same mail informs us that Generals Scott and Worth, with 
the main body of the army, had advanced as far as Rio Frio, with- 
out opposition, when they were met by a deputation from the capital, 
bearing propositions of peace. The exact tenor of these propositions 
is not known ; but they were of such a nature, that General Scott 
refused to accept them, and determined to push on his forces for the 
capital. General Herrara is understood to have been elected presi- 
dent, and from the deep anxiety felt by the new government to stay 
the approach of the Americans, it is thought that further concessions 
would be made to General Scott before he took up his line of march 
from Rio Frio. 

Such are the principal occurrences in the Mexican war up to the 
present time. The languor which has characterized the operations of 
the last month, will probably soon be broken, either by the news of 
peace or of another severe engagement. All the active operations, 
are confined to General Scott, as Taylor is now cramped by want' 
troops, and of the necessary supplies for his small army. 

At the present time (August 1847,) it appears by the most recent 
dates from Mexico, that the government of that country have ap- 
pointed or are about to appoint commissoners to negotiate a treaty 



360 LIFE OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

«f peaee. This demonatration may be the lesott of a aiooere decira 
fer peaca. or of a determination to gain time, by an appaioit wil- 
Ungneu to grant whatourgovemmentevidentlydesires. Luinccnty, 
treachery and bad faith have mailed the conduct of the Mexicana 
throo^^t the war ; and every fact, connected with the contest, goes 
to prove that it is in Tain to parley with them. In negDtiatic« ihey 
have recouiae to such deceit, that we are no match for ihem ; but in 
the field they are no match fur us. Whenever a peace is concluded 
we shall obtam firom them whatever we are able to gain by a demon- 
itration of anqueetionable power ; strong and decisive measnres ue 
the only ones which can bring the Mexicans to a sense of their true 
position, and make ihem yield to the demands of justice. So long 
as they can amose us, and delay active operations by delusive nego- 
tiations about peaee, the war will be protracted ; but when it is per- 
DMved by them that further diaaslers cannot be arrested but by 
•ubtnissioD, then peace will ensue. 
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I maiaod duriif the last few 
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saiy to enable him to advance 
on San Luie Polo«i. Thia 
mast be iufBcienfljr trying to a 
commander of so active a di»- 
poaitioD, at a moment when 
the atate of the war calls for 
active meaaures. Bat thia is 
It dw only trial to which his patience has been recently subjected. 
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Oeoeral Villamily the Mexican oomnaiider at Sao Luis Potosi* ad- 
dressed to him in the month of May, a letter of a pecnliaily insnlting 
diaracter, the tenor of which will appear by the answer of General 
Taylor, which we give b^Iow. This answer is highly characteiietie 
of the general, evincing at once his firmness and moderation, t<^ther 
with that high bred courtesy, which even under the most exasperal* 
11^ circumstances ever marks the true gentleman. 

The answer of General Taylor to General Yillamil is as follows : 

HSAII-QUABTSRS, KKAB MoZTTKRST, JMsy 19/^ 1847. 

Sir— -I received yesterday your communication of the 20th instant, 
which informs me that you are instructed by the President substi- 
tute of the republic to address me, with a view to demand from me 
a cat^rical reply—*' whether my wishes and my instructions are 
to prosecute the war in conformity to the laws of nations and as war 
is conducted by civilized countries, or as barbarous tribes carry it 
on among themselves, it being understood that Mexico is disposed 
and resolved to accept the manner which is proposed or carried out, 
and awaits the result in order to dictate its measures accordingly." 

If these instructions were not communicated to me through an 
authority as highly respectable as yourself, I should refuse to believe 
they emanated from the chief magistrate of the republic, containing, 
as in fact they do contain, in my judgment, an implied but not less 
deliberate insult towards me and towards the government which I 
have the honor to represent. Viewing them in this light, I shall 
decline givii^ the categorical reply which is demanded of me, which 
I do with the respect due to his excellency the president. 

As you have thought fit to communicate to me the instructions of 
your government at some length upon the manner in which the war 
has been carried on upon my part, I improve this opportunity to 
make some remarks upon the subject. 

The outrages to which especial reference is made, came to my 
knowledge after they had been perpetrated, and I can- assure you 
that neither yourself nor the President of the republic can have felt . 
deeper pain, than that which I felt on the occasion. All the means 
at my disposal within the limits of our laws were employed, but in 
the greater number of cases fruitlessly, to identify and punish the 



LETTER TO VILLaMIL. 

deluiqueiitB. I cannot suppose that joa have been ao ifl-mianiiedv 
as to bdieve such atrocities were eommitted by my comufaiieeb 
order, or ooii8ent« or dial they by tfaemsdves give an idea of tf» 
manner in which the war has been praseenled in this part of lieooDO. 
They were in troth onlbrtnnale exoeptions»eaoaed by 
which I ooaU not eontroL 

It appears to me m point to infimn yoo, that from the 
the American army set foot upon the teiritory of Bf ezioo» it hw 
sufifered individually, the loss of offieers and soldien who have been 
assassinated by Mexicans, sometimes almost in sight of their own 
camp. An outrage of this character preceded the melancholy affiur of 
Catana. I do not mention these truths with the view of jnstifyii^ in 
any manner, the practice of retaliation, because my government is 
sufficiently civilized to make a distinction between the lawless ads of 
individuals, and the general pdiey which governs the operations of 
an enemy ; but you have endeavored to make a comparison between 
<Hir respective governments in r^rd to the manner in which they 
conduct the war, which I cannot pass without remark. In this con- 
nection, it should be borne in mind that the Mexican troops have 
given to the worid the example of killiqg the wounded upon the field 
(^battle. 

As you have adverted to the requisition which I have made upon 
the people of these states to make indemnity for the losses incurred 
by the destruction of one of our trains, I take the liberty of informing 
you that this was not the act of the Mexican troops exclusively, hot 
that the rancheros of the country were chiefly concerned in it ; and 
that the subsequent assassination and mutilation of the unarmed 
teamsters were marked by an atrocious barbarity unequalled in the 
present war. 

It is with pain that I find myself under the necessity of address- 
ing you in a manner to which I am little accustomed ; but I have 
been proYoked to do so by the object and the manner of your com- 
municatiori, which is objectionable, in my estimation, as wril in its 
insinuations as in its tone. With respect to the implied threat of 
vetaliation, I beg you to underatand that I hold it at its true worth, 
and that I am at all times prepared to act accordingly, whatever may 
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be tbe poliey or mode of cairying on the war which the Bfenca 
^Yeroment or its generals may think it proper to adopt. 
I am, air, with much respect, your obedient Servant 

Daring the reoent period of inaction, Greneral Taylor has been 
fivqoently addressed by indiWdnids and committees, in reference to 
his position as an acknowledged candidate for Uie office of Presideiit 
of the United States. His answers to these communicationB are 
always dignified and patriotic, evincing that with him duty is a 
primary, and office a secondary consideration. If he should ever be 
nJsed to this eleTated situation, it is very endent that he wfll stamp 
upon ihe government his own character of eneigy, firmness and de- 
cision. No party or clique will ever direct his movements, or divert 
the straight line of his manly pcKcy. 

In person General Taylor is described as being about five feet 
eight indies high, inclined to corpulency and a little round shooldered. 
His weight comes up to the standard of the old revolutionary generals, 
most of whom exceeded two hundred pounds. His legs are remark- 
ably short, so that while sitting on horsebadL, he appears much taller 
than he really is. He has a high forehead, a laughing but penetrating 
eye, and a striking expression of finnness about the mouth. His hair 
is neariy white, and the expression of his countenance is stroDgiy indi- 
cative of the humanity and benevolence which so signally mark his 
character. His habits are remarkably plain, and his style of living, 
simple in the extreme.* He hardly ever appears in foil dress, pre- 
ferring a linen roundabout, cotton pantaloons, a straw hat in warm 
weather. In rainy or cold weaker, he appears in that famous 

* The foUowing description of Qeneral Tdytor^s kitchen, of which we hHT0 
placed a picture at the beginning of this chapter, will serve to illustrate the 
■mplidtf of his style of living. 

Cahp nxab Moktekxt, May llth^ 1847. 

What do you think of this picture of the kitchen >Bf the old general, or rather 
what do yon think of the kitdien itself t It is quite a good representation of it. 
Here are barrels, tobe made of old barrels, paUs, tin dishes and the good M 
eoflbe-pot anaagedbefiMre you, with not a few stumpa of M trees, — an odd place 
I assure you is this same kitchen. It is all out oi doors, for there is nothing 
but a n^ roof, made of slabs, with a few large rocks pulled up beneath 
it on one ade, against which the fire is made, to keep it from being entinly 
blown away. Don't finrget the harness of Greneral Taylor's travelling wagooi^ 
upon one tifUhe comers of the moss tub, part of which you see on iie right* 
with the interpreter's tent between it and the kitchen. 
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old bnnm orerooal, whidi km hma wmm m m mmmj 

and which promiseB to rivil in ce lehri^ Iha gnj NrtMt of Ni|m^ 

lean. 

General Tajrlor*s rhanicter app^an ao strikiqf m the aeliiBs 
whidi we have reooided« and in his adoniabk mnPMpfliMVmnn, thai 
it seems hanlly neoessary in the preMol inslaoee to eonfiwai la the 
usual biographical nile of presentu^ it in the ah^ie of a sanaaiy* 

HisddMit at Fort Harrisoa evineed the qualities of firnHwas, pn^ 
sence of mind, coohiess and mdomitiUe eourafB* Hie kmg inlsrfal 
of camp duty, which divides this great ^loch of his life, fiona thai 
which is mailed by the events of the Florida campaigDt seoos to 
have afforded him means of acquirii^ those brilliant milllBry aeeoan- 
j^hmodtB which recent events have developed. He was a most 
diligent reader of history, tactics and general liteiatoie* and mueh 
of his time was devoted to the cultivation of that adminhle talsnt lor 
composition, which appears in his despatches* 

A recent writer* has compared these despatdies with those of 
General Greene, in the following remarkable passage* 

^ When removed to an independent command in the Southern 
country, Greene at once asserted his daim to the unhesitatii^ honors 
of a grateful country, and the correspondence, presendy to be re- 
sumed, will show through what difficulties and embarrassments he 
fought his way, and how resolutely he overcame them alL To Mr. 
Reed, lie wrote in the confidence of the most confidiqg fineodship, 
and in what he writes, either to his confidential friends or hisoffieial 
superiors, no one can &il being struck with the simple and manly 
style in which he expresses himself — ^the homely, plain English, that 
best of idioms formeriy thought, telling his own story In the most 
direct form, without a superfluous word or attempt to adorn the 
sunple and stem realities which he described. General Greene's 
despatches from South Carolina during the campaign of 1781, are 
worthy of the same praise which, by common consent, at the mo- 
ment that I am writing, is bestowed on the public and private lettera 
from the conqueror of Monterey and Buena Vista. The curious in- 
qnirer may find a further and closer parallel between these ga&ant 

* Wmiam B. Reed, Eaq^ in his Life of Pieodent Reed. 
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men* the soldien of Aineriea^s impfetendiiii^ chivalryy in the em* 
bsmMments whidi peiplezed their military career, md in die 
honors won at a oomparattvdy late period of their professional lives. 
One might have passed away unknown and nncared for in some dis- 
tant fiontier garrison, with no higher function than to watch trans- 
planted Indians, but for the accidental necessity or motives of pdicy, 
which led to his appointment to the Mexican frontier ; and Greene 
woold have been comparatively unknown to &me, but for his pro- 
motion m the last year of the Revdution, to the command in the 
Carolittas. Such are the accidents that leads to the devdopemeDt 
and illnstration of genius."— Fo/. 2, p. 341. 

All the military despatches of General Taylor are characterized 
not only by precision, energy and vivacity, but by a modesty and 
ever present sense of propriety, which have won for him the ad- 
miration of the whole literary worid. But his extraordinary merit 
as a writer is not confined to his military letters. When placed in 
circumstances calling for extreme delicacy of expression, his own 
heart dictates the language of true feeling ; and his style is but an 
index of the noblest sentiments of humanity. 

The following letter addressed to the Honorable Henry Clay, on 
the occasion of the death of his gallant son Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 
will justify this remark. 

HSAII-QUARTERS, AkMT OT OcCUPATIOV. 

J^ua NuevOj Mexico, March lat, 1847. 

My Dear Sir — You will no doubt have received, before this can 
reach you, the deeply distressing intelligence of the death of 3rour 
son in the battle of Buena Vista. It is with no wish of intruding 
upon the sanctuary of parental sorrow, and with no hope of adminis- 
tering any consolation to your wounded heart, that I have taken the 
liberty of addressing you these few lines ; but I have felt it a duty 
which I owe to the memory of the distinguished dead, to pay a will- 
ing tribute to his many excellent qualities, and while my feelings are 
still fresh to express the desolation which his untimely loss, and that ' 
of other kindred spirits, have occasioned. 

I had but a casual acquaintance with your son, until he became 
for a time a member of my military family ; and I can truly say* 
that no one ever won more rapidly upon my regard, or established 
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a mote lamiiig daiin to my raipeet and etleeni. Manly and hoBM^ 
able In every impuUe, with no feeling but for the honor of die mi^ 
▼lee and of the country, he gave every aaaoranoe that in the hoor of 
need I could lean with confidence upon his support. Nor was I die- 
appointed. Under the guidance of himself and the lamented McKee» 
gallantly did the sons of Kentucky, in the thickest of the strife, up- 
hold the honor of the state and of the country. 

A grateful people will do justice to the memory of those who fell 
on that eventful day. But I may be permitted to express the bereave- 
' ment which I feel in the loss of valued friends. To your son I felt 
bound by the strongest ties of private regard ; and when I miss hia 
familiar face, and those of McKee and Hardin, I can say with truth, 
diat I feel no exultation in our success. 

With the expression of my deepest and most heartfelt sympathies 
for your ineparable loss, I remain, my dear sir, roost faithfully 
and sincerely. 

Tour friend, 

Z. Tatixis. 
Hon. Hbh^kt C&at, New Orleans, Ls. 

As a military commander, General Taylor is distinguished by 
ab'dities of the very highest order. His whole career since the com- 
mencement of the Mexican war, has excited the admiration of mill* 
tary men both in this country and in Europe. His foresight and 
his powers of combination are not less remarkable than his bddnesa 
and decision in taking his attitude before the enemy, and his indomi* 
table firmness in sustaining that attitude to the last. Having once 
adopted his line of operations, no force can intimidate him or move 
his resolution. His march firom Point Isabel to Fort Brown, through 
the overwhelming masses of the enemy, evinces this characteristic. 
His powers of combination were not less signally shown at the 
siege of Monterey, and the ever memorable field of Buena Vista. His 
advance firom Monterey to fight the last mentioned battle, exhibits 
the capacity for conducting war on a great scale, and deciding the 
fate of a whole campaign by a sin^e masterly stroke of strategy. 
The moral force of his character inspiring confidence among the 
soldiers, appears also widi singular brilliancy in this great battle. Hia 
name on that occasion was a ** tower of strength." 
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His cdouieMv readineM and peiftet Bdf-posBeBsioii amidBi the ez- 
ehing ereats of the batde-fiekl, appear oonepicuoas on all oocaaHms. 
No eonnmander has erer exhibited these qualities in a higher degree. 

O^ieral Taylor's conduct towards the soldiers under his command 
is marked by a species of parental kindness, which has gained their 
affections in a remarkable degree. A contemporary writer observes 
that ** Many of the traits ascribed to General Taylor have been assi- 
milated by some of his admirers to the leading military characteris- 
tics of Frederick the Great. But, unlike Frederick, Taylor is any- 
thing but a martinet in discipline ; and, though his movements of 
small bodies of troops against vast odds are characterized by the 
vigorous will and iron determination of Frederick, the arbitrary dis- 
position of the Prussian despot is wlu^y alien to his tolerant and 
candid nature.'' 

His popularity with soldiers is equal to that of Napoleon ; but he 
has shown himself much more humane and sparing of human life, 
than that illustrious commander. The flag of truce at Buena Vista 
sent to save tlie lives of the six thousand Mexican cavalry, which 
were menaced by the terrible dragoons of May, proves that his 
homanity is by no means confined to the men of his own army. He is 
ever anxious to spare the unnecessary efiusion of blood. 

The following extract from the New York Literary World is 
given not only to throw further light on the character of General 
Taylor, by the testimony of a personal acquaintance ; but to make 
the reader acquainted with some incidents of his life, which have not 
hitherto been made public. ** General Taylor is the American whom 
Cailyle would recognize as ' a hero' worUiy of his pen's most elo- 
quent recognition : the xan op duty in an age of Self ! An Ame- 
rican in everything ; in valor, in strong muscular sense ; in simplicity 
and directness and cordiality of feeling ; an American in everything 
save in devotion to our new political God of Expediency. 

As plain Lieutenant-Golonel Taylor the writer of this has ofleo 
seen * Old Zach,' putting his men through the battalion drill on the 
northern banks of the Wisconsin in the depth of February. This 
would seem only characteristic of the man who has~ since proved 
himself equally ' Rough and Ready' under the soorchiqg sun of die 
tiopics. But, looking back through loqg years to many a pleasant 
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hour spent in the well eeiected lifanvy of the poet whieh Celoml 
Taylor then conunandedf we lecur now with siqgular intneet lo the 
agreeable convenationfl held in the room which was the eolooel's 
faTorite resort, amid the intervals of datjr. Nor will the resder think 
these personal reminiscences impertinent, when we add that our 
object in recarring to them here is simply to mention that lemeoH 
bering alike the wintry drill and the snog book-room, Taylor*s hardi* 
hood— the idea of which now so readily attaches to his soubriquet ol 
Rough and Ready— would certainly not then have struck a strH^psr 
as more characteristic than his li])eral«minded intelligence. Remaik- 
able sincerity of manner, a dash of humor amid diffident reserve^ 
Uended wi& a cordiality that for want of a better phrase we should 
call mesmeric, characterized the mien of the distinguished man, upon 
whom the eyes of all his countrymen are now fixed with such curious 
interest. He was one of those few men who instandy impress a 
strai^r with the idea of frankness and reality of character, while still 
suggesting to the imagination that there was much to study in him. 
Above all was it apparent that his singular modesty was genuine-* 
was of the soul ; that he was a man whose strong individuality his 
nearest intimates must hesitate to write about and publish to the 
worid in terms of praise. And we know the feet that in one instance 
a friend whom the general had obliged, when replying to some news- 
paper disparagement of Taylor's military standing and services at 
the commeocement of the Florida war, was deterred by his know* 
ledge of this trait from communicating his article to the subject of it, 
lest the terms of eulogy he had employed mi^t be offensive to 
Taylor. This dislike of puffery, nay, this almost wayward turning 
ODe*s back upon fame is, however, perfecdy consiBtent with the 
most jealous sense of what b due to one's personal character ; and 
that quality General Taylor's published correspondence with the 
Department of War proves he possesses in the most lively degree. He 
there shows that he leaves the laurels of the hero to take care of 
themselves, but diat the rights and the character of Zachary Taybr 
must not be tampered with. And this is the quality which will ever 
prevent him from becoming the tool of party. He is a man that 
cannot be used by others save in the line of his duty. A nsn who 
cannot be approached to be thus used ; for there is wometiMse a 
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ghrewd fire in the glanoe of hk friendly eye, an epigrammatic heaiti- 
neea of reeponae bolting forth amid his tacitamity, that would uttedj^ 
bewilder and confound the ordinary man of the woiid, who approach- 
ed him with double dealing phrase, or selfish insinoerity of purpose. 

With regard to his personal appearance, of all the portraits of Gea&- 
rai Taylor that we have seen, and there is one in each of the Ydmnei 
before us, that published in Graham's Magazine strikes us as de- 
cidedly the best In some respects it is flattered, and in others it 
baldly comes up to the strongly marked character expressed in the 
fooe of the original ; as a whole, however, it is far more faithful than 
the others. Its flattery, we imagine, lies in making Taylor younger 
than he now af^ars. For his looks in the picture are those which 
we recall when seeing him just after the close of the Black Hawk 
campaign, now many years gone by. The stamped medals published 
in this city lately by J. P. Ridner we should think would better re- 
present his present appearance. 

While indulging in these gossiping references, which we know wiD 
interest someof our readers, we may here relate an anecdote of Gen- 
eral Taylor, which we once heard, amid the early scenes q( the 
Black Hawk war on Rock river, and which, though never verified 
to our knowledge, still seems most characteristic of the Rough and 
Ready of later years. Some time after Stillman*s defeat by Black 
Hawk*s band, Taylor, marehing with a large body of volunteers 
and a hmdful of regulars in pursuit of the hostile Indian force, 
found himself approaching Rock river, then asserted by many ^ be 
the true northwestern boundary of the state of Illinois. The vol- 
unteers, as Taylor was informed, would refuse to cross the stream. 
They were militia, they said, called out for the defence of the state, 
and it was unconstitutional to order them to march beyond its 
frontier into the Indian country. Taylor thereupon halted his 
command, and encamped within the acknowledged boundaries c^ 
Illinois. He would not, as the relator of the story said, bodge an 
inch further without orders. He had already driven Black Uairk 
out of the state, but the question of crossing Rock river seemei 
hogdiy to trouble his ideas of integrity to the constitution on oot 
side, and military expediency on the other. During the night, 
howmrert oiders came, either from General Scott or Greneral At- 
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knaon, for Kiiiilo foUow ap Black Hawk to te bat The qoiel* 
Bess of the regular colonel mean while had rather eneooraged the 
mutiiKHM milhia to bring their prooeedinga to a head. A aorl of 
town meeting was called upon the prairie, and Taylor invited to 
attend. After listening for some time very quietly to the proceed- 
ings, it became Rough and Ready*8 turn to addreaa the ehair* ** He 
had heard,*' he said, ** with much pleasure the views which several 
apeakera had expressed of the independence and dignity of each 
private American citizen. He felt that all gentlemen there present 
^were his equals — in reality, he was persuaded that many of them 
ivould in a few years be his superiors, and perhaps, in the cap^ 
eity of members of Congress, arbiters of the fortune and reputation 
of humble servants of the republic like himself. He expected 
then to obey them as interpreters of the will of the people ; and 
the best proof he could give that he would obey them, was now to 
observe the orders of those whom the people had aheady put in 
the piaoes of authority, to which many gentlemen around him justly 
aspired. In plain English, gentlemen and fellow-citizens, the word 
has been passed on to me from Washington to follow Black Hawk, 
. and to take you with me as soldiers. I mean to do both. There 
aie the flat-boats drawn up on the shore, and here are Unde Sam's 
men drawn up behind you on the prairie." 

** Stra-anger,** added the man who told the story, ** the way 
diose militia-men sloped into those flat-boats was a caution. Not 
another word was said. Had Zach Taylor been with Van Rensse- 
laer at Niagara river, in the last war, I rayther think he'd a taught 
him bow to get militia-men over a ferry." 

Taylor, as is well known, did fdlow Black Hawk through the 
prairies of northern Illinois, through the wooded gorges, the rocky 
fells, the plashy rice pools, the hitherto unbroken wilderness of 
western Wisconsin. The militia-men gave out (rom day to day ; 
the country became impassable to horses, and the- volunteer settlera 
who had first seized arms merely to repel an Indian foray, refused 
to submit their backs to the necessary burdens in carrying their own 
supplies through the deep swamps and almost impervious forests. 
At last the very Indians themselves, whom Taylor thus despe- 
rately pursued from day to day, and week to week, began to sink 
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fiom &l^goe and exhaostioii : diey were found by our men stnldied 
bande dieir trailst while yet the good Anglo-Nonnan blood of Tay- 
lor** band held out amiil saffenngs, in the wilderness, which the 
efaild of the forest himself could not endure. The battle of the 
Bad-Axe, and the rout of Black Hawk, by Taylor, at length tenni« 
nated this arduous march. 

The steamer bearing Atkinson and his reinforcements, reached 
the junction of the Bad*Axe and the Mississippi, just as the en- 
counter was OTer, and we believe brought Taylor along with hit 
prisonen, back to Fort Crawford, where, after landing the former, 
she passed on to St Louis. When we remember the oom]dlmen- 
tary reception which Black Hawk met with all along our Atlantic 
border, how strange it seems, that when the name of his caplor was 
mentioiied as the hero of Okeechobee, his countr3rmen asked, 
^ Who is this Colonel Taybr that has just been brevetted a briga- 
dier !'* Even as it was afterwards asked concerning the hero of Rio 
Bravo, ** Who is this Brigadier Taylor, who has so brilliantly earned 
1h» brevet of major-general !*' One might now, without extrava- 
gance, venture to predict that the captor of Black Hawk is as well 
known as was tfiat warrior himself; and that he would probaUy 
be received by the people in a progress throughout the country, 
with demonstrations of affection and respect, at least equal to those 
which were showered upon the wily Sauk chief, the but too suc- 
cessful rival of the chivalrous, and loyal, and neglected Keokuk." - 

The following sketch of General Taylor's domestic life and 
habits, is from the pen of a lady, who has often been a visiter in 
his family : 

** Early in life General Taylor purchased cotton land at Bayou 
Sara, and under the care of a good overseer, it yielded him a laige 
income. After the Florida war he made rather an unfortunate pur- 
chase of a large plantation, with three hundred slaves, for which be 
paid $96,000 cash* Since owned by the General it has been twice 
submeiged, and subjected him to heavy losses of crops, neoessaiy 
rq>airs, iic In domestic life General Taylor is particulariy blessed 
by the simple and unaffected habits of his wife, happily so ooi^ 
nial to his own- At all army posts where I have seen him, the 
pursuits of the lamer were united with those of die military commaBd* 
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loU At a viait lo his home whilil eomnuuiding the finl inbotry, 
st Pnirie du Chien, the HoDonble Charlei Muiraj wm >Ik> then, 
and the presence of the chamberisin of Queen Victoria made na 
chango in the regular habiU of the Genenl. We break&jted a 
little aRer sunrise, dined at one, without tiher fork*, and reliahed 
the good eubBtHntial fare, leired with scnipaloue neatnew, by &itb- 
ful and attached lerrants. The bacon on the Geoeral'i table mait 
alwaye be mounted on the stack of greeno, according to the <4d 
Virginia custom. General Taylor ia aimple in hi« diet, and nn 
exceedingly temperate man. For many years he kept no liquor of 
any kind in his house; but nn the viait named, which is the last I 
have made, wine, brandy, &c., were on the table. His personal 
appearance is by no means miiiiary ; inclining to corpulency, the 
trappings of hia uniform are iiksome and UDcomfortMble to him. 
His head is well formed, and was once well covered by rich 
black hair ; his eye is penetrating and bold ; his nose well shaped ; 
his mouth not badly shaped, but spoiled by the marked projecliMi 
' of the lower lip; his laugh is hearty and cheerful, displaying a 6ae 
white set of teeth. Such was his appearance about six years since, 
when on a visit to Philadelphia with Mrs. Taylor to see " Betty," 
And with her, my husband, and myself, to make the northern tour, 
for the first time in his life. This was after the dose of the flo- 
nda war. General Taylor's mind is strong, well read in history, 
and blessed with an excellent memory. He is agreeable in convert 
aalion, but unfortunately when much excited by his subject, stam- 
mers or hesitates for words to express his meaoing with sufficient 
strength. He is an economist by nature and habit, cares nothing 
for show in his house or dress, and never yet owned a carriage of 
any description. Honest, just, and true to his friends. He is no 
politician, but is devoted heart and soiil to IIenkt Clax.*' 



ATl'ENDIX. 

RITING 10 a PhUaddphia paper, a 

coirespoDdeat ihua daacribes Oeneral 

Taylor ! 

1 " The General ia not orer five feet 

aeven or eight inchee high, h atoat, and 

' indineB to corpulency, would we^, I 

ahonld think, near two hundred poandat 

and the most prominent thingahoatbioi 

is an unuBual ahortneae of lega. — When 

he is aitling he looks like a tall man— not ao when standing. Hia 

face ia intelligent, and it ia nsnally lit up wiA a benerolent amile. 

He is in the habit of edipsing his left eye. His hair ia gray and 

grizzly. In one word, genHemen, if you can ima^ne a plain, old 

Pennaylvaaia fanner, who had a farm paid for worth fire thonaand 

dcdlars, and nothing else in die woiid — an independent, jovial, don't 

cace-a-fig kind of an old coon — you have ' old Zack' before yoa." 

an 
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A writer to the New Orleaiw Tropic, is stiU more rammary. 
^ A veiy thick set, fiiniier4ookii^ old gentieman, in a linen roonda- 
boot, and remaikable for short legs and long body, mounted on a 
snow white charger/' This is almost as sententious as SallusU 



fttneral Saslot'ft iFamils* 

Although the General was bom in Viiginia, his time of residiiig 
in that state was very limited. For a long while he liyed in Kentucky, 
and previous to the present war he removed to a country-seat on the 
Mississippi, near Baton Rouge, where his famfly still reside. The 
Gazette of that place thus describes the situation : 

** It may not be generally known abroad that tibe residence of 
General Taylor's family, is in the handsome cottage-like buildingr, 
romantically situated on the fine bluff fronting the river, and the first 
building which meets the eye to the left upon entering the beautifully 
shaded avenue leading fix>m Lafayette street to the barracks. While 
other places at a distance aro contending for the honor of having 
given birth to old * Rough and Reac|y,* we can claim the honor of 
numbering his respected family wong our rosidentB." 



Gtnt'vtil fTajflot'jS f^umanits* 

Of all General Taylor's good qualities none aro moro conspicuous 
than the tenderness of heart, which he has ever exhibited toward 
the soldiers under his command, as well as to the enemy. Like 
Washington, he is engaged in war only from stem necessity, not 
from love of the dear bought honors of military glory. Even the 
slight incident of stopping his columns at Palo Alto, in order that the 
men might obtain water, is refreshing ; and the following anecdote is 
of the same nature. *' The first care of General Taylor was to visit 
the wounded, and see that every comfort was supplied, the constant 
and well directed energies of the medical department l^t him but 
Hide to do ; every one, whether officer or soldier, bf|d been attended 
With unwearied care and watchfulness " 
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Kit tfonncil «t 9«lo ftlto* 

^ The troops having partaken of their meal, the order was giYCB 
to get the command under arms* General Taylor here sommoned 
a eouDcil of war, composed of the heads of the different oommandsi 
in all thirteen, exdudiiig the commander-in-chief. The Genendy aAer 
returning thanks for their support and bravery on the Sth, and wish* 
ing to be advised as to what they thought best to be done, called on 
each to give his opinion. It was then ascertained that but four 
were in favor of going aheadf the other officers composing the 
council voted, some to intrench where they were and await the 
assistance of the volunteers,' and others to retire at once to Point 
Isabel ; but the general said, */ tvill be at Fort Brown btfare night 
if J live.' 

Those who voted for going ahead, as they watched the counts 
nance of the General, might have seen the smile of approbation that 
lighted up the old man's honest face at the moment, though he 
bowed with respect to the opinions of those who differed from him ; 
and in saying engrave on the sacred banner of the stars and stripes 
the names of Taylor^ Mcintosh^ Morris^ Scott and Duncan^ I 
mean no reflection upon those who voted against them — ^they were 
men tried in many a field before, and their deeds on that day proved 
them equal to the best.> 

Lieutenant Ridgely, who was entitled to avote in the council, was 
at the time in attendance on the lamented Ringgold, and therefore 
had no voice in the matter, but as he galloped up to the battery, on 
returning from his visit to the major, some one said, ' Ridgely, were 
you at the council V and he replied * no, I did not know that one had 
been called, but I hope old Zack wOl go ahead and bring the matter 
to close quarters.' " 

We have given the address of the General to the volunteers, who 
were about to leave him for la different scene of the war. That 
parting was an affecting one; but the removal of the gallant 
fellows who had endeared themselves to him, amid the dangers of 
Buena Vista, was still more so. As the Mississippi regiment 
marched by him, on its return home, he attempted to address them ; 
bat the recollectbn of their heroism, and the respect and affection 
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whidi diey were now anxioas to poor upon him tor the last tiiiie» 
OTerpowered him, and with tears gushing down his aged cbeAa he 
eadaimed :— *^' Go on, boys— go on*-/ ean^t tpeak.'* 

It will be remembered that while Taylor was marching against 
Santa Anna, most of his troops were withdrawn from him by Gest- 
eral Seott, and he was compelled to fall back toward Monterey. We 
have g^ven but the bare fact in the narrative ; but it requires litde 
imagination to conceive that the feelings of an ordinary military man 
mder such circumstances, would be of the most harassing kind. Not 
so with General Taylor. Great in difficulty as in danger, and destir 
tute of that little ambition which would sacrifice even personal com- 
fort to the desire of popularity, he showed himself as willing to obey^ 
as he had fbrmeriy been able to command. He yielded the price of 
glory and advantage, to his brother officer, without a murmur, mid 
qoiedy retired to the scene of his former glories. The lesson he 
thus gave to the worid might be profitably learned by many <^ his 
OMitemporBriest &r below him in rank and usefulness. 



flrfnttal Vaster at Vutna !0^{5(tft* 

T. F. Marshall, who oonve3red General Scotfs requisition to 
Taylor, made the following excellent remarks in a late speech at 
New Orieans. 

^ General Taylor fought and won the batde of Mcmterey. He ad- 
vanced upon SalttUo, and preparatory to a descent upon San Luis 
Potoei and ultimately upon the city of Mexico itself. He had marched 
to Victoria, to discover if there was any other pass in the mountains 
but that of the Rinconada, through which he could advance and avoid 
the waterless desert beyond Buena Vista, or through which the ene- 
my might enter the valley of the Rio Grande and fall upon his rear. 
Whilst this reconnoissance was being made, he (Mr. Marshall) was 
ordered to proceed to General Taylor's camp with despatches. 
These were the despatches which announced to General Taylor that 
die flower of his army was to be taken from him, to operate on a 
new base, and ordered him merdy to stand on the defensive. 

Mr. Marshall said, great an opinion as he had formed of Geneivl 
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Taykir before lie oiet him at Victoria, Im was toteUy nqNeparod for 
the loAiness of chameter diipbyed hy him oa racaiTiiig thoae det- 
patdies. He, opon whoee entt victory had perefaed, the lioa who 
waa preparing for another spring npon the foe, saw without a mu^ 
mar that his daws were to be torn firom him, diat he was lo be 
snfoeMed to die defensive, and never did he conceive that a great 
soldier, fiesb from the field of victories, could submit in the simple* 
uncomplaining manner General Taylor did to orders depriviqg him 
of his right arm. 

The beat of his troops were withdrawn from hun. With sudias 
were left under his immediate command he retraced his steps to 
Monterey, and shorUy after joined General Wool at SaltiUo. Dupli- 
cates of the despatches had fallen into the hands of theieoemy, and, 
acquainted with the weakness of General Taylor's foroe, he soon 
nsde demonstrations indicating an intention to advance and give him 
hatde. It was now, Mr. Marshall said, General Taylor displayed 
those qualities which prodaim him die greatest militaiy chieftsin of 
die age. 

It was known that the enemy was overwhelmingly superior in 

numbers and commanded by their most skilfol general, and militaiy 

eritica declared the only course to pursue was to fiiU back upon Mon* 

terey. General Taylor, with a perception of all jthe consequences 

of such a step, thought and acted otherwise. Fronting him was an 

enemy twenty thousand strong ; in his rear was Vrrea with three 

thousand cavalry ; his line of communication ran through a country 

<)ODtaining half a million of population, waiting but the appearance of 

success ou their aide to take up arms, and knowipg that even to re* 

treat upon Monterey would be claimed as a victoiy ; that then he 

would be bdeagaered by an army of jlwenty-five thousand men, and 

Aat his whole line would be cut up, he determined not to give an inch, 

but to stake all upon a batde, in which every thipg was to be gamed 

by victory, and disaster could not have been increased by defeat 

The result is known. The courage of Gei^ral Tayfer, said Mr. 

Manhall, no one disputed, but some denied him great mental powers ; 

he, Mr. M., pretended to some capacity in judging of men*s qua* 

hties, and if he ever saw genius, military, genius of the highest 

order, he saw it in General Taylor. It maybe th^^t Oodtingreal 

35 
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anieigeiieies, had inspired him with those thoughto whieh rendered 
him inTinciUe ; bat, said Mr. M., the result is the same — there is no 
diffoenoe. To the great soldier, Mr. M. said, in his intercoarse 
with General Taylor, he found was added the man of strict honor, 
and either as a man or as his commander, he loved him.** 

The fdlowing incidents illustrate the quiet coolness of the Genersl, 
whidi never entirely deserts him, even amid the uproar of a batde 
field. 

His abrupt close of the conference with Amphdia, when treating 
for the surrender of Monterey, is as full of meaning as anything in 
Wellington's despatches — **^ Sir, I hold you, and your town, and your 
army, in the hollow of my hand, and you know it. The conference 
is closed— in thirty minutes you shall hear from my batteries." 

Of course General Taylor would not have said this to a gallant 
and respected enemy. He would have spoken in a very different 
vein to a brave and gallant general, who had maintained his position 
as long as it could be maintained, and now, having satisfied the de- 
mands of honor and duty to their full extent, was ready with the 
firankness of a sddter and a gentleman, to accept the necessity oi his 
position. But to Ampudia, neither brave nor gallant, and whiffling 
over a capitulation which he knew to be inevitable, the response was 
as fitting as it was well timed and efi*ective. - 

There was, on the other hand, a delicious touch of humor in the 
old Generars acknowledgment to the " boys'* who laughed at him for 
dodging. In the thick of the fight at Buena Vista, when the balls 
were flying ** considerable,** General Taylor saw some of his men 
ducking their heads as the missiles whizzed by, and called out, '* No 
dodging gentlemen ; soldiers never dodge.*' But in a few moments 
a twenty-four pounder came humming so near the old gentleman*s 
nose that he involuntarily ducked bis own head — whereat some of 
the "boys** •« snickered right out.** •* Dodge the balls, gentlemen,** 
exclaimed old Zack, as grave as a mustard pot ; *' dodge the balls, 
gentlemen, but don*t run.*' 

In the same style was his quiet remark at Resaca de la Palma, 
where the balls made lively music too. One of them cut off a piece 
of his coatrtail ; whereupon he drily remarked to one who was near 
him, ** These balls are getting excited." 
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Bot 4lie best thing he is «aid to have .raid was also at 
It was not .only quaint but grand ; there was a sort of heroic laigeness 
aboat it»in conception and expression, than which we know of 
nothing that more fills the mind's eye. It was when the last* 
desperate, almost overwhelming chaige was made upon Captain 
Bragg's battery. The captain saw the mighty cohort coming, with 
an anxious gaze, for their was no infantry at hand to anstain him. 
Placing his pieces in position, he hunkd to the General, who was 
not far off, to represent that his little band would be ridden over, and 
to b^ for a reinforcement ^ 1 have no reinforcement to give you,*' 
answered the General, **• but Major Bliss and I will support you." 

^* Major Bliss and I" accordingly put spurs to their horses and 
took post beside the cannon. We all know what the result was. 

In the speech delivered by Colonel Jefferson Davis, in New Or- 
leans, on the occasion of the reception there of the volunteers from 
General Taylor's camp, he said that General Taylor had shown 
himself the distinguished soldier of the age, yet he was equally 
remarkaUe for his kindness of heart and simplicity of habits, his 
strong judgment and excellent sense. He allud^ to the fact that 
General Taylor had shared the humblest soldier's fortune in the 
campaign ; that he had in every thing identified himself with his 
troops. He alluded to that hour of the battle of Buena Vista, 
when the day seemed, if not lost, to be going against our arma— 
when General Taylor, amid the thickest of the iron hail, rode upon 
the, plateau, and calmly surveyed the scene. Vast as were the 
consequences of that hour, he appeared to fear no danger, expect no 
harm. From that moment (said Colonel Davis) the volunteers 
felt assured of victory. The presence of that old man inspintd a 
courage that could not be overcome, and not a soldier present, said 
he^ (pointing to the regiment before him,) but felt then willing to 
die rather than yield an inch. 

It was not, (continued Colonel Davis,) alone on the batde field 
that wc learned to love General Taylor. The excitement of the 
carnage over, the same soul that could remain unmoved when his 
Mends were falling like leaves around him, who could look un? 
Uanched upon the front of the thundering artillery, become the poof 
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floUiei^s mofii tympathisiiig friend, and liie eje so stem in batde 
WM ai mild as the tender hearted matron's. 



This animal has acquired almost as much celebrity as his mas- 
ter» and several good anecdijl^s are told of him. He is known as 
** Old Whitey," (the Christian name being Ae sune as that of 
<* Rough and Ready,**) and is a general favorite among the soldiers. 
The following ludicrous incident connected with the "white dignitary 
deserves insertion. 

General Taylor's markee, at Victoria, was about a mile above 
that of General Patterson, and between ,the two the Tennessee 
cavalry was encamped. General Taylor was riding from his quar- 
ters to General PatterKm's one day, and on his route passed close 
to a Tennessee trooper, who was rubbing down his horse. Totally 
Ignorant of the rank of the plaiidy dressed old man, and struck by 
the beauty of his animal, hi^ accosted him with, ** Look here, stranger, 
wouldn't yon like to swap that ar pony ?" 

" No, friend," quietly responded the General; ** he is a fiivorite 
nag of mine, and I do not desire to part with him." 

A comrade of the trooper's recognizing the General, said to him 
in an under tone, ** Bill, you fool, don't you know who yon're a 
talking to t That's Gineral Taylor." 

Now Bill regarding '* Rough and Ready" as the greatest man on 
the face of earth, was terrified that he had put his foot on it, and 
stammOTod out*-r 

** G-g-gineral, I-I-I didn't know it was you— •! beg p-p-paidon, 
g^-gineral." The old commander kindly offered his hand to the 
trooper, to relieve him from his embarrassment, inquired his name 
and residence, complimented the Tennesseeans, telling him &at he 
had found them the bravest of the brave, and rode quietly on. 

On iht march of General Taylor's division from Monterey to Yio- 
loria, when encamped near a small town, this same pony was stolen, 
and the General immediately despatched a message to the aloade, 
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•iiifiMmiiig thai worth|r Amotioiiarjr of A» tet, and thti if be w^ 
not restored he should take the priest's honeii The thmal had 
the desired effect* for in a very short space of time the pony was 
tiotted up to the General's tent ** With the compUmeols of the 
akade." 



Tbe foUowing are extracts of a letter, ascribed to General Tay- 
lor, giving bis reasons for the lenien<^ of the terms at Monterey. 
The authenticity of the letter has been doubted by some; but the 
correctness of the views which it presents, and the probaHHiy of 
its genuineness, seem to justify its insertion. 

** I do not believe the autborides at Washington are at all satis- 
fied with my conduct in regard to the tenns of the capitnlatfen 
entered into with the Mexican commander, which you no dovbt 
have seen, as they have been made public throu^ the oiBeial 
<»gan, and copied into various other newspapen. 

^ I have this moment received an answer (to my despatches an- 
nouncing the sunend^ of Monterey, and the circumstances attend- 
ing the same,) from the Secretary of War, stating that * it was 
regretted by the President that it was not deemed advisable to insist 
cm the terms I had proposed m my firat ccmimumcation to the 
Mexican commander, in regard to giving up the city'— adding that 
* the circumstances which dictated, no doubt justified the change*' 
Although the terms of capitolation may be considered too Ittieral 
on our part, by the President and his advisers, as wdl as by many 
others at a distance, particulariy by those who do not nndemtand 
the position we occupied, (otherwise they might come to a aifferent 
conclusion in regard to the matter.) yet, on due reflection, I see 
nothing to induce me to regret the course I pursuedl. The propo- 
sition on the part of General Ampudia, which had much to do in 
determining my course in the matter, was based on the ground that 
oar government had proposed to his to settle the existing difficid- 
ties by ni^tistion, (which I knew was the case, widiout knowing 
the result,) which was then under consideration by the pn^er au- 
thorities, and which he (General Ampudia,) had no doubt would 
resu& {avoraUy, as the whole of bis people were in favor of peace. 
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If 80, 1 eoosiderad the. fiiKher efRwion of blood not only mraeooi- 
nfy* but impropef . 

** Their force was also considerably laiger than oors ; and ffom 
the size and position of the place* we could not completely inTest 
it; so that the greater portion of their troops, if not the whole, had 
they been disposed to do so, ooold, any night, have abandoned the 
city, at once entered the moantain passes and effected their retreat, 
do what we could ! Had we been put to the alternative of taking 
the place by storm, (which there is no doubt we should have suc- 
ceeded in doing,) we should, in all probability, have lost fifty or one 
hunted men in killed, besides the wounded, which I wished to 
avoid, as there appeared to be a prospect of peace, even if a distant 
one. I also wished to avoid the destruction of women a|id childr^i, 
whidi most have been very great, had the storming process been 
res o rted to. Besides, they had a very laige and strong fortification 
a short distance from the city, which, if carried with the bayonet, 
mnst have been taken at great sacrifice of life ; and with our limited 
train of heavy or battering artillery it would have required twenty 
or twenty-five days to take it by regular approaches. 

** That they should have surrendered a place nearly as strong as 
Quebec, well fortified, under the direction of skilful engineers, their 
works garnished with forty-two pieces of artillery, abundantly sup- 
plied with ammunition, garrisoned by seven thousand regular and 
two thousand irregular troops, in addition to some thousand citizens, 
capable of (and no doubt actually) bearing arms, and aiding in its 
defence, to an opposing force of half their number, scantily sup- 
plied with provisions, and with a light train of artillery, is among 
the unaccountable occurrences of the times. 

M I am decidedly opposed to canying the war beyond Saltillo in 
this direction, which place has been entirely abandoned by the Mex- 
ican forces, all of whom have been concentrated at San Luis Potosi ; 
and I shall lose no time in taking possession of the former, as soon 
as the cessation of hostilities referred to expires— which I have 
notified the Mexican authorities will be the case on the 13th instant, 

■ 

by the direction of the President of the United States. 

**If we are (in the language of Mr. Polk and General Scott) 
under the necessity of * conquering a peace,' — and that by taking 
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Cli0 o^pilal of tiie eoiiiitiyr-*we mutt go to Yarn Onis» Uike Ail 
place, and then maieh oa the city of Mezieo. To do eo in muf 
other diraetioii, 1 eoonder oat of die qoestioii* Bot» adnuttii^ that 
we cooquer a peace by doing flQ,r-«ay,aC the end of the aezt tweKo 
moBths-— wiU the amount of blood and treaaaie» which musi bo ex* 
prided in doing so, be oompeoeated by the aame T I think not^*~ 
eopeeially, if the country we aobdoe ie lo be given up : and I ioM- 
gine there are but few indindnab in our country who think of an> 
nexing Mexico to the United Stales. 

** I do not intend to carry on my operations (so pievioaaly staled) 
beyond Saltilbv— deeming it next lo impracticable lo do so. It dwn 
becomes a question as to what is best to be done. It seems to me* 
the most judicious course to be pursued on our part, would be to 
take possession, at once, of the line we would accept by negotia- 
tion, extending from die Golf of Mexico to the Pacific, and occupy 
the same, or keep what we already have possession of; and that, 
with Tampico, (which I hope to take in the course of die next 
month, or as soon as I can get the means of tfansportation,} will 
give us all on this side of the Sierra Madre, and as soon as I occupy 
Saltillo, will include six or seven states or provinces, thus holding 
Tampico, Victoria, Monterey, Saltillo, Monclova, Chihuahua, (which 
I presume General Wool has possession of by this time,) Santa Fe, 
and the Califomias, and say to Mexico, ' Drive us ftom the country I* 
dirowing on her the responsibi^ty and Expense of carrying on <tf- 
fensive war — ^at the same time closely blockading all ller porto on 
the Pacific and the Gulf. A course of this kind, if persevered in 
for a short time, would soon bring her to her proper senses, and 
compel her to sue for peace, — ^pfovided there is a government in the 
country sufficiently stable for us to treat with, which, I fear, will 
hardly be the case for many years to come. Without large rein- 
forcements of volunteers from the United States, say ten or fifteen 
thousand, (those previously sent out having already been greatly 
reduced by sickness and other casualties,) I do not believe it would 
be advisable to march beyond Saltillo, which is more than two 
hundred miles beyond our depots on the Rio Grande, a very 
long line on which to keep up supplies (over a land route, in a 
country like this) for a laige force, and certain to be attended widi 
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w expeiMe whidi will be firigMcd to contemplate when dooely 
looked into. 

*• fVom Seltillo to Sen Lois Potoei« Ifae next piece of importmee 
on the rood to tliB city of Mexico, is tfaiee hondred mlie8,«-oiie 
handled end thirty bedly watered, where no suppliee of any kind 
ooald be j^rocored for men or horsee. I have informed the War De- 
partment that twenty thousand efficient men woidd be neeesaacy to 
inenre anoeeae, if we march on fbai pboe,— ^a city containing^ a 
popaktion of sixty thousand, where the enemy could bring together 
and sustain, besides the citizens, an army of fifty thousand,) a force 
which, I apprehend, will hardly be coQected by us with the train 
necessary to feed it, as well as to Innsport Tarious other auppliea^ 
(»dnanoe and muoitions of war/' 



-•— 



Tlie stirring events of Buena Vista have been made the subjects 
of a fine poem, by Captain Albert Pike, who shared the dangers 
of the battle, and is therefore peculiarly fitted to describe it. The 
poem was written for the Philadelphia Saturday Courier, ** And we 
have met with no poetry," says that sheet, *' since the commence- 
ment of the war in Mexico, that has so stirred our blood as this 
splendid poem. It should grace a prominent page in the volume 
that conveys to posterity in homely prose, the thrilling scenes and 
events whidi it celebrates. Our friend dates his letter, *Camp 
Buena Vista, Mexico; March 12th, 1847.' " 

Bnena ▼ista« 

From Rio Grande's waten to &e icy capes of Maine 

Let an exalt, §ar we have met ^e enemj again ; 

Beneath their stem old moontains^ we bsve met them in their pride. 

And roll'd from Buena Vista bade the battle's bloody tide ; 

When the enemy came ismffng, like the Mississippi's flood, 

And the laaper, Peath, was busy with his sickle red with blood. 

8ant Anna boosted loudly Aat before two hours were pest, 
His lancers through Sidtillo should pursue us thick and M $ 
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On otnie hk solid infimtiy, lint nwvdrfnf after Vm ; 
Lo ! tbeir great itaiMkidi in the ion lika Aceti of alipw riiino I 
Willi thouauids after tfaomandfl^ jaa, with mon dian tan lo oM^ 
A Axest of bright bayooeta s^eun fiaieely in tha ann. 

Lo ! Omumjaato^a Regiment ! Lo ! Poebla'a boaited ooipal 
And Guadalajara'f dioaen troopi» all Teteiana tried befoie. 
And gallojnng upon the right, lour thoneind ianoee gleam, 
Where waving in the morning light, their blood-red piniomi iliaaak 
And there their etem artillery dimba up the broad piatMn, 
To-day they mean to atrihe at ua an orerwhelming blow. 

Now, hold on strongly to the heights, 4br lo ! the mighty tide 
Gomes thondering like an avalanche, deep, terrible and wide : 
Now, Illinois, stand steady — ^now, Kentu^y, to their aid, 
For a portion of oar waring line is broken and dinnay'd ; 
A regiment of fogitives are fleeing from the field. 
And the day ii lost if lUinois and brave Kentucky yield I 

One of O'Brien's guns is gone ! on, on ! their mas s es drift, 
And their infimtiy and lancers now are pasring to our left ; 
Our troops are driven from the hills, and flee in wild dismay. 
And roand us gather thick and dark the Mexican array. 
Sent Aima thinks the day is gained, and riding yet more near— 
Minon'a dark cloud of lanoers sternly menace now our rear. 



Now, Lincoln, gallant gentleman ! lies dead upon the field. 
Who strove to stay those men that in the storm of bullets reeled ; 
Now, Washington, fire &st and true ! fire Sherman, &st and far: 
Lo ! Bragg comes thunjdering to the fipont, to breast the adreiae war ; 
Sant Anna thinks the day ii gained, on, on, his masses crowd. 
And the din of battle rises up more terrible and loud. 



Not yet ! our brave old general comes — ^he wiU regain the 
Kentucky, to the rescue ! Miaaiarippi to the firay ! 
Now charge, brave Illinoians ; and Davis drives the fi>e, 
And back up<m lus rifles the red waves of lancers flow ; 
Upon them, yet once more, my braves ; the avalanche is stay'd. 
Back rolls the Mexique multitude, all fardten and dismay'd. 

Ho I May ! to Baena Vista ! for the enemy is near, 

And we have none there who can stop their vehement career. 

Still swelhag, downward comes the tide— Porter and Yell are slain ; 

Marshall, before him, drives apart, but still they charge in vain ; 

And now, in wild confusion mix'd, pursuers and pursued. 

On to Sakillo wildly drift, a frantic multitude. 

Upon them, with your squadrons. May !— out leaps the flaming steel, 
Before his serried columns, how the ^ghtened lancers reel; 
They flee amain ! now to the left, to stay their triumph there, 
Or else the day is surely lost in horror and despair, 
F^r their hosts are pouring swifUy on, like a river in the li^ring, 
Our flank is turned, and on our left their cannon's thundering. 

37 
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Noir, bimTe ATtfltaj ! bold DngMiui I oleady, nqr nMn^ and oifaii, 
Thioogh nin, and hail, sod tfannder,* now nerve each gallant arm ; 
What though their ihote laU round us hen, atm tlik^r than <^ 
Well itand againat them, aa the rodL stands firm against the gale : 
Lo ! their batteiy Is silenced now ! our iron hail still showers — 
They fidter, halt, retreat, Hurrah ! the gkxions day is ours ! 

Now. charge again, 8ant Anna ! or the day is surely lost, 

For back, like broken leaves, along our left your hoides are tossed— 

Still louder roars his batteries, his strong reserve moves en ; 

More work is there before you, men, ere the good fight is won ; 

Now for your wives and children, men ! stand steady yet onoe nxMe ! 

Now for your lives, your honor, fight, as you never fought before. 

Ho ! Hardin breasts it bravely ! McKee and Bissell there 
Stand firm, before the storm of balls that fill the astonished air — 
The lancers mre upon them too, the foe swarms ten to one — 
' Hardin is slain ! McKee and Clay the last time see the sun ; 
And many another gallant heart in that last desperate fiiay 
Grows ooU, its last thoughts turning f wards its lov'd ones for away. 

Still sullenly the cannon roar'd, but died away at last. 

And o'er the dead and dying came the evening shadows fost. 

And then above the mountains, sprao^ the cold moon's silveiy shield. 

And patiently and pi^ringly look'd down-upon the field. 

And careless of his wounded, and neglectful of his dead. 

Despairingly and sullenly in the night the foeman fled. 

And thus on Buena Vista's heights a long day's work vras done. 
And there our brave old General another battle won : 
And still our glorious banner vraves, unstained by flight or shame, 
And the Mexicans, among their hills, still tremble at our name. 
So honor unto those who stood ! Disgrace to those that fled. 
And everiasting glory to the brave and gallant dead. 



The following lines on an incident of the same battle are also 
worthy of insertion. 

''A little more Qrape, Captain Brairff'* 

The old hero stands on the brdw of the hill. 

With his heart in the thick of the fray. 
Where his squadrons beneath him are battling still, 

On the eve of that terrible day ; 
His quick eye has numbered the mustering bands, 

And he points to Ihe enemy's flag. 
While the battery answers the old man's commands, 

** A little niore grape. Captain Bragg !" 

• A portion of the day, daring tbel>attle, a liail storm iwept over the field, and rala, 
accompftnled with thunder and ll«htninf . 
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TIm feenMa diMge home wiihs diandning dMMk» 

And a touch of Caalfliaii pride : 
They darii on oar linee like a wa^ve on die rock, 

When the ftonn is abioed on the tide ; 
The wave 'fiiUeth back, but the rock standeth atill— 

There w heart in that bristling crag — 
And the old man stands yet on the brow of the hiU — 

** A little more grape. Captain Bragg !'* 

Then spoke the loud cannon — ^its quick thunders again, 

Like spirits they scream on the air, 
And the fitllen are lying in swarths on the plain — 

Death's busiest reapers are there— ' 
Bnt now is the song of those death-reapers stUl^ 

Yet let not our battle-song lag, 
Hurrah ! to the old man that stood on the hill — 

And ** A little more grape, Captain Bragg !" 



Colonel Bahfiiport 

Colonel William Davenport* who commanded the rear guard in the 
battle of Okeechobee, was bora in the neighborhood of Petersburg, 
Viiginia. At a very early age he lost his father, and when about 
nineteen, removed to North Carolina, with the laudable object of ob- 
taining means to relieve his widowed mother. His efforts were in 
a great measure successful. He remained at Raleigh for some yearsi 
the support not only of his mother, but of the younger members of 
the family. In these humble but praiseworthy pursuits, he so &r 
gained the esteem and affection of the citizens, by his industry and 
modesty, that when the war of 1812 occurred, they applied for a 
oommission for him in the army. This was so unexpected to its 
object, that the first notice he received of it, was by a committee 
waiting on him with a commission of captaincy dated August 10th, 
1812. This he gratefully accepted, and was ordered to Philadelphia, 
and attached to the Pennsylvania troops. To this, is to be attributed 
the circumstance of his being noticed in the army registers as a 
native of Pennsylvania. The silent and delicate manner in which the 
inhabitants of Raleigh procured this commission, has always been a 
subject of gratitude, and warm acknowledgment to the colonel. 

Davenport immediately joined the army on the northern frontier, 
where he was actively employed during the Whole war. Here his 
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dotiei were aidooas. Constandjoiigaanl or pidcet companies, and 
exposed to nigfatly attacks from the enemyy he was frequmtly two 
or three da3rs without sleep, and ahnost without food and drink. In 
one attack on the picket-guard he captured Colcmel Fitzgerald, a 
gallant officer, who was then severelj wounded. 

Colonel Davenport was in the hatde of Fort Geoige, where be 
performed effective service. AAer peace was declared, he was ordered 
with eight hundred men Id establish a military post at Block Island 
on the upper Mississippi. He was obliged to lead his men, through 
almost impenetrable wilds, among tribes of hostile Indians, and where 
a white man had never before trod. From Fort Armstrong he waS' 
ordered to Aikansas to build Fort Gibson. During the Semincrfe 
campaign he was placed on the recruiting service at Nashville, where 
was commoiced his friendship for the person and family of General 
Jackson. When the Black Hawk war broke out, Colonel Davenport 
commanded at Fort Leavenworth on the Missouri. Here he received 
notice from General Adiinscm, requesting a part of the command to 
act against the Indians. This request reached the fort in the evm- 
iqg, and eaily the next morning the troops were embarked, the 
o(4onel*s furniture disposed of, and himself on the way to join Gen- 
eral Atkinson. Throughout this campaign Davenport did good and 
eflbctive service. On one occasion, being ordered to pursue the 
Indians to an island at the mouth of the Badaxe, he waded with his 
,nien through mud and water three feet deep, and gained the island. 
Here he saw but a solitary man, who was seated on a log holding a 
rifle in one hand and a captured squaw in the other. Upon per* 
oeiving Cdonel Davenport he called out for ** Grod's sake not to 
advance, or he was a dead man." The colonel replied, ** I came 
here to advance, and here goes." The next moment a dischaige of 
muskets from behind the logs, killed &ve men, and wounded others. 
The Indians were routed and captured. The fnendy notice was 
given by Captain Gentry, a gallant Missourian, who afterwards M 
m the batde of Okeediobee. At Block Island the aged Black Hawk 
resigned his command to Keeokuk, in the presence of Golond 
Davenport. 

After this war the colond was ordered to Fort SneUiogr the 
upper post on the Mississippi, and General Taybr to Fraine du 
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Cliieii. From this tmiet with rerj km m te rr uy tiuuit tliaM oAoen 
^rere assodaled in the wiie leguMnt ; and it is oidy iinoe Dafvn* 
port has been fbU cdonel that a aepantion hat taken plaoe. 

General Taylor was now at Prairie da Chieny eommandiiy die 
fifnt regiment, and Davenport at Fort GibaoUf commanding the waAm 
A tmnafer was made between theae two officera, ao that the oolonal 
was ordered to Taylor's position, while that officer took charge of 
his own. This was subsequent to the Florida war. Dnrii^ Aat 
trying period, Davenport was lieatenant^colond of the first ngiment, 
and served four years, performing daties, as difficult as those of any 
officer in the country. At the battle of Okeechobee, he commanded 
the rear guard, and his position probabfy saved him from fidling wi|h 
many others on that trying day. While pursuing the Indians after 
the battle, no food passed his lips for forty^ve hours. 

After the dose of the war. Colonel Davenport and his lady ao> 
eomponied General Taylw and his family in their first northern 
tour. He was then ordered to Prairie du Ghien, where he enjoyed 
almost a year of rest, but as before stated, he was afterwards prcH 
moted to the command of Fort Gibson, and subsequently trans- 
ferred to his first post While here he obtained leave to visit 
Philadelphia, from which place it was his intention to iender his 
resignation to government ; but he was hindered from doing so by 
^le opening of the present war with Mexico. He was then ordered 
to Jefferson Barracks, to prepare tlie volunteers and newly raised 
rifle corps for service. After performing these duties, he was ex- 
tremely anxious to join that part of his regiment in active service, 
and made several efibrts for that purpose ; but although the depart- 
* ment informed him that his motives were appreciated, yet still his 
services were too important at the barracks to accede to his wishes. 
At length, however, after a tedious and mortifying service, he was 
ordered to take command of Matamoras. He is now in command 
€i the military district of the lower Rio Grande, governor of Mata- 
moras, commandant of the port, collector of the customs, civil 
iudge, dec. His duties are severe, with but little prospect of reap- 
ing many laurels by them. 

Golouel Davenport has been twice brevetted, once according to 
law, for ten years* faithful service, and again for his services in Flov 
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rida. He has been on eonetant daty for thuty*five yeim» wiUi 
only an oeeatfional leave of absence, and during ali Ihat laog tetm 
has never had the slightest official charge made against him. He 
is a man of sterling integrity, of very soand judgment, and con- 
siderable information. In tactics he enforces strict disci{^ne, and 
is so good s^ drill officer, that however remote his oonunand may be 
from inspection, it is always ready for any service, the moment it 
is called upon. While in Florida, the colonel earned fiOm the In- 
dians the title of the stubborn chirf, on account of his determination 
of purpose; and a proof of his worth is given by the fact that in 
all the reductions which have been made in the army, he has been 
ratatned, without making the 'least eflbrtfor the purpose, either per^ 
sonally or by means of friends. 

In 1823 Colonel Davenport was married to a lady of Philadel- 
phia. In that city he is well known, and highly esteemed, and 
most of his leaves of absence are spent there. He ranks am<mg 
his private friends neariy all the officers of the (Ad army. He was 
very intimate with General Brown ; and he now holds a similar 
intimacy with Generals Scott and Gaines. 

Colonel Davenport is in his fifty-ninth year, in easy pecuniary 
circumstances, of a vigorous and robust constitution, and capable of 
still encountering great exposure and fatigue. He is a warm friend, 
and takes great delight in company and conversation. His princi- 
pal amusements are reading and field sports, but he never permits 
these to interfere with any known duty. 



Genttal Vaslot'jS l^tntboltntt to H% ^olhltt%* 

The following anecdote is communicated by a correspondent of 
the Montgomery, Ala., Journal : 

'* The General had occasion to visit Point Isabel, after the batde 
of Buena Vista, and the captain of the steamboat had reserved a suite 
of state rooms for the General's accommodation. There were several 
sick and wounded volunteers on the boat, en route for New Orleans, 
who had to take the wayfaro incident to a crowded boat, and par- 
ticnlariy so on this occasion. General Taylor saw all this, and at 
once ordered these men to be placed in his state rooms, and proper 
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attention paid them. It was rather a cold, rainy day when Ihii 
ooe«rfed. The deck hands and many othen on the boat did not know 
General Taylor. The wind blew high* and the firemen had raised 
a sail io front of the boilers to protect themselyes from the rain, and 
ander this sail there were some old mattrasses; here General Taylor 
lay down and went to sleep. At supper time great inqairies weie 
made for the General, and servants sent off to look him up. But he 
could not be found ! At last some one going below, inquired of a fire- 
man if he had seen anything of such and such a man — the fireman said 
no, bat added, ** there is a clever old fellow asleep there under the 
sail, in front of the fire !*' It was General Taylor. Yes, sweet indeed 
roast have been the sleep of such a man who has the heart to change 
places with the poor sick soldier, as General Taylor did on this 
cKcasion ; such humanity stands out in bold relief, and greatly mitigates 
the evils incident to war.** 



• 



aSftntxKl SSooI unh tit VolunUtta* 

We insert below the warm tribute of respect paid by the chief 
offi€sers of the first Illinois regiment, and the brave General Lane, 
of the Indiana brigade, to General Wool, on taking leave of his com- 
mand at Bnena Vista. It is a triumphant vindication of the sound 
military policy which this brave and accomplished officer adopted 
and vigorously pursued in his extraordinary management of the 
volunteer forces of his army. He has proved by the result of his 
own example in the enforcement of discipline and the establishment 
of a strict but just military police, that volunteers, when properly 
ofiicered,. become the most powerful army that can be brought into 
the field. They are then taught to acquire the ordinary efficiency of 
regular soldiers, while they are appealed to as citizens, and retain in 
full vigor that spirit-rousing stimulant of state and national pride, 
which worked so magically on the battle ground of Buena Vista. 

There is another fact developed, not merely by the immediate 
tribute of respect to which we call attention, but in the general 
language of the volunteers since the great battle, which we regard as 
highly aMSpicious fbr the service. It is very evident that most of 
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dMOd have dnqgad dieir views Mliidy as to the neoesnty of diseip- 
lins. They experieneed its benefits in that terrible confliet, sod 
they now appieeiate its importanee. What would hare been their 
&te if disciidine had been pre?ioasly disregarded ? Their Ibioe on 
the battle fidd was but 4,610, of which more than 4,000 wece 
ndunteers, who, in the preceding summer, had been oiganized into 
the service by General Wool in the respective states of which they 
were private citizens. 

They were now sunoonded by an army of twenty-£>ur thousand 
of the best disciplined, the most numerously officered, and the mosi 
veteran army ever raised in Mexico. Ten thousand of them with 
Ampttdia had been under fire at Monterey, and there were officers 
and men who had fought against old Spain, and made civil war tfaeir 
pastime for twenty-five years. What, we repeat the question, would 
have been the fate of our brave and devoted litde army, if diedpUiiB 
had been neglected ! Probably in one hour they would have been 
thrown into confusion, and then, if the sanguinary design of the So- 
warrow of Mexico had been carried out, seconded by his licenaed 
assassins, the infuriated lancers — and his Cossacks, the ruicheroe— - 
who were placed as additional outposts to cut off every straggler, and 
were all thirsting for blood and plunder, not one man of our heroic 
band would have survived to tell the tale of horror. 

It SB not surprising, therefore, that we find not only a change of 
opinion as to the absolute necessity of discipline, but an outpouring 
of grateful admiration towards General Wool for his steady determina* 
turn in enforeing it, and his admirable example in directing it to the 
best advantage on the field of battle. He had known battle fields 
before. ' But the vdunteers, with the exception of one regiment, had 
never been under fire. He knew that his sole dependence in the 
hour of trial would be from that self-confiding bravery which discip- 
line alone inspires. Accordingly he had fix>m the moment his army 
was concentrated at San Antonio in the latter part of August, until 
(afier accomplishing a march of nine hundred miles) he jHresented 
them in firont of Saltillo on die alarm of General Worth in the lattor 
pert of December, and thence up to the very day of battle, direeted 
the whole eneigies of a long military li(e to make his cdumn not only 
the proudest model of an army in all its appointments, rpipmiwiis 
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Mid snpplieBf but the best in its diaeipttiie and military depoftmaiit 
la tfaia he did aoooeed, but it cost him his popularity with many of 
the volnnteers. They had dreamed not of the hardships of drill and 
rabordinalion, of order and discipline, bot of the romanoes of military 
muwhes and encampments ; and consequently, as the SaltiNo /'tdhtf 
€hiard in his plain style says, ** No general ever had so many 
eurses for so few offences.*' But now how changed is the language 
of the volunteers. 

** I take back,'* says one of them in an Aricansas paper, ** all I 
have said against General Wool.** ** Little as his column liked him 
before the battle,'* says another, '* they all now admit that he is a 
splendid general.** *' General Wool,*' says a third, [Telegraph and 
Review, Alton, April 9, 1847*] ** behaved most gallantly, and has 
earned all the country can do for him, besides the respect, esteem 
and admiration of his brigade, who, before the battle, had a long ao« 
count of what they cotisidered petty annoyances, treasured against 
him.** 

Quotations of similar purport might be multiplied, but we will add 
only tfie following: 

77^ nUruM Volunteen to General WooL 

Bbjlzos SAiTTiAeo, June 23d, 1647. 

Brio. Gen. Wool :-^The officers and soldiers of the first regi- 
ment, Illinois volunteers, on the eve of leaving Mexico for then: 
homes, would do violence to their own feelings did they not tender 
to their immediate commanding general a testimonial of their regard. 
Upon entering the service a year since, tiiey were not prepared to 
appreciate the importance of 2liscipline and drill, and consequently 
oomplatned of them as onerous and unnecessary. Complaints were 
loud and many. 

Their judgments convinced, these feelings have undergone a 
diange, and they now thank you for your untiring exertions to make 
them useful to their country and a credit to the state. 

Whatever, sir, of service we may have done our common country, 
or whatever of honor we may have done the state of Illinois, to 
General J. E. Wool is due the credit You, sir, brought your 
ccAnnm into the field well provided for and disciplined, and fought 
diem wcA when yon got them there ; and should our oomitry ever 

38 
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Kgain need otnr tenrices in die field, it woald be oar proudest 

to 4giin meet the eaemjr under the immediate command of one in 

whoae eneify, watchfulness and courage we and the whole mnj 

have the most unlimited confidence. 

•With file best wishes for your'lutiue fame and happiness« on fiie 

part of the regiment we beg leave to subscribe ourseLves your friends. 

Signed by W. Wbathxrfobd, 

CoL firat Reg. SL Y oL 

W. B. Warren, Lieut. CoL 
and forty company and wtaffoffiun. 

General Lane to General WooL 

BvxHA YisTA, MsxiGO, May 20Ui, 1847c 

DsAE GsHSRAL : In a few days we are to take up the line of march 
homeward, and from my understanding of the law, I am soon to be 
diBchaxged, and I greatly hope that the cause which gave rise to my 
appointment may soon cease to exist. A speedy and honorable peace 
with this country is much desired by every American citizen. Bat, 
my dear General, I cannot think of parting with yon without ex- 
pressing my hi|^ opinion of your great worth as a military man. 
During the time that I have been under your command, I have found 
3rou prompt, faithful and vigilant, in the discharge of your duty, 
looking alone to the good of the service and the honor and g^ory of 
our country. A strict disciplinarian, you have dischaiged your duty 
with ability, and an impartiality worthy a great- man. Your exer- 
tions as second in command at the great and ^rious batde of Buena 
Yista, moving to and fro in every part of the field, watching the 
movements of the enemy» exposed to danger almost every moment 
of the day, ordering and disposing of our forces in the best manner 
to meet and repulse the enemy. By your exertions, coolness and 
courage in gaining this victory, you have won laurels and a fame 
that.will endure as long as the traces of American history shall exist. 
—Hoping that you may live long to enjoy the thanks of a grrateful 
people, 

I remain, sir, your most obedient and humble servant^ 

JosBPH Lan£, Brig. Gen. 

Baw. Osv. Wool, Commsniting ibroM at Baena YiiCa, Mezieo. 
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9it IttHUniann at 9$«eii« %rt#t«« 

Surgeon Chamberlain relates the following mcldent of the battle 
fidd. *^ During the retreat of the Indianians, General Taylor rode 
up to their rear, and thus addressed them : ** Men — soldiers — ^fellow- 
fsoantrymen, I fought for you and your country before you were 
bom. 1 fought for you when you were boys, I have fought for 
you since you were misn. Now I want you to fight a little for me ; 
will you do it ?" 

» Hurrah for old Zach ! Turn out ! To the death for M Zach !*' 
was shouted by more than two hundred of the brave fellows (for such 
they subsequently proved themselves) who immediately rallied under 
an officer, and fought during the rest of the engagement." 



Mt&ti of Captain Saggatt* 

This officer belonged to one of the Indiana regiments, and was 
kiOed at Buena Vista. In handing his sword to a friend, he uttered 
the noble exclamation ; — ** Tell the boys to fight on~^our cause is 
justJ*^ The name of such a man, with his dying sentiments, should 
be inscribed upon freedom's banner, and carried in the van of conflict 
through all time. There is a self-poised and self-balanced grandeur 
in a nature which, under the awful circumstances of exhaustion, 
death, and the savage roar of battle, can utter a sentence like this, 
that will appeal to the hearts of men, and fill them with molten fire. 
Hie history of mankind scarcely affi>rds an equal instance of sudi 
utter abnegation of self at such a time. ' Fain, and memory, and the 
black shadows of death, were banished from the heart of this heroic 
man, that in an instant's space the whole merits of the cause in 
^which he had laid down his life might be examined, and that search- 
ing flash of intelligence which, like the lightning, laid bare all that 
before was obscure, enforced the conviction uttered with his dying 
breath. To such a spirit, so unselfish, single and lofty, this was all 
the consolation desired. To God he left the rest-**and who will say 
he did not do well ? Litde it concerned that champion of freedottiKat 
that moment, what the living might say of him, scarcely expecting, 
perhaps, more than a local and transient remembrance* But man- 
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Uiid it does cooeem, that the dying sentiments and the dying eoa- 
fietioBs, as well as the name of so pnre a patriot, slioidd not be 
buried in oblivion. 



Vjkf ni%it after tit VattU of Vucna ^{Kta. 

The night of the 23d of February last, was one of most intense 
■nzieiy to the particmatoys in die bloody fight of Buena Vista. 
After twelve hoars of obstinate fighting, withi the final resalt y^t nn- 
known* nothing bat water having passed the lips of those gallant men 
for the kst twelve hoars, the flower of their respective corps d^d oi 
wounded, and the certainty of a renewal of the onslaught the next 
day, it is hard to imagine a period more calculated to ^' try men's 
souls*' tfian that night AAer the cessation of the %ht, came the 
kssitude superinduced by the extraordinary excitement of the day ; 
men fell exhausted, and bivouadced in line — *' the weary to cest and 
the wounded to die/* The depression of physical energy was so 
great that neither hui^r nor danger could incite them 4 that bloody 
field wis at dgfat o*doek as silent as the grave. ^It can hardly be 
surmised what were the feelings of that ^ grcsat old man" upon eon- 
lemi^ting the residts of that day's work, No officer sought repose, 
and the camp fires, which on other occasions had been the scene of 
jest and mmriment, were now still, and the deep anxiety depicted 
on the faces of the various groups of officers impressed you with 
a solemnity, foreboding ill, that was truly painful. All eyes were 
turned ever and anon to the tent of one upon whom ail their hopes 
were placed, but not a bght, not a movement could he discerned. 
The occasion made that single tent an object of intense solicitude. 
Some wondered if he was alone ; . others would have given their 
earthly wealth to have known the thoughts, the hopes, the wishes, 
the intentions of the old hero ; but aU was dark and silent as the 
tomb. Captain L > of the topographical engineers, had visited 

the batde ground at night. He had made some discoveries he thought 
important to be communicated immediately to the cbmmander-in- 
chief. On approaching the General's quarters, he overtook his 
who had been attending to his master's cavalry^ and inqutied 
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if the ** old man** was alone lod awake. ^ / spec he foMi nf/eqi, 
eaptin^for he eat a numstrouM hearty eupper^ and when he eat a 
big supper he eleep berry hard and sound, and Ireean you worit 
see de * old hoe* *fore 4 o'clock in de mominJ' Listen^ you hear 
him snore clestn otit hete^^ When the captain made a report of 
this last leoonnoissanGe, joy and aatis&ction were diffiteed thioii|^ 
the camp. They knew that all was safe. 



SbpsttiKj^ Apinionft ef tjj^f 8R«t« 

We find an interesting notice of the Mexican war in the Madrid 
(Spanish) Hendd of May 8d, a translation of which is inserted. 
The artiele is solemn, dignified and remarkably temperatei both in 
style and sentiment. 

^The news from Mexico is every day more alarming — ^the pro- 
gress of the invaders each day more rapid-*the demoralization of the 
<^onntry each day more profound. We have before us the official 
account of the battle of Sabillot which with reason we consideredy 
^^com the first, as a very doubtful victory on the side of the Mexicans. 
The truth is, that although they succeeded in destroying a great part 
of the invading army, it was at the cost of immense losses, and the 
vout of the Anglo-Americans was not complete, inasmuch as they took 
inany prisoners, and Santa Anna was obliged to retire precipitately, 
as far as San Luis de Potosi. 

But this is not the worst. Whilst the republic is deprived of 
all kinds of resources — whilst its principal army is reduced to a 
state of impotency — ^the Anglo-Americans have disembafllpd twelve 
thousand men within three miles of Vera Crux, without meetiiig 
with the least resistance, and have formally commenced the siqpe of 
this town, and the important fortress, of San Juan de UUoa. 

This place, attacked by sea and land, badly defended by a spane 
garrison, which has few resources, the aqueducts which oonv^ to 
tbem the most important element of life already cut off, it vnfl be a 
prodigy if it shall have been able to resist, even for a few weekl, the 
energetic attacks of its enmies. \i is p^bable that San Juan de 
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Ulloa is now in the power of the Anglo-Araericans, and in their 
power, this place will be impregnable.' 

What we announced a few days ago, then, now commences to be 
realized. The Mexican nationality is in the agonies of dissolution, 
^n a few years the empire of Montezuma, the brilliant, conquest of 
Heman Cortes, will be the patrimony of the Anglo-Saxon, whose 
tireless industry will quickly absorb the Spanish race that now in- 
habit it. The country will doubtless be h^pier and more enlight- 
ened ; but this is to us a humiliatiiig consideration, which the love 
we bear to our country, and the race to which we belong, make it 
unlawful for us to touch upon.'' 



Yesterday (says the New Orleans Ddta, June 22d,) we had the 
pleasure qf an introduction to one of the officers of -Colonel Doni- 
phan's regiment, whose martial exploits, and indefatigable malbches, 
form laudatory themes for every tongue. We found him unaffect- 
edly frank, possessing an earnest energy, which is ho doubt charac- 
teristic of the whole regiment of those western braves. 

This gentleman furnished the echtor with the following incidents 
connected with that famous expedition. 

In the eoBKse of the marcli certain cirouliistances occurred, which 
the mtti translated into certain auguries of success, whatever might 
be the peili they should have to encounter, and this opinion may 
have had some influence in forming the indomitable spirit they 
subsequently evinced. One of these omens he related. At one 
time, dutiag the march, both men and cattle were almost overcome 
with thirst, and no water could be had within a distance of sixteen 
or eighteen miles of them. To travel sq far was impossible, for the 
oxen fell down under the wagpns, unable any longer 4o hold out 
against the parching thirst which was choking them. Just at the 
time, and without a single indication in the heavens of its approach, 
die rain came pouring down in torrents, and continued till the oxen 
eonld ^ink from the earth around them where they lay, and where 
iliey had fallen from sheer want of it. 
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I 

rflfiing ArtilUtft* 

By the way, it may sound something like a misnomer, but ttiD 
it is no less the fact, that the flying artillery of the expedition had 
no other agency of transportation either in the batde or out of it, 
than oxerLt not the swiftest messengers of Mars, it must be admitted ; 
worse than Mrs. Bardell*s slow coach, by a long odds. 



In one instance, in the presence of some American officers, the 
British consul was very eloquent in his eulogies of the Mexicans. 
They were a most brave, enlightened and a particularly magnani- 
mous and humane people, who, in their engagements witli an enemy, 
scrupulously observed the rules of war, and that forbearance to a 
vanquished foe, dictated by the more enlightened ethics of the pre* 
sent day. 

** Are you done now, stranger ?" said the captain of a company 
^sed in the western part of Missouri, when he thought he liad 
heard him out. 

** I am done," said the consul ; ** 1 will however add, that my 
statement is unanswerahk*'* 

^* Well, if this here don't answer you," said the young volunteer, 
**" Tom Benton himself could not stump you !" and he held up the 
black flag which the enemy unfurled before going into the battle of 
Bacramento, which showed the murderous designs of the -Mexicans. 
The representative of Queen Victoria said nothing, though he evi- 
dently thought there was something in the emblematic eloquence 
of the Missourian. 



The following letter will convey an idea of the nature of the 
Mexican '* accommodoHons^^'* and of the hardships experienced by 
the gallant men, who risk their lives in obedience to a sense of 
duty. 
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CiTT or CaiHVABVA, Mudi 7, 1847. 

Dbae Major : — How oAen have I again and again determined 
to send you my hearty corses of every thing Mexican ; but then 
I knew that you had seen the sterile and miserable country, and 
its description would be, of course, no novelty to you. To give 
you, however, a brief outline of our movements, I have to say, 
that we have marched to Santa Fe by Bent's Fort ; thence through 
the country of the Navajo Indians to the waters of the Pacific 
ocean ; down the St Juan river, the Rio Colorado, and the Gila, 
back again to the Rio del Norte ; across the Jornada del Muerto 
to Brazito, where we fopght the battle of which you have doubtless 
seen the account ; thence to the town of El Paso del Norte, which 
was taken by us ; thence across two other jornadas, and fought 
the battle of the Sacramento, and have sent you, herewith, a copy 
of my official rqport of the same. We are now in the beautiful 
city of Chihuahua, and myself in the palace of Governor Frias. 

My orders are to report to General Wool, but I now learn that in- 
stead of taking the city of Chihuahua, he is shut up at Saltillo, by Santa 
Anna. Our position will be ticklish if Santa Anna should compel 
Generals Taylor and Wool ever to fall back. All Durango, Zaca- 
tecas, and Chihuahua will be down upon my little army. We are 
out ci the reach of help, and it is as unsafe to go backward as for- 
ward. High spirits and a bold front is perhaps the best and safest 
policy. My men are rough, ragged, and ready, having one more 
of the Rs than General Taylor himself. We have been in service 

m 

nine mon&s, and my men, afler marching two thousand miles, over 
mountains and deserts, have not received one dollar of their pay, 
yet they stand it without miurmuring. Half rations, hard marches, 
and no clothes ! — ^but they are still game to the last, and curse and 
praise iheir country by turns, but fight for her all the time. 

No troops could have behaved more gallantly than ours in the 
battle of the Sacramento. When we approached the enemy, their 
numbers and position would have deterred any troops, less brave and 
determined* from the attack ; but as I rode from rank to rank, I 
could see nothing but the stern resolve to conquer or die — there 
was no trepidation, and no pale faces. I cannot discriminate between 
companies or individuals ; all have done their duty, and done it 
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nobly. La£iyetfe has tent out m host of galhiit •pirila ; tbo whob 
company behayed noUj. Your nephew, Lieatenant Robert B»> 
nett, (Lafayette Tolonteera) was in Captain Reid*s cafaLrj oompanj, 
in the most dangeroos diaige dial was made dnrinf the batda. 
Captadn May*s chaige at Resaca de la Ptdma, was not bolder or b^ 
ter executed. 

Robert (yoar nef^ew) is a gallant and high tempered boj« and 
feds himself privileged to praise and to Uame his oommanders, as 
may best suit his fancy for die time. lieatenatt Dedia GraTes, 
( Lafayette volunteers) is also a very gallant man. Indeed, it is a fine 
company ; not better than my others, but it is great praise to say 
that it is equal to the best I regret most deeply the death of poor 
Kirkpatrick. He was in Reid's chaige, and fought like a lion. 

Colonel Samuel C. Owens lost his life by excessive bravery or 
rather rashness. He rode up to a redoubt filled tHth armed men, 
and continued to fire his pistols into it until himssK and his hone 
fell, pierced with bolls upon its very blink. 

When we are to leave here— where we are to go, or what is to 
become of us, you will be enabled to conjecture more ooirecdy 
by the time this letter shall have reached you, th^n I can at this 
time. 

Give my best respects to G. French, Esq., Judge Ryland, Colo- 
nel Wood, Judge H. Young, &c. &c., and for yourself I send the 
assurances of my earnest prayer for your continued paroBpiHty, and 
also for my own speedy reunion with my famfly and friends in 
Missouri. Your friend, very truly, ^ 

A. W. DomPBAM. 

E. M. Atlakd. 



l^omibatDmtnt of Feta ®tu2* 

We have given a description of the siege and surrender <rf Vera 
Cruz, as gathered from the reports of the officers ; but as these 
are necessarily much less copious or satisfactory than aooounts 
from private letters, we insert the following stirring nancadve from 

30 
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Ibb pen of an eye witoess. The interesdng incidents it namtee 
win be a sufficient ezcose for its len^^. 

*^ On the 6tfi day of March, 1847, while the American squadron 
was lying at Anton Lizardo, a norther sprang up and commenced 
blowing with great violence. The ships rolled and pitched and 
tagged at their anchors, as if striving to tear them from their holdt 
while the sea was white with foam. About noon General Scott's 
fleet of transports, destined for the reduction of Vera Cruz, came 
like a great white doud, bearing down before the storm. The 
whole eastern horizon looked like a wall of canvass. Vessel after 
Teasel came flying in under reduced sail, until the usually quiet 
harbor was crowded with them. A perfect wilderness of spkrs 
and rigging met the eye at every turn, and for five days all was 
bustle, activity, and excitement. Officers of the two services were 
▼isiting about frftm ship to ship ; drums were beating, bands of musie 
playing, and every thing told of an approaching conflict. 

On the 10th, the army were conveyed in huge surf boats from 
the transports to the different ships of war, which immediately got 
nnder way for Vera Cruz. During the passage down to the city, 
I was in the fore-top of the United States sloop of war ''Albany," 
from which place I had a good view of all that occurred. It was 
a grand sight. The tall ships of war sailing leisurely along under 
their topnsails, their decks thronged in every part with dense masses 
of troops, whose bright muskets and bayonets were flashing in the 
sunbeams ; the jingling of spurs and sabers ; the bands of music 
playing; the hum of the multitude rising up like the murmur 
of the distant ocean ; the small steamers plying about, their decks 
crowded with anxious spectators ; the long lines of surf boats, tow- 
ing astern of the ships, ready to disembark the troops — all tended 
to render the scene one of the deepest interest. 

About three o'clock, p. m., the armada arrived abreast of the little 
island of Sacrificios : where the time-worn walls and battlements 
of Vera Cruz, and the old grim castle of San Juan de Ulloa, with 
their ponderous cannon, tier upon tier, basking upon the yellow rays 
of the sun, burst upon our view. That embarkation was a most 
beautifiil, nay a sublime sight I still retained my position in the 
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foi«*top» and was watching every movement with the most anxioiie 

interest ; for it was thought by many that the enemy would oppose 

the landing of our troops. About four oVlock the huge surf boats, 

each capable of containing one hundred men, were hauled to the 

gangways of the different men of war, and quickly laden, and 

formed in a single line nearly a mile in length. At a given signal 

they commenced slowly moving toward the Mexican shore. It 

was a grand spectacle. On, on went the long range of boats, loaded 

down to the gunwales with brave men, the rays of tlie slowly de* 

parting sun resting upon their uniforms, and brisding bavonets, and 

wrapping the far inland and fantastic mountains of iMexico in robes 

of gold. On they went, the measured stroke of the couniless oars 

mingling with the hoarse dull roar of the trampling surf upon tlie 

sandy beach, and the shriek of the myriads of sea-birds soaring high 

in air, until the boats struck the shore, and our army began to land. 

At this instant the American flag was planted, and unrolling its folds, 

floated proudly out upon the evening breeze. The crews of the 

men-of-war, made the welkin ring with their fierce cheering ; while 

a dozen bands of music at the same time, and actuated by the sam# 

impulse, struck up 

** *Tis the star spangled banner ! O, long may it wave, 
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave." 

Elarly the next morning the old grim castle of San Juaa de Ulloa 
commenced trying the range of its heavy guns, throwing Paixban 
shells at the army, and continued it at intervals, for a week ; but 
with the exception of an occasional skirmish with the lancers, they 
had all the fun to themselves. In the mean time our forces went 
quietly on with their preparation, stationing their pickets, pbnting 
their heavy mortars, landing their horses, provisions, and munitious 
of war, though constanUy annoyed by a ceaseless fire from the Mex- 
ican batteries*, which they were too busy to return. 

On the 24th, Lieutenant Oliver Hazard Perry, with a zeal worthy 
of his illustrious father — the hero of Lake Erie — dismounted one 
of the waist guns of the Albany, a sixty-eight pounder, procured a 
number of volunteers, who, with such a leader, would have willingly 
charged up to the muzzles of tlie Mexican cannon,- and taking about 
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Ibrty rounds of Paixhan sfaatts, proceeded on «hore« where, irfter 
dragging his gun throogh the sand for three miles, he arriyed a:C a 
naall fortification, which the engineers had constructed, in a situa- 
tion commanding the whole city of Vera Cruz. Roused by sudi 
a gallant example, the crews from each of the other ships disem- 
barked guns, and conveyed them to the breastrwork. In this 
tfiey were favored by the situation of the works, which were ooo- 
eealed from the eyes of the Mexicans by an almost impervioos 
ebapparal ; so that in a short time they completed a most formida- 
ble fortress, which was styled the naval battery. 

At this time, while a constant fire of shot and shells were thrown 
at the army by the enemy, General Scott having quietly made ail 
his arrangements, sent a fiag of truce with a summons for the inat- 
mediale surrender of Vera Cruz, and the castle of San Juan de 
nUoa, together ^ith a full assurance, that unless the dmnand was 
eomplied with, an attack would follow. As a matter of course, 
Ae Mexicans expecting an aiisault, for which they were well pre- 
pared, and not a bombardment, returned an indignant refusal, and 
were told that at four o*clock, p. v., they should hear further from 
US. In the mean time the chapparal had been cut away, disclosing 
ihe naval battery to the gaze of the astonished Mexicans, and tlie 
mortars and heavy artiUery which had been planted upon the hills 
overlooking the city, and were ready to vomit forth their fires of 
death. Every person was now waiting with terrible anxiety the 
commencement of the fray. 

About four o*clock, p. m., while the crews of the i^quadron were 
all at supper, a sudden and tremendous roar of zYtSl€iy on shore, 
proclaimed that the battle had begun. The tea-tbii^ were left to 
take care of themselves, and sick and well tumbled up the ladders 
to the spar dedr. I followed with the human tide, and soon found 
myself in the fore-top of the Albany, and looking around me, a sub- 
lime but terrific sight, my elevated perch presented to the view. 
Some two hundred sail of vessels were lying immediately around 
OS, their tops, cross-trees, yards, shrouds—every thing where a foot- 
hold could be obtained— crowded with human beings, clustered like 
swarming bees in midsummer, all intently watching the batde. I 
turned my eyes on shore. Jonathan had at last awakenedt fiwin 
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his damber, and had aet to woik in eameat BombahaUa won Itf* 
MBg into Vera Cniz like haikalonea, Solphvieoiia flaahea, donda 
of 8iiioke« and the doll boom of the heary gmia aroae firom die 
liralla of the city, in return; while ever and anon« a red aheel of 
flame would lei^ from the great braaa mortaia of the caade, followed 
by a report which (airiy made the earth tremble. The large ahipa 
of the aqnadron could not approach near enoogh to the ahore to 
participate in the attack upon the city, widiont ezpoaing themaelvea 
to the fire of the caatle ; but all the gun boata, email ateameaB» and 
every thing that eoiUd be brought to bear upon die enemy were 
sent in, and commenced blazing away— -a steady stream of fire like 
the red glare of a volcano. This state of things continued until 
Buiiaet, when the small vessels were called off; but the mortars 
kept throwing shells into the devoted town the whole night I 
watdied them until after midnight, and it was one of the most 
striking displays that I ever beheld. 

A huge black doud of smoke Jinng like a pall over the Ameri- 
can »roy, completely concealing it from view ; the Mexicans had 
oeaaed firing in order to prevent our troops from directing their gnna 
by the flashes from the walls ; but the bombardiers had obtained 
the exact range before dark and kept thundering away, every shell 
falling directly into the city. Suddenly a vivid lightning-like flash 
would gleam for an instant upon the dense cloud of smoke over our 
lines, and then, as the roar of the great mortar was borne to our 
ears, the ponderous shell would be seen tp dart upward like a me- 
teor, and after describing a semicircle in the air, descend with a 
loud cradi upon the house-lops or into the resounding streets. 
Then after a brief, but awful moment of suspense, a lurid glare, illu- 
minating for an instant the white domes and grim fortresses of Vera 
Cruz, falling into ruins with the shock, and the echoing crash that 
came borne to our cars, told that the shell had eiq^ded, and exe- 
cuted its terrible mission. Throughout the whole night these fear- 
ftil missiles were traveUing into the city, in one continued stream ; 
but the enemy did not return the fire until daylight, when their bat- 
teries reopened witl\ the most determined bravery. 

About eight o'clock, a. m.. Perry and his brave associates, having 
finished the mounting of their guns, aiid completed all other arrange- 
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mentit opned with a trvmendoos roar the naval battery, npon the 

weat tide of the city, and were immedialriy answered fronr Ibnr 

daatioot batteries of the enemy. The firm earth trembled beneadi 

the dischaige of these ponderous gims ; the shot flew like hail into 

the town, and was returned with*interest by the Mexicans. Tfa^r 

heavy guns were served with wonderful precision, almost every shot 

striking the fort, bursting open the sand bags of which it was con- 

atructed, and covering men and officers with a cloud of dust. Many 

shot and shell were throwd directly through tlie embrasures, and to 

nse the ttqpression of one of our old tars who had been in several 
engagements, * The reJ-skios handled their long thirty-twos, as if 

they had been rifles.* One officer and several of our men had 
fidlen, but tlie remainder of the brave fellows kept blazing away, 
until the forts and ramparts of the city began to cnimble to the 
earth. This state of tilings lasted to the 27th, 4he army throwing 
a constant shower of Ijombs into the city, and tlie naval battery 
(manned daily by fresh officers |nd men) beating down the fortifica- 
tions and destroying every thing within its range, when a flag of 
tmee was sent out with an ofier of the unconditional surrender of 
the city of Vera Crux, and castle of San Juan de Ulloa.' 



Vit ®ar]iitulatioii* 

^* It was a clear bright sunny day on which Hie surrender took 
place. By special good fortune, the author of this sketch obtained 
an opportunity of being present at the capitulation, and a most 
splendid and glorious p^eant it was. The boat in which we 
embarked put ofl* from the ship about eight o*clock, a. m,, and ailer 
a long pull through the fleet of tranq>orts, we landed on a white 
level sand beach, abput three miles to the southward of Vera Cruz. 
Here we fbund the- encampment of the volunteers ; and after 
straying around among the tents, filled with a ragged and motley 
assembly, and seeking in vain for horses at the markees of the 
different quartermasters, we started off for the * Field of the grounded 
arms.* 

After crossing the sand hills, which rise from the beach, we <*-an ft^ 
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wadiuij opoa the stage.of the thttUn of war. Gaimdii balls veie 
lying over all the plain, like corn upon the thresher's floor, while 
faflce and there might be descried vast caverns plou^ied in the earth 
i^ the shells from the castle. Columns of troops were moving 
about in every direction ; general and staff officers galloping aronod 
the field on their spirited chargers ; drums were beating, trumpets 
braying, bands of music playing, and the star-spangled banner floating 
gaily on the breeze. It was a moment to make one proud of his 
country. Afler a fatiguing walk we came to a long level plain, greei^ 
"with verdure, extending for more than a mile, where the Mexicaiis 
were to lay down thpir arms. Hanng secured a spot where we 
had a flue view of the whole field, and while congratulating ouiselves 
on our good fortune, one of General Scott's aids cams galloping over 
the field on his panting steed, and shouted—? 

Gentlemen, the General directs that this place shall be kept 
clear. The Mexicans are to march out here ; so you will perceive 
the necessity of seeking other quarters.' 

There was no hdp for it. Our party separated, each takiqg up 
the position that pleased him. An officer of the army who hap- 
pened to be off duty at the time, and who had. in his possession an 
excellent telescope went with me to the top of a high hill, which 
commanded a view of the whole field, and where a thick chapparal 
through whose branches the cool luxuriant winds came singing, 
spread its grateful shade above our heads, as we reclined upon the 
soft carpet-like earth, and gazed upon the magnificent vie w before us. 
There lay the sandy plains, dotted with the white tents of the 
eoldiers '^ the green field on which the enemy was to pile his arms, 
the shattered walls, ramparts and white domes of the city, the time^** 
worn bat^ements of the castle, over which tlie half-masted flag of 
Mexico was trailing in sadness ; and beyond, the great, solemn, sleep- 
ing sea, on whose unruffled bosom the coundess il^et of transports, 
men-of-war, and steamers, as the long glassy suige came sweeping 
in, rolled lazily to and fro, with their wilderness of spars and rigging, 
basking in the yellow sunshine. It was a most beautiful sight,'and 
one that can never be effaced from my memory. 

About ten o'clock a. m. the American army moved up in two 
columns^-a perfect forest of glittering bayonets — tlie regular tjroops 
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on the right and the folusfteen on the left, enckiaiig the extended .field 
in a hollow square, with an opening neaieat the cit3r, through which 
the Mexicans were to enter. In a short time the sound of moomliii 
mnsie announced that the enemy was approaching; and lookingr 
toward the city we beheld his columns mori^g out in good ofdor, 
and in the direction of our army. 

On they came, the poor, crest-fallen, half-starved, emaciated crea- 
tores, marehing to the most moumibl strains ear ever heard ; theion^ 
dejected lo<rfung files of troops, accompanied by the iidiaht^ts c^ 
the city — women and children, the old, the young, ihe crippted— -all 
bearing off tieir little treasures. Some we«e seen staggering uoder 
the weight of old trunks, others loaded down with bags of meal — no 
doubt their litde all. I need not say that I sincerely sympathized 
with them in their deep distress ; and as I looked around upon 
many poor pale sorrowing faces of the females, my heart ached for 
them, and I involuntarily breathed forth a curse upon the inventor of 
war, 

AAer the soldien had stacked* their arms, and while they were 
wailing to be paroled, I came down from the hill where I had been 
seated, and strolling around amoqg the columns of Mexicans, was 
surprised to find so many fine looking men and officers among them. 
They had the appearance of being well disciplined, and their arms 
and accoutrements were in a most excellent condition. Although I 
was entirely alone and wore the uniform of Ihe navy, not an insult 
was offered to me ; and whenever I thought proper to salute one 
of their officers, the civility was adways promptly and courteously 
acknowledged. 

On I went in a spirit of wild recklessness, stopping to exftfa'ange 
an occasional smile or kind word with the pretty senoritas; with their 
large dark languishing eyes, raven tresses hanging down almost to 
the earth, and with their swelling bosoms more than half disclosed 
to view. Suddenly looking up, I for the first time discovered that 
I had left oUr army, and all assistance far behind, and that I was 
alone in the very midst of the armed and swarthy hordes of the ene- 
my, and directly before the principal gate of the city. To add to my 
uneasiness, I perceived many dark and threatening glances cast 
toward me from tho sullen column of soldiers; and I have ho doubt, 
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tel had thej not been reetniiied by a §mt of their offioeri^ tfiey 
««mld ha^e SMsrifieed me on the spot to gratify their thint lor lefeqge. 
Bat let me feel as I would, it was no time to show indecision ; so I 
walked quietly aloof the walls, examining the loop»h(rfes for 
musketry, and speculating in my own mind« whether some one 
of the enemy might not lie concealed behind them as at Monterey, 
nd take a fancy to make a taiget of me. I can testify ftom personal 
experience, that the spot on which I stood al that time, was noi a 
bed of roses. Had 1 been made the victim of some deadly marksman, 
who, at Much a time, could ever have ferreted out the assassin ? 

Jnst at 1h\a moment, to my great relief, Mr. Grossan, a very bnve 
and acoomplished officer, accompanied by three others, came up, 
having like me wandered on in advance of the army. After a brief 
consultation, it was decided to go on at all hazards. Accordingly 
we crossed the old bridge, and after passing over a ponderous 
arched gate*way, found ourselves in the almost deserted streets. We 
were the first Americans that, entered Vera Cruz. 

What a scene of distress and desolation met the eye at every 
turn ! For nearly a week the American army had rained a ceasdess 
shower of bombs into the iU-fated city, and not a street, and scarcely 
^ house, remained unvisited by these terrible missiles. The pave- 
ments ploughed up, beautiful dwellings shattered into massesof ruins, 
eigns of every description broken in pieces, and fragments of shells 
lying around in every dhrection — ^these told df the havoc which had 
been made with our enemies. The few people who remained in the 
city, seemed completely ^wed down, and beaten out with constant 
fiitigue, anxiety, and want of sleep ; and as we passed along the 
echmng streets, they looked out of their broken windows timidly 
upon us, as if expecting insult and violence. For myself I sincerely 
^ sympathized with them in their po^g;n^t distress ; and even had I 
possessed the power, I would not for the universe have injured one 
of the poor pale faced creatures of that many sorrowed throng. There 
is somediing in deep distress which claims a kindred feeling in the 
breast of humanity. 

I soon separated from the rest of the party, and wandered akme 
over the entire city. During the whole of my peregrinations, I was 
treated with the greatest respect and kindness ; and whenever I 

40 
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•tof^pid bdbre a hooM to gaze upon the damage done bj a shdl* 
aome of the inmates, if the boildhig was not deserted, would eoow 
to the shattered. door, inviie me to enter,' pcMst out their fonutme 
destroyed, or the time-worn waUs stained with the life blood of a 
&ther or a mother, a sister or.a brother. 

' Nor was it the Mexicans alone that suffered. The foreign re»- 
dents of the town not expecting a bombardment, but an assault from 
our army, had remained'at their residences ; and, to use the phase 
1^ the indignant British consul, * were caught like so oiuiy rats in a 
trap.* Thai gentleman informed me that for a whole week, he had 
not taken off his clothes, and had scarcdy slept a mometalt during the 
whole of the bombardment. * Whenever/ said he, * a person did 
lie down io obtain a little rest, it was with the comforting thought that 
in all human probability, a great bombshell would come down through 
the roof of the house, and take up its quarters by his side Ss a bed- ^ 
fellow.* He went on to say that during the second night of the 
bombardment, he collected together quite a lai^e party of his friends, 
if I lemember rightly some twenty in number, ladies and gentlemen, 
who took refuge in the parlor of a large stone house, which being 
very strong was thought to be tolerably safe against the incursion of 
the shells, though they could be heard crashing into the city like a 
hail-sto9m. But while the party were congratulating themsdves 
upon their probable security, they heard a dreadful crash upon the 
roof of the house, whfbh made its. firm walls tremble, and in an in- 
stant the terrtble missile landed directly in the centre ai the room, 
and exploding with a blinding glare and deafening noise, shattered 
down the building, and destroyed twelve of the unfprtiij^te inmates. 
In &ct no place was safe ; the palace of the gnuidae, and the hut 
of the wretched peasant, shared one common fate. 
. In the afternoon I visited the hospital where the wounded were 
lying ; some of them in the last mortal agojales, some with their arms 
blown off, otl^s with their legs broken, and all horribly mutilated. 
The old,, the youngs the rich, the poor, male and female, had been 
gathered in from all parts of the city, to this vast receptacle of pain 
and suffering. Heart rending moans arose from every quarter of the 
building, and clouds of flies almost darkened the air — I turned in 
horror fromi the sickening sight. 
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Before nif^t the town was filfad with oar troofM, who lodp^pmu' 
mg in» regimeots at a time ; and a conatant stream of baggage wagom 
were entering at the different gates, from the scene of tlie capituktion, 
loaded with the arms and aecoutrements of the vanquished enemy. 
As the vehicles passed me rattling over the rained pavements, with 
their glittering freights, on their way to deposit thera for safe keeping 
in the castle of San Juan de UUoa, I could not but think of Long* 
fellow *s beautiful and truthful lines. 

* Is it, O man, with such discordtint noises, 
With such accursed instruments as these. 
Thou drownest Nature's sweet and kindly voices, 
And jarrest the celestial harmonies ? 

Were half the power that fills the world with terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts^ 4 

Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals nor forts. 



^icrta Sorllo* 

The following incidents concerning the battle of Sierra Gordo are 
taken from the New Orleans Delta. 

yVie Generosity of our Soldiers. — The kindness of our men to 
the wounded of the enemy was as conspicuous as their fortitude 
under suffering. After the batde was over (hey con^ be seen on 
every side lifting the poor fellows into easier pocjtions, supplying 
thmn with water, and binding up their wounds. Sturdy fellows, who 
a few.BiiniU00 before were charging against the enemy with the moat 
deetructiire fury^ and savage determination, were now transformed 
by victory mto kind nurses, who watched over and assisted their 
wonnded enemies with the most tender care and solicitude. The 
circumstances too, were not calculated to arouse very kindly feelings 
on the part of our men. The cowardly advantage taken by the enemy 
in raising the white flag after they had killed so many of our men 
from their secure defences, and ju^t at the time when a bloody veiv 
geance ^as to be taken for the severe loss we had incurred, caused 
an almost irrepressible excitement and hatred in the bosoms of' our 
men. They could scarcely be kept off until the enemy were 
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diMKBiQd, and tflsii they were pedecdy safe. American soldiers, 
lesohitB and irresistibie gainst an anned foe, would not nuse thdr 
hands against one nnanned and defenceless. 

Mafar Siumner.—Major Samner, who led the rifles in the attack 
of the 17th on the enemy's advanced position, made a very nanow 
eseape. In the charge, he was struck on the head* by a musket 
bail.' 'file bullet was flattened to the thickness of a dime, and retained 
on its sarface the print of the major's hair, and yet, strange to say, 
excepting the severance of an jirtery, he sustained no serious injury. 
The artery was taken up, and at the last accounts the < major was 
doing well, lliis excellent officer — accounted one gf the best 
tacticians and disciplinarians in the army — may certainly felicitate 
himself on the strength of his craniological defences. He will never 
find any difficuhy in getting a liberal policy in any of onr life 
insurance offiees. 

The Soldiers of Vera Cruz. — The defenders of Vera Cruz, who 
were released on their parole, are viewed in a very unfavorable light 
by the Mexican government. Morales, Landero, and other of the 
officers who were in command at Vera Cruz, have been arrested for 
eowardioe, and sent* to Guanajuato, to be imprisoned and tried. 
Morales is especially chaiged with exhibiting feelings of fnendriiip 
for the United States, and with having declared publicly, in Jalapa 
and elsewhere, that it was vain to resist the Americans ; that they 
'Were better guardians of the happiness of Mexico than her own rulers. 
He advised the ladies of Jalapa to remain in town, and assured them^ 
and the people generally, that they would suffer no harm or outrage 
from the Americans. We sincerely hope this asseAwioe of our 
gallant enemy wiB be fully justified by the conduct of bnr tioops. 
Thus far. General Scott, we understand, has succeeded in maintainiiu^ 
excellent discipUne and subordination in his laige force. No rob- 
beries, no devastation or outrages of any sort have marked the comae 
of his army. The houses on the roadside were left undisturbed, the 
ea^e and provisions of the poor farmers, the little stock of merchan- 
dize in the stores-— even the decanters in the grog shops, on the letnm 
of the owners — who fled at the approach of the army — wore found 
just as they were left, with the suigle exception that a few of the 
decanters were emptied. * ' 
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Tlie dead of the enemy at the hattfe of Sierra Goido were vn- 
stripped and nndistarbed by our men. The private property, money, 
jewefay, ete« of the oBcen^ were all delivered over to the pay 
department, to be tent to the friends of the deceased officers. There 
wasnota singlecafleof robbery complained of by any of theprisonen. 
It was whispered among the soldiers that in removing Santa Anna's 
specie chests into oar camp, one of them accidenialhf fell radier 
violendy on a rock, and a few castii^ rolled oat ; whether they 
were ever picked np, or if picked up, if they ever got back into 
Santa Annans pocket, was never ascertained nor particnlaily inqairsd 
into. 

The Mexicans are favorably impressed towards General Soott, 
who has treated them with great kindiMs, and manifested a respect 
for their religion and their customs, from wUch very beneficial resolts 
will no doubt be experienced. 

yo prospect ^ Peace.— There is no reason however to believe 

^al the victory of Sierra Gordo will bring us any nearer to a peaee 

than we were before. The war is not nnpopolar with the mass of the 

Mexicans. They have saffered none of its horrors. Besides, the 

oontrolling spirits of the country keep up the war spirit, knowing 

^at if the country is occupied by the United States, they will lose 

their offices and their influence. It is believed by General Scott and 

the officers with him, that it will be necessary to occupy the whole 

country. This he thinks can be easily done. With twenty thousand 

men he will march to the capital, take possession of the government, 

disarm Ae people, establish a Provisional Grovemment under the 

authon^ of thp United States, and defray its expenses from the 

cusfoms snd imnes, the chief source of revenue in Mexico. Without 

this force General Scott will not be able to move with safety to his 

communications beyond Jalapa. He will have to occupy the Oriasaba 

road, to prevent the enemy operating against his rear finm that 

position. Having arrived in .the 7*erra TempladOf and encamped 

ia a perfectly healthy position, he will no doubt wait for reinfiMoe- 

ments before he pushes, farther at least than Perote, the next point of 

attadL. 

A letter from Colonel Davenport, governor of Matamoras, dated 
Jane 6th, 1847, gives some interopting information concerning the 
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natore of the eoaniiy, md the leading paraaits oi the inhabitants 
raoad thai plMse. The (fUowing are extracts.''^ 

** The ooanCry is of but litde vahie for agricultural purposes, for 
lade of rain, Irrigation is necessary for all kinds of csltivatioi], 
and it may be well, doubted whether a large plantation could be 
advantageously nanaged in this way, as on the Mississippi, where 
the water is much' higher than the land. The country, is well 
adapted to grazing, yet flocks oceastonally suffer much for water 
awl pasturage in dry seasons. These however are laige, and there 
are always enough left for use. They trust to fortune to meet 
these contingencies, but should she prove a little more fickle than 
she is, I cannot see what alternative would be left, shoft df fleeing 
the country, or drawing supplies from abroad, which I appr^end 
but few could affoid to do. The herding and attendance on the 
flocks, 1 believe to be the chief business of the country, and the 
pcof^e are well adapted to this business. Perhaps one-fourth of 
the population find employment, about a herding, feudal establish- 
ment ; in attending flocks, waiting in the houses, cultivating on a 
small scale, and in attending their master on his journeys as escorts 
to defend him against robbers. For the herding business, it may 
be imagined a settlement in a crowded neighborhood would not be 
preferred. The Mexicans choose a situation as other people would, 
adapted to the occupation they have in view. The point fixed, 
whatever business may be in view, a small store is added, if prac- 
ticaUe, as a valuable auxiliary to the undertaking ; servants are of 
course needed to carry on the enterprise, and ^ey are easily pro- 
cured by a sort t^f civil contract. A certain class of the Mexicans, 
who have no aspirations above servitude, go in debt to a small 
amount, perhaps fifty dollars, in the store, or otherwise, as it may 
happen, and go to work it out, at, say four ddlars per month, feeding 
and clothing themselves. This they can hardly do. for less than their 
wages ; they tlierefore never pay the debt, nor regain their liberty. 
There may be other modes for making slaves in this country, but 
they have not been sufiiciendy defined to , me to speak of them. 
The cost of a good field hand in. one irf* our southern states, would 
purchase about fifteen of these peons, or servants as they are now 

* This letter has asver appeared in prinL 
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oommonly called. Slaves other than these, introduced into this 
country, would be so much capital- sunk. The Wilmot proviso is 
alt<^;ether needless. Slavery, like the currency, is regulated mudi 
better by the business of the country, Sian by legislation ; and when 
labor will not pay the cost of it, then it will har^jly be found. 
The chief house of the establishment is of course occupied by the 
conductor of the concern, surroitnded by others of a more humble 
pretension, in which reside the peons, or servants as they are more 
generally called, it being a term less grating to the ears, [than alaveJ] 
They are also called ranchero, the establishment being a rancho, I 
need not tell you that they are considered a great set of rogues, by 
those who know them best, none permitting an opportunity to plun- 
der to escape them, not excepting their own people. Education 
has evidently advanced but little among them. The number who 
can read and write merely, I judge to be much less than the num- 
ber which have not reached that standard. Their governors have 
but little interest in the improvement of their understandings. In 
this state of things- schools cannot easily accomplish the object of 
their erection. Speaking no language but their own, which but 
few read, they are in .no condition to be improved by association 
with foreigners, who, indeed, being adventurers, have less motive 
in instructing them than their rulers. Scattered as they ai« over a . 
vast region, employed in pursuits not favorable to education, it may 
be imagined that their capacity for learning has hardly been tasked. 
In the same condition, I believe, any other people would be equally 
benighted, i hate not been much about, but I have supposed their 
dwellings 4n the iaterior, not much unlike those m the skirts of this 
town, which will not lose by a osmparison with the wigwams you 
have seen on the Saint Peter, [rwerr\ Their wants, it would 
seem, have not much increased since the days of their forefathers. 
Hoitesty should not be expected from a people in vassalage, as 
these are, but rc^ery is not confined to this order. They liave 
long been without any fixed government, and reason with them is 
not strong enough to control the bad passions. Those placed in 
authority rob the wealthy upon the pretext that it is for the good 
of the nation^ and upon the same plea I suppose the system is car- 
ried to the lowest order except only those who have nothing at alL 
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Thia pboi plainly peraljses every modve to honest enterprise, aai 
win in 4ie end, beggar every peeple who pursne it From Ifale 
eoodiiion of tfiingB they have no relief short of a strong government, 
guarantied to prevent its overthrovr, which will be fajiiful to the 
people, and have no object in its measures but* the wettoe of the 
nation. Then indeed they will be favored beyond every nation, 
who have not^uch a govenunent. 



yfottunriation of fRtxictin Kiime${* 

To the general reader, the long foreign names .whidi fuaa part 
and parcel of every history of the present war, are a somce of no 
little annoyance. In order to remedy this in some measure, we 
copy the following table from the Cincinnati Commercial^ merely 
remarking that both the orthography and pronunciation are Mexi- 
can and not pure Spanish^ it being remembered that all the Spanidi 
colonies have corrupted the classic pronunciation of the mother 
tongue. 



Names. 


Proniinciatioii. 


Definition. 


Ja Resaca de la 


Lah Ray-eah'-kah 




Palma 


day lah Paf *mah 


Surf palm 


Palo Alto 


Pah-lo Ahl'-to 


Tall Tree 


Santiago 


San-te-ah'-go 


St. James 


Rio del Norte 


Ree-o del Nor^^tay 


North River 


Chapparra 


Ghah-pahr'-rah 


Small hush 


Chaparral 


Chah-pahr-rahr 


Clump of hushes 


Ranchero 


Rahn-chay'-ro 


One who labors an 
a rancho 


Rancho 


Bahn'-cho 


Smallfarm 


Hadenda 


Hah-oe-en'-dha 


Plantation 


Pdon 

• 


Pay4one' 


lOreaser) one ef 
the rabhk 


Monterey 


Mon*ta-ray' 


The King of the 
mountain 


Plaxa 


Plah'-eah 


PubUc square 


Rineonado 


Rin-co-nah'-dho 


Inside comer 
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Nffinei. 


Pronanciation. 


Befimtfoa. 


Lo8 MuertM 


Lohs Mwer'-tohs 


Land tf the dead 


SaKtiUo 


Savl-te'«9ro 


SideMUor/aaof 


/ 




table land 


Buena Vb(a 


Bwey'-na Yees'-tah 


Phaaant view 


Las Incantadas 


I#dis In-can-tah'-dhas 


Enchanted ground 


China 


Chee'-nah 




Estanque 


Es-tahn'-ke 


^rtijkial pond of 


4 




water 


Agua 


Ag'-wah 


Heater 


Novia 


No'-vee-ah 


Well, {the water of 
which is drawn otit 
by machinery) 


Agua Naeva 


Ag'-wah New-ay'-vali 


New Water 


San Luis Potosi 


San Lew-is' Poto'-see 


■ 


Lobos, (Island) 


Lo'-bus 


Wolf 


Cerralvo 


Sa-rehl'-vo 




Sierra 


See-er'-rah 


Mountain ridge 


San Juan de Ulua 


San Whahn da Oo- 




« 


loo'-ah 




Vera Cruz 


Vay'-rah Crooz 


True Cross 


Alvarado 


Alvah-rah'-dho 




Anton Lizardo 


An-ton' Lee-zar'-dho 


Lizard Point 


Jalapa 


Hah-lah'.pah 


Jalap 


Mexico 


May-bee'-co 


» 


Sacrificios 

• 


Sac-ree-feese'-ohs 


Place of Sacrifice 


Bonita 


Bo-nee'-tah 


Pretty 


La Vega 


Lay Vay'-gah 




Ampudia 


Am poo'-dhe-ah 




Mejia 


May-hee'-ah 




Canales 


Cah-nah'-les 




Paredes 


Pah-ray '-dhes 


« 


Gomez Farias 


Go'-mez Fa-ree'-ass 





41 



. LIFP OF OENERAL TAYLOR. 

■ 

W^ cannot think upon the fate of this able officer, without fadings 
of the most painful melancholy. He was . one of the few to whom 
Nature had given the finest talents, the noblest traits of heart and 
character. His gentlemanly demeanor, his genvine affection for all, 
his fearfessness in danger, and his great learning endeared him to all. 

In early life he was placed at school, where he made rapid ad- 
vances, and soon entered West Point Academy. Here he wa3 spoken 
* of by his instructors as unrivalled in genius, acquirements and high 
tone of moral character. At seventeen he' received a ^smBmission, 
and was employed for some years on topographical duty on the 
Atlantic coast, and in Canada. He then entered as adjutant at the 
school of practice, under General Eustis, and gave entire satisfaction. 
Subsequently he became aid to Greneral Brown, and was employed 
by government, in especial duties, during the performance sf which 
he prepared some papers, which were so much admired in Ctnigress, 
that in a leading speech in favor of the Military Academy, he ^¥as 
referred to as an instance of the kind of men that the system of that 
institution could produce. 

He served with distinction in the Seminole War, and was present 
at the batde near Lake Monroe. This was his first experience of 
actual war, and yet he was praised by his companions and officers, 
for having conducted himself- like a veteran. He was subsequendy 
in Rhode Island, his native state, during the troubles of Governor 
Dorr, at which time he performed considerable service for govern- 
ment. 

At Monterey he was with General Worth's division, and accom- 
panied the troops as they passed so long under fire from the two 
heights, in the storming of those heights, the capture of the palace, 
and in the subsequent street assault, where the soldiers dug through 
wall^ of houses, amid a continual pour of musketry from the house- 
tops. In the storming of the second hill, he led a battalion on one 
side of the hill, while Colonel Childs commanded on the other, and 
after forcing the way over rocks and brambles, amid showers of balls, 
he drove the enemy from the top at the point of the bayonet, forcii^ 
them to retreat to the Bishop's Palace. 
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The part he enacted in the capture of the pabot, was «o briUiant 
that we subjoin a descriptbn of it from the pen of an officer,* who 
served under him at the time. 

■ 

** I found him in command of the advance, and he then told roe 
that hifl plan was to try to draw the enemy from their poeition in 
and near the palace, ^nd when they were fairly out, to rise and charge 
them vigorously, and if possible, to get possession of the palace. The 
advance was covered as much as possible behind the focks, to protect 
them from the dreadful shower of grape and muiricetry, which the 
enemy kept up from their defences. I asked him if we shoidd advanee 
or fire. He told me that I might advance if I did not expose my 
men too much, and that he wished me to fall back whenever I saw 
the enemy commg out, until we were upon his line of ambush, and 
then to close on him and rush on them. It was a well conceived 
plan, and the resiilt showed that it was well executed. Th% enemy 
iveni induced to come out and charge, and as they came up the hill. 
Captain Vinton shouted, * Now my men, close and drive them/ 
They dosed to centre, delivered their fire, and with charged bayonets 
rashed on the Mexicans. The latter were thunderstruck, and after 
a ntoment's stand, broke and fled. Our men were in the palace and 
fort before they all escaped, and in ten minutes their own guns-were 
turned upon them. It was a stirring, thrilling scene, and I cannot 
do it justice, for it should have been seen, to be felt. Captain Vinton 
derived all the credit which his position enabled him to obtain, «nd 
I shall always be of the opinion that hift plan was an admirable one." 
^ After some time spent at Monterey, and Saltillo, Captain Vinton 
was ordered with the greater part of the regulars to join General Scott 
in the attack on Vera Cruz. When the landing took place, he was 
among those of the first line, and received a conspicuous and impor* 
tant command, in a situation which greatly exposed him to the ene- 
my, and was open to an attack at any moment. When the batteries 
commenced he was called to a still more honorable post — that of field 
and commanding ofiicer, in the line batteries and trenches. Towards 
evening of the 22d of March, he went upon an exposed situation to 
watch the efifect of his shot, and the direction of that from the enemy. 

* Captain Blanchard. 
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Ate lenaiiiiiifdMreforioiiM time he came dowA and said to MTiyor 
Maitm Soott who commanded the co¥eru^ party^ * Tell the offioen« 
MajoTy as you paaa the mortara, that our guns are wojA^iog accurately.* 
He resumed his poeition* and almost at the same Baoment, a hi^ 
■hell gitaved from the side of the parapet^ struck his head and 
fiietared the skull. He fell dead instantly, and lay stretched on his 
beck, with his anns fo|ded over his breast, and his face, as an offioei 
mil B S , who was preseot ' retaining its habitual expression, sedate 
tad earnest, but not hanlh.' As he fell the officers and men rushed 
fbrwafd and gathered about him ; the shell was charged with a pound 
of powder and three hundred and twen^ musket balls, t>ut fortunatdy 
it did not burst. Upon his body were found letters from his children, 
tUnned unih his otvn blood. 

Vinton was buried in the military coat in which he fett. The 
Rmeral^was attended by the general-in-chief, and all the officers who 
could be spared from duty» and the church service was read over him 
by a brother officer— a friend of many years — amid the roar of cannon, 
tiie falling of the enemy's shot, and the whirling of sand in the fierce 
BOither— -snatched from the victory of the morrow, that his spirit 
might gain a greater victory over death and the grave. * I am over- 
whelmed with grief,* says an officer writing on this subject. * My i 
firiend, the gallant, accomplished Vinton is no more. This sudden 
dispensation has spread, a deep gloom throughout the whole army. 
I have been for several hours <m a sand hiU, in a crowd of perhaps 
a hundr^ officers, who were uniting their voices in lamentation. 
Just now, at General Scott's tent, the general pronounced to a large 
cirele of his staff, a most eloquent and feeling eulogium upon the 
deceased, that went to the heart of every listener. He spoke of his 
rare talents and accomplishments, and high soldiership, as placing 
him in the front rank of his profession. Before leaving Washington! ] 
the general recommended him for the ap|>ointment of Assistant 
Adjutant-General, with the view of makiog him chief of his staff in 

the field General Scott repeated, this evening, that the 

instantaneous surrender of the city and castle would not assuage 
his grief, nor compensate the country for the loss of such a son.** 

CongreiV created him a brevet major, for his services at Monte- ^ 
rey ; but he never received the news of his appointment. | 
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Major VinUHi was one of the moet leaned men in tlie amy. 
He graduated at Weet Pointy and received the degree of A. M. 
fiom a ooXkgB in New England. He waa a master of mathema- 
tics and aatrpoomyt skilled in metaphysics, and the Latin* Greek, 
and Hebrew languages^ and versed in his own professioiu On most 
«»f these subjects he wrote books, which received the commeoda* 
tion of high authority. But his favorite study was theology. It 
had been his intention to enter the ministiy, and night alter ni|^t, 
amid the wilds of Florida, while others were asleep^ he was 
wrapped In sxditary meditation, or in communion with his God. 
His ifliind was of a most deep and religious cast ; vad that lev^ 
rence which he had imbibed in early life, for holy things, never 
Ibrsook him ; and his- conduct exercised a most salutary influence 
upon his military companions. In Florida^ his mind was pecu- 
liarly exercised. His letters of that period are full of doubts, hopes, 
and plannings fer taking holy orders. He fears that his health 
would not enable him to follow a sedentary life ; that selfish motives, 
the ties of family and friends, might hinder him ; he doubts his 
fitnesa, and frequently examines himself in the most thorough, yet 
humble manner; 

During this period he sent for Ms Greek and Hebrew books, and 
often prepared outlines of sermons. These he firequei^tly read aloud 
among the rivers and fores|»rof Florida. 

The depth and tenderness of his affections are rarely surpassed. 
When young he mamed a lady of distinguished merit and beauty, 
who died eariy, leaving tw.o daughters and a son, who are still 
living. In his relations, as a father and husband, he was sensitive 
to every impression, and gave and received exquisite pleasure in 
the interchai^nes of aflection and esteem. In one letter we find an 
earnest plea for the paternal affection, in answer to the suggestion 
that it might mterfare with the love and duty that we owe to Uie 
Most High. He speaks ficom the heart, and will not permit the 
natural afiections to be severed from religion, and set over against 
the love oi Grod. He corresponded r^larly with each of hn chil- 
dren, giving them afiSsctionate advice often upon the holiest and most 
sublime topics. Amid the rude furniture of a soldier, when sur* 
rounded by armed men, some of them the coarsest developements 
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of lifei he wrote a beantiful essay on the presence and agency of the 
spirits of departed friends, in which he gives his views of the sub- 
jeet, on scriptural grounds^ and upon leasons drawn ficom natural 
r e a s o n and philosophy. A letter to his daughter contains some 
▼aioable hints on the choice of school companions ; and a second 
<Mie lo the same, written the night before the commencement of the 
siege of Monterey, shows a spirit of preparation for the duties 
and chances of the morrow, which could not but insure him 8u&' 



Snch was Major Vinton. It is mdancholy to contemplate his 
death. How much might the mind and talents of such a one,, under 
proper opportunities, have dime for his fellow.. men ; yet in a mo- 
ment, before conscious of the presence of the destroyer, he was 
hurried from his companions, to where all distinctions are lost. 
Dreadful i# is the shaft of war at all times, how still more dn&adful 
is it, when the victim is .the gifted, the virtuous, and the honorable. 



tfolonel Or Kustf^s'it Official ilfportof tit lExjpeDitlon 

to ff^ttr^tttla. 

Tamico, Mstic», July 18, 1847. 
Sir: — ^Tn obedience to your special order No. 41, dated 7th July, 
directing me to call upon General Garay, of the Mexican aruiy, sta- 
tioned at Waughutla (Huejutla), and claim from him certain pri- 
soners of war, who in your judgment, and for reasons which you 
authorized me to suggest, should be entitled to liberation ; and in 
case of his compliance, to bring back said prisoners to Tampico ; 
I proceeded with an escort of one hundred and twenty*six men, in 
its execution. My force was composed of Wy8e*s company third 
artillery, thirty-four men, with one field piece ; Boyd*s company 
cavalry, thirty-fiye men ; a detachment of my own regiment of forty- 
four men, commanded by Captains Mace and Seguine, and eleven 
men of the volunteer company of Tampico rangers. The officers 
assigned to these troops were Captains Wyse, third artillery ; Boyd, 
cavalry ; Mace and Seguine, TiOuisiana volunteers, with Lieutenants 
TsneyhiU, cavalry, Li'ndenberger, Campbell and Heimbeiger, Loui- 
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siana volunteers ; tlie ficst of tliese aettng^ adjutant for the cominand« 
the two latter as company officers to Captains Mace and t9egnine» 
and Lieutenant Wells, commanding the rangers* There was also 
with the party Seigcant Singleton, of Loubiana company, acting 
sergeant-major, and Mr. Pemberton, an amateur volunteer. I left 
tliis place with my command on the jnorning of ^e 8t!i instant, and 
reached the town of Asulwama on the 9th, which I learned was 
within the district commanded by €reneral Garay. Here I inquired 
for any military officer to whom I might communicate the purpose 
of my mission ; I was informed by ttie alcalde (or chief magistrate) 
that none were there. I applied to this functionary for com and 
otlier necessaries, which were supplied cheerfnlly, and informed him 
that my tour, although accompanied by a military escort, was not 
in hostility, but to claim of the commandant general som^ American 
prisoners in his custody, by the orders of Colonel Gates, com* 
nianding in Tampico, and which I truste<lHvould be turned over to 
me, for reasons which I should explain. Thence I continued my 
journey to the next town upon the route to General Garay's head- 
quarters, called Tantayuka, (Tantoyuca,) which we reached on the 
11th. Here also, I was furnished by the alcalde wttli* com, beef, 
dz;e. ; again communicated the character and purposes of my mis- 
sion ; and again inquired, to no purpose, ibr any military officer 
with whom 1 tiaight communicate, and who might accompany me 
to tlte generid*s head-quarters at Waughuda, now distant libout 
twenty -five miles. While here I perceived indications of uneasiness 
producing some apprehension that, notwithstanding my assurances 
of the pacific nature of my visit, formidable preparations of defence 
were being arranged before me ; but I could not suspect to meet 
these sliort of the town occupied by the commanding general, at 
the approach to which 1 relied upon the white flag, (or sooner should 
I meet any one to whom 1 might show it,) to make all right and 
safe. On next morning early, we moved towards Waughutla, Cap- 
tain Boyd and his company being* now the advanced guard, with 
orders not to be more than two hundred yards before us. Having 
reached a point eight miles from our last camp at Tantayuka, and 
about one mile from the river' Calaboso, we met a Mexican Indian 
whom we interrogated in reference to the road, &c. From this 
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man we kurned that the Mexicans Jiad . made an ambuscade at 
the riTer, that Geneial Garay was there himself with a laige force, 
and thai it was intended to attack us there. I immcnliatdy 
despatched the adjutant and seigeantHnajor to order Captain Boyd 
to fall back to the main body ; it was too late; they had no sooner 
started to communicate the order before a heavy discharge of mus- 
ketry was heard, and many sisf^e shots after \ we hastened to ttie 
river ; Captain Boyd, with six of his men, had fallen, and the 
remainder of his company had dispersed or fled back to us. As I 
reached the ground I perceived the enemy had cleared away the 
ground of all bnshes for the space of one hundred and fifly yardb 
on either side the road, leaving beyond that a dense hedge of chap- 
paral, in the rear of which had been constructed a fence to prevent 
chaiges of cavalry ; in front, upon tlie opposite bank, was their main 
body, also protected in their front by thick chapparai. 

A charge was instantly made upon the right by Captain Mace 
and his men, another upon the leA by Captain Seguine and his men, 
and the field piece protected by Captain Wyse's company was or 
dered forward tq scour the groijind upon the opposite bank. These 
movements were nearly simultaneous, and were gallantly performed ; 
at the first dischaige the enemy were driven from the left, two 
chaiges upon the right also diskxlged him from their right and com- 
pelled him to unite in one mass upon the opposite bank. In this 
position the battle continued for a full hour. Captain Wyse gallantly 
serving his piece, and being during ihe whole of the engagement ex- 
posed to the destructive fire from the enemy, directly in his front, 
so well concealed and protected by the thick undeigrowth, as but 
seldom to be sufiiciently seen to be fired upon with any perfect 
precision. There were wounded during the service of this piece, 
six men of its squad. Finally, the enemy sounded their trumpet, 
whether for a retreat or a charge, I do not know ; there was at all 
events a cessation of their fire ; at that moment Captain Wyse de- 
livered a discharge of canister so fortunately aimed as for a time 
entirely to paralyze their further action. I took this opportunity to 
examine our condition ; we had now exhausted all our field piece 
cartridges but three. The road to Waughuda lay along a, gorge 
between steep acclivities. The prisonet-s we knew had been removed 
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from the town ; our rear and flaii)oiirer» now attacked by multi- 
tades of the men of the' towns left behind us. on our advanee, who 
had ^already come so i|ear us as to take from us all our mules, packed 
with every thing we had, in provisions, money and clothing. Theie 
seemed but one way to make our return possible ; it was to r^gaiUf 
if possible, the position we had occupied in Tantayuka. I imme- 
diately ordered a retrograde; we turned and retraced o^r steps; 
immediately there fell upon our flanks and rear large bodies of the 
enemy, at such distance however as to make their eflbrts but slightly 
efScient. At every opporuinity to reach them, our rear, commanded 
by Captain Mace, delivered their discharge of musketry, generally, 
most fatal to our pursuers. Whilst ascending a hill in the road, 
about one mile from Tantayuka, a very spirited resistance was made 
by the enemy stationed on the summit, but they were soon driven 
forward and dispersed by as many of Captain Wyse's men as could 
be spared from the piece, who were in the advance acting as light 
infantry. At this critical moment the piece was made again to j^y 
a very important part in the safety of our retreat, for it had scarcely 
reached the summit of this hill before the enemy came rushing on 
our rear, driving in the rear guard, pack mules and every thing else 
in confusion around the gun, but Captain Wyse promptly unlim- 
bered, sighted and elevated his gun himself, and when within short 
musket shot he touched her off, sending death and confusion into the 
column of the advancing enemy, and before they could recover from 
this shock, he gave them another well aimed discharge of canister, 
which effectually prevented further attack from tlie rear. In this 
manner we advanced nine miles back to Tantayuka*-the, whole 
ground being one continued fight. When arrived at that town we 
found an organized force there to oppose us. Captain Seguine, then 
in advance, was ordered to prepare his men for a charge, and Captain 
Wyse advancing his piece to a favorable position, discharged upon 
our opposers one of our last charges of canister, and immediately 
thereon the charge was made ; the enemy fled and dispersed in all 
directions. 

We gained the town and immediately crossed it to a &vori(e 
mound overlooking and entirely commanding it. Thus, masters here, 
we had leisure to rest and restore our condition to better capabilities 

42 
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of defence; men^ were deepalohed to the etofee in the town to pro- 
eare powder and ball ; ifom which a number of cartridges were 
prepared^ netng champaign bottles half filled with bolls, with the 
temaining space packed with earth, a snbetitute for tin cylinders. Other 
monitions were also inspecUnl and equally distributed. These pie- 
parations being complete, we had nin^or ten good canister chaiges 
and an avemge of nine musket cartridges per man. During tliis 
aAeniooa I found the men were coming to camp, some of the>u 
richly laden with spoils of all kinds from tlie shops and private 
Iwases; and although I had not authorized it, I did not regret so just 
• fetribotion for the hypocrisy and tieachery of people who, after 
•fleeting kindness and hospitality as we left them in the morning, 
had subeequendy fallen upon to annihilate us, and had despoiled us 
of about ninety mules and all our private baggage and provisions. 

While here we perceived the enemy passing round us from all 
directioni, and moving to some point upon the road by which we 
bad eome from Asulwama. We remembered a most favorable place 
we had passed, for any purpose of ambuscade, called Monte Grande, 
at which Captain Wyse had been obliged to dismount his piece, and 
rigfady conjectured it was intended to strike us there ; we determined, 
^refore, to take any other road for return, if any there was, and on 
leavmg our position at night, the road by Panuco was selected by 
which to attempt to retreat These arrangements being adopted, we 
weie called upon at nine o'clock at night by a flag bearing to me a 
letter from General Garay. I informed the two officers who bore it 
that I did not wish to appear disrespectful to General Garay, but that 
I had neither lights nor conveniences for writing in the camp— that 
therefore, if they knew the purport of the note and would commu- 
nieate it, I would send by them the reply. They said it was a 
demand for honorable capitulation. I answered that there was no 
possibility of any such result ; that I felt strong in my position, and 
able to move when and where I pleased. 1 then complained in strong 
tenns, of the attack upon my command-*— more Uke assassination than 
any diing else-Hstatidg that I had repeatedly explained to the alcaldes 
of the towns within the district commanded by General Garay, 
Ae friemtty character of my tour, and had diligently sought to see 
oi his command for an explanation and escort to him. I 
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mdersiDod that diese offieens expressed regiet, Bspag that it was 
attributed to information received from Tampico bj their general that 
1 was ck>mtng to take away the prisoners by force, adding that it was 
probable the general would like to see and converse with me* I 
appointed ten o'dock as the hour 1 would see General Garay, and it 
was agreed that Captain Wy«e would meet the general at that time 
upon the plaza« and bring them to me or assign a place for our meet- 
ing. Captain Wyse repaired at the time fixed to the place appointed, 
and waited until near twelve oVlock, when he returned to give the 
information that they had failed to meet him. We .immediately 
prepared to depart, and at two oViock on the morning of the Idth we 
left camp, during a rain, and gained the Panuco road. It was not 
until nine or ten o'clock of that day that the enemy, having asoer« 
tained our retreat, were again down upon our flanks and rear ; we 
managed, however, to keep him at bay, and on mure than one occasion 
he was made to pay the cost of his temerity, when apptoadikig 
within musket or cannon range. We were thus pursued for a distaiice 
cf fifty miles, after we left Tantayuka, but always at the cost of the 
enemy, many of whom were destroyed in their pursuit ' 

In the engagement at the river, which is called the C^aboso,'We 
sustained the following loss, viz : 

Boyd* 8 Company. — Captain Boyd, killed ; Lieutenant Toneyhili* 
mortally wounded ; Sergeant Barker, killed ; Corporal Bruner, killed ; 
privates Tubiff, Brown, MuUican and Burke, killed, and priviates 
Luxton, Wilson and O'Hara, slightly wounded. 

Wysi^9 Company, — Private Allen, mortally wounded, and five 
privates slighdy wounded. 

Non-Commisnoned <Sf(;^.-!-Principal musician Rose, missing. 

Louisiana Volunteers. -^lAeutexxani Heimberger, severely wound- 
ed ; G. Schmidt, G. Colson, G. Zelier, John Brown and L, Scott, 
killed ; Tj. Durnan, mortally wounded ; L. Davis and L. Lambino, 
missing ; Ogg, slightly wounded. 

Having no surgeon or means of transportation. Lieutenant Toney** 
hill and two privates, all mortally wounded, with a man as nurse, 
were left at the house of the alcalde in Tantayuka, with a letter to 
that fonctionary, demanding for these unfortunate men the common 
ri^ts of humanity ; and also in tlie conversation with the beanois of 
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General Gmy*» flag the dieposal made of dieee wounded was 
mentioned, and it was promised they should be cared for. 

For the ccmduct of every, man composing my command, I have 
praise to betow. There were instances, however, of extraordinary 
gallantry. Captain Wyse daring the engagement at Cakboeo river, 
acted with tliat steady courage and gallantry, constituting the highest 
grade of military character, being constantly under the direct fire ot 
the enemy. His indefatigable services and endurance, during die 
two subsequent days of skirmishing by day and watching by night, 
are also gratefully remembered by me, and entide him to our 
highest commendation. 

Captains Mace and Seguine, of the Louisiana regiment oi vdnn- . 
laefs, are brave men, and excdlent soldiers. — ^They charged the 
enemy most gallandy at the river engagement, and in enterii^ 
Tantayuka. Their exertions and services were constant and uMiring* 
horn the morning of the 12th until the night of tlie 14th. Lieatenant 
ToneyhiU may possible survive hrs wound. It is but justice to say, 
tfiat his conduct was admirable, and deserving the highest compli- 
ments. Lieutenant Heimberger is also entided to my most compli- 
mentary notice. After being severely wounded, and suffering with 
consequent fever, he did not hesitate to report for duty when the 
enemy appeared, and when it was thought hard fi|^ting was oor 
only resource. Lieutenants Lindenberger and Campbell acted with 
gallantry and zeal whenever an opportunity presented. Mr. Aldridge, 
who as proprietor of the mules engaged as packs, was with us, 
rendered most essential and gallant service, being forward ^d active 
in every charge made upon the enemy. Mr. Lafier, one of the 
Tampico Rangers, rendered very important service in coming with 
the express to Tampico by night, when I thought myself so 'sur- 
rounded as to be in the greatest doubts whether there was any 
possibility of escape without succor. Mr. Pemberton, a gendeman 
who accompanied us as an amateur, also rendered essential and 
gallant services. The small detachment of Tampico Rangers, armed 
as they were merely as cavalry, could not be so advantageously 
employed as the other troops ; they were, however, generally ready 
and willing to discharge such duties as they were called on for. 

Among the mm-commissioned officers of my command, I have to 
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notioe the acting Seigeani*Major Singletoii, of the T^miiMaftf i^ 
ment, who mi several occasions distinguished himself as a brave and 
gallant soldier ; he had a horae shot under him. 

Another was the seigeant in chaige of Caq;>tain Wyse's gun^ who 
with as gallant a gun squad as ever served a piece, bore the brunt of 
the action on the river bank. The names of these brave men have 
escaped my memory. I will procure and hand them to yen. 

There were also Sergeants Moore, Woodey and Townsend, of 
the Louisiana regiment, all of whom are entitled to honorable 
mention. 

I have omitted to state the force of the enemy engaged against 
us, and the probable number of tiietr loss. Their strength roust 
have been near fifteen hundred. And although we were not actually 
engaged at any one time against their whole force, yet we were com- 
|>elM to meet them all in turn. I have learned from Mexican men, 
who saw the battle ground at Calaboso, just before the engagement, 
that there were three hundred within the ambuscades upon this side 
the river, and five hundred upon the opposite bank, commanded by 
General Garay himself; and there was probably as many mofe upon 
our flanks and rear the following days, while in retreat Their loss 
is estimated at two hundred, as well from statements of their own 
people, as from what we saw. 

In closing this report, which I fear may abready be too long, I must 
beg to remark that for pur return we are indebted chiefly to the 
fieid-pi^ce taken out by Captain Wyse*s company, and so well 
managed by that excellent ofiicer and his brave men. It is an arm, 
as yet but insufiiciently appreciated, but of which the vast importance 
and usefulness must be developed by experience. In any expedition 
such as that from which I have just returned, I estimate one field- 
piece, well supplied and well managed, as equivalent to one hundred 
musketSt and perhaps more in defence. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

L. 6. De Russt, Cd. La. Reg* Volunteen. 

To CoL WiLLiAk Gatxs, Commanding Department Tampioo. 
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B«fttiKftilii Uunh on tit y«ttU ;f iflU of V«eii« 

(OriginaUy pablwbed in the Troy Whig.) 

We leel assttred that we cannot do a more acceptable service to our 
readen, than to present them with the f<^owkig highly, interestiog 
doemiMits* We are kindly permitted this privily by the family 
of our gallant townsman. General Wool. It will be seen by the cer- 
tifieales to each, that the originals were fotmd in manuscript on the 
battift field of Buena Vista, during the sai^inary and decisive struggle 
of the 2dd of February last, and were among the trophies of that 
glorious day. They have been literally translated from the Spanish 
by Captain Davis, assistant quartermaster general, attached to General 
Wool's staflf, and have never before been published. To us they 
have a peculiar interest, aa contributing more than anything hitherto 
fiom the press has done, to a knowledge of the true character of 
tbe Mexican army, and its distinguished commander, against which 
our indomitable and victorious band of less than one-fonrth its 
number, had to contend. 

That army has not been fully understood, and its prowess too 
lightly regarded. It was composed of the flower of the Mexican 
forces, had been long and carefully drilled under, the personal 
inspection of the President General, and was in all respects better 
provided and equipped, and more perfectly prepared, than any that 
country has befoore furnished. These documents show General Santa 
Anna to be of a much higher order of military ecience 9nd skill, than 
oar feUow-citisens generally accorded to hinu That he has had 
great experience, we all know. The physical courage and bravery 
W the Mexican troops cannot be doubted, whatever may be said of 
thmr General-in-chief, in this respect. This army was officered by 
the eHt€ oi the Mexican nation, and embraced, as it will be seen, 
twenty-four general officers. 

When we consider the vast odds against which .our brave 
co un trymen had to contend, the immense loss in killed and wounded 
to which they were subjected^ the result seems little less than 
marvdlous.— To have saved themselves from utter annihilation, 
under all circumstances, would have covered our arms with glory. 
But when we look at its results, and see that though the Mexican 



Army was not i^aptoied, yet that k was effectually dispened, and in 
a great measure disbanded ; that the Mexican power was entirely 
subduedt and the undisputed possession of her northern provinces 
secured to oar arms, the recital must cause the bosom of every 
American to glow with patriot pride. History nowhere records a 
harder fought battle, nor a more brilliant victory. Here^ter the 
highest aspirations of miiitsry fame will be fulfilled when it sh^ be 
said of any fellow-citizen^ he vhu at Buena Vista. 

The foilowii^ proclamation was issued on the 28th Janoary, 
1 847, and ordered to be read at tlie head of each regiment, and a 
copy was ordered to be printed for the use of each company. 

His ExceUenetfj the (renertd-ih<hief of ike Army of Operatuma of the 

Northf to all under kU command.' — 

Companions in Arms ! The operations of the enemy. require of 
us to. move precipitately on their principal line-Hind we are aboot to 
4o it. 'i*he independence, the honor, and destinies of the nation 
depend in this movement on your decision. Soldiers ! the entire 
world is observiqg us, and it is obligatory on you, that your deeds 
should be as heroic as they are necessary, from the ne^et and 
abandonment with which you have been treated by tliose whose 
duty it is to succor you — privations of all kinds await you. But 
when has want or penury ' weakened your spirit or debilitated 
enthusiasm ? The Mexican soldier is well known for his frugality, 
and for his capability of sufferance ; never does he need magazines 
of provisions, when about to pass the deserts ; but he has always 
had an eye to the resources and supplies of his enemy, to minister 
to his own wants. 

I'b'day you commence your march through a thinly settled 
country, without supplies and without provisions ; but you may be 
assured that very quickly you will be in possession of those qf your 
enemy, and of their riches, and with them all your wants will be 
superabundantly remedied. 

My friends, we are about to open the campaign ; and who can 
tell us how many days of glory await us. What a perspective ! S» 
foil of hope for our country. What satisfaction will you feel when 
you contemplate you have saved our indepehdence, that yon are the 
bbjeet of admiration to the whole world, and that our country will 
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■boirar down blanqgi on yoor heads, ^h ! when agm in dw 



bo0oni8 of jToar families, yon shall rdate yonr dangen« and bardsfaipo 
snflfered, yoar combats and triumphs over yocgr daring piesamplous 
Ibe. When you tell your children that you have given them their 
country the second time, yoar jabflee will be complete, and how 
insigniiieant will yoor sacrifices appear. 

Soldiers ! trust confidingly in the destiny of oor country— 4he 
cause we sustain is holy ! .Never have we gone to the conflict 
with so much justice — ^for we are defending the home of oor fore- 
fadien and of our posterity, our honor, bur holy religion, our wives, 
our children ! What sacrifice is too great for objects so dear ? Lei 
our motto be ** to conquer or to die.** Let us swear before the 
Eternal that you will not rest one instant until we completely wipe 
away from our soil the vain-giorious foreigner, who has dared to 
poiluta it with his presence. No terms with him — ^nothii^ for os 
but heroism and grandeur. 

Head-quarters, in San Luis Potosi, Jan. 27th, 1847. 

Antokio Lopez im Sahta Amk a. 

By Older of his ExoeUen^. 

MiCHBLTOBKVA. 



The following is a correct list of Grenerals in the field :— 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, President, Genend-in-Chief ;>DQn 
Manuel Alvarez, General-in-Chief of all the Cavalry ; Lombardini, 
Command^^in-Chief of Infantry ; Don Antonio Requena, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Artillery; Ignacio Mora, General-in-Chief of 
Engineers; Micheltorena, Chief of the General Staff; Vasquez, 
Minon, (detached,) Mejia, Torrejon, Jaurequi,pon Nicholas Floras, 
Ampudia, Rafsl Pacheco, Perez, Juvera, Jose NaGarcia, Mora, 
Qaintamar, Ortega, Manuel Romero. 



GxirsmAL ORDxms, Jannaiy 28tfa, 1847. 
Officer in Chief of the Day : — ^Lieatenant-Oolonel Doir Makvsl RoHxmo. 

Head-quarteiB, Fint Bxigadei 

ORDEia Ofr/ MARCH OF THE ARMY. 

By general order, the General-in-Chief conunands that the bag- 
gage shall not be carried with the army ; nor shall the soldiers take 
their knapsacks, but shall wear their dress of Russia dock, and 
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ov6r their suit of cloth ; diey thall only take two shirts, fonr louids 
of cartridges and two flints, including the one in tiie guns ; they 
shall carry nothing es^cept their cooking utensils. All the officers, 
and other persons, shall march in their places, and when hivouackmg, 
shall sleep at the heads of their respective commands. 

On Thursday, the 28th, the fiAh brigade of infantry under the 
command of Don Francisco Pacheco, will obmmence its mardi, 
sending ahead always the evening previous an officer U> procure 
lodgings and preparations for the troops. 

On Friday, 29th, the first and second brigades will march out in 
the same manner, under the orders of Rafael Don Garcia Conde. 
These brigades will be considered as united until further orders, and 
consequendy all the infantry is placed under the command of Gen- 
eral-of-Brigade, Don Matiuel Maria Lombardini. 

On Saturday, 30th, the fourth and sixth brigades will march 
in like manner under the command pf Brigadier^General Don Luis 
Guzman. 

On the 27th tlie fdlowing pieces of artillery will march:— 
Three 24s, three I6s, five 12s, and eight 8 pounders, and one how- 
itzer, with ammunition corresponding to eadi, and also the platforms 
for the large pieces, 500 boxes of musket ammunMon, 12,000 flints, 
and two remainder of die canister and grape of the three pieces, 
which were in Tula — all of which will be placed in the twenty-one 
wagons contracted for ; and what remains on 450 mules, whidi the 
chief of the staff will order to be delivered to the commanding 
officer of artillery. The ammunition of the pieces above expressed 
will be escorted by themselves and by the company of sappers and 
miners who belong to the regiment of engineers ; and by the artil- 
lerists of the light brigade, who will take with them all the implements 
necessary for sapping and mining, in the wagons which the sappers 
have ; the jacks for filling with earth will be carried on mules, which 
will be fiimished by the chief of the stafl*. 

The medical stafl* having left, in the hospital of the city, four 
junior surgeons, and only the necessaries lor their service, all the 
rest win march, apportioned among the diflerent brigades under the 
oldors of the medicaf inspector general, with all their medicines and 
artides necessary for the campaign. 

43 



939 LIPB OP GENERiJi TAYLOR. 

The geiienil*8 staff and its chief will depart af^r having advanced 
all Ihe brigades and material of war — ^taking particular care that after 
arrivii^ at Matagubt the staff will be distributed to each division 
acoonling to the necessities of the service. 

AC the military left in the city, will know as their commander- 
iihcbieff the General-of-Brigade Don Juan Arandox, under whose 
command are the forti6cations, instruction, and discipiina of the 
troops, and likewise the defence of the city and state ; he being 
commanding general. . , 

There will remain in this city only those soldiers who are inca- 
pable of doing service in the campaign ; and on the Bioming of the 
26th« they, all the new recruits, the sick, the weak and unarmed, 
will be marched in and take possession of the different barracks, 
for it ia the desire of the President General-in-Chief, that only those 
soldiers should march who are capable of performing the duties, and 
bearing the ^tigues and privations of war. 

Each brigade will leave in this city persons capable of instructing 
their recruits, and for the defence of the place ; at least one captain 
and subalterns in proportion to their respective members. 

The General-in-Chief, Don Manuel M. Lombardiiii, will order 
that by 12 o'clock, a. m., to-morrow, a list be made and delivered to 
the chief of the staff, of all the baggage to be transported belonging 
to each and every corps. The artillery, engineer, quartermaster, 
and medical staff will also comply with this order. 

The chief of the staff will remit to each chief of section, instruc- 
tions necessary for the march* 

. Every officer belonging to this army, whatever may be his rank 
or title, will read to the troops under, his command the following 
order : 

1st Any person who shall desert his flag shall suffer death, 
agreeably to article 57th, of the 29th December, 1 838. 

2d. Any person who may be found a half league distant from this 
city, or from the camp, wherever it may be, shall be considered 
guilQr of the crime of desertion. 

By order of his Excellency. 

Salazon Coronal VAsamsz, 

General Brigade. 
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General Order3 of the 20th to 21st February, 1847. 
General Officer of the day, Don Rafael Vasquez ; Aids of the day 
' Colonel Jose M*a Bermudes, Lieut. Col. Don Francisco Aspeitia. 

For to-morrow — Don Francisco Meji, General Officer of the day ; 
Colonel Don Carles Brito, and Lieutenant-Colonel Don Gngorio 
£lat&— Aids. 

In. the iboming the army wilL continue its march, which will 
commence at eleven o'clock precisely, in the following order : 

The first, second, third and fourth battalions of light infantry 
will take the lead under tlie orders of General Ampudia, so that he 
may be able to avail himself of all advantages that the circumstances 
may require. Immediately after, the battalion of Sappejrs, and in 
its rear, and at the head of the division of infantry of the van, 
under the orders of General Pacheco, will be placed the company 
of Sharp Shooters, and three pieces of ** sixteens,*' with their 
respective artillerists and reserve, as likewise the ammunition, com- 
posed of one hundred round shot, one hundred- grape far each piece, 
and eighty boxes of musket ammunition, each containing 9,600 
cartridges. Division of infantry of the centre, commanded by 
General -Manuel M*n Lombordin^ will follow ; at the head of this 
column there will be five " twelves," manned and ammunitioned as 
above, and also eighty boxes of knusket anununition. At the head of 
the division of the rear, commanded by General Ortejo^ there wHk be 
five pieces of eights, supplied with men and ammunitioned as above, 
and also eighty boxes of musket ammunition, containing each 9,000 
cartridges. The division of cavalry of the rear, will follow closely 
on the last of infantry, having at their head the ^ Hussars," and in 
tlie rear, the general ammunition train escorted by the brigade of 
horse artillery. After the ammunition train, all the eamp followers 
of all classes, with the baggage of all kinds, laundresses, cooks, ^., 
it being distinctly understood that no women will be allowed to mix 
with ffie column. The chief of the com*g department is Don Pedro 
Ranjd, who is also in charge of the baggage train. 

His Excellency the General-in-chief, furthermore orders, that the 
dfierent corps shall to-day receive from the commissary three days' 
ratious for the 21st, 2-2d and 23d, and that they receive the necessary 
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meat Mb afternoon for the first meal to-morrow morning* whidi the 
tioope are directed to eat one hour before taking up the line of maicb, 
and the second will be taken in their haversacks to be eaten in the 
night wherever they may hall t this last will consist of meat, two 
biscuits, and a half of a cake of (piloncello) brown sugar for a man, 
for oii the night the 2l8t, there will be no fires permitted, neither 
will signal be made by any military instrument of music, the 
movement at early daybreak on the morning of the 23d, having to be 
made in the most profound silence. 

The troops will drink all the water they can before marching, and 
will take with them in their canteens or other vessels, all they can 
possibly carry, vatt they will Economize the water all they can, for 
we shall encamp at night without water, and shall not arrive at it 
nntil^twelve o'clock on the following day. 

The chief of corps wiU pay much^ muck attention to this last 
instruction. 

Each mule belonging to the ammunition train, and tlie horses of 
oCcers, will leedve two rations of com, which they will take with 
ihem, an(l these will be fed to them to-morrow night at dusk and the 
following morning at daybreak. The horses' girths will only be 
slackened, and the mules will,|iot be unharnessed, while they are 
eating. The light brigade-will likewise obey this order on the night 
of the 21st, only loosening their saddles a litde. The horses and 
mules will be taken to water before commencing the march. 

Each division will take with it its respective medical staff, hospital 
attendants, medicine, ^., regulated by the Medical Inspector- 
Oeiwral. 

JThe Ghaplain-in-chief will provide each divison with its chaplain. 
He will also, as to-morrow is a feast day, order mass to be said at 
six o'clock in firoht of the position occupied by the vanguards, at 
seven o'clock te front of the centre, at eight o'clock in front of the 
rear guards, and at nine o'olodr in front of the division of cavalry. 

Genial Don Francisco Perez is ordered to be recognized as 
second in 4Sommand to General Lombordini, and General Don 
Oasman as second to Greneral Ortejo. 

To facilitate the duties of the Conductor-General of tfie bifg;pi||e 
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train, Uie cavalry of Celaya, and Preaidual troops, are hereby placed 
under his command. *** 

His excellency, the General-in-chief, recommends to every officer 
punctual compliance with, and obedience to every part of thisy his 
general order. By order of his excellency, 

MaNUBL MiCHELTORBNA, 

Chief of the Genena Stall: 



Wintint^tii from tjftc fttms* 

The following letter which ^appe^rs in the newspapers, may or 
may not be genuine ; but it certainly contains a happy and caustic 
reproof of the practice, now so prevalent, of soliciting discl^arges 
from the army. 

** The foUowitJig letter is said to have been written by Geoeral 
Scott to the Honorable Millard Filmore :" 

HsAH-QuAmTamt or thb Abxt. 

Mt Dear Sir : — ^l have received the two letters (one from Ihe 
Rev. Mr. Angier, and the other signed by Mr. Van Wyck) asking, 
on several grounds, the discharge oC James Thompson, a private of^ 
the second regiment of artillery. 1st — He has since his enlistment, 
reformed his habits. This is an argument in favor of his serving out 
his time, lest he should relapse, if discharged, before confirmed in his 
reformation — military discipline highly favors reformation. 2d— He 
has become pious. This makes him at once a better soldier and a 
better man, and fortunately we are not without many pious officers 
and men in our ranks ; but 3d— it is alleged that he has imbibed 
conscientious scruples against performing military duty.— If the man 
be mad he can be dischaiged on a snigeon's 6etlificate to that effect 
•— 4>nt if he has only turned coward, we have ample means of 
poniriiing him if he should, when ordered, refuse to fight. 

I return the letters you endosed* and re^maiiit 

My dear sir, with great esteem, yours tqply, 

WmFiELD Scott. « 

IL FiLKOBS. 
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OffRcral 8EI«orj( i^arefs 

We copy belowt from the Tauntoii. (Mass.) Wh^ of die 2M 
tfi«l.«m panfraph from an eloqueat article in that paper, descriptive 
of the march of General Wod from San Antonio de Bexar to Lake 
Pams, and thence to Agoa Nett va, a distance of nearly one tbhieand 
mtlea. The^ circumstances connected with this march, stamped 
General Wool as one of the best disciplinarians of the age, and the 
manner in wMbh he maIu^avred the men whom he had ^ suddenly 
transformed from civiliam into solaiers, on the {bateau of Buena 
Vista, prored him to be ^ thorough^ versed in the combinatioos 
of the battle-field, as in the minutiae of the drill. On the 29th of 
September, 1846, he commenced his march from San Antonio with 
the advance column of his hasty levies ; and on the 22d of February, 
only five months thereafter, they were brought into action under his 
own eye, and behaved with a steady courage which the old Imperial 
Guard of Napoleon cduld never have surpassed. When it is 
considered that of these five months nearly three were consumed in 
a rapid and toilsome progress through an enemy's country, the 
military instruction which General Wod contrived to impart to his 
troops in that brief interval, cannot fail to excite both wcmder and 
admiration. It has been recommended by sonie of our veteran officers* 
that the/* Gamp of Instruction,** should be oiganized for the purpose 
of drilling the raw recruits, {before sending them to the seat of war. 
General WooUs cx)mmand was a moving camp of iiistructicm from 
the day he took up his line of march at San Antonio, to the day be 
btvooacked on the shore of Lake Parras,. 

Greneral Wool had accomplished a march of nine hundred miles 
through the heartvof an enemy's country, without firing a gun or 
sheddirfg ajdrfp of blood. He had levelled hills, filled ravines, con- 
structed bridges, led his army over sandy 'plains, scaled mountains, 
and bfought them to his extreme post in high health, scarcely losing 
one man on the march ; the whole ^* as full of spirit as the month of 
May," and although consisting principally of vc^unteers, in a state 
of discipline so jjidmirable, that it was the wonder of all military men, 
the eobimn wasMielfiSo thorough in all its appointtneuts, that it was 
the model of an army : in want of nothing, and able to keep the 'field 
. a year.^-The General had accomplished his object by consummdto 
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address, and a system of admimbka military diplomacy. He had 
restrained all plundering, spared the Mexicans, and fed his own army 
'with their, provisions, whicii were readily supplied at reasonaUe 
prices, because they were confident that they would be honorably 
dealt #ith and punctually paid. 

The annals of history furnish no instance of a march like this ; it 
is not surpassed by the retreat of the ten thousand Greeks imder 
Xenophoc^ ftr the Greeks were retreating, the Americsms advancing. 
No disasters occurred, nothing was lost, ibe supplies of piovisions 
and the materiel of war wiere ample, anj tKe fine condition! both 
as to discipline and health, in which the soldiers were (;>und at the 
lemiination of this stupendous march-»-all utter the consummate 
military ability of the commander. 

General Wool soon took post at Buena Vista, and when General 
Taylor arrived, he placed him in command • of all the forces near 
Saltillo, reserving under his immediate command a small body at 
Saltillo. Vera Cruz soon became the principal object, and it was 
there the military and naval enterprise of America was to be tested. 
General Scott " regretted that the necessities of the service required*' 
all Taylor's regulars, ami the best of his volunteers, for the operations 
against Vera Cruz, and that he was compelled to reduce him to a 
state of inactivity. General Worth was orda?ed> to the coast 
General Butler left the army on sick leave and went to Washington* 
Taylor and Wool were the only generals left. Shut up in the 
mountains and in garrison, the two veterans would be permitted to 
hear the echoes of the din of war, and to give salutes to celebrate 
General Scott*s victories. But, 

« There is a destiny which shapes our ends, 
Rough hew them as we will." 

The little army amongst the mountains, were compelled to meet 

in pitched battle, the^grand army of Mexico, led by Santa Anna, the 

principal general and President of the Republic, in person, and a 

▼idory was gained unparalleled in the annals of America, and which 

wyibe ^ 

" In stoiy and in song 
For many an age remembered long.'' 

The echo 6f victory descended from the mountains to ihe sea ; it is 
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more appalliiig than cannoa, shdls and Paixhan guns — an ocean 
fleet and ''an army with banners.** In five days the principal 
oommercial city of Meidco, and the Gibraltar of America were 
•nrrendered. The eagle of the mountains had strangled the serpent 
of Aztec 
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^Sfenrtal fTHglot'iS VoUticst. 

The political position of General Taylor, seems to be. very clearly 
defioed in the following letters lately published in the Clinton 
Fhfidian. It is addressed to a Democrat : 

CaXP VBAS IfoifTIRST, MxXTCOy 

-June 9^ 1847. 

Dbar Sir : — Your letter of the 15th ult, firom Clinton, Louisiana, 
has just reached, in which you are pleased to say, '* the signs of the 
timei^in relation to the next Presidency, and the prominent position 
of your name in connexion -with it, is a sufficient excuse for this 
letter«'*-»That ** it is a happy feature in our government that official 
functionaries under it, from the lowest to the highest station, are not 
beyond the reach and partial supervision of the humblest citizen, and 
that it is a right in every freeman to possess himself of the political 
principles and opinions of those into whose hands the administration 
of the government may be placed,** &c., to all of which I fully coincide 
with you in opinion. — Asking my views on several subjects — ** Ist, 
as to the justice and necessity of this war with Mexico, on our part ; 
2d, as to the necessity of a national bank, and the power of Congress 
for creating such an institution ; 3d, as to the effects of a high pro- 
tective tariff, and the right of Congress under the Constitution, to 
create such a system of revenue." 

As regards the first interrogatory, with my duties and the position 
I occupy, I do not consider it would be proper in me to give any 
opinion in regard to the same ; as a citizen, and particularly as a 
soldier, it is sufficient for me to know that our country is at war 
with a foveign nation, to do all in my power to bring it to a speedy 
and honorable termination, by the roost vigorous and enei;getic 
operations, without inquiring about its justice or anything else 
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connected with it ; believing as I do, it is ow wisest policy to be 
ftt peace with all the world, as long as it can be done withoat 
endangering the honor and interests of the country. 

As regards the second and third inquiries, I am not prepared to 
answer them ; I eould only do so afbr inyestigating those subjeois, 
"Uideh I cannot now do ; liy whole time being fully occupied in 
attending to my proper official duties, which must not be negated 
under any eircumstances ; and I must say to you in substance, what 
I have said> to others in regard to similar nuitters, that ) am no 
politician. Near forty years of my life have been passed in the 
public service, in the army, most of which was in the field, the camp, 
on our western frontier, or in the Indian jcountry ; and for nearly the 
two last in this or Tei^, during which time I have not passed ene 
night under the roof of a house. 

*As regards being a candidate for the Presidency at the coming 
election, I have no aspirations in that way, and regret tliat the subject 
lias been agitated at this early day, and that it had not been defcrred 
until the close of this war, or until the end of the next session of 
Congress, especially if I am to be mixed up with it, as it is possible 
it may lead to the injury of the public service in this quarter, by my 
operations b6ing embarrassed, as well ^s -produce much excitement 
in the country growing out of the discussion of the merits, &c., of 
the different aspirants for that high office, which might have been 
very much allayed, if not prevented, had the subject been deferred as 
suggested ; besides, very many changes may take place between now 
and 1848, so much so, as to make it desirable for the interest of the 
country, that some other individual than myself, better qualified for 
the situation, should be selected ; and 'c6uld he be elected, I would 
not only acquiesce in such an arrangement, but would rejoice that 
thevepublic had one citizen, and no doubt there are thousands, more 
deserving than I am, and better qualified to disriiaige the duties of 
said office. 

If I have been named by others, and considered a candidate for the 
Presidency, it has been by no agency of mine in the matter — and if 
the good people think my services important in that station, an4 elect 
me, I will feel bound to serve them, and all the pledges and 
explanations I can enter into and make, as regards this or that policy, 

44 
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ii, ihkt I win do so hooetdy sad faidifuUy (a ihe beat of my atHlIiiea, 
■trieily in compUaDoe wiih the ccHulitution. Should I ever occupy 
Ibe While Uoum, it raiut be by the iponianeoiu move of ibe peofie, 
wtd by DO Ml of mine, ao that 1 could go tnidrthe office immmindlet), 
and be the ditef nupstrate of the nation and notofapafty. 

Bui ihould they, the people, chnnge their viewa and opiniow 
betuen thia and the time of holding the election, and caat their 
votfli for the Presidency for aome one elw, I- will not complain. 
With cOBaiderations of respect, I remain, your obedient serraali 
Z. Tatux. 

Mr. EuWf BD DiLDITI. 

P.'8.^I write in great haale, and und^r cooatant interruption. 
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